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Children are our legacy for the future. What we teach them and how we 
teach them determines the future course of the nation. Each generation has a 
profound effect upon the next one. This principle can be well illustrated in the 
history of the kings of Israel. 

When the Torah was not being read, when it was not being taught to the 
children, an evil generation developed. However, when the Torah was being 
taught and an example was set for the children, the future generations did what 
was right 

The way of godliness, righteousness, and holiness must be taught It can-
not be passed on from generation to generation through heredity. Righteous-
ness and holiness are not in the genetic code of men. Scientists will never be 
able to isolate a gene called righteousness or a gene called holiness. 

Each generation must be told of God's redemptive grace. Each gen-
eration must be given examples of God's redemptive grace. Each generation 
must receive God's redemptive grace. 

God's truth is meant to permeate a family structure. It is likewise in-
tended to permeate the social structure of a community. The Lord emphasized 
this truth to Moses when He said, "These are the commands decrees and laws 
the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children 
after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his 
decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life" (Dt 
6:1, 2). 

Notice that these commands are to be taught Each generation is re-
sponsible to teach the next generation. The responsibility of being a godly 
parent is to teach your children how to receive God's redemptive grace. Failure 
to do so results in future generations having no knowledge of God. It results in 
increased sin, wickedness, and eventual judgment 

God told Moses the importance of teaching children both by word and 
deed when He said, "These commandments that I give you today are to be upon 
your hearts. Impress them on your children Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
up." (DL 6:6, 7). 

Notice that God emphasized to Moses that the teaching of God's com-
mands was to involve the setting of an example. It was the parent who was to 
impress God's truth upon the children to talk about the Lord, to actively 
demonstrate a prayer life, to make sure that God's Word permeated the home. 

An important part of our ministry is to disciple new Jewish believers and 
teach them how to share God's redemptive grace with their children_ 

I praise God for godly parents who taught me of God's redemptive grace 
as a child. In this issue of The Chosen People you will read of parents who have 
come to faith and shared that legacy with their children. 

Thank you for your prayers and gifts which enable us to carry out this 
worldwide ministry of sharing the Good News with all Jews everywhere. 

In our Messiah, 
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raising them , reaching them 

Raising them... 
Our plans for this issue were at first a little sketchy. An issue on the children 

of Jewish Christians — children who from some quarters might be viewed as 
coming of age between two cultures — Jewish and Christian. We even had a 
catchy, glib title: "The Children of Jewish Christians: Growing Up Absurd?" 

As we began interviewing our missionaries we discovered that their lifestyle 
was anything but glib. Their commitment to raising their children consistent 
with what they believe may, at this time in history, be a new cultural distinctive 
within Christianity. But from their words, the fruit of their lives (their children) 
and the blessing they are experiencing, it is apparent that their lifestyle is 
beyond mere controversy and much in the Spirit. We hope their 
testimony inspires you as it inspired us. 

Reaching them... 
While this issue was in its formative stages, a 

"chance" meeting brought Ron Hutchcraft, who 
holds a key position with Youth for Christ, to 
our attention. Ron's words are primarily 
directed at teenagers interested in sharing 
their faith with their Jewish friends. His 
inspired counsel, however, is valuable to 
anyone who seeks not merely to witness, 
but to live a lifestyle of love. 

Editor 
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ometimes we'll all sit around, and my dad will tell us stories of 
the Holocaust. Rachel, like the rest of us, will cry and laugh at his stories. 
How can I ignore teaching her what it means to be part of this people? 

LARRY FELDMAN 
Missionary, W. Orange, NJ 

Larry Feldman is congregational leader 
of Beth Messiah in East Hanover, NJ., and 
an Area Director for the Northeast Region 
of Chosen People Ministries. He is the 
father of two daughters: six-year-old 
Rachel and six-month-old Rebekah. 

We want our children to know that 
we are Jewish believers in Yeshua. We 
don't see this as two separate parts of 
their lives, but rather as one identity. 

I know this means that they'll have 
to sort out some things. For instance, 
last year Rachel was shocked when 
she found out that all Jews aren't be-
lievers in Messiah. My mother says 
Rachel will be confused when she's 
older, but just the opposite is happen-
ing. She is growing strong and con-
fident in the Lord and in her sense of 
being Jewish. 

This confidence is one of the most 
important things this generation of 
Messianic Jewish parents can give 
their children. Right now, a lot of Jew-
ish believers, especially those in their 
twenties and thirties, are awkward 
about being Jewish believers. They try 
very hard not to offend their Gentile 
Christian brothers and sisters, so hard 
that sometimes they unnecessarily of-
fend their Jewish families. Other times 
they try so hard not to offend their 
Jewish families, they aren't completely 
forthright in their testimony of Mes-
siah's salvation 

There is a better way, and I think 
raising our children with a right sense 
of what it means to be Jewish and what  

it means to be a believer will change 
this awkwardness. 

Why is it important to me that my 
children understand they're Jewish? 
Because as I trace Genesis 12:3; 15:1-
6; 17; and Jeremiah 31:35-37, I see that 
God raised up the Jewish people to be 
a testimony to His faithfulness. Acts 
15 explains that Gentile believers do 
not have to become Jews in order to 
follow the Jewish Messiah, implying 
that Jewish believers do not have to 
"become" Gentiles. All of this tells me 
that we shouldn't cast aside our Jew-
ishness. 

Last year Rachel was 
shocked when she 
found out that all Jews 
aren't believers in 
Messiah. She is 
growing strong and 
confident in the Lord 
and in her sense of 
being Jewish. 

