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From the President 

Jewish evangelism stands in the middle of 
a raging controversy, as the two letters you are about to read demonstrate. 

In a letter to the editor of the Reston Times in Virginia, Russell Friend-Jones, 
co-minister of the United Christian Parish, wrote, "I am writing to clarify an 
important distinction between the Presbyterian religious communities in 
Reston. In your religious news section last week, the Reston Presbyterian 
Church announced its 'Christ in the Passover' celebration led by a representa-
tive of the American Board of Missions to the Jews, which it apparently 
supports. It is important to stress that the Reston Presbyterian Church is not 
associated with the National Capital Union Presbytery, nor with either of the 
two major Presbyterian traditions represented by it. . I want to re-affirm in 
the strongest terms that we seek dialogue with, and not the conversion of, other 
faith traditions. We do not support any so-called mission aimed at proselytizing 
in the Jewish community. . .. The Reston Presbyterian Church is, of course, 
free to call itself what it chooses and to conduct whatever programs it supports. 
But it does not represent all, nor even most, of the Presbyterians who live and 
worship in this community." 

A week after this minister's comment appeared, a response by Ruth 
Bernstein appeared in the same paper. Ruth is a Jewish believer in whose home 
we have a regular Bible study in the Washington, D.C. area. Here is her letter: "I 
am writing in response to the Rev. Russell Friend-Jones. As a Hebrew-
Christian member of Reston Presbyterian Church, I am a supporter of and 
responsible for arranging for Rev. Larry Jaffrey's (American Board of Missions 
to the Jews/Beth Sar Shalom) presentation of 'Christ in the Passover.' I praise 
God for using the love of Gentile Christians for the Jewish people to proclaim 
His Word that Jesus Christ is the Jewish Messiah! Our church body is 
composed of born-again believers from Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Presby-
terian, etc. and Jewish backgrounds. We worship at RPC because God's Word 
is lived, taught and preached there. There may be churches that are concerned 
with social issues; however, our church's purpose and function is to proclaim 
and teach God's Word so we can learn to know and live according to God's will 
in our lives. It is important to note that Jews are not converted, we are 
'completed.' " 

Why is the subject of Jewish evangelism so controversial? Because it is on the 
cutting edge of Christianity. It penetrates society with the truth that the Gospel 
is to the Jew first, and also to the Greek; therefore, the Gospel is for everybody. 
Unashamedly, we stand on the principle that without faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ the world is lost. Jewish missions and evangelism are certainly not 
popular causes to support, but they are Biblical ones. 

How I praise God for every one of you, members of our Chosen People family, 
who pray for and support the ministry of the ABMJ. Your prayers and gifts 
make it possible for Jewish believers like Ruth Bernstein to hear and obey the 
Gospel. 

In this issue of The Chosen People, you'll be reading more about the 
controversy that surrounds Jewish mission work. And you will be encouraged 
and blessed to see how God faithfully answers prayer and blesses us as we 
honor His will. 

Shalom, shalom! 
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By DANIEL FUCHS 

It has always been God's purpose to 
offer salvation to all people every-
where. The early chapters of Genesis 
demonstrate how frequently man failed 
and how persistently God pursued His 
purpose. He finally chose a single family 
to give His gracious promises to, so that 
the entire world would eventually have 
the opportunity to receive His grace. 



There was a time in their history when the Jews were 
missionaries, and the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
should be grateful! 

This family grew to become the nation of Israel. They 
were separated unto God for His purposes, and apart 
from God and His purposes there is no reason for their 
long and marvelous history. The great statesman Benjamin 
Disraeli, who was a Jewish believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, wrote of the Hebrew nation: "They produced no 
new order of architecture, in sculpture they did nothing, 
their religion forbade their making graven images. Their 
mission was to make known the idea of God as a Being, 
holy, just and loving." 

irr e cannot fully understand the Old 
Testament Scriptures if we fail to 
realize that they are the entire basis 
for New Testament missions. "Go 
ye into all the world and preach the 

Gospel to every creature" is latent in the Abrahamic 
Covenant, "in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed." 

It is not surprising that Dr. George Smith in his Short 
History of Missions begins the history of Christian missions 
with the call of Abraham. He was the father of all believers, 
the first to leave his country, his people, and—his father's 
household in whom all of the families of the earth would 
be blessed. Dr. Smith says, 

". . . the God of Glory appeared to Abraham and gave 
the first missionary call. . .. It has been often repeated 
since to prophet and apostle by the Angel of the 
covenant, by the Lord of Glory in the flesh, by the Lord 
in glory especially to Paul—repeated not less really 
though in the still small voice, in dream and vision, or in 
startling providence, to the modern missionary. The call 
has been always the same, to get out from home, to come 
to the land of God's choosing, to go to the people who 
cry for help, to leave kindred and all things for My sake 
and the Gospel's." 

