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The 
Chosen 

From the President 

A great solemnity and a spirit of worshipful celebration will fall over the 
Jewish community during the month of October (Tishrei). 

This year, five significant Jewish holidays come together for celebration in 
this one month 

Rosh Hashanah (The New Year) begins on October 4. It is followed by the 
Fast of Gedaliah on October 6. On October 13 is Yom Kippur, the Day of 
Atonement October 18 begins Sukkot (The Feast of Tabernacles or Booths) 
which concludes on October 26 with the celebration of Simchot Torah, the 
Rejoicing of the Law. 

Out of the 30 days of Tishrei, (October) the Jewish community will spend 20 
of those days in religious worship. This will leave very little time during the 
month of October within the Jewish community for any secular work or activity. 
The month will be almost entirely devoted to God. Such a significant month of 
holidays serves as an excellent opportunity for our missionaries to present the 
Gospel to Jewish people. 

On Rosh Hashanah (The New Year) for example, Jewish tradition teaches 
that God opens the Book of Life. It is also taught that on Yom Kippur, he closes 
the Book of Life. Between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, according to 
tradition, God examines the names of those who have been inscribed in the 
previous year to see who is worthy of life or who is worthy of death Mitzvah 
and Tzedakah (deeds and charity) are the balances which weigh out divine 
justice. 

Only those whose deeds and acts of charity merits God's approval will find 
their names inscribed in God's Book of Life for another year. Since it is tradition, 
there is no way of verifying whether one's acts of charity and good deeds merits 
favor with God. There is only a desperate hope. 

On Yom Kippur, The Day of Atonement, the synagogues and temples are full 
of Jewish men praying and fasting seeking God's forgiveness of sin. When the 
temple was destroyed and sacrifices could no longer be made, prayer and 
fasting along with good deeds and charity, became the substitute for the temple 
sacrifice. In earnest prayer they will seek God's forgiveness. Sadly, however, 
few have heard that Yeshua has already provided that sacrifice for sin He is the 
atonement that they are looking for. 

In contrast to the solemnity of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, Sukkot, The 
Feast of the Tabernacles, is a time of celebration. A Jewish family will build a 
booth in the backyard or a communal booth at the synagogue or temple. For 
eight days they will eat their meals and hold their prayer services in the Sukkot 
This holiday commemorates the faithfulness of God to Abraham, Isaac and to 
Jacob, to the sons of Israel, as they dwelled in booths God was their provision 
He supplied and met every need. 

Please pray for our missionaries as they faithfully seek to present the Gospel 
to the Jewish community during these significant holidays Pray that many 
Jewish people will come to faith in Yeshua, finding him to be their true Capora 
(Atonement) Having the assurance of God that their names have been in-
scribed in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in standing with us in this vital ministry. 

In our Messiah, 

HAROLD A. SEVENER 
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e is an ordained 
rabbi, living in a 
strictly orthodox 
community. He is 
also a believer in 
Yeshua HaMashiach, 
Jesus the Messiah. 

Beginning this fall, AMBJ/Chosen 
People Ministries will begin pub-
lishing a special line of evangelistic 
literature written by this Orthodox 
rabbi who is also a believer in Messiah. 
He will refute rabbinic arguments to 
the Messiah-ship of Jesus, often citing 
the rabbis themselves. 

There are, however, some among 
his community who would threaten 
and oppose his ministry if it became 
public. For his protection, as well as 
the protection of those to whom he 
ministers, we have agreed not to use 
his real name. "Ben Netzach" (a 
pseudonym he has chosen with a 
double meaning, Son of Victory, Son 
of Eternity) graciously allowed us to 
photograph him from the back for this 
month's cover and inside photos. 

In some ways Ben Netzach's 
testimony is unlike any we have ever 
published. A child of the 60's, he 
didn't come to the Lord in the way you 
might expect. Yet God touched him 
just the same as one who goes forward 
at the close of an evangelist's 
invitation. 

Here then is the story of one Jewish 
man's search for God, his path from 
secular Judaism into the heart of Or-
thodoxy and his discovery of the God 
of Israel. 	 —Editor 

I am 35 years old, an only child 
and stem from a nominally Jewish 
background in upstate New York. 
Although my parents were not 
personally orthodox, I was sent to an 
Orthodox Cheder (Hebrew school) 
three days a week from age eight to 
fourteen. 

My first religious crisis was 
precipitated by the death of my 
beloved grandfather when I was 
about nine. It was the first occasion I 
had come face-to-face with the death 

continued on following page 

As a college student in the turbulent 60's, he met 
the Messiah in a secluded field. Then he set off to 

pursue God the only way he knew—a deeper 
Jewish identity . .. and the Orthodox rabbinate. 
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of someone close to me. I remember 
asking my mother where grandpa 
had gone. "Heaven," she predict-
ably answered. As I then had no 
concept of heaven, her answer left 
me all the more upset and confused. 

As early as I can remember, I had 
an overpowering fear of death. As 
I did not believe in a literal heaven 
nor hell, I came to the conclusion 
that one would simply cease to exist 
after death — a notion which gave 
me no real sense of comfort. 

Going to Hell 
I also had a highly developed 

conscience. My mother tells me that 
when I was young, a Catholic friend 
told me if I didn't believe in Jesus 
I was going to hell. I came home 
crying, "I'm goin' to hell." 