The emphasis obviously must come 
in the home. Deuteronomy 6 says that 
the home is the best place to teach 
your children about God. In our home 
we do this through creating our own 
"customs." For instance, Friday night 
dinner with chalah (braided bread) 
and the candles has been a custom in 
Jewish homes for thousands of years. 
In our home, we have dinner, we light 
the candles, and we have the chalah. 
But as we light the candles we give  

thanks that Messiah, the Light of the 
World, has come; as we break the 
bread we give thanks to Yeshua, the 
Bread of Life. 

FRAN FELDMAN 

Fran Feldman, an archaeology graduate 
from the University of Cincinnati, 

Jewishness has a beautiful, rich his-
tory and culture, and we want our girls 
to appreciate this. So as Rachel (and 
Rebekah, when she is old enough to 
understand) learns about her heritage, 
she will not only see the connection 
between the Bible and the people of 
the Bible, but she will gain something 
to pass on to her children 

I can't imagine denying them this tie 
with their past. My parents went 
through the Holocaust, and I want my 
children to understand their history. 
Sometimes we'll all sit around, and my 
dad will tell us stories of Europe—
what it was like to live in a ghetto or 
how he almost escaped from a labor 
camp once. Rachel, like the rest of us, 
will cry and laugh at his stories. How 
can I ignore teaching her what it 
means to be part of this people? 

Of course, I know that some Chris-
tians fear that we'll pull our children 
from the Church. But just the opposite 
is happening: Our Jewish testimony is 
drawing others to the Lord. My par-
ents are now believers—my whole 
family is—and they've got strong tes-
timonies even though— or actually be-
cause—they maintain their Jewish 
identity. 
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by do I identify with being Jewish? It's who I am. Why do I teach 
my children about Jewish customs? It's my life style and my culture. It's 
the way I am comfortable expressing my love for God. 

MICHAEL RYDELNIK 
Missionary, New York, NY 

Michael Rydelnik is the congregational 
leader of The Olive Tree Congregation, 
Long Island, and the Queens/Long Island 
Director of ABMJ/Chosen People Minis-
tries. He is the father of two boys: four-
year-old Zachary and six-months-old 
Seth. 

Raising our children as Jewish be-
lievers is not something I do for show. 
It's the only choice I have because it is 
who I am and how I live. 

It would be foolish to say that what 
is important to me is not going to be 
important to my sons. I identify with 
the Jewish people. I identify with 
Israel and I think it's natural that my 
children will do the same. How can I 
behave as if these things are important 
and not pass them on to my children? 

Why do I identify with being Jew-
ish? It's who I am. Why do I teach my 
children about Jewish customs? It's 
my life style and my culture. I learned 
Hebrew and celebrated the Jewish 
holidays before my children were 
even born It's the way I am comfort-
able expressing my love for God and 
understanding His love for me. I do it 
as a testimony. 

I also believe in Jesus as Messiah 
and have received Him as my Savior. I 
teach my children about Him because 
He is the Truth. He is real to me. They 
will hear about Him in my words; they 
will see Him in my actions. 

There are three underlying assump-
tions we use in determining what we 
teach our children: (1) that Jesus is 
Messiah and Savior of the world; (2)  

that God has made us Jews, it's who 
we are; and (3) that there is no con-
tradiction between the two; we can 
readily harmonize these two things 
that God has done. 

Of course we don't follow all Jewish 
traditions or customs just because they 
are accepted by other Jewish people. 
Not everything in today's Jewish cul- 

This is not an "either-
or" situation; that is, 
either choose 
Jewishness or choose 
belief in Jesus. We're 
not teaching them a 
religion based on 
works. We are 
teaching them an 
expression of who 
they are and how they 
can express their faith 
in the Savior. 

ture is scriptural The key is always 
what is good, what is righteous, what 
teaches and communicates the truth 
of God. 

EVA RYDELNIK 

Eva is a graduate of Moody Bible 
Institute, Azusa Pacific College, and 
Wheaton Graduate School 

Living in an Orthodox section of 
Queens means our children are going  

to learn Jewish culture. That's good, 
because we've always maintained a 
Jewish identity in our home. But the 
Jewish identity we've maintained is 
based on belief in the Jewish Messiah, 
and this is the kind of Jewishness we 
want our children to have. 

To me, the most important aspect of 
raising our children as Jews is that if 
we don't foster their identity as Jewish 
believers, we would be denying what 
God has done. God promises that 
there will always be a righteous rem-
nant (Rom. 9:27; 11:5). There is a 
remnant of Jews today, that's obvious, 
and some of that remnant are believers, 
in fulfillment of God's promise. 

I feel that we have a great responsi-
bility to teach our children to maintain 
their identity as Jews just as much as 
we do to teach them to be faithful to 
God's grace in Jesus. 

Now I know this can seem arrogant, 
and I don't want my boys to look at this 
as a matter of pride. But any differ-
ences that make us unique as individual 
believers can bring arrogance. Some 
Christians can be arrogant that they 
witness more than other believers, or 
that they deny themselves more 
worldly goods, or even that they have 
more worldly goods. It is a parent's 
responsibility to see that children 
understand that these unique talents 
and differences are gifts that God 
gives us to serve Him. 

Yes, my children are Jewish believ-
ers. This makes them different from 
Gentile Christians, but it is not a dif-
ference in doctrine or in Scripture. It's a 
difference in culture, tradition, and 
heritage. 
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• 
really feel that not teaching my children about their Jewish heritage 

from day one was a mistake, like robbing them of something special. 

