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Why God Does Not Answer 
Your Yom Kippur Prayers 

What does God really require of us in order that we may obtain forgiveness 
of sin? Are we meeting the conditions? Have we missed the mark? 

Is there a way out? 

THE JEWISH NATION, during the first 
ten days of Tishri, is seeking for-
giveness of sin by praying, fasting 
and by doing good deeds. These 

ten days culminate in the observance of 
the Day of Atonement, which is one of 
the most solemn days in Jewish religious 
life. 

On this day, our people beat their 
breasts, confessing their sins; yet, if you 
were to ask a Jew at the close of the Day 
of Atonement, "Has God forgiven you 
your sins ?" the answer would be, "I hope 
so." You have no assurance that your 
sins are forgiven. 

GOD'S ATONEMENT NOT OURS 

In Leviticus, chapter 16; we find a de-
tailed account of Yom Kippur as institu-
ted by God. But, you will notice that it 
is different from the Day of Atonement, 
as observed by our Jewish people today. 
In the original Day of Atonement as ob-
served by our forefathers under the Lev-
itical laws, there were three requirements 
necessary on this day. First, Israel had a 
Priest, who acted on their behalf. Second-
ly, Israel had a Tabernacle. And, thirdly, 
she had a Sacrifice. Without these three 
there could be no Day of Atonement. 

THE PRIEST, OR MIDDLE-MAN 

Our Jewish people boast that they do 
not need a Middle-man to act on their 
behalf. They say that they can approach  

God directly. But this is not true. Israel 
always had a Middle-man, especially on 
this day of days. He was the High Priest, 
from the household of Aaron. He alone 
could enter into the Holy Place and offer 
a sacrifice for the sins of the people. 

Today, We ask our Jewish people why 
they do not have a Priest. They reply, 
"We don't need one." But the Lord said. 
that the Priest should make an atone-
ment for Israel once every year. 

For on that day shall the priest make an 
atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may 
be clean from your sins before the Lord. 

Leviticus 16:30. 

Why then are we without an earthly 
Priest ? Surely God has not mocked us 
and has not asked us to do the imposs-
ible ? 

Today, in the Synagogue service, our 
people acknowledge the fact that they 
have no Mediator or Middle-man. The 
following prayer is recited, 

The Messiah, our Righteousness, has depart-
ed from us. _we are alarmed. We Have No One 
To Justify Us, our sins and the yoke of our 
transgressions He bare, He was bruised for 
our iniquity, He carried on His shoulder our 
sins; with His stripes are we healed. AhnightY 
God hasten the day when He shall come to us • 

Here Israel makes confession that she 
has no one to plead her cause. Yet, little 
does Israel realize that in this prayer, 
part of Isaiah 53 is being quoted ! The  

Suffering One depicted in this prayer is 
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ ! 
He is our High Priest, our Mediator be-
tween God and man. 

CAN THE DEAD BE THE MIDDLE-MAN? 

During the ten days preceding Yom 
Kippur, our people visit the cemeteries 
and pray to the dead. They ask them to 
intercede to God on their behalf. They.in-
vite the dead person to be their Mediator. 
Where are we told in Holy Writ to pray 
to the dead ? Our people should pray in-
stead to the One who said, "I am He that 
liveth and was dead, and behold .I am 
alive for evermore," and Who said, "I 
am the Resurrection and the Life; he 
that believeth in Me though He were 
dead, yet shall he live." That One is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Israel's Messiah. 

THE TABERNACLE 

The work of the High Priest was as-
sociated with that of the Tabernacle. The 
High Priest after slaying the Sacrifice, 
would enter the Holy of Holies with the 
blood of a bullock. The presence of the 
Priest in the Holy Place would make the.  
Israelites outside the Tabernacle very 
anxious. For, should the Sacrifice be re-
jected, then the Priest would die, and 
they would be without a Middle-man. So, 
the children of Israel would long for their 
High Priest to come out. Our High 
Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, has entered 
the Holy Place not with the blood of bull-
ocks and of goats, but .  with His own 
precious blood. 

THE SACRIFICE 

When the High Priest walked through 
the one door leading to the outer court 
of the Tabernacle, he came face to face 
with the Brazen Altar which is the place 
of Sacrifice. Today, before the Day of 
Atonement, the Jewish people offer a 
chicken as their sacrifice. They pray that 
this, their substitute, might atone for 
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their sins. But, we do not read anything 
about a chicken being offered on the Day 
of Atonement as instituted by God. Some 
say that fasting has taken the place of 
sacrifice; but that cannot be. We read, 

For the life of the flesh is in the Blood: and 
I have given it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement for your soul: For it is the Blood 
that Maketh an Atonement for the Soul. 

Leviticus 17:11 

WHERE ARE OUR SINS? 

A few days before Yom Kippur, our 
people go to a river, or a body of water. 
There they shake their garments and 
empty their pockets in the water. They 
recite all the while, "He will cast all our 
sins into the depth of the sea." But, they 
do not acknowledge that their sin is not 
in their pockets, but in their hearts. 

After the High Priest emerged from 
the Holy Place, he.  would take two goats ; 
one goat, the Lord's goat; the other, the 
Scape-goat. Lots were cast for the Scape-
goat. For we read, 

And when he hath made an end of recon-
ciling the Holy Placer  and the Tabernacle of 
the congregation, and the altar, he shall bring 
the live goat: and Aaron shall lay both his 
hands upon the head of the live goat, and con-
fess over him all the iniquities of the children 
of Israel, and all their transgressions in all 
their sins, putting them upon the head of the 
goat, and shall send him away by the hand of 
a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat 
shah bear upon him all their iniquities unto a 
land not inhabited: and he shall let go the 
goat in the wilderness. Leviticus 16:20-22. 

We note that Jehovah's goat was killed, 
but the Scape-goat had over him the 
hands of the High Priest, and confession 
of sin was made. Then we read the strik-
ing words, "Putting them upon the head 
of the live goat." In other words, the 
Scape-goat bore upon its head the sins 
and transgressions of Israel. Surely this 
is a type of Israel's Messiah who carried 
upon Himself, the sins of the world. Do 
we not read in Isaiah 53 :6, 

The Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity 
of us all. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ hung upon 
the Cross of Calvary, the Roman soldier 
placed upon His head a crown of thorns. 
But, He was carrying a heavier load ; He 
was bearing the sins of the world ! The 
Scape-goat not only carried the sins of 
Israel, but He took them to a place not 
inhabited. The Psalmist says, 

As far as the east is from the west, so far 
has He removed our transgressions from us. 

The Jewish rabbis tell us on Yom Kip-
pur that there are three classes of people 
as far as God is concerned. First, there 
is the righteous ; second, there is the in-
termediate, not righteous and not wick-
ed ; and third, there is the wicked. When 
we examine the Holy Scriptures we read. 
"There is none righteous, no, not one." 
"All our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags." 

The only Righteous One is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, our Messiah. FOr we read, 

He who knew no sin was made to be sin for 
us, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him. 

It is only through Him that we can be-
come righteous. Secondly, nowhere in the 
Scriptures do we find that there is a mid-
dle class of people. The Rabbis say that 
this intermediate group must pray and 
work during the ten terrible. days, so 
that they may become righteous. But 
God only knows of two classes of people 
—sinners who are lost, and sinners who 
are saved because of their faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Concerning the wicked, the rabbis tell 
us that they are to be destroyed; but God 
invites the wicked to forsake their sins 
and obtain pardon :- 

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him re-
turn unto the 1,ord....and to our God. tor ne 
will abundantly pardon. 	Isaiah 55:7. 

So, we praise God, that there is hope 
for every sinner who puts his trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

WHY DO WE HAVE YOM KIPPUR? 

The question is asked, "Why is an 
atonement necessary ?" and the answer is, 
.Because of man's sin. There are three 
Hebrew words which explain sin. One 
word is "Pesa." This means transgres-
sion, lawlessness, or rebellion and open 
defiance against God. Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of Eden violated God's law, 
for they rebelled against God. Then there 
is the word, "Chatah," which means fail-
ure ; surely every sinner will admit that 
fact. The third word, "Avon," tells of the 
depraved nature of the sinner. However, 
God deals with us in a wonderful way, 
for we read, 

He• (the Lord Jesus Christ) was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him: and with His stripes we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5. 

When we accept the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our personal Saviour from sin, God 
looks upon us as though we had never 
sinned. It is not fasting, going to the 
river and emptying our pockets, nor the 
slaying of a chicken, that can wash away 
our sins. Our true atonement is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Perfect One, who gave 
His life a ransom for you and me. 

Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 
Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain. 

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away— 
A sacrifice of nobler name: 
And richer blood than they. 

My faith would lay her hand, 
On that dear Head of Thine, 
While like a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin. 

Believing we rejoice, 
To see the curse remove: 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 
And sing His bleeding love. 
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Dear Reader, do you wonder why your 
Yom Kippur prayers have never been 
answered ? Isaiah, the Prophet gives us 
the reason, 

But your iniquities have separated between 
You and your God, and your sins have hid His 
face from you, that He will not hear. 

Isaiah 59:2. 

Do you want to have the assurance of 
your sins forgiven ? You can have it to-
day, by accepting God's only Atonement, 
the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Messiah and Saviour. 

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up : That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

John 3:14-16. 
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