During my school years, the 
predominant thing was anti-
Semitism. I was one of only two or 
three Jews in my grammar school 
and we seemed to be singled out for 
ridicule and abuse. 

One day when I was about 11, a 
mob chased me home, throwing 
stones — like something out of the 
Middle Ages. 

But I wasn't what some would 
consider the stereotypical, meek and 
mild, Jewish boy. I was an all around 
athlete and even played high school 
football. If someone provoked a 
physical confrontation with me, I 
defended myself. Of the fifteen or 
twenty street fights I participated in, 
I lost only one. During these fights I 
remember feeling I was not only 
fighting for myself, but also for all 
the Jewish people in every genera-
tion who were unable to defend 
themselves. 

Because of the persecution I 
encountered I saw no blessing in 
being Jewish. Perhaps this is why I 
distinguished myself far from the 
weak Jewish stereotype: my hang-
out became the poolroom. In the 
early 60's I became a "greaser", tight  

pants and slicked-back hair. 
Walking past a synagogue during 

this period I remember an older 
Jewish man pointing at me. "Is he 
a Jew?" he asked the rabbi. 

Like most Jewish students of the 
post-war era, I was programmed 
from a very early age to want a 
college education. In 1968, I dutiful-
ly went off to a small state college in 
Western New York. Very quickly I 
became immersed in the counter-
culture: I cultivated shoulder-length 
hair, begin experimenting with 
drugs, particularly hallucinogenics, 
and embraced a radical, leftist 
political ideology. 

y first year in 
college was rela-
tively uneventful 
from the spiritual 
perspective, how-
ever, in the very 
beginning of my 

sophomore year something oc-
curred which was to forever change 
my life. 

As an only child I have always 
valued and treasured my friends. 
When three of my closest friends 
betrayed me one Friday in Septem-
ber my world came crashing down. I 
ran from my dorm into the night, not 
even knowing where I was going. 
I ended up in a secluded field where 
I contemplated the seemingly tragic 
situation. For reasons inexplicable, 
in my agitated and anguished state, 
I cried out into the night, "The only 
one I can trust is you, God." 
Immediately, the heavens seemed to 
open and I beheld a holy and 
glorious figure, bathing me in light, 
who subsequently identified Him-
self as Jesus. 

I can understand the sensation 
that people near death experience—
their whole life flashing before 
them. My whole life— the meaning-
lessness of things happening to me, 
the persecution — all flashed before 
me. Everything had happened for a  

purpose to bring me to this point. 
I cried and cried and felt a warm 

glow inside me. My fear of death 
was gone. I felt related to the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
prophets and the Jewish people. 
I was no longer just a poor little 
persecuted "Jew boy." 

Back at the dorm my Jewish friend 
Aaron and a bunch of guys were 
sitting around. 

"Aaron," I burst out, "I just talked 
to God!" Everyone laughed, except 
Aaron. 

Somebody drove me to the chap-
lain. "Am I insane?" I cried. He put 
his hand on my shoulder and tried to 
cheer me up; telling me that I wasn't 
insane, that such things do happen. 

It must be strongly stated that 
prior to this experience I had 
virtually no knowledge of Chris-
tianity and certainly never consid-
ered the claims or Person of Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom I'd always re-
garded as some sort of pagan diety. 

All this had also occurred before 
the Messianic movement took root 
in this country, and I had no idea 
that any other contemporary Jew 
had had an experience or rela-
tionship with Jesus. 

I believe that at this point I was 
saved, but it took a full fifteen 
years to understand the theological 
ramifications of the born again 
experience. 

A Deeper Jewish Identity 
To some it may seem strange but 

instead of turning to the church 
world, I turned to the only thing I 
knew — a deeper Jewish identity. 
Although I read the Bible, both Old 
and New Testaments, I neither 
considered nor referred to myself 
as Christian. 

I began to keep kosher and 
desired to someday study for the 
Orthodox rabbinate. Due essentially 
to my conversion experience, I lost 
my taste for college life. I half-
heartedly finished off my sopho- 
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more year, but I did not return to 
college the following fall semester. 
I felt the Lord calling me to journey 
in the land of my forefathers — the 
land of Israel. 

Left My Old Life Behind 
I didn't sleep a wink on my 13 

hour direct flight to Israel. I was 
extremely excited. I felt like I'd left 
my old life behind me. 

I wished to immediately begin my 
rabbinical studies in Israel. But due 
primarily to the influence of a very 
Zionistically-oriented uncle, I first 
tried my hand at kibbutz life. I 
picked grapefruit and studied He- 

I faced a tremendous 
dilemma living in the 
Orthodox world. 
Everything I was 
learning excluded that 
glorious being I had 
encountered only a 
year ago—Jesus. I 
knew nobody in the 
yeshiva would under-
stand, so I kept it to 
myself. 

brew at a socialist kibbutz in the 
Upper Galilee. After 21  months, 
however, I tired of the general 
monotony and godlessness of kib-
butz life and left to enroll in the 
Lubavitch Hassidic Yeshiva near 
Tel Aviv. 

Life in the Hassidic yeshiva 
consisted of learning Talmud and 
Jewish mysticism from sunrise to 
sunset — some ten to fifteen hours 
a day. 

Taking part in the Hassidic life all 
around me opened my eyes to a 
totally new way of life. I enjoyed the 
fellowship and comraderie of our  

close-knit Yeshiva class. The mysti-
cal writings I found quite interest-
ing. In Haifa I participated in the first 
of several Hassidic weddings, and 
going to Jerusalem as an Orthodox 
Jew was also quite an experience. 