JIM REES 

Jim Rees is Controller of ABMJ/Chosen 
People Ministries, working with our head-
quarters staff. He is the father of two girls: 
twenty-one-year old Stephanie and thir-
teen-year-old Jackie. 

Every relationship is made up of 
individuals trying to make it work In a 
marriage, there's two people who be-
come one flesh, and into that one flesh 
they bring a lot of individual traits. 
When you have children, trying to 
discover a way to balance all those 
traits becomes very important 

For Jeanne and I, balancing those 
traits also means balancing two cul-
tures, each of which is foreign to the 
other. Jeanne comes from a Jewish 
background, mine was strictly W.A S.P. 
What I've discovered is that by both of 
us working to achieve a balance, we 
are, hopefully, able to give the children 
the best of both. 

That doesn't mean we always agree 
on what the perfect balance is. Trying 
to raise our children as believers, to 
prepare them for the predominantly 
American Gentile culture around them, 
and to help them appreciate their Jew-
ish heritage can be difficult But by 
wanting to be sensitive to each other 
and by being willing to learn what 
each person in our family needs, we 
can make it work At least for us, it has 
meant understanding who our children 
are and what is most important in their 
lives. 

It's like being a fifth grade Sunday 
school teacher. You prepare your les-
son with three or four points you want 
the children to learn, knowing full  

well that not all of them will learn all 
the points all the time. But on any 
given week, you prepare all three 
points, working hard to be certain that 
they all walk away understanding, at 
least, the one main point you wanted 
them to learn. 

As parents, sometimes we're trying 
to get across three or four points. In 
our home it might be the children's 
Jewishness, their Gentile ancestry, 

When it's all said and 
done, I don't want 
them to be 
comfortable only 
around other Jews, or 
only around non-Jews. 
I want them to be 
secure in the Messiah, 
and build balanced 
lives founded in Him. 

and their general being as people. 
Were committed to finding that balance 
together. But the one really important 
thrust, the key that has to fit every-
thing, is their relationship to the Lord. 

Yes, I want them to appreciate the 
fullness of their Jewish heritage. I 
want them to find the cultural expres-
sion that suits them best But I want 
them to appreciate themselves in 
terms of their relationship with the 
Lord. If they choose to express their 
Jewishness, or if they choose not to, I 
don't want that to affect their walk 
with God. 

When it's all said and done, I don't 
want them to be comfortable only 
around other Jews, or only around 
non-Jews. I want them to be secure in 
the Messiah and build balanced lives 
founded in Him. 

JEANNE REES 
Missionary, Katonah, NY 

Jeanne Rees is our ABMJ/Chosen People 
Ministries missionary in Katonah, New 
York Best known for her lovely voice, 
Jeanne recently taught a six-month course 
on The Jewish Roots of Christianity. She is 
the mother of two girls: twenty-one-year-
old Stephanie and thirteen-year-old Jackie. 

I really feel that not teaching my 
children about their Jewish heritage 
from day one was a mistake, like rob-
bing them of something special. 

At first they got nothing I wasn't a 
believer and Jim, though he was saved, 
wasn't walking with the Lord. We 
never even thought about giving the 
girls "religious" training. 

Then I was saved and Jim recom-
mitted himself to God. Stephanie 
made a profession of faith soon after 
that, and when Jackie was old enough 
she did, too. I didn't bother to teach 
them about their heritage because I 
went along with my friends who told 
me, "You're saved now, you're free 
from the Law and free from celebrating 
Jewish things." 

One day I overheard a teaching tape 
Jim was playing, and in a flash I knew 
that I should never have been trying to 
deny or hide my Jewishness. Jesus 
was Jewish, the Gospels were Jewish, 

continued on following page 
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❑ I also enclose $ 	 in 
support of ABMJ missionaries. 

NAME (Please print) 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 	 ZIP 

In a flash I knew that I 
should never have 
been trying to deny or 
hide my Jewishness. 
Jesus was Jewish, the 
Gospels were Jewish, 
and the New 
Testament was as 
much the "Jewish 
Bible" as the Old 
Testament. 

and the New Testament was as much 
the "Jewish Bible" as the Old Testa-
ment. I was free to celebrate my 
Jewishness. 

I read everything I could about the 
Jewish roots of Christianity. I really 
started to push the family into trying 
to learn about Jewishness. Naturally, 
they all pushed back 

Stephanie refused to accept she was 
Jewish. When she was fifteen, I told 
her I wanted her to have a Jewish 
wedding, and she screamed that she 
would not About three years later, 
after I prayed countless prayers, 
Stephanie turned around and started 
to examine her Jewishness. It so hap-
pened that she was examining her 
faith at the same time, and her com-
mitment to both seemed to grow and 
deepen together. 

Now Jackie is going through a similar 
struggle. She feels that being Jewish, 
especially our attending a Messianic 
congregation, makes her too different 
from the others in her Christian school 
One time she complained, "Why can't 
we just go to a plain old American 
church like everyone else?" 

Still, if there was another holocaust 
today, my children might be victims. 
They need to be prepared by under-
standing the richness and the suffering 
of the Jewish people. 

If I had any advice to young Messi-
anic Jewish couples I'd say, "Show 
your children your faith and your 
heritage. Help them love God through 
learning about their people. Judaism 
is more than a religion. It is a people 
who exist because God called them 
into being. Accept the obligation, and 
you will be part of making both the 
Church and the Jewish people what 
God wants them to be." 

Jeanne and Jim's daughter, Stephanie, 
shares her testimony on page 17. 

