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Can a Gentile Be a Christian 
Some Distinctions Every Jew Should Know. 

Why Don't the Rabbis Tell Us? 

HE letter that follows will, we trust, 
impress the reader with a keen sense 

of sympathy and even heartache. As you 
read it, will you just keep in mind that 
the Jewish young lady who wrote these 
lines is earnestly seeking for the truth. 
The pity is that the information she asks 
for is something which every Rabbi ought 
to be able to give her. But it seems that 
the Rabbi also does not have the answer. 
Here is the letter :- 

"Alay I tell you first that I write this letter 
with all due respect because you are an insti-
tution of religion—no matter what denomina-
tion. 

"I, myself, am Jewish, twenty years of age. 
While standing on the street yesterday, I was 
given one of your booklets, 'The Meaning of 
the Jewish Holy Days.' On top in small letters 
was written, 'What Every Jew Should Know.' 
I read nine pages and- then decided to write 
this letter to you. I am not extremely religious, 
so if you believe I should know the answer to 
the question I ask, please forgive and enlighten 
me. I can explain much better by setting 
forth here a part of a sentence in your booklet 
— 'By faith in the Lord Jesus Christ we are 
true children of God.' You must profess to be 
Jewish because in another part you refer to 
'our Jewish leaders.' 

"My question is: What, then, is the differ-
ence between Jew and Gentile? I had an idea 
that there was one and only one basic dif-
ference, to believe or not in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. What then would you call a Jew who 
turned to Jesus Christ and believed in Him? 
An 'Enlightened Jew'? I cannot understand 
this, because in the civilized world, you are 
a Jew only if you are not a Gentile: you are a 
Gentile only if you receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and when you do this you are no longer 
a Jew: I cannot understand, then, how you 
can be a Jew and a Gentile at the same time. 
Is it because so many people consider being 
Jewish as only an ancestral nationality? There 
are Jews of every different nationality in the 
world, but they all belong to the same religion 
if they are Jewish. 

"I have written this letter only because up-
on receiving the booklet, I thought it was 
written for people of the Jewish religion by 
people of the Jewish religion. 

"Again, please let me assure you I mean no 
disrespect whatsoever. I would honestly ap-
preciate an answer." 

For years and years THE SHEPHERD OF 
• ISRAEL has been doing nothing but ham-
mering home the facts of which this dear 
young woman is evidently so ignorant. 
Her misunderstandings naturally classify 
into two categories : 

First is her tragic mistake when she 
says, "You are a Gentile only if you re-
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ; and when 
you do this you are no longer a Jew."  

What untold blessings would come to our 
Jewish people if only the Rabbis would 
tell them honestly and universally that 
such an idea is utterly false and has not 
the slightest foundation in any fact, his-
toric or philosophic. We wish we could 
shout from the housetops; and in a voice 
that could be heard around the world, 
that no Gentile is born a Christian, no 
Gentile is automatically a believer on the 
Lord Jesus Christ! Likewise no Jew is 
automatically a believer on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. A Gentile is born a Gentile 
racially ; he may be an American Gentile 
or a French Gentile or a Russian Gentile, 
but he is a Gentile. A Jew likewise is born 
a Jew racially ; he may be an American 
Jew, a Palestinian Jew, a Russian Jew, 
but he is born a Jew. There is no religion 
attached to either one of these divisions 
which God has made in the human race. 

In Psalm (T'illim) 14:2-3, we read the 
following startling words: 

"The Lord looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, to see if there were any 
that did understand, and seek God. They are 
all gone aside, they are all together become 
filthy; there is none that doeth good, no not 
one." 

In the New Testament our great Jewish 
Christian Apostle, Paul, repeats the same 
indictment just as God gave it to us Jews 
in the Old Testament :- 

"As it is written, There is none righteous, 
no, not one." Romans 3:10. 

All of this means that both Jew and 
Gentile stand before .God guilty of such 
enormous sins that our own destiny for 
the world to come is everlasting punish- 

ment and away from the presence of 
God. 

EVERY JEW WRITES HIS OWN TICKET 

A Jewish child grows up, and when he 
reaches the age of maturity he decides 
what he is going to believe and how he is 
going to live. He may become, as the ill-
famed Trotsky became, an out-and-out 
atheist. He may become as some of our 
Jewish political leaders today have be-
come, a God-defying communist. Surely 
you would not dream of classing such men 
Jews by religion! They are unquestion-
ably a disgrace to the traditions of our 
Jewish history, a disgrace to Moses, to 
Abraham our father, to Isaiah, to Jere-
miah, to Ezekiel. They are only Jews 
racially, and that is all. When death comes 
and hurries them into eternity, they will 
go into such an eternity as no human 
mind can imagine. They are lost, and 
down through the eternities they will al-
ways be lost, lost, lost. 

The very same truths apply to those 
who are born Gentiles. They, too, have no 
magic charm that guarantees them any 
better future than is guaranteed to the 
Jews who are born Jews racially. The 
Word of God, our T'nach, tells us plainly 
that ALL, that is, both Jews and Gentiles, 
have sinned and are hopelessly lost. 