My rebbe (main teacher) was an 
internationally known figure. For 
my part I was a diligent student, 
loved learning and quickly rose to 
the top of my class. 

But I faced a trem-
endous dilemma 
living in the Or-
thodox world. Every-
thing I was learning 
and being taught to 
believe excluded that glo-
rious and holy being I 
had encountered in that 
secluded field only a year 
ago — Jesus. I knew no-
body in the yeshiva would 
understand my dilemma, 
so I kept this 
belief, 

which 
would be 
considered 
of the 
most he-
retical variety, 
to myself. I 
also faced an-
other dilemma 
of a far differ-
ent sort. Several 
months prior 
to my departure 
to Israel I had met 
and dated a 16-
year-old Christian 
girl from my home-
town. While in Israel 
I realized how much I 
cared for her and how 
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much she really meant to me. 
Being considered an excellent stu-
dent and of good character by 
my rebbe, a promising rabbinical 
career and the prospect of a fine 
shidduch (marriage arrangement) 
was set before me. 

However, due essentially to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, a desire to 
see my former girlfriend in the U.S., 
and a rather unpleasant altercation 
with my rebbe, I left the yeshiva after 
four and a half months. 

hen I arrived in 
this country I was 
in a state of ex-
treme inner tur-
moil. I experi-
enced a tremen-
dous amount of 

guilt, both for my part in the argu-
ment with my rebbe and my feel-
ings of affection for a non-Jewish 
girl. 

I also faced a very uncertain future 
not really feeling !belonged in either 
the Jewish or Christian camp. 
Subsequently I suffered a severe 
nervous breakdown and had to be 
hospitalized. I misconstrued this 
illness as a sign of complete divine 
disfavor. 

Low Point of My Life 

After 31/2  months I was released 
from the hospital. But these feelings 
of utter hopelessness and despair 
did not abate. The next five years 
marked the extreme low point of my 
life. All I did was eat, sleep and 
watch TV, believing that my fel-
lowship with God would never be 
restored. During this period, my 
girlfriend did everything in her 
Power to encourage me spiritually, 
but she could never convince me 
that I wasn't "damned." 

Returning to a full rabbinic life-
style my girlfriend and I became 
engaged with the intention of her  

converting to Judaism. 
In 1980, my girlfriend converted to 

Judaism and we were wed three 
months later in a Brooklyn syna-
gogue. We established our home in a 
Hassidic section of Brooklyn and 
I completed my rabbinical studies. 
Approximately six months after 
relocating in Brooklyn, I was 
ordained a rabbi. 

I never functioned as a congre-
gational rabbi, as I continued to 
pursue my scholarly studies. The 
reaction of the Jewish community 
to my ordination was one of new 
respect, tinged with jealousy. When 
my fellow students at the Hassidic 
yeshiva learned of my ordination, a 
spirit of jealousy came over them. 
They began firing difficult questions 
of Jewish law at me in an attempt to 
embarrass and humiliate me. 
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eanwhile I lived 
in complete ob-
servance of rabbin-
ic law, keeping the 
intricate 	Kashrut 
(kosher laws) and 
praying according 

to the prescribed times and me-
thods. My fellowship was with, 
among others, two hassidic rebbes, 
descended from a long and dignified 
rabbinic line. 

But for all its outward glamour 
and appeal, rabbinic Judaism began 
to appear to me as a burden and a 
bondage. In college I had read a lot 
of philosophy and was trained to 
have a logical, analytical mind. 

Now I began noticing things from 
the Talmud — fairy tales, bubbeh 
myseh (old wives tales) — that just  

didn't coincide with reality. 
Spiritually I was still in a quan-

dary. And no wonder! Everything I 
was studying Talmud, Midrash —
was brainwashing me against faith 
in Jesus as Messiah! I was just 
confused and had trouble with the 
deity of Jesus. 

Slowly, the Lord re-
vealed to me that I 
was in error for mix-
ing law and grace. I 
would have to com-
pletely rely on the 
grace of God if I were 
to bear fruit in this 
life. 

My wife prayed about it and went 
to the library. She returned with an 
old tattered edition of Alfred Eder - 
sheim's (a Jewish believer) Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah. I devoured 
it! I read that book 21/2  times. Other 
than the Bible it has been the most 
influential book in my life. Instantly 
I believed in the divinity of Jesus. 

Slowly the Lord revealed to me 
that I was in error for mixing law and 
grace throughout most of my reli-
gious life. I finally came to the 
realization that I would have to 
completely rely on the grace of God 
if I were to bear fruit in this life and 
obtain eternal life in the world to 
come. 

Things, No Longer Necessary 
I stopped davenning (orthodox 

prayers) and laying tefilin (applying 
phylacteries) and keeping the sab-
bath according to rabbinic law, 
realizing these things were no 
longer necessary. 

At this point, my wife and I began 
to go more public in our testimony. 
We began to witness to several 
Orthodox rabbis and laymen. From  

our debates and conversations with 
these individuals we began to 
understand the prime Jewish objec-
tions to the Messiahship of Jesus. 

First, the rabbis have an inherent 
prejudice towards Christians: they 
don't know Hebrew, they don't 
know Talmud. 