Leshanah Tovah 

The Jewish High Holy Days—Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukot—
occur next month, and now is the time 
to begin planning. 

Jewish New Year cards, which can 
be found in most stationery stores, are 
an appropriate way to let your Jewish 
friends know you're thinking of them 
You can also extend special greetings 
during the holidays by saying"Happy 
New Year" or "Leshanah Tovah" 

But the most significant way to show 
your love to the Jewish people—now 
and all year long—is to pray for their 
salvation and for the work of reaching 
Jewish people for Messiah 

Right now your ABMJ/Chosen Peo-
ple missionaries are making prepara-
tions to hold special High Holy Day 
services. These services celebrate the 
biblical feasts by highlighting the 
Author of these feasts the Messiah, 
and making known His message. 

By sending a gift now you can have 
a part in this special outreach Today, 
right now, a gift will reach many Jew-
ish people who don't come to Bible 
studies or meetings any other time of 
the year. 

This year, say Happy New Year in a 
way that counts for eternity. 

ABMJ/CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES 
BOX 2000, ORANGEBURG, NY 10962 

❑ I promise to pray for ABMJ mis-
sionaries and for the salvation of 
the Jewish people. 
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raising them, reaching them 

Don't assume every Jewish heart is closed to the Messiah. You might be the one to 
flip that "closed" sign around to "open." 

I met Ron Hutchcraft , New York Area 
Director of Youth for Christ/Campus 
Life, at a recent banquet for the 
"Christian Overcomers," a ministry to 
handicapped adults. Ron happened to be 
the guest speaker, and my wife and I were 
eager to hear him as fans of his daily 
broadcast "A Word with You." 

After Ron's challenging address, I 
made my way to the front to thank him 
for his ministry. I was pleasantly 
surprised to find that Ron was a 
subscriber to THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 
magazine and a supporter of Jewish 
missions. "My wife and I are first fruits 
people," he confessed, giving to Jewish 
missions early in the year every year. 
Ron even went as far as to say that had 
the Lord not placed him in a ministry to 
youth, his next choice would have been 
Jewish missions. 

As a 21 year veteran of student and 
family work as the former Executive Vice 
President of Youth for Christ/USA and 
as one "who loveth our nation," the 
Jewish people, I extended an invitation to 
Ron to write for this special issue. 

Editor 

by Ron Hutchcraft 

We were wall-to-wall in the barber 
shop ... everyone had apparently 
gotten the haircut urge at the same 
time. I could understand why the 
owner flipped the "open" sign over 
to "closed" even though closing 
time was a few minutes off. The 
barbers had more than enough 
customers to carry them past closing 
time! 

Moments later, a well-dressed 
man appeared at the door, glanced 
at the sign, and frowned. He was 
already headed for his car when the 
owner stuck his head out the door 
and announced, "Hey, Charlie —
we're not closed for you! Come on 
in!" Sure, the sign said "closed"... 
but, for the right person, the door 
was open. 



 

It's not only stores that put out 
signs that say they're closed —
people do it too. They send us 
signals that they do not want to hear 
any God-talk from us, especially if it 
has to do with Jesus. Many a 
Christian young person has daily 
contact with Jewish friends. They 
can talk about sports scores, science 
tests, tough teachers, school food, 
music ... but never Jesus. Although 
no one comes out and says it, a 
Christian teenager assumes his 
Jewish friend has put out the "closed 
to Christ" sign. 

But just like that overpopulated 
barber shop, the door is open for the 
right person. 

 

  

 

An understanding 
and caring Christian 
can flip the "closed" 
sign over to "open." 

  

Where Your Jewish Friends 
Are Coming From 

The "right person" is willing to 
walk a mile in his Jewish friend's 
shoes. If he does, he will begin to 
understand how much they have in 
common ... and how they are 
different. Armed with that under-
standing, a caring Christian can flip 
that "closed" sign over to "open." 

Like most kids these days, Jewish 
teenagers are under heavy pressure 
to achieve. Centuries of fighting for 
racial survival have made achieving 
even more important to the Jewish 
family. The best way to guard 
against being persecuted is to be in a 
leadership position. Mom and Dad 
instill in their children a strong sense 
of specialness. You need that when 
your people have been attacked so 
viciously for so long. 

Sometimes that sense of special-
ness can come across negatively. It 
may seem arrogant or self-centered 
— sometimes, it can turn into that. 
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But when you understand its roots 
in surviving persecution, the drive 
of a Jewish friend takes on a new 
look. 

That pressure to achieve is a heavy 
burden for your Jewish friend. He is 
carrying the load of a lot of ex-
pectations ... the bleachers are filled 
with family members cheering you 
on to be a winner. Failure can be 
devastating; your self-worth is de-
pendent on doing well; depression 
is always nearby; "don't measure 
up" feelings can bring you down. 

Added to that pressure, are the 
haunting insecurities that can go 
with being Jewish in a Gentile 
majority. History teaches you to 
expect rejection, not acceptance. 
Often, you're just not quite sure 
where you really stand with people. 

So, like any other teenager, a 
Jewish friend needs someone who 
will love him unconditionally, 
accept him no matter how he acts, 
whether he succeeds or fails. That's 
what opens the door. 

The Jewish religion has not 
changed much outwardly, but in-
side something has been lost. 
Passover and Bar Mitzvahs are still 
important, but many Jewish families 
are missing the "supernatural fac-
tor." The celebration and holy days 
are more like cultural glue than 
times with God in many cases. 
Today many of your Jewish friends 
are often more secular than their 
parents or grandparents. 