But God, in His great love for the hu-
man race, provided a remedy for the sin-
ful condition of both Jew and Gentile. 
Before ever there was a human being up-
on this earth, before Adam and Eve tasted 
of the forbidden fruit in the garden of 
Eden, there had taken place in the Hea-
vens above a meeting, a conference. That 
meeting was between God Himself, Jeho- 
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vah, and His own beloved Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our own wisest Talmudic 
writers have stated frankly in their mys-
tic volume, Zohar, that the Godhead 
which we worship consists of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. And 
so, before the dawn of history, Jehovah 
and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, enter-
ed into a contract whereby the Son under-
took solemnly to come down to this earth, 
in the fullness of time, and to go to the 
cross, there to suffer such shame and 
agony as no human mortal ever had ex-
perienced, so that through the sacrifice 
of the indescribably precious blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, a way could be made 
whereby both Jew and Gentile could find 
forgiveness for sin and the assurance of 
everlasting life (Olam Habo). 

The Lord Jesus Christ, spoken of in the 
Bible as the Lamb slain before the founda-
tion of the world, became the great Pass-
over Lamb ; once for all He paid the 
penalty for our sits. Done away were 
the Temple, the sacrifices, the priesthood. 
No more were there to be the slaughter-
ing of sheep and goats. The Lamb of God 
once and for all fulfilled the types that 
God has given to us to lead us' to the 
Cross of Christ. 

YOU WOULD NOT BE ALIVE TODAY—IF! 

If there had been no remedy provided 
in heaven for the sins of the human race, 
then it must follow inexorably that the 
moment Adam and Eve sinned they would 
have died! And there would be no human 
race on the earth today ! The remedy for 
sin must of necessity have been prepared 
by God before sin actually entered into 
the world. This is a necessity from the 
very nature of the case, for with God 
there are no afterthoughts; He knows the 
end from the beginning. 

The second mistake which this Jewish 
young lady makes, is to be found toward 
the end of her letter. She says, "There 
are Jews of every different nationality 
in the world, but they all belong to the 
same religion if they are Jews." 

But being a Jew is not a religion ! To 
claim that being a Jew is a religion, is 
such tragic fallacy, that it has worked 
untold shipwreck in the hearts and minds 
of 'uncounted thousands of Jews. Let us 
take a cross section of a typical audience 
of Jews that might be gathered together 
in one of our average synagogues any-
where in America. You will find Jews 
scattered through the audience that are 
out and out atheists; you will find Jews 
that are dabbling in Christian Science ; 
you will find Jews who deliberately deny 
the truth of our Bible, the Jewish -or Heb-
rew T'nach, and dare to tell us that the 
record which God gave of our deliverance 
from Egypt, the solemn statements that 
God makes concerning how he created 
man 'upon this earth, the thrilling rec-
ord of how God preserved our people 
for centuries against the most furious  

assaults of the enemies, that these records 
are false, that they are mere "allegory"! 
And yet all these Jews meet together in 
one synagogue and think that they are 
real J ews. But they are not! Certainly 
you would not claim that a Jew who de-
nies the God who took him out of Egypt 
can call himself a Jew by religion! He is 
a disgrace to the religion which God gave 
us in His Bible, and he only happens to 
be a Jew by accident of racial birth. 

NO MORE GENTILE — NO MORE JEW 

Nov to sum up the whole matter : We 
may say that a Gentile can be a Christian 
if he will humble himself, confess that he 
is a sinner beyond hope of human deliv-
erance, and will turn to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and accept Him as the sacrifice 
made once and •for all whereby any hu-
man being, Jew or Gentile, may find for-
giveness of sins and salvation unto etern-
ity. When. the Gentile does this, lie is no 
more a Gentile, but he has become a new 
creature, and he is called a child of God. 
He also then belongs to a. new creation 
which God made in the earth, called the 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

By the same token, any Jew who will 
likewise humble himself and accept the 
same salvation on the same conditions, 
offered through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
can also find forgiveness for his sins, and 
absolute assurance of eternal salvation. 
The Jew who has availed himself of this 
great offer, has also become a new crea-
ture in Christ.; he is now a child of God, 
and belongs to God's new creation upon 
this earth, the Church of Jesus Christ. 

And so in this new creation called the 
Church, both born-again Gentiles and 
born-again Jews meet together on one 
common ground. They meet no longer as 
Jews or as Gentiles, but they meet as 
truly born-again children of God, united 
in a blessed fellowship because of their 
common trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that through Him they both have access 
to the one Father, and through Him they 
both have the surest guarantee that can 
be given, either in heaven or on the earth, 
of everlasting life, eternal salvation. 

But, dear reader, it is not enough for 
you to read these lines, but we must ask 
you the question, what are you going to 
do about it? Will you let slip the offer 
which God holds out to you of everlasting 
life, peace and joy ? Or will you seize this 
offer this very moment, eagerly, willing-
ly, and trustingly? 

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that bath no money ; 
come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and with-
out price. 

Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread? and your labour for 
that. which satisfieth not? Hearken dili-
gently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatness. 	Isaiah 55:1,2. 
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