Next, the Jews believe God can't 
be man. They don't understand the 
theophonies, where God did appear 
in human form in the Old Testa-
ment. The commentaries twist it, 
and the rabbis are obsessed with 
what the classical commentators 
say. If what they learn on their own 
doesn't tally up with what the 
commentaries say then they have 
to discount it. 

Received Death Threats 

As anyone in the Jewish mission 
field will tell you, it is not an easy 
ministry. The Jewish people in 
general have always been resistant 
to the Gospel, and the Orthodox 
even more so. I have even received 
several death threats from the 
Hassidic community. 

However, it is an extremely 
gratifying and important ministry; 
sharing the Gospel with the Ortho-
dox and Hassidic community. Most 
of them have never heard the Gospel 
presented in a way that they 
could comprehend and culturally 
relate to. 

In conclusion, I say with the 
Apostle Paul, "I am what I am solely 
through the grace of God." I have 
made many choices and decisions in 
my life that were not conducive to 
my growth as a believer in the Lord 
Jesus. God, however, turned every-
thing around for good. If there is one 
scripture verse that would seem to 
epitomize my life as a believer it is 
that of Romans 8:28: "And we know 
that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them 
who are called according to his 
purpose." Amen, in Jesus' Name. ❑ 
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Now Jacob too was dying, a stranger 
in Egypt, miles away from his prom-
ised homeland. 

Feeble in body, he called his sons to 
his bedside. Looking at his twelve 
sons, healthy and strong, Jacob spoke: 

'Assemble yourselves that I may 
tell you what shall befall you in the 
days to come" (Gen. 49:1). 

Days to Come 
"The days to come"? Is Jacob about 

to bless his sons merely in typical 
Middle Eastern fashion? Or do his 
mysterious words "days to come" ring 
down the corridors of time in a vivid 
scenario of Messianic prophecy? 

In all of Scripture, there are few 
more significant passages dealing 
with the Messianic Age and Promise 
than the blessing of Jacob upon his 
twelve sons (Gen. 49:1-33). The ex-
pression "days to come" is a Hebrew 
phrase which has been translated as 

Jacob's sons awry him to his grave 

Messianic Prophecies 
Within theTribes of Israel 

By HAROLD SEVENER 
President, ABMJ/Chosen People 
Ministries 

Jacob, realizing that his death was 
imminent, gathered together his 
twelve sons. Years had passed since 
God had appeared to him, his grand-
father Abraham, and his father Isaac. 
God had confirmed His covenant to 
each of them (Gen. 15:1-21; 22:1-24; 
26:23-25; 35:9-15). 

But where was the visible proof 
that God would fulfill His promise? 
Both Abraham and Isaac had died 
"strangers and pilgrims" in the prom-
ised land, owning nothing but their 
burying grounds.  

"the latter days" or "the last days". It is 
the same phrase which appears in 
Num. 24:14, in which Balaam 
prophesied of the days which would 
come, days which would bring forth 
a Redeemer. (Num. 24:17) 

It is the same expression used in Dt. 
4:30; 31:29; Isa. 2:2; Jer. 23:20; 30:24; 
49:39; Ezek. 38:8,16 and Mic. 4:1. It is 
a phrase used throughout the Tenach 
which has reference to the time of the 
outpouring of God's wrath or the 
tribulation period. It is used of the 
days depicting the return of the 
Messiah in power and great glory to 
establish His kingdom here upon the 
earth. 
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Thus, Jacob, as he blessed his sons, 
spoke symbolically and prophetical-
ly of the last days, days that would 
usher in the Messianic era. 

But like most prophecies in the 
Bible, the blessing of Jacob also had a 
present application to the sons of 
Israel. Jacob knew his sons. He knew 
their character, their strength, their 
weaknesses. He knew their sins, their 
good deeds, and their bad deeds. He 
was an observant father having 
learned the lessons well which God 
had taught him. 

Now, by the revelatory ministry of 
the Holy Spirit, he would use those 
characteristic traits as the basis for 
both his blessing and his prophecy. He 
realized with certainty that God 
would fulfill and would keep the 
promise made to Abraham, Isaac, and 
to himself. 

Now, before we examine the bless-
ings and the prophecy, let us first look 
at the significance of the names by 
which Jacob's sons were called. 

Names Are Symbols 

Throughout the Tenach, the names 
of the children are important. Names 
often depicted character traits. Names 
became symbols for prophetic truth. 
In the names of Jacob's sons, there is 
an inherent Messianic hope and ex-
pectation. Of twelve sons, six children 
were born to Jacob by Leah. These six 
are mentioned first. Then comes the 
four sons of the handmaidens, Zilpah 
and Bilhah. Then finally, the two sons 
by Jacob's favorite wife, Rachel. 

The firstborn son is named Reuben. 
Why was he so named? The Scriptures 
state "and Leah conceived and bore a 
son and named him Reuben for she 
said 'because the Lord has seen my af-
fliction—  (Gen. 29:32). 

The literal meaning of Reu-ben, in 
the Hebrew, is "behold the son" or 
"see the son:' This is significant 
because he was the firstborn son of the 
wife Jacob did not love. In fact, the 
Hebrew is very explicit. We are told 
that Leah was "unloved," the Hebrew,  

hated. 
Jacob loved Rachel, not Leah (Gen. 