That holiday encounter with 
David and his dad gave us a peek 
inside some common Jewish feel-
ings about Christians. If you are 
going to be a Christian who gets past 
the "closed" sign, you must under-
stand where your Jewish friends 
think you are coming from. 

When you have grown up around 
"Christian," you understand the 
differences between Catholic, Prot-
estant, Mormon, etc. When you 
grow up Jewish, Christian is usually 
one big category. That means that 
anything anyone has ever done in 
the name of Christianity may be 
connected with your faith. 

Centuries ago, for example, the 
Roman Catholic Church wrote the 
word "deicide" into their Church 
doctrines — that is, the murder of 
God. They held the Jewish people 
responsible for the death of Christ. 
As a result of that, Jews have been 
attacked verbally and physically for 
being "Christ-killers." That's why 
David's father feared for his life 

Jesus did not die be-

cause of Jewish sin or 
Roman sin ... He died 

because of all our 
sins. In that sense, 

you and I killed 

Christ as much as 

anyone on earth. 

during Christian holy seasons. Bru-
tal persecution has been justified 
over the centuries on the basis of 
punishing the Jews for the death of 
Christ. 

You may say, "I don't feel that 
way." If you understand the Bible, 
you can't. Christ gave up His life to 
pay for our sins. Jesus did not die 
because of Jewish sin or Roman sin 
... He died because of all our sins. In 
that sense, you and I killed Christ as 
much as anyone on earth. 

The problem is that "Christians" 
have a pretty bad track record in 
their treatment of Jews. Many have 
expressed official anti-Semitism. 
Great persecutions have been car-
ried out in the name of Christianity 
— Nazi Germany claimed to be a 
"Christian" nation. 

Is it any wonder that your Jewish 
friend may wonder how you, as a  

Christian, really feel about him? 
Sure, you are decent toward him, 
but that's what society dictates right 
now. It takes a lot of time, a lot of 
loving actions to demonstrate how 
much you value him. If he seems 
distant, aloof, "stuck up," realize 
that he has centuries of reasons for 
being guarded about Christian 
friendship. 

A Jewish friend may think, too, 
that you are only interested in him 
because you want to "convert" him. 
Seeing this as a matter of two 
religions, he may interpret your 
witness as an implied putdown of 
his religion ... a "mine is better than 
yours, so join mine" feeling. Re-
member, his religion is what has 
held the Jewish nation together for 
over 4,000 years ... he cannot 
separate his Jewish religion from his 
Jewish identity. That's why a teen-
ager who trusted Christ a few years 
ago asked right after that commit-
ment, "Am I still Jewish?" 

With the Messiah now in his life, 
he is, in fact, more Jewish than ever. 
But when you have thought for a 
lifetime that "Christian" is the 
opposite of "Jew," it's hard to open 
up to Christ. 

Consequently, a Jewish teenager 
has little feeling of closeness to God. 
He has, like all of us, a gaping 
spiritual hole in his heart — one 
which he will try unsuccessfully to 
fill with grades, positions, friends, a 
good college, partying. If he meets 
someone who has a deep personal 
relationship with God, he will notice 
the difference. Many Jewish people 
are, in fact, curious about this Jesus 
they have been told so little about. It 
is risky for them to investigate Jesus 
— but they would like to. If they 
don't do it while they're young, they 
probably never will. If a Jewish 
teenager knows someone who is 
really Christian — and he-feels safe 
trusting that person — he will want 
to check out Jesus. 

That's what has happened with 
my daughter Lisa's good friend, 
Barb. After two years of band 
experiences, yearbook work, and 
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boyfriend talks together, Barb has 
reached out toward Lisa's faith. She 
told her on a recent drive across 
town, "I want you to tell me more 
about what you believe." 

Where Your Jewish Friends 
Think You're Coming From 

Something happened after our 
junior high son Doug took David on 
the church youth group outing. The 
only "religious" moment of the day 
was when the sponsor led a prayer 
for safe travel on the bus. But that 
was too much for David. "I'm 
Jewish, and we don't do that." It 
was pretty quiet after that — for 
months to come. David didn't call 
anymore. 

Hannukah rolled around, and 
Doug asked, "Dad, what can I do to 
reach out to David?" We buzzed 
over to one of my favorite haunts, 
the local candy store. They were 
selling chocolate dreidels, candy 
versions of a popular Hannukah toy. 
It was clever and relatively inexpen-
sive --- we bought it, and dropped it 
off at David's house with a seasonal 
card. No big deal ... at least to us. 

The next day David and his dad 
were at our front door. David was 
there to be with Doug— for the first 
time in a long time — and his dad 
was there to say thanks. The dreidel 
was for David, but his dad expressed 
the appreciation of the whole family. 

"You don't know how much this 
means," he said. "When I was a boy 
in Brooklyn, there were two times of 
the year when all of us Jewish boys 
didn't go out — Christmas and 
Easter." Now his eyes were growing 
misty. "Those were the Christian 
seasons ... and they always beat us 
up. Now you come to us with this 
dreidel to remember Hannukah ..." 
His voice trailed off. He didn't have 
to say anymore, but we understood 
how far a chocolate dreidel had gone 
towards building a bridge. 

So much of where your Jewish 
friend thinks you, as a Christian, are 
coming from is based on history.His 
experiences with you as a friend are 
today. Your respect, acceptance, and 
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love will send him a message very 
different from the "Christian" rejec-
tion of history. Over a period of 
time, you will have the opportunity 
to redefine the word Christian for 
him. And, for the first time, he may 
be looking into the face of Jesus the 
Messiah. 

Bridges You Can Cross to 
Your Jewish Friends 

The Apostle Paul was a Jew who 
spent most of his life carrying the 
Gospel to the Gentiles. But his heart 
ached for God's chosen people to 
meet their Messiah. "I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in 
my heart. .For I could wish that I 
myself were cursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brothers ... 
the people of Israel" (Romans 9:2, 3). 
Anyone who shares the heart of 
Jesus will ache for the Jews they 
know. 

Paul said the good news about 
Jesus is "the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes 
— first for the Jew ..." (Rom. 1:16). 
Because we think we see a "closed" 
sign on the heart of our Jewish 
friend, we often make the Gospel 
last for the Jew. He is the last one 
we tell. 

If God has trusted you, as a 
Christian, with Jewish friends, you 
have a wonderful privilege and a 
great responsibility. Each Jewish 
person you know is one of His 
chosen people, a relative of Jesus, 
the "apple of God's eye" (Deut. 
32:10). You are richer as a person for 
that friendship. 

You responsibility is to get close 
enough to love him for Christ's sake, 
to give him at least one clear look at 
Jesus in his lifetime. In order to do 
that, you will have to take advantage 
of four bridges into his life. 

Bridge number one is an under-
standing of how much we have in 
common. As a Christian, you have 
based your life on a Jewish book 
(Luke is the only non-Jewish writer 
in the Bible), lived your life by 
Jewish laws, and staked your life on 
the Jewish Messiah. All the twelve 
disciples were Jews, along with  

almost all of the early believers. You 
owe a tremendous personal debt to 
the Jews. If you explain that to your 
Jewish friend, he may be amazed —
as our friends have been — that a 
Christian loves the same roots he 
does. 

The second bridge to a Jewish 
friend is a respect for Jewish heritage. 
The simplest way to express that is 
to remember their holy days and 
celebrations in appropriate ways. 
Seasonal cards, holiday gifts, accept-
ing an invitation to a bar or bat 
mitzvah, visiting a Jewish service, 
planting a tree in Israel in memory of 
a departed loved one... expressions 
such as these say, "I care about what 
you care about." 

Because we think we 
see a "closed" sign on 
the heart of our Jew-
ish friend, we often 
make the Gospel last 
for the Jew. 

Thirdly, "closed" may become 
"open" if you maintain an emphasis 
on relationship rather than religion. As 
spiritual conversations develop with 
my daughter's Jewish friends, they 
invariably refer to her commitment 
as "your religion." She patiently, 
repeatedly stops them and reminds 
them that "it's not my religion—it's 
a personal relationship with Jesus." 
When a Jew says yes to Christ, he is 
not joining another religion or 
converting to Christianity. Jesus did 
not come to start another religion ... 
He came to complete Judaism. He 
said, "Do not think I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have come ... to fulfill them" (Matt. 
5:17). 

The fourth bridge is a lifestyle of 
love. That is the one witness against 
which there is no argument. A friend 
can dispute your beliefs, argue your  

logic, even stump you with a 
question—but he cannot argue with 
your unconditional love. Paul has 
been a special burden on our Lisa's 
heart for the past three years. She 
has talked countless hours with him, 
explaining Christ and his claims to 
her dear Jewish friend. He has 
continued to live his self-destructive 
life of heavy drinking and partying. 
Paul is not happy — his suicide 
attempt was enough to tell us that. 
But whenever the bottom drops out 
of Paul's life, he appears on our 
doorstep. He knows where he can 
unload his deepest feelings, where 
he will be well fed and treated 
special ... where he will be loved. 
When Paul meets his Messiah, it will 
be the love of a Christian friend that 
provided the bridge. 

There are so many walls, so much 
ugly history, so much suspicion and 
misconception. You can't hurry a 
Jewish friend to Christ. Trust takes 
time... winning the right to be heard 
takes time ... love takes time. 

Paul told Lisa in their last long 
talk, "I think it's coming — but not 
quite yet." We may never know if 
Paul finally completes his Jewish-
ness in Christ ... until we see him in 
heaven. It's taking time, but he's 
getting close. 

It's hard for a Jew to open up to 
Jesus. But without the love of one of 
Jesus' followers, it's impossible. 
Someone has to sow the seed ... 
stimulate the curiosity ... treat him 
as Jesus would. 

Someone has to ignore the sign 
that says "closed." For the right 
person the door will be open. If you 
have read this far, you are probably 
the right person. 

One of Jesus' "relatives" is close to 
you. Today that Jewish friend may 
open the door to you. One day he 
may open it again ... to welcome in 
his Messiah. 

Ron Hutchcraft's latest 
book Peaceful Living 
in a Stressful World 
is available through Tho-
mas Nelson Publishers. 
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raising them , reaching them 

TESTIMONY OF STEPHANIE REES 

Me, Jewish? Not Me. 
Stephanie Rees was a nice 15-year-old Christian girl who saw no need to mix Jesus 
up with anything Jewish. Then her mom, a Jewish believer, began to talk to her 
about how she was Jewish, too. "No way!" Stephanie yelled. 

Stephanie Rees is the daughter of Jim and 
Jeanne Rees (see page nine). 

So what makes me Jewish? Why do 
I use Jewish slang and celebrate the 
holidays and cry when I listen to good 
Hebrew music? Why do I recite the 
blessing on the Sabbath candles, and 
why do I hope to get married under 
the chupah (wedding canopy)? 

Why does a nice girl like me, who 
considered herself a White Anglo-
Saxon Protestant until she was seven-
teen, now call the Lord of her life 
Yeshua instead of Jesus? Why? Well, 
why not? 

