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"These Sweepstakes Tickets Are My God!" 
Many of our people are like this aged Jew, who, discouraged and disillusioned, was willing 

to disown the God of his fathers and put his hope in a piece of paper. 
By H. KOSER 

AST WEEK I entered a store where 
sat an aged Jewish man. We chat- 
	) ted for a while, and then I noticed 
he had some sweepstakes tickets in his 
hand which he seemed to prize highly. 
I smiled and asked what these tickets 
meant - to him. To my astonishment, 
a change at once came over him. As 
one possessed, he jumped up and shout-
ed: "These tickets are my god! If God 
could permit 61/2  millions of my people 
to be slaughtered, I disown Him, and 
these tickets are now my god !" 

I was amazed, for he appeared to be an 
intelligent and religious man. He was 
even wearing a skull cap. I told him I 
could never place my faith in a piece of 
paper; my faith was in the Eternal God 
Who never changes. 1 then asked him, 
"Tell me, are you going to observe Pass-
over ?" "Why, of course !" he replied. I 
said, "How can you do this, when you 
just said that the sweepstakes tickets arc 
your god? Did they deliver our people 
from the bondage of the Egyptians, or 
bring them into the Promised Land ?" I 
reminded him of Aaron who made the 
golden calf and caused Israel to sin by 
saying, "These are your gods • which 
brought you up out of Egypt !" 

DID GOD KILL SIX MILLION JEWS? 

He broke down, and said, "My faith is 
shaken! How could God slaughter so 
many of my people !'" I explained to him 
that God hadn't slain them, for He still 
loves Israel with an everlasting love. But 
man's depraved and degenerate nature 
had brought about this disaster. I remind-
ed him that God's promise, "Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay," still was true to-
day, even as it was in the days of Haman 
who was hung on the gallows he had 
erected to. destroy Mordecai, the Jew. So 
it was also in the days of Pharaoh; was  

he riot drowned in the sea as he pursued 
Israel to destroy her ? It yet remains to 
be seen how the Lord will avenge those 
who dared to raise their arms against His 
chosen people. His promise, "I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee," still holds true today. 

"YOUR BIBLE IS DIFFERENT!" 

We talked for some time, and finally 
he said, "I've never heard anyone speak 
as you do." I told him that I was a Jew-
ish believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
asked him if he would let me give him 
the reasons why I accepted Him. I open-
ed my Bible and pointed out the different 
prophecies in the Old Testament which 
proved that Jesus Christ, the rejected 
One, was really the One foretold by the 
Prophets. At first he was skeptical, and 
said, "Your Bible is different from mine !" 
1 asked him to get his own Hebrew Bible 
which he kept in the back of the store, 
and when he brought it, I showed him the 
same prophecies recorded there. He lis-
tened attentively, and was astounded to 
find how each promise in his Bible was 
fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Messiah, Who came into this world as a 
Lamb without spot or blemish, to die 
as a sacrifice (corban) for our sins. 

'WHY DO THE. RABBIS HATE US? 

He asked many questions and then 
said, "Yes, He seems to fulfill every pre-
.diction ; but why don't our Rabbis and 
our nation accept Him ? And why do they 
make outcasts of those Jews who do be-
lieve in Him ?" These questions I told him 
were age-old. Many :Jews, both past and 
present, have uttered them time and time 
again. The Bible holds the only explana-
tion: 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
master's crib: but Isl•ael doth not know. my  

people doth not consider . . , they have pro-
voked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they. 
are gone away backward. Isaiah 1:3,4. 

Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a 
rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and 
see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not; 
for they are a rebellious house. Ezekiel 12:2. 

Men today, as in days of old, only see 
what they want to see ; and only hear 
what they want to hear. People can make 
themselves blind, by shutting their eyes 
to the truth. In the history of our nation 
we find that our people time and again 
mistreated those .who were God's mes-
sengers. The majority of our people al-
ways rebelled against God and caused 
the minority who did believe in Him to 
suffer. Let us look at some of our great 
leaders and prophets and see how they 
were treated and rejected by the nation 
of Israel 

1. MOSES 

He who today is considered by our 
people to be their greatest prophet, how 
was he received by his brethren ? Recent-
ly I read an article wherein the writer 
states that Moses was to him like his 
god. But, hear what Moses went through 
for his faith in God: 

And Moses cried unto the Lord. saying. What 
shall I do unto this people? they he almost 
ready to Stone me. Exodus 17:4. 

2. ELIJA.H 

This is the same Elijah who has such 
a prominent place in our Passover Seder; 
this is the one for whom we leave a chair 
and for whom a cup of wine is named. 
This is the .Elijah for whom the whole 
family arises, during the solemn Passover 
supper, and for whom they cry, "Blessed 
is He that cometh in the Name . of the 
Lord." How eagerly the family looks to 
the opened door at that time ! And yet, 
this is the Elijah who suffered so shame-. 
fully at the hands of our people. For we 
hear him as he cries, 

I have been very jealous for the Lord God 
of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsak-
en thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even 
I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take 
it. away. I Kings 9:10. 

ZECHARIAli 

Zechariah was God's messenger during 
the reign of joash, Israel's King; and he 
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was slain for his faith in the living God; 
for we read, 

And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah 
the son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood 
above the people, and said unto them: Thus 
saith God. Why transgress ye the command-
ments of the 141111. that ye ca nnot prosper? 
because ye hive forsaken the Lord, He hath also 
forsaken yon. And they conspired against him, 
and stoned him with stones at the command-
-merit of the king 'in the court of the house of 
the Lord. 2 Chronicles 24:2.1,21. 