29:30-31). I do not believe that there 
could be any worse affliction than to 
be married to someone and to know 
that they did not love you. And in fact, 
they really loved someone else more 
than you. In this case, it was even 
worse because the person that Jacob 
loved was Leah's own sister. 

Here they are, living together, 
seeing each other daily. One experi-
encing the love of her husband, the 
second experiencing the hate of her 
husband. Such an experience must 
have been a continuing source of hurt 
and sorrow to Leah. But now she has 
borne a son. While Rachel, who is 
loved, is barren. 

In all of Scripture, 
there are few more 
significant passages 
dealing with the Mes-
sianic Age and Prom-
ise than the blessing 
of Jacob upon his 
twelve sons. 

So Leah names her child "behold 
the son:' But because of her affliction, 
there is a play on words in the Hebrew, 
and she adds "because the Lord has 
seen my affliction:' This phrase is 
translated from two Hebrew words, 
rahah b'Oni, which in English could 
say "behold the son, behold the 
afflicted one:' 

In a very real sense, Leah was an 
afflicted one, an oni. So the Bible tells 
us are all men since the fall of Adam. 
The Psalmist wrote, "Some sat in 
darkness and the deepest gloom, pris-
oners suffering (affliction of oni) in 
iron chains" (Ps. 107:10). The prophet 
Isaiah wrote, "Behold I have refined  

you, but not as silver. I have tested you 
in the furnace of affliction" (Isa. 48:10). 

Thus, Jacob was afflicted (Gen. 
31:42). Joseph was afflicted (Gen. 
41:52). Hannah was afflicted (I Sam. 
1:11). David was afflicted (II Sam. 
16:12). Israel as a nation was afflicted 
(Ex. 3:7). When God looked upon the 
affliction of His people, in mercy, in 
grace and love, His response was 
"Reu-ben, behold the son." 

God gave a son to the woman, Leah, 
who was not loved. God gave His Son 
to a nation Israel who was not loved. 
Like Leah, Israel was afflicted and 
persecuted by the nations of the 
world. But yet, God chose Israel to be 
the vehicle through which redemp-
tion would come to the nations. 

But God's Son, our Messiah, would 
also be the afflicted one. Isaiah wrote, 
"He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth " (Isa. 
53:7). Zechariah wrote, "Rejoice great-
ly, 0 Daughter of Zion! Shout in 
triumph, 0 Daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold your King is coming to you. He 
is just, endowed with salvation, hum-
ble (oni, afflicted) and mounted on a 
donkey" (Zech 9:9). 

Leah was afflicted and God looked 
upon her affliction and gave her a son, 
ben, and says to the afflicted one, "look 
to my Son, look to Jesus, behold the 
Lamb of God which takes away the sin 
of the world:' 

Symbolism Continues 
But the promises and the sym-

bolism of names continue. Notice 
Leah's second son is called Simeon. 
According to Scripture, she named 
him Simeon "because the Lord has 
heard that I am unloved (hated)" 
(Gen. 29:33). 

The name Simeon is composed of 
two Hebrew words: shamah, meaning 
to hear or heard, and s'nuah, meaning 
hatred. Once again there is a play on 
words in the Hebrew. Combining the 
word for hear and the word for hatred, 
Leah names her son Simeon, or "hear 

continued on following page 

OCTOBER 1986 9 



By WINNIE MARRINER 
Missionary, Montreal, Can. 

continued from previous page 

the hated one." 
Certainly Leah felt that she was 

hated (Gen. 29:31). Jacob was hated by 
Esau (Gen. 27:41). Joseph was hated 
by his brethren (Gen. 37:4,5,8). David 
was hated by Saul (I Sam. 18:29). Israel 
as a nation has been hated by the Gen-
tiles (Ps. 106:10,41). The Scriptures, 
speaking of Jesus, state that He was 
hated without cause (Ps. 35:19; Jn. 
15:25). 

But the Scriptures tell us that we are 
to listen to this hated One of Israel. It's 
unto Him that we are to hearken. We 
are to obey His voice. 

On the Mount of Transfiguration, as 
Jesus was revealed in His glory, the 
Father called out to the three disciples 
from heaven saying, " . . . This is my 
beloved Son . . . hear ye Him" (Mt. 
17:5). 

So likewise the Scripture reminds 
us that we, through our belief in the 
Messiah, will also be hated by the 
world (Jn. 17:14; I Jn. 3:13). 

Behold the son, (Reuben), hear the 
hated one (Simeon) are names which 
graphically speak of God's Messiah, 
our Savior, the Lord Jesus. All those 
looking unto Him will find blessing. 
All of those listening to Him in obe- 
dience will be a blessing. 	0 

We Don't Need 
The \e«-Testa- 
ment. e're Jews 

Her statement was more matter-of-fact 

than hostile. As a young, Orthodox Jew she 

shouldn't have even been discussing 

such things with a Gentile. 
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Marriner 

SHALOM!" I said. "Thank you for 
answering your buzzer." 

"Yes, what is it you want?" she 
asked. As I stepped into the porch and 
looked up to the top of the very steep 
and narrow stairway, a lovely young 
woman was wrestling with three small 
children who also wanted to know 
who has just rung their doorbell. 

"My name is Winnie Marriner," I 
said. "I would like to ask if you have a 
few moments to answer some ques-
tions in relation to a recent survey?" 

"What kind of questions?" she asked, 
as she dropped to her knees and sat 
the children down on her lap. 