Easter Never Passover 

Maybe the "why not" part of that 
question is the easiest to answer. I 
never considered myself Jewish for a 
lot of reasons. Though Mom was Jew-
ish, Dad was Gentile. We never cele-
brated Hanukkah and always celebrated 
Christmas; we had Easter every year 
but never Passover. I never considered 
myself Jewish because, basically, I had 
no way of knowing I was Jewish. 

Actually, it was a pretty nice way for 
a ten-year-old to be—just like every-
one else. 

Then suddenly Mom got saved and 
Dad recommitted his life to the Lord, 
and we started to go to an evangelical 
church. They'd bring my sister Jackie 
and me to church with them every 
week, but I didn't really mind it so 
much. 

One day I confided to my mom, "I 
think I'm half-saved." 

I can still see my mother when she 
replied (my mother never says any-
thing with just words, she talks with 
her hands and eyes and voice), "Half-
saved?" emphasizing each word to 
show they couldn't possibly go to-
gether. "Stephanie, you can't be half-
saved. It's like being pregnant Have 

One day I confided to 
my mom, "I think I'm 
half-saved." "Half-
saved?" my mom 
replied. "Stephanie, 
you can't be half-
saved. It's like being 
pregnant. Have you 
ever seen a woman 
half-pregnant? You 
either are or you 
aren't." 

you ever seen a woman half-pregnant? 
You either are or you aren't" 

A few weeks later we had a speaker 
at church and he really impressed me. 
I went forward that evening to accept 
the Lord, and though I acknowledged 
my sins and accepted His death for 
them, I didn't really feel saved. I knew 
that feelings didn't matter, but I ex-
pected something more from God. 

A couple of weeks later, alone in my  

room, I had a deeper encounter with 
God, one that put everything in place. 
My life turned around. I was witnessing 
to all the kids in my fifth grade class 
and led a number of them to the Lord. 

Loved Church 

Things continued like that for awhile. 
I loved church and witnessing and life 
in generaL Then we moved to West-
chester. It was only about an hour 
away from where I had always lived, 
but it was a big move for me. Here I 
was in a new school and a new neigh-
borhood with all new kids. 

To top it off, something had hap-
pened to my mother—she started 
talking a lot about being Jewish. And 
she was always talking to me about 
how I was Jewish, too. Of course both 
my folks strongly influenced me as 
Christians and were obviously con-
cerned for my spiritual growth. But it 
was the Jewish stuff I noticed most 
because it just didn't seem relevant to 
my life. 

I mean I loved Fiddler on the Roof and 
I enjoyed the Messianic music Mom 
started singing, but me, Jewish? No, 
not me. I was just like all the kids in my 
church, and I didn't want to be a Jew. 

Of course, now I can look back and 
see what was happening a lot more 
clearly. Mom's Jewish heritage was 
awakening in her, especially as she 
saw more and more links between her 
Orthodox Jewish upbringing and her 
growing faith in Messiah. It was spilling 

continued on following page 
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continued from previous page 

over into every part of her life, and she 
naturally wanted to share it with Dad 
and Jackie and me. 

But Mom, never exactly subdued, 
was so intense about what was hap-
pening to her that the rest of us were 
absolutely overwhelmed. This brought 
a lot of friction and fights, sometimes 
over the silliest things. Like one time 
she mentioned how much she'd like 
me to have a Jewish wedding. 

I had never been to a Jewish wed-
ding and didn't really understand 
what made one wedding Jewish and 
another non-Jewish, but I knew I didn't 
want one. 

Ready to Do Battle 

"No way!" I yelled. I was really 
ready to do battle over this. "You can-
not make me. I will not have a Jewish 
wedding I want a wedding like every-
one else's." 

It was beside the point that I was 
only fifteen, that I was not dating any-
one, and that marriage was still just a 
young girl's fantasy. 

The wedding fight was only one of a 
lot of little things that happened be-
tween us. I suppose I was hostile for a 
lot of reasons, including the fact that 
Mom was so sure and open about her 
Jewishness. It was pretty foreign to my 
way of thinking, and with all the other 
teen questions going on inside of me, I 
didn't want to be confused about 
being Jewish. 

For the next few years I went on my 
way. I had as much Christianity as I 
needed, and despite my mother's at-
tempts, I saw no need to mix Jesus up 
with anything Jewish 

Lost Gung-ho Fervor 

Maybe that says a lot about where I 
was spiritually, too. I had lost the 
gung-ho fervor, but I hadn't cast Jesus 
aside. I went to church and youth 
group, but there was a kind of numb-
ness to it all. 

Then a couple of things happened. 
First, I started going to a monthly Beth 
Sar Shalom Bible study Sam Nadler 
was teaching. Second, I attended a  

Messianic Jewish retreat with my 
mother and saw my first Jewish 
wedding. 

It was a simple ceremony but I was 
really impressed. At one point I thought 
"This isn't so bad. It's different, but 
somehow special." 

I'm not sure if that was a turning 
point, but I know that something 
stirred in me that day that I'd never 
been aware of before. 

The whole Bible made 
so much more sense 
when I put it into a 
Jewish context. I was 
intrigued by what I 
was learning, 
interested in what I 
was seeing about God. 

I started to ask questions about the 
Jewish holidays. How were they cele-
brated? What did they teach about 
Messiah? Why had God initiated each 
of them? What was biblical about them? 
What was traditional? The more I 
asked, the more there was to ask I 
discovered that most of my answers 
came not only from my mother and 
Sam Nadler, but from Scripture. 