Quoted by Samuel M. Zwemer, Into All the World, p. 9. 
Abraham obeyed God and because of this, the nation 

of Israel became the most strategic missionary center in 
all history, 

". . . the land chosen by God's providence to be the 
cradle of Old Testament prophecy, the Messiah's birth-
place and the focus of apostolic missions. Abraham was 
not only the heir of God's promise for world-wide 
salvation, but he was the recipient of a convenant of 
grace. 

"The Gospel was before preached to Abraham (Gal. 
8:8). God gave Himself to him, as He had never done to 
man before, in a covenant, made not with the race, as in 
Noah's time, to save the bodies of men, but with the 
spiritual father of all who should believe. Next to the gift 
of His own Son, in the Incarnation and its message to the 
virgin mother and the watching shepherds, there is no 
such example of God's grace to sinful man as the first of 
all covenants, the conditioned pledge to Abraham, and 
through him to the whole race." 

Ibid, pp. 9, 10 

The promise of the coming Messiah is the unifying 
message of the Old Testament Scriptures. The first 
promise was that He was to be the Seed of the Woman 
(Gen. 3:15), then the Seed of Abraham, then of David. 
These prophecies, like a pyramid, rise from a broad base 
and then become more definite as they are built higher 
and higher. They become very clear in the books of the 
later prophets, particularly Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel. 
With the increasing clarity of the Messianic prophecies, 
there is an increasing emphasis on the universality of the 
Gospel. Isaiah not only gives the clearest picture of the 
Messiah, he is also the most definite in his teaching that 
this Gospel is also to the Gentiles. 

"And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious" (Isa. 11:10). 

"I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles" (Isa. 
42:6). 

"For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising" (Isa. 60:2, 3). 

The Book of Isaiah redounds with this truth. It's also in 
the Psalms: "He shall have dominion also from sea to 
sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth" (72:8). 
And it's in Micah: ".. . the law shall go forth of Zion, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (4:2). God intends 
His people of Israel to be a missionary people. 

T here was a time in their history when the 
Jews were missionaries, and the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ should be grateful! 
The later prophets of the Old Testament 
were not only very clear about the coming 

Messiah; they also foretold the time when, because of 
sin, the Jewish people would go into captivity. This was 
fulfilled in the Babylonian Captivity. Although there 
have been two major returns of the Jews to the land of 
Israel since then, the vast majority of Jews are still in the 
Dispersion. When we look back to the Babylonian 
Captivity, we realize that even during this terrible 
judgment God was still in control. While in the possession 
of their own land and Temple, the people repeatedly fell 
into idolatry. During the Captivity, they saw, first-hand, 
the vileness of the heathen cults in Babylon. That's when 
they longed to reestablish the true worship of God in 
Jerusalem. The Babylonian Captivity put "iron into the 
spine" of the Jewish people. Idols were never again 
openly tolerated. 

The Jews realized that their predicament came because 
they had disobeyed God's Word. Consequently, study 
of the Scriptures became a passion to them. Later, 
synagogues were built for the worship of God and the 
study of the Scriptures. In every city of the Dispersion all 
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over the world, wherever there were Jewish people, 
there were synagogues. Every synagogue became an 
island of witness to Jehovah in the midst of a sea of 
paganism. Later, around 266 'lc., the Scriptures were 
translated into Greek. It was then that the Jews became 
missionaries, and they were successful. 

"It is utterly impossible to explain the large total of 
Jews in the Diaspora by the mere fact of the fertility of 
Jewish families. We must assume, I imagine, that a very 
large number of pagans and in particular of kindred 
Semites of the lower class, trooped over to the religion of 
Yahweh." 

Adolf Harnack, Missions and Expansion 
of Christianity, vol. 1, p. 8. 

O
ur Lord and the Apostle Paul refer to this 
missionary zeal (see Mt. 23:15 and Rom. 
10:2). This is one of the reasons Israel's 
rejection of the Gospel meant salvation to 
the Gentiles (see Rom. 11:11). The zealous 

Jewish missionaries carried the Old Testament in the 
Greek language to the four corners of the Roman 
Empire. 

"It was from these 'cells' of Abraham's race and their 
worship that the field was tilled all over the empire for 
the sowing of the Gospel. There were synagogues in 
every town—which the apostles and evangelists used as 
pulpits. There was a widespread knowledge of the Old 
Testament. The very presence of the Jewish community 
was an impressive apologetic on behalf of monotheism 
and ethics. In short, the spread of Judaism anticipated 
and prepared the way for that of Christianity. This was 
one important element in what the Apostle Paul calls 
'the fulness of time."When the fulness [pleroma] of the 
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time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons' (Gal. 4:4, 5)." 

Samuel M. Zwemer, Into All the World, pp. 13, 14. 

With these truths we can readily understand how, in 
the past God used the missionary zeal of the Jewish 
people for the "salvation of the Gentiles." 

It's a tragic fact of history that the early Church 
viciously turned on the Jews and persecuted them. Only 
until just a few years ago the Jews have avoided all 
missionary efforts. Since the early 1970s, however, a 
gradual change has been taking place—many rabbis are 
now seeking converts. We welcome these efforts. I 
believe that our Lord will use this phenomenon in the 
future just as He did in the past. 