4. JEREMIAH 

The Weeping Prophet warned our peo-
ple to return' unto the Lord before de-
struction came upon them, and their 
land: He too suffered, for we read, 

Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes 
and to all the people,' saying, The Lord sent 
me to prophesy against this house and against 
this city all the words which ye have heard... 
But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to 
death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood up-
on yourselves, and upon this city; for of a 
truth the Lord Math sent me unto you to speak 
all theste words in your ears. Jeremiah 26:12,15. 

The majority of our people, and our 
rulers, have always rebelled against God's 
messengers. Is it any wonder that when 
Jesus,• the Messiah for whom they had 
long waited, came, they did not recognize 
Him, but rejected and spurned Him, and 
even handed Him over to be crucified ? 

As I finished explaining the reason for 
my belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
man shook his head sadly, and said, "It 

NATHANIEL KAMERAS was born in 
Russia. His parents were pious 
Jews who brought him, at the age 

of five, wrapped in a Tallith (prayer 
shawl) to the Chedar, to receive the nec-
essary instructions. Every other occupa-
tion, every other recreation, form of play, 
or game, of . childhood—all that makes 
the heart light and the body strong—was 
banished from his life. All his longings 
and wishes died within him ; the master 
behind him drove him on with a Chomesh 
(Pentateuch) in one hand and a rod in 
the other, until he came to look upon the 
Chedar as a prison, and the teacher as 
a jailor. 

IN TI-11.3 YESI-11VA—WHERE IS MESSIAH? 

Later he was sent to a Yeshiva, where 
he studied with about a hundred other 
boys. Nathaniel attached himself to an 
elderly, lonely man, named Rabbi Tod-
resell. They lived together, and he watch-
ed the Rabbi very closely. At midnight, 
when all around was quiet, and the old 
man thought himself unobserved, he 
would take off his shoes, and seat himself 
on the floor, imploring the Lord in heart-
felt sincerity, in His mercy, to return to  

sounds true, and it must be true, but I'm 
afraid to believe. The cost is too great!" 
My heart ached for him. Is it too great 
a cost for a mother to descend into the 
valley of the shadow of death to bring 
forth a child ? If you asked 'her, she would 
say, "No !" Was it too great a cost during 
the Revolutionary War for men to fight 
and give their lives for freedom? If you 
asked our fellow-Americans, they would 
reply with a hearty, "No !" 

God offers you a bargain :.something 
for nothing! The price is all paid. Jesus, 
the Messiah, paid the full penalty for 
your redemption and mine, when He 
cried out on Calvary, "It is finished!" 

0 friends, as you think on the goodness 
and mercy of God, how can you continue 
to harden your hearts, as your fathers did 
of old! The Lord is calling you : 

incline your ear, and come unto Me; hear. 
and your soul shall live. Isaiah 55:3. 

Cast away front you all your transgressions, 
whereby ye have transgressed . . for why will 
ye die, 0 house of Israel? For I have no plea-
sure in the death of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live 
ye. Ezekiel 18:31,32. 

The Lord offers to you Life or Death, 
and says "Choose ye. . ." 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved. Acts 16:31. 

WhoaoeN•er shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. Romans 10:13. 

Jerusalem and reign there as He had pro-
phesied ! Nathaniel soon found himself 
beginning to pray eagerly and persever-
ingly that the Messiah might soon come 
and release His people from captivity. 
There were questions that often worried 
him. He would ask, "Why does not God 
answer such real and fervent .prayers ?" 
"Why does not the Messiah come to re-
lease His people, as He promised?" 

Once in speaking to a visiting Talmud-
ist, Nathaniel told him what was troub-
ling him ; and to his astonishment, the 
learned one said, "Prayers such as those 
will not and can never be answered ; for 
the Messiah has already come !" In vain 
Nathaniel tried to understand the mean-
ing of this startling statement; but the 
Talmudist avoided all the questioning, 
telling him only that he possessed a Book 
which explained the entire mystery. 
When Nathaniel asked for it, he told him 
he was afraid to give it to him.; for he 
feared the consequences. But, he added, 
"if you want to know the full truth, you 
must go abroad. Only there is it possible 
for one to search for the truth freely and 
independently." Tortured by restlessness, 
despair and longing, Nathaniel decided to 
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follow his advice, and soon thereafter 
left Russia. 

A jEWISH SHONMAN1.31: HELPS OUT . 

He went to Vienna and there made the 
acquaintance of a :Jewish shoemaker who 
was the first one to give him a New 
Testament in Hebrew. The very first sen-
tence of the Book was sufficient to draw 
him to it like a magnet. For there it was 
written' clearly what the Talmudist had 
told him ; namely, that the Messiah who 
until now had been the object of his pray-
ers, desires and hopes, had actually al-
ready come ! On being asked more about 
it, the shoemaker sent him to a Jewish 
believer ill the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
showed him front the Word of God that 
Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah of 
Israel. 

As Nathaniel read the New Testament 
and compared it with the Old, he saw 
himself wounded by sin. Immediately he 
acknowledged the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his Messiah and Saviour, who had re-
deemed him from the bondage of sin, 
through the shedding of His blood on 
CalVary's tree. 'He saw himself now as a 
pardoned sinner; possessing new hope 
and new life, because God's love had been 
so great that he had sent the Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to die in his stead, 
and in accepting Him, he now possessed_ 
eternal life. He was so- overcome with -
his knowledge that he decided - to spend 
the rest of his life telling his brethren 
about the "good news"—that their l6ng-
sought-for Messiah had already come: 
the Lord Jesus Christ 

Reader, how about_ you ? Have you 
found the Messiah? 

In a Tallith to the Chedar 
But when Nathaniel Kameras reached the age of wisdom, he saw that he 
needed more than a Tallith to assure him of Olem Habu . . . He needed our 

Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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