"Well," I responded, "There was a 
survey taken in Israel having to do 
with the Bible, and I would be inter-
ested in comparing the results with 
the opinions of our Montreal Jewish 
community." 

Do You Read the Tenach? 
"What do you want to know about 

the Bible?" she asked. "Well, I would 
like to know if you have a Tenach in 
your home, and if you do, do you and 
your husband read from it on a regular 
basis?" 

"Yes, my husband does," she re-
plied. 

"And do you and your husband 
both believe that the Tenach is the 
inspired Word of God?" 

"Yes, of course," she said, hesita-
ting. 

"I do too," I said. "I read it regularly 
and appreciate its wonderful truths as 
God reveals His will for us, through 
His Word." 

"Tell me please, do you have a com-
plete Bible which includes the New 
Testament?" I asked. 

"Well, we have a complete Jewish 
Bible, and this does not have a New 
Testament We don't need the New 
Testament, because we're Jews." 

"Oh," I said, "I desperately need the 
Tenach, and yet I am a Gentile. I can't 
think how sad my life would be with-
out the Hebrew Scriptures." There was  

a long pause in our conversation. 
"Do you have any other questions 

you want answered?" she asked. 
"Yes," I replied. "I would like to 

know how you feel about the Israelis 
having the New Testament in their 
homes and schools, and studying it 
along with their Hebrew Bible?" 

"Well," she said, "they definitely 
don't need the Christian books. We 

I thanked her for her 
willingness to discuss 
these things with me. 
She continued to be 
very honest and open 
as we chatted. Finally, 
I brought up the ulti-
mate question for her 
as a woman. 

Jews don't need to know the things 
that are written in the Christian Bible." 

"Have you ever read from the New 
Testament?" I asked. 

"No, not at all. I don't need anything 
but our own Jewish Bible," she an-
swered. 

I thanked her for her willingness to 
discuss these things with me. She con-
tinued to be very honest and open as 
we chatted. Finally, I brought up the  

ultimate question for her as a woman. 
"Would you kindly tell me if you, as 

a Jewish woman, are permitted to study 
TORAH, and to look into your relig-
ious books?" 

"Oh, no," she replied. 
"Well, then," I said, "how would 

you recognize Moshiach if he were to 
come next week, tomorrow, perhaps 
even today?" 

Another pause . . . this time she 
seemed uneasy. 

"Well," she hesitated, "my husband 
would tell me everything I need to 
know." 

"Oh," I said ... "but what if your 
husband secretly did not believe in 
God, and would not take a heart interest 
in such things, even though he prac-
ticed them outwardly. In such a case, 
do you think God would show your 
husband who Moshiach is, and how 
you could meet and talk with him? 
Since we must each answer for our 
own sin, don't you think God wants us 
to communicate with Him ourselves 
and not through another person who 
is also a sinner, no matter how"good" 
that other sinner might be?" 

Silence! This lovely young Jewish 
mother pulled herself up off the floor, 
and standing, she looked down at me, 
shrugged her shoulders and said, "I 
don't know about such things!" 

Answers in the Jewish Bible 

With this I pleaded with her to pray, 
to read and to study God's holy Word 
for herself; assuring her that she would 
find all of the answers for her own 
spiritual well being right there, in the 
Jewish Bible. 

Please join with me in prayer for 
this young Orthodox woman. These 
were difficult questions for her to 
answer, and it took a great deal of 
courage even to discuss them with 
one who is not Jewish. 

As I closed the front door, I knew 
God had knocked on the door to her 
heart that wonderful afternoon! 	❑ 
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OY VEY,WHAT 
AN EXPO! 

July 21-26, six Chosen People Minis-
try workers travelled to Expo '86 to be 
part of the Christian outreach at the 
largest international exposition of the 
decade. Roy Schwarcz, Galen. Banashak, 
Barry Berger, Jerry Gross, and Coby & 
Stephanie Cohen shared this brief report 
with our Chosen People family:. 

Upward and over we travelled —
to Vancouver, British Columbia—to 
add a little "Jewishness" to the 
coordinated outreach at Expo '86. 
For six days and nights we were out 
in full force to distribute gospel 
tracts. 

"OY VEY, WHAT AN EXPO!," a 
tract designed and written expressly 
for Expo, opened up on a light-
hearted note. But because we knew 
the recipients would return to all 
corners of the world, with little 
chance for traditional follow-up, the 
tract quickly moved to a full gospel 
presentation. On the back was an 
address to write for more informa-
tion and a Vancouver hotline 
number. 

The crowds pouring in and out of 
the fairgrounds were very good- 

natured: they were on vacation, the 
city was graciously welcoming 
them, the sky was a deep, rich blue, 
and the fair itself was a cornucopia of 
color, smells, nations and cultures. 

Expo '86 was an 
opportunity to share 
the Gospel from a 
Jewish perspective 
with thousands of 
vacationers in Van-
couver, B.C. 

In this party-like atmosphere, peo-
ple were happy to take our literature 
and say a word or two as they passed 
by. 

When you hand out 50,000 pieces 

Left to right, 
Barry Berger, 
Galen Banashak, 
Roy Schwarcz 
take a break 
at Expo '86. 

of literature it almost seems as 
though you lose track of who you 
talked to and what they said. But 
there is no losing track of some of the 
opportunities we had: like the group 
of Jewish teens who tumbled out of a 
tour bus and, surprised to see Jews 
proclaiming the Messiah, gathered 
five and six deep around us; some 
heckling, others trying to under-
stand. 