There is another aspect of Judaism's new efforts. 
There is a growing movement which we call "anti-
missionary missionaries." Actually their thrust is not 
based on Gentiles becoming Jews but on Jews becoming 
better Jews. It is hoped that more extensive studying of 
the Scriptures will indoctrinate Jews against the mis-
sionaries of other beliefs. It may surprise you to learn 
that I am very happy and excited about this movement. 
All Jews should be studying the Scriptures. This move-
ment should bear much fruit for Christ in the future! 

The time is coming when 144,000 Jewish missionaries 
will preach the Gospel unto "all the world," with the 
result that "a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues" (Rev. 7:9) will stand before the throne ascribing 
salvation to God and to the Lamb. Perhaps some of them 
are getting practice now! 	 ❑ 



11-1E TREASURES 
'OF GOD 

CONCEALED 
IN A _NAPKIN 

by ISRAEL COHEN 
(Missionary, NJ) 
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I I ... he unfolded the napkin at his place 
setting and carefully proceeded to 

place the booklet inside it, as if he were 
protecting a valuable treasure." 

his really isn't the 
place for such a discussion," the el-
derly Jewish man chided as he peered 
at me over his coffee cup. But, it didn't 
matter where we were. As far as I was 
concerned, this kind of conversation 
was not reserved for any particular 
location. For me, there can never be a 
wrong place to talk about God. 

As we sat there looking at each 
other, I felt strangely comfortable. He 
had a familiar way about him. It was 
almost as though I had known this 
man all of my life. 

When he first walked through the 
door, he was greeted like an old friend 
by all the restaurant staff. But then he 
sat down alone and quietly sipped his 
coffee. 

I had come to the Howard Johnson's 
with my co-workers at the close of 
another busy day. We were just wind-
ing down the evening and our dis-
cussion somehow drifted onto the 
topic of names. One of my co-workers 
asked me if I'd ever want to be called 
"Izzy." I don't have a quiet voice, so it 
would have been easy to hear my 
answer, even all the way across the 
restaurant. "My name is Israel," I 
retorted. "No, I wouldn't ever want to 
be called Izzy." We laughed together 
at my startling reaction. 

At this, the elderly gentleman stood 
up and walked over to our table. He 
wore a pair of pants that looked like 
they had been part of his attire for at 
least 35 years. His shirt was elaborately 
decorated with food stains and his 
jacket hung loosely over his protrud-
ing belly. Suspenders and a belt were 
necessary to hold up the pants, which 
had no button at the top. But he didn't 
seem the least concerned about his 
appearance. He tapped me lightly on 
the shoulder and, with a smile, he 
casually asked, "Are you Izzy?" Before 
I could give my name preference 
again, he continued, "That's my 
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nameIzzy." Obviously, he had not 
appreciated my reaction to the name. 
To be certain, I understood what he 
was trying to communicate. He proud-
ly punctuated his statement with a 
final, "My name is Izzy!" 

I didn't wish to argue about our 
names, but I did have a deep desire to 
share with him the name of God. So I 
suggested that we return to his table 
where we could talk privately. 

When we sat down, I said, "I'm glad 
your name is Izzy. It really is a nice 
name. But there's another name I 
want to talk about." I quoted Acts 
4:12, ". . . for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." "It's the 
most special name you'll ever hear," I 
told him. 

His eyes lit up and he asked, "Oh 
yeah, really? What name is that?" I 
could easily see that he could not 
contain his curiosity. 

"Jesus," I answered sincerely. But, 
immediately, his enthusiasm evap-
orated into a disappointed sigh. Then, 
he looked aimlessly down at the table 
to get his eyes off me. He obviously 
wanted to change the subject. 

Izzy was a fascinating man. He 
loved to talk and he was full of a 
warm, rich Jewish humor. Although 
he found many little things to discuss,‘  
he carefully avoided telling me any-
thing about himself. He said nothing 
about his family or even if he had one. 
I didn't know where he lived or what 
kind of profession he had been in. All 
that I could sense about his past was 
wrapped up in the two weather beaten 
hands with which he cradled his cof-
fee. They told me that he had lived a 
rugged life. And I could easily see 
behind his grin that he was going 
through some hard times. 

When Izzy's conversation slowed 
down a bit, I asked him, "If you died  

now, would you be sure that you were 
going to heaven?" I could see my 
question had caught him by surprise 
as he responded, "Uh, heaven?" Then, 
without waiting for any explanation, 
he continued to talk It was an obvious 
ploy to keep me from pressing the 
question further. I tried to ask him 
about his life, but he only talked about 
general topics like politics and the 
economy. Still, I enjoyed listening to 
him and I could see that he needed 
some company. It had probably been 
a long time since he shared a restau-
rant table with someone and had a 
nice conversation. 

It was also obvious that he was 
suffering from 70 years of typical 
Jewish fears about Jