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What's Wrong With the World ? 
(A Gentile Christian who dearly loves the Jews, because he owes his salvation to the Jewish Mes- 

siah, the Lord Jesus Christ, here unburdens his heart to every Jew who will read and think.) 

By Rev. John R. Rozendal 

HEN you are sick, you go to a 
physician ; you expect that he 
will give you first a careful ex- 

amination in order to learn the cause of 
your trouble. Only then can he prescribe 
a remedy. This a physician can do with 
respect to physical ailments. But when 
your ailments are not physical, but spiri-
tual, should you not proceed in the same 
manner ? 

PHILOSOPHY DUMB, BUT GOD SPEAKS 

All must agree that there is something 
wrong with man besides his being sub-
ject to bodily ailments. There is some-
thing wrong with his soul and his mind, 
something wrong with his will and his 
emotions, and with his ambitions. Pres-
ent-day world conditions make that clear 
to us. From whence come hatred, envy, 
bloodshed, dishonesty and distrust ? 

From whence comes the lack of respect 
for, and lack of faith in, God and His 
Word ? Have you ever stopped to ask 
yourself what the reason for all this 
might be ? And why we live in a world 
where there is so much that is wrong, a 
world where people are bbrn to die ? 
Philosophers of all ages have tried to 
give the answer, but have failed. These 
matters present a big problem, a problem 
which no human reasoning can solve. 

GOD HAS THE ANSWER 

Is the situation then hopeless ? No, it 
is not, for God has given us the Bible 
which tells us plainly where the root of 
all perversion and misery lies and where 
the remedy may be found ; and it tells us 
this in the Old Testament as well as in 
the New Testament. 

The Bible tells us that Sin lies at the  

root of all the perversion and misery in 
the world, and that this is inherent in the 
heart and life of man. Since only the Bible 
reveals the cause of these ailments and 
only the Bible prescribes the remedy, will 
you not go with us to the Bible to see 
what is God's diagnosis, and what is 
God's remedy ? 

THE SAD STORY OF SATAN 

The third chapter of Genesis tells us 
that it is Satan who brought Sin into the 
world. Satan was once an angel, but he 
revolted against God ; and, being banish-
ed from heaven, he went about trying to 
establish a kingdom of evil in opposition 
to the Kingdom of God. Therefore, when 
God created Adam and Eve in His own 
image and likeness as His representatives 
upon earth, Satan at once set about the 
task of getting man away from God. Re-
member, Satan never created or produced 
anything ! You will notice in the third 
chapter of Genesis that Satan misrepre-
sented the truth; he twisted God's com-
mand to Adam and Eve. Furthermore, 
Satan imitated God by promising man a 
higher position ; for he tells Adam and 
Eve that they will be like God. This 
promise, if true, would make man his 
own master. Let us remember these 
things as we try to understand the nature 
and character of sin, which, basically, is 
pride, and pride brings revolt against God 
and His Law. 

DON'T LET SATAN FOOL YOu 

Alan became sinful by yielding to the 
advice of Satan and going contrary to the 
command of God. This command, not to 
eat 	the fruit of the tree which stood 
in the midst of the garden, was entirely 
fair. Adam and Eve had no need for its  

fruit, since there was ample fruit for them 
on the other trees. God's purpose in giv-
ing this command was noble. God desired 
that man be obedient so that he might be 
happy in fellowship with God and might 
delight himself in God, Who made all 
things good and for a good purpose, 
namely, to glorify Himself. 

Not even Satan could find fault with 
God's plan. It is God's plan for the world 
which brings man joy and happiness, both 
in this life and in the life to come. Do not 
let Satan fool you into believing that he 
has something better. Time and exper-
ience have proved that those who follow 
Satan plunge themselves and others into 
misery, despair and death. Read the curse 
which God pronounced upon Satan, upon 
Eve, and upon Adam in the third chapter 
of Genesis. This is God's curse upon their 
sin. In the midst of these curses, how-
ever, God proclaims victory for His plan; 
the seed of the woman shall crush the 
head of the serpent, that is, the head of 
Satan. God shall destroy Satan and his 
empire. 

GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES 

That promise has its fulfillment in the 
suffering and death of the Messiah, Jesus. 
He paid the price of our redemption. He 
became the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world. By His death, 
and resurrection, He gave the guarantee 
of the coming of that future day when 
lie will indeed have crushed the head of 
the serpent for all time, and He shall 
reign forever. The sacrifical lamb of the 
Passover was a perfect picture of the 
purpose of Jesus' suffering and death. 

The lamb, whose blood on the door-
posts served to secure Israel's first born 
against God's judgment of death, was an 
exact symbol of Jesus, the Lamb of God, 
Whose blood serves to secure us against 
God's judgment upon sin. 

If you would have the answer to the 
great problems which confront us in this 
sinful world and life, go to the Bible. 
Ask God to give you the Holy Spirit, for 
it is He who will open your eyes and your 
heart to see the origin and character of 
sin ; and seeing this, you too will seek 
forgiveness and cleansing by the. power 
and Spirit of God. 

Don't Go to Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem — the one hallowed spot dear to every Jewish heart! 
Why should we Jews not go there? Because the doing so at this time is 
fraught with dangers unparalleled in all of Judah's sad history. The Word 
of God is filled with predictive warning concerning a return to the Jewish 
"Home Land" in these days. Would you care to know what God's Word says? 
Send us 5/I in stamps and ask for our leaflet, "Don't Go to Jerusalem." 
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Who is This Bethlehemite ? 
AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 

TO THE JEWS, Inc. 
Established by Leopold Cohn in 1894 

Our Hebrew Prayer Book contains mention of "The Son of Jesse, the Bethle- 
hemite", but our Rabbis seem unable to explain Who this Person is. 

Or are they afraid to try? 