The Harvest Came Early 
There was no question that it was 

a ministry of seed-sowing. For one 
Gentile woman who received the 
tract, the harvest came early. She 
called the hotline and prayed to 
receive Messiah when Alan Gillman 
of Bible Testimony Fellowship spoke 
with her. 

For others — well, only God 
knows. One Jewish woman, a 
Vancouver homemaker who rented 
out rooms during Expo, asked us to 
explain how Jewish people could 
believe in Jesus. Most just took the 
tract and put it with their fair 
souvenirs. We can only pray that as 
we sowed the Gospel, others will be 
there tomorrow to water this seed, 
and still others to harvest the crop.0 



See 
Israel 

THROUGH 

Jewish 
Eyes A UNIQUE TOUR OF THE HOLY LAND 

• CONDUCTED BY HAROLD SEVENER, 
PRESIDENT, ABA/II/CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES. 

■ DIRECT FLIGHT VIA EL AL, THE 
WORLD'S SAFEST AIRLINE 

■ FIVE-STAR HOTELS 

■ VISIT SPECIAL SITES USUALLY 
OFF-LIMITS TO TOURISTS 

Here is a wonderful opportunity to show your sup-
port for Israel and the Jewish people and experience an 
unforgettable ten days in the land of the Bible. 

Your tour host is Harold A. Sevener, President, 
ABMJ/Chosen People Ministries. Mr. Sevener brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to your time in 
Israel, having done graduate study there and maintained 
many friendships with government officials. 

You'll see many sites normally off-limits to tourists, 
like the "Rabbis' Tunnel," and visit in Israeli homes. 
Special arrangements have been made for you to meet 
with officials of the Israeli government and hear rabbis 
lectures. 

For an unforgettable journey, for the opportunity to 
truly see Israel through Jewish eyes, please plan to join 
this historic tour. 

It's also not too early to reserve your space and travel with Mr. 
Sevener on one of the tours planned for 1987:• April 27 - May Z 
June 29 - July 9, October 26 - November 5. 

Information is available by writing to the President, ABMJ/ 
Chosen People Ministries, P.O. Box 2000, Orangeburg, NY 10962. 



From the File 
to the Christ: Ezra 
One of history's most influential Jews is rarely mentioned but his ministry 
was key to the survival of the Jewish and Christian faiths. 

By DR DANIEL FUCHS 

Ezra was one of the most important leaders in the 
history of IsraeL He was a "priest, a teacher of the Law of 
the God of heaven" (Ezra 7:12). Both Josephus and the 
Apocrypha claim that he was the high priest, yet there is 
no indication of this in the Scriptures. The genealogy in 
Ezra 7:1-5 shows that he was qualified to assume this 
office once he had returned to Jerusalem; however, we 
cannot assume that he was the high priest His entire 
ministry demonstrated that obedience to God's Law was 
more important than rebuilding the Temple. 

The secret of Ezra's greatness was his reliance on "the 
hand of the Lord." "This Ezra came up from Babylon He 
was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the 
Lord, the God of Israel, had given The king had granted 
him everything he asked, for the hand of the Lord his 
God was on him" (Ezra 7:6). 

Ezra had refused to ask the king for a military escort "I 
was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen 
to protect us from enemies on the road, because we had 
told the king. 'The good hand of our God is on everyone 
who looks to him' " (Ezra 8:22). When he arrived safely 
in Jerusalem after an arduous four month's journey, it 
was because "the good hand of his God was on him" 
(7:9). When a capable colleague was appointed as his 
assistant, it was"because the good hand of our God was 
on us" (8:18). 

Five centuries later Paul wrote about the hand of the 
Lord: "But concerning Israel he says, 'All day long I have 
held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate peo-
ple " (Rom. 10:21). 

The ministry of Ezra was another indication of our 
Lord's outstretched hands. If it were not for Ezra's faith-
fulness, the returned remnant would have disappeared  

because of intermarriage and its attendant evils. Fifty 
years after the Temple had been rebuilt, the spiritual and 
social conditions in Jerusalem were deplorable. 

"The old curse of the land in the days of the great 
prophets, moneylending and the consequent reduction 
of insolvent debtors to the status of serfs, had appeared 
again The small-holders had not only to maintain them-
selves by the produce of their land; they had to pay the 
temple tax and an imperial tax as well, and many of them 
were driven to mortgage their fields, vineyards and 
houses to their wealthier neighbours to raise the money. 
When they were unable to repay the loans, they were 
forced to sell their children into serfdom." 

F. F. Bruce, Israel and the Nations, p. 107. 

After Ezra read the Law to the 
people, the Levites explained 
what he had read. It was the first 
expository preaching. What Ezra 
and the Levites did was to 
impress the people that the Law 
of God was addressed to each of 
them individually and not merely 
to their leaders. They were to 
become "the people of the Book" 

When Ezra returned to Jerusalem he was shocked by 
what he saw and heard. He wrote, "After these things 
had been done, the leaders came to me and said, 'The 
people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, 
have not kept themselves separate from the neighboring 
peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the 
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Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, 
Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. They have taken 
some of their daughters as wives for themselves and 
their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the 
peoples around them. And the leaders and officials have 
led the way in this unfaithfulness.' 