The whole Bible made so much 
more sense when I put it into a Jewish 
context The Old Testament, all those 
lists and laws that had bored me be-
fore, suddenly fit together with the 
New Testament 

I was intrigued by what I was learn-
ing interested in what I was seeing 
about God, and for the first time I 
recognized something inside of me as  

Jewish Even more than that, I knew I 
belonged to the Jewish people. 

For the past four years I've thrown 
myself into learning more about the 
heritage of my people. Yes, now I 
know they are my people. What makes 
me Jewish? Is it the blood from my 
mother or the spark from within? 
Maybe both. 

Drawn Me Closer 

I know that as I've searched out this 
heritage, it's drawn me closer to the 
Jewish Messiah. Where I once mut-
tered I was a Protestant or a Christian 
(and in both cases what I really meant 
was that I wasn't Jewish), I now refer 
to myself as a Jewish believer or a 
Messianic Jew. 

What does that mean? It means I'm 
a Jewish person, by birth and ancestry, 
who has accepted the Jewish Messiah 
personally. I believe He died for my 
sins and was raised from that death 
into a life where I can join Him 

Accepting my Jewish identity has 
helped me love and know the Messiah 
better. Knowing Messiah has helped 
me love and know my people better, 
for He is central to their being and 
their history. He is the One who ful-
fills the holidays they celebrate and 
the Bible they read. 

Yes, sometimes I seem to have gone 
overboard. Sometimes I probably do 
go overboard. But it's only because 
this new-found heritage is so special 
to me. 

A Sense of Identity 

It gives me a sense of identity—as a 
believer I know I fit into the body and 
Church of God and as a Jew I am ful-
filled in the Messiah. For me, being 
both Jewish and a believer were 
choices I had to make. I could have 
ignored Messiah's death and lived 
without God. I could have ignored my 
Jewishness and lived without some-
thing that has given my life and my 
faith new meaning 

As for the future, well, only God 
knows. But in His good time, there's 
one special thing I'm looking forward 
to . . . a lovely Jewish wedding 
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See 
Israel 

THROUGH ... 

Jewish 
Eyes A UNIQUE TOUR OF THE HOLY LAND 

• CONDUCTED BY HAROLD SEVENER, 
PRESIDENT, A BMJ/CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES. 

• DIRECT FLIGHT VIA EL AL, THE 
WORLD'S SAFEST AIRLINE 

M FIVE-STAR HOTELS 

E VISIT SPECIAL SITES USUALLY 
OFF-LIMITS TO TOURISTS 

Here is a wonderful opportunity to show your sup-
port for Israel and the Jewish people and experience an 
unforgettable ten days in the land of the Bible. 

Your tour host is Harold A. Sevener, President, 
ABMJ/Chosen People Ministries. Mr. Sevener brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to your time in 
Israel, having done graduate study there and maintained 
many friendships with government officials. 

You'll see many sites normally off-limits to tourists, 
like the "Rabbis' Tunnel," and visit in Israeli homes. 
Special arrangements have been made for you to meet 
with officials of the Israeli government and hear rabbis' 
lectures. 

For an unforgettable journey, for the opportunity to 
truly see Israel through Jewish eyes, please plan to join 
this historic tour. 

Although time is very limited, we still have a few spaces available 
for the November 10-20 tour. We urge you to send your $200.00 
deposit and reservation immediately, or telephone direct to the Office 
of the President, (914) 359-8535. 

It's also not too early to reserve your space and travel with Mr. 
Sevener on one of the tours planned for 1987: April 27 - May Z 
June 29 - July 9, October 26 - November 5. 

Information is available by writing to the President, ABMJ/ 
Chosen People Ministries, P.O. Box 2000, Orangeburg, NY 10962. 



29 Full color 
Scenes of Israel 
Comparable retail 
Value $7.95 

Steve and Lisa Cagan, one of our ABMJ/Chosen 
People Ministries' missionary couples, brings you a joyful 
time of worship in this long-awaited musical tape, A 
Most Unlikely King. So many have asked for a 
recording of Lisa's original music. . to capture the 
yearning of "Jehovah God," to savor the poetry of "A 
Most Unlikely King," and to enter into the gladness of 
"Next Year In Jerusalem." Now you can enjoy all 
these and more. 

The Scriptures are vividly presented in a Jewish 
musical setting—a blessing for those who know the 
Messiah, and for those who need to know Him. Order 
one for yourself 	and one for your jewish friend. 

SIDE ONE: Ascribe to the Lord/A Most Unlikely 
King/Holy Holy Holy/How Majestic Is Your Name/He's 
YeshualNext Year In Jerusalem 

SIDE TWO: Whatever Is Lovely/Jehovah Godl 

Rejoice 0 Daughter of Zion/Blow the Shofar/ 

Always Bringing Messiah to the Jews 

THE CALENDAR OF THE BIBLE 
It isn't too late to order one or more of these beautiful 
calendars for gift giving during the Jewish New Year (Oct. 3). 
Includes all Christian and Jewish holidays and runs for 16 
months (Sept. '86-Dec. '87). 
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ABMJ/CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES 
BOX 2000 ORANGEBURG, NEW YORK 10962 

El Please send me 	copies of A Most Unlikely King. I enclose $8.95 ($10.49 
Canadian) for each cassette. 
H Please send me 	calendars. I enclose $5.00 ($6.00 Canadian) for each 
calendar. 

Non-Profit 

BULK 

Orangeburg, NY 

Permit No. 32 

With Chosen People Ministries' newest Messianic music. 
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