By Herman Newmark 

WHEN you recite your prayers in the 
synagogue or in your home, do you 

know what you are talking about ? Or, do 
you just rush into the synagogue at the 
last minute, and repeat, parrot-like, 
words that are utterly meaningless to 
you? 

How comes it that in the Friday even-
ing prayers for the Inauguration of the 
Sabbath, all Jews everywhere say : 

Shake thyself from • the dust. Arise, put on 
the garments of thy glory, 0 My people! 
Through the son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, 
draw Thou nigh to .my soul, redeem it. (Star 
Hebrew Book Co., 1929, Siddur-Daily Prayers.) 

WHO IS THIS BETHLEHEMITE? 

DO YOU KNOW? 

I do wish that the rabbis would explain 
to their people who this son of Jesse the 
Bethlehemite is, and also how it is that 
through Him we can be redeemed ! This is 
no ordinary prayer, for it implies that 
there is no redemption apart from this 
Unique Person. Who, then, is He ? Why 
do they not even name Him ? It certainly 
looks as though this prayer had been 
compiled many centuries ago, and only 
after conference with Jews who must 
have known this Bethlehemite ! But the 
synagogue does not dare to name Him ! 

So let us see what the Scripture says on 
this matter; for the T'nach must be our 
final court of appeal, if we are to act as 
true Jews : 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 
his roots. And in that day there shall he a root 
of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 
People; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his 
rest shall Ile glorious, (Isaiah 11:1,10.) 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to 
be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting. (Micah 5:2.) 

The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, until 1 make thine enemies thy 
footstool. 	(Psalm 110:1.) 

Now when Jesus was horn in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jeru-
salem. saying. Where is he that is born King 
of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him. When Herod 
the king had heard these things, he was troub-
led, and all Jerusalem with him. And when 
he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born. And they said un-
to him. In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is 
written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in 
the land of Juda, art not the least among the 
princes of Juda; for out of thee shall come a 
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then 
Herod, when he had privily called the wise 
men, inquired of them diligently what time the 
star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem. 
and said, Go and search diligently for the young  

child; and when ye have found him, bring me 
word again, that 1 may come and worship him 
also. When they had heard the king, they de-
parted: and. 1.o, the star, which they saw in • 
the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy. And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped hint: 
and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankin-
cense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:1-11.) 

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re-
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; but with the prec-
ious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blem-
ish and without spot: Who verily was foreor-
dained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you, who 
by him do believe in God, that raised him up 
from the dead. and gave him glory; that your 
faith and hope might be in God. 

I Peter 1:18-25.) 

Even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28.) 

Have we not now discovered the mean-
ing of this strange synagogue prayer? 
Can you not see .  with us that it has al-
ready been answered ? 

1..The prayer infers that. Messiah, the 
Son of David (whose father was Jesse), 
is the Redeemer of the soul. 

2. He cannot redeem us if He is a sin-
ner like ourselves. 

3. He is David's Lord, as well as his 
son. 

4. Though He is to be born in Bethele-
hem, yet He is from everlasting. 

5. He was miraculously born as the 
New Testament records, in order that He 
might redeem us; for He Himself said 
that He came into the world To Give His 
Life a Ransom. 

A SUPERFLUOUS PRAYER 

So the synagogue's prayer has already 
been answered, and He Who was rejected 
on earth is at God's right hand until His 
enemies become His footstool. Then He 
is to come back to reign on David's 
throne over Israel and the whole earth. 

He came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not. But as many as received Him, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God,. even 
to them that believe on His name. 

(John 1:11,12.) 

You see that when Jesus Christ was on 
earth there were Jews who received Him, 
and there are still many thousands in Is-
rael who do so now. 

Will yOu not join us and receive Him 
as your Redeemer and King? 

HEADQUARTERS 

LEOPOLD COHN 

MEMORIAL BLDG. 

236 WEST 72nd STREET 

NEW YORK 23, N, Y. 

Something to Worry About 

THE only hope for Israel's salvation 
is the Messiah. On this point every 

true Jew agrees. The Talmud, the Jewish 
sages of the centuries, the prophets of 
the ages, God Himself—all, all, sing the 
praises and paint the glories of the com-
ing of Him Who is the Desire of the 
Nations. 

But how is He to come ? And how will 
we be able to know He is the genuine—
the real—Messiah ? Let us take two prob-
lems only, just as examples. There are 
many, many more, but these two should 
at least open your eyes and start you on 
a new track of inquiry : 

1. Every Jew knows that the Messiah 
must stem from David. Is He not called 
David's Son ? 

2. Every Jew knows that He must 
be born in Bethlehem. See Micah 5:2. 

But — (1) Suppose someone came 
along and announced that some other 
person was our Messiah. How could he 
prove to us his genealogy from David ? 
Where are the tribal records ? Were they 
not all destroyed in 70 A.D. by Titus ? Do 
you know from which tribe you descend ? 

(2) And what about Bethlehem ? Don't 
you know that this city of 10,000 popula-
tion is 100 per cent Arab and that no Jew 
has lived there for one thousand years? 

What is the answer ? Only this : If the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the direct descendant 
of King David's line, and born in Bethle-
hem 1900 years ago—if this Christ be not 
our true Messiah, there can never he an -
other. 

Think it over. And ask the Rabbis ! 
If the Rabbis can't tell you, or if they 

try to twist and distort the holy Word of 
God, then it is your duty to bid them 
good by, and start an independent search 
of your own. For God will hold you re-
sponsible for your refusal to believe His 
Word. The warning is, "Every soul that 
sinneth shall die"! 

Do what our father Abraham did—
leave your home, your kindred, your false 
teachers, and go after the true God. Only 
so will God bless you, and give you peace, 
and joy, and everlasting life. 

Again, think it over ! 
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