"When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled 
hair from my head and beard and sat down appalled" 
(Ezra 9:1-3). 

On the first day of Tishri in 444 B.C. the people 
gathered in Jerusalem in the square before the Water 
Gate. It was the Feast of Trumpets, now celebrated as 
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. The Water Gate 
was not one of the city gates. It evidently led from the 
former royal palace, which was south of the Temple. It 
was near enough to the Temple so that the people could 
attend the morning sacrifices. However, since it was not 
sacred ground, everybody could attend "the assembly 
which was made up of men and women and all who were 
able to understand" (Neh 8:2). 

"On the first of Tishri (Rosh Hashanah) of the year 444 
B.CE, a large number of people gathered in the court 
of the Temple. They watched with deep interest the 
priests and Levites at the service and the offering of the 
sacrifices. When the sacrifices had been completed, all 
eyes turned to the platform which had been erected in 
the middle of the court Nehemiah stood there with the 
elders of the community and the chief priests. On it arose 
the dignified figure of Ezra, now an old man. In his hand 
was a scroll. Silence fell over the multitude as the old 
man raised his voice. Ezra read of God's covenant with 
Abraham, of the scene at Mount Sinai, of the warning 
given to the Hebrews that they must be a holy people, 
and of the religious and social laws by which that holi-
ness was to be attained. Hours passed, and Ezra still read 
on. The people gave him close attention, for they were 
listening to their history, their destiny and their hopes. 
Their eyes filled with quiet tears when they thought of 
the great achievements expected of them. Long past 
midday Ezra stopped. He dismissed the people and told 
them to celebrate the holiday joyfully. The leaders and 
priests, deeply moved by the reading, stayed behind. 
One by one they came and made a solemn pledge to Ezra 
and Nehemiah to adopt the Torah from which Ezra had 
been reading as the fundamental law, the Constitution, 
of the restored state." 

Solomon Grayzel, A History of the Jews, p. 30. 

After Ezra finished reading the Book of the Law of 
continued on following page 
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IN THE SYNAGOGUE, 
THERE IS NO FORGIVENESS 
October is the month when Rosh HaShanah (New 
Year), Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) and Sukkot 
(Feast of Tabernacles) occur. Though all three are 
special in the Jewish home, Yom Kippur is considered 
the most holy and solemn day, and observed 
primarily in the synagogue. 

On Yom Kippur, Jewish people pray, fast and 
concentrate on their need for forgiveness. They ask 
God to grant them atonement and to inscribe their 
names in the book of eternal life. 

But in the synagogue, there is no forgiveness of sin. 
That comes only through Messiah. 

That's why your Chosen People workers throughout 
North America will be holding special services over 
the holidays. 

During these services, the true meaning of atonement 
is explained, and God's atonement through Yeshua is 
presented. Many people who don't know the Lord 
will attend, and in God's good grace, many will accept 
His Life. 

You can help us proclaim this message and follow up 
on the people who attend these services. When you 
pray for and send gifts to Chosen People Ministries, 
you become an important part of this outreach to the 
Jewish people. 

The synagogue has no answer to give people on Yom 
Kippur. You do. 

0 I promise to pray for ABMJ missionaries and for 
the salvation of the Jewish people. 

0 I also enclose $  	in support of 
ABMJ missionaries. 

NAME (Please print) 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY 	 STATE 	 ZIP 
D106 

Send to: ABMJ, P.O. Box 2000, Orangeburg, N.Y. 10962 
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Now, a Jewish 
Evangelism 
Seminar Right 
In Your Own Home! 

Introducing 
the 

Jewish People 
to Their 
Messiah 

In the privacy of your own living room, Sunday School class 
or Bible Study have an ABMJ/Chosen People Ministries 
missionary teach you the how-to's of Jewish Evangelism. 

POSTAGE PAID 
INCLUDES BOOK 

Non-Profit 

BULK 

Orangeburg, NY 

Permit No. 32 

Let Chosen People Ministries' missionary Rev. Larry 
Feldman, a Jewish believer and Dallas Seminary graduate 
show you how to share the Gospel with the Jewish people. 

These two cassettes will give you all the practical hints 
you need to share your faith. 

  

ABMJ/CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES 
BOX 2000 ORANGEBURG, NY 10962 

 

 

El Please send me my JEWISH EVANGELISM SEMINAR 
(Two tapes, one book) I enclose $8.60, ($11.00 in Canada) B112 

0 Please send me just the JEWISH EVANGELISM SEMINAR 
tapes, without the book. I enclose $6.75 ($8.65 in Canada) KLF3 

NAME 	  

ADDRESS 	  

CITY 	 STATE 	ZIP 	  

 

       

  

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 	
A106 

IN CANADA: BETH SAR SHALOM MISSION 
BOX 4400, STA. 'D', HAMILTON, ONT. L8V4L8 

 

       

You'll learn the proper terminology to use, a clear outline 
of Messianic Prophecy, and the plan of salvation from the 
Old Testament. 

More important, Rev. Feldman explains the reasons and 
scriptural admonitions for sharing the Gospel with the 
Jewish people. 

An excellent gift to give to your pastor or friends, this 
special package offer includes ABMJ/Chosen People 
Ministries' own Jewish Evangelism manual. Introducing 
The Jewish People to Their Messiah, an information-
packed guide to supplement this all new cassette series. 

Order today while supplies last. 
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