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Can a Jew Be An Anti-Semite ? 

TO put this question more pertinent-
ly : Can a Semite be an anti-Semite ? 
Many will be ready withciut any 

further discussion or inquiry to say, How 
absurd! That would really mean that a 
man or a people would deny his person-
ality and principle. By assuming such a 
perverted attitude he would forget the 
history of his people; he would make 
friends with his enemies. Such an indi-
vidual would be a traitor ! And such a 
verdict would be none too severe. 

That there are non-Jews who are anti-
Semites, is a fact all too true and sad. 
Such people are non-principled. One of 
the saddest chapters in human history is 
the appearance and outbreak from time 
to time of this great evil, anti-Semitism. 
It is a chapter written in blood ! 

Unthinkable as this may seem, there 
are Jews who are anti-Semites. They 
deny their own heritage and high calling 
among the nations. They fail to fulfill 
their mission in the world. And the num-
ber of anti-Semites among the Jewish 
people is far greater than , many are 
ready to admit. 

When we make this assertion we are 
not thinking of "renegade" Jews. We do 
not have in mind people who are ready 
to sell their own kin for gain or personal 
safety. Such people we find among all 
groups and in every nation. 

EXAMINE YOURSELF CAREFULLY 

This thing is of a very personal nature ; 
therefore, every Jew should examine 
himself and ask, Am I an anti-Semite ? 

Not all Semites are Jews. The catalog 
of Semitic peoples is a sizable one. Here, 
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however, we refer solely to the Jews, or 
if you wish, to the people of Israel. 

What then are we to understand by 
Semitism and what by anti-Semitism ? 

It should be understood that at this 
point we move directly into a spiritual 
atmosphere. Nationality, Zionism, .cus-
toms, idiosyncracies, are all outside our 
discussion. We deal with Israel as God's 
chosen people. We deal with Israel as the 
people which God formed in a super-
natural manner. A people to whom God 
revealed Himself and to whom He made 
specific promises, whom He • intrusted 
with His revelation, His Law, His Word, 
His Will. A people placed peculiarly 
among the nations, so that they might 
come to know the Sovereign God and the 
manner in which He demands to be serv-
ed. More than this, Israel was supposed 
to tell these nations how God will bring 
salvation to fallen humanity through His 
only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
. This supernatural formation of this 

peculiar, God-chosen people, began with 
the call of Abraham out of Ur of the 
Chaldees. It was continued by giving a 
son to the patriarch when both he and 
Sarah were of an age when it was 
humanly impossible to have a child. 

Prior to Abraham's call, as well as af-
terward, there had been promises con-
cerning the coming of the Messiah, Who 
was to redeem His people. Always these 
promises were first to Israel and then 
through them to the nations, But Israel 
refused to be a peculiar people and pre-
ferred to be as other nations : not having 
God as their King, but having a king 
from among themselves : 

And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken 
unto the voice of the people in all that they 
say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, 
but they have rejected me, that I should not 
reign over them. 1 Sam.. 8:7. 

The purpose of the Mosaic Law was to 
show the impossibility of any human be-
ing establishing his own righteousness. 
But Israel forgot the words of Jeremiah 
23:6 which declared that the Lord is our 
Righteousness (Jehovah Tsidkenu). Is-
rael forgot the declaration of Habakkuk 
2 :4, "the just shall live by faith." Israel 
went about to establish her own right-
eousness. Instead of teaching the nations 
by precept and example, as custodians 
of God's revelation, they themselves did 
not understand God's plan either for Is-
rael or for the nations. Truly, "My peo-
ple are destroyed for lack of knowledge." 
Hosea 4:6. Zephaniah 1 :17 also prophes-
ied, ". . They shall walk like blind men." 

WHAT MAKES A REAL SEMITE? 

By looking once more at the promise 
made to Abraham, the Jew will see clear-
ly that in Abraham's Seed (not Seeds as 
of many, but of One, even the Promised 
One, namely Jesus the Messiah) All the 
nations of the earth are to be blessed. 

In brief, through Israel the nations 
were to be brought to Messiah, and peace 
was to come to all the world. His King-
dom is ,an everlasting Kingdom, as Dan-
iel and' Isaiah had prophesied. The Mes-
siah would remove sin; for it is sin that 
has made a separation between God and 
Man. Sin is the cause of all unhappiness. 

Has Israel fulfilled this her mission? 
Is it not true that Israel does not know;  
nay, even rejects her Messiah ? If the 
"bearers of the Name" (the Shemites) 
have no Messiah for themselves, how 
can they bring Him to the Nations ? And 
sad to say, the majority of the Shemites 
do not even want to study the Word of 
God so that they may come to know the 
Messiah ! It is this opposition to the re-
vealed will of God, which places man 
above God, which makes every Shemite 
an anti-Shemite. Refusing to bear the 
Messiah's Name themselves, the logical 
sequence is that they refuse to bear that 
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Name to the Nations. 
Anti-Shemitism does not merely mean 

to hate the Jew, his method of life or his 
idiosyncracies. It is not a matter primar-
ily concerned with race, culture, politics 
or economics. Anti-Shemitism reaches 
far deeper; it deals with spiritual values, 
even with the relationship in which we  

stand to the God of revelation ! To be an 
anti-Shemite means that you reject the 
God of Shem, His promises, His will, and 
the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ 
Whom He sent into the world to die as a 
sacrifice for our sins! 

My Jewish friend, are you an anti-
Shemite ? 
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In Hungary They Cried, 
"Death to the Jews!" 

But a famous Budapest Rabbi answered back, "I have found the true 
Judaism! I love the Lord Jesus Christ!" Read on for a story of boldness 

that will thrill and challenge you. 

By H. Koser 

RABBI IGNATZ LICHTENSTEIN was the 
son of orthodox Jewish parents 
in Upper Hungary. They were 

rich in their faith in the God of Israel, 
but poor in this world's possessions. His 
early life was that of the Bachur (Rab-
binical student), wandering from one 
Jeshibah (Talmudic seat of learning) to 
another in search of knowledge. He en-
dured many privations by the way, and 
often fulfilled literally the Talmudical in-
junction to those who would devote their 
life to the law—viz., "Eat a morsel of 
bread with salt, drink water by measure, 
sleep upon the ground, and live a life of 
tribulation whilst thou toilest in the 
Torah." 

Lichtenstein was not yet twenty years 
of age when he was ordained as Rabbi. 
After officiating for several years in dif-
ferent communities in Northern Hun-
gary, he finally settled as District Rabbi 
in Tapio Szele. There he remained for 
over thirty-five years, living according 
to the law, a blameless life, laboring 
ceaselessly and unselfishly for the good 
of his people. 

"JESU CHRISTI" WAS A HATED NAME 

When he was twenty-five years of age, 
a Jewish teacher in the communal school 
of the district showed the Rabbi a Ger-
man Bible, which included the New 
Testament. The Rabbi, who had till then 
only been acquainted with the Hebrew 
Old Testament, turned over some of the 
pages, and coming across the words, 
"Jesu Christi," became very angry. He 
sharply reprimanded the teacher for hav-
ing such a Book in his possession ; for 
he believed that Jesus Christ was the 
cause of .all the sufferings of the Jews 
since the Dispersion. He took the Book 
away, but instead of destroying it, he hid 
it in the corner of a shelf in his library, 
where it stood unread and forgotten for 
years. Then a fierce wave of anti-Semi-
tism broke out in Hungary, culminating 

in the now historic "Tisza Affair." 
THE OLD RITUAL MURDER LIES 

This trial, in which the Jews were ac-
cused of killing a Christian girl for the 
purpose of using her blood for ritual pur-
poses, brought from their lurking places 
all the enemies of the Jews. Once again, 
as in olden times, the cry re-echoed, 
"Death to the Jews." The frenzy was ex-
cessive and among the ringleaders were 
many who used the name of Jesus Christ 
as a cloak to cover their abominable do-
ings. But, their actions aroused the in-
dignation of some of the true believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who with pen 
on fire, and warning voices, denounced 
the lying rage of the anti-Semites. 

In articles written by the latter, in de-
fense of the Jews, Lichtenstein often met 
with passages where the Lord Jesus 
Christ was spoken of as, "He who brings 
joy to men," "the Prince of Peace," "the 
Redeemer." His Gospel was extolled as 
a message of love and life to all people. 

THE REJECTED BOOK TAKEN OUT 
OF ITS HIDING PLACE 

He was surprised; and scarcely trust-
ing his eyes, he remembered the German 
Bible—a Book which so many years ago 
he had in vexation accepted from a Jew-
ish teacher—and began to turn over its 
leaves, and read it. The Rabbi later wrote 
in a letter to a friend what the result of 
this reading was: 

Not the half had been told me of the great-
ness, power, and glory of this Book, formerly 
a sealed Book to me. It recalled the passage 
found in the Book of Isaiah 52:7, "How beauti-
ful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings....that publisheth 
salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God 
Reigneth." This was the light that shone upon 
me from the New Testament, and now I un-
derstood that, as the God of our Father's in 

.bygone days went before them in a pillar of 
cloud to show them the right way, so, in this 
our long and dreary night of suffering, all un-
known to us, Christ Himself has gone before 
us to perpare the way of Redemption. 

As the Rabbi continued reading and 
studying, he could not deny the Truth. 
But he feared to tell the people what he 
now believed in his heart. For he knew 
he needed courage to confess openly the 
Name of Him whom poor Israel had so 
long hated without a cause. At last the 
day came when he could keep quiet no 
longer. He spoke from his pulpit in the 
Synagogue, of Jesus, as the true Mes-
siah and Redeemer of Israel. The people 
were astonished, and no wonder; for 
here was an old and respected Rabbi, still 
in office, calling upon the Jewish nation 
in burning words, and in a style and 
language which could not but remind 
them of the ancient prophets, to range 
themselves under the banner of the Cru-
cified long-despised Jesus of Nazareth, 
and to hail Him as their true Messiah 
and King. 

"I CANNOT RETRACT" 

When the people heard it, and tried to 
make him retract his statement, he cried, 
"I have found in the New Testament the 
true Judaism ! I love the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As the Prophet Jeremiah, after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, chose 
rather to remain and lament among the 
ruins of the Holy City, with the despised 
remnant of his brethren, so will I remain 
among my own people, as a watchman 
from within, to warn them and to plead 
with them to behold in Jesus the true 
glory of Israel." 

Upon his death, they found recorded in 
his Bible the following: 

This Book of Books of the Old and New 
Testament is doubly dear and precious to me. 
For it has renewed my youth in my gray old 
years, so that I feel glad and rejoicing. and 
new-born in the divine Redeemer of Israel, in 
my Saviour Jesus Christ. 

,Dear Reader, here was an ancient Rab-
bi who when confronted with truth, as 
recorded in God's Word, accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Sa-
viour. How about you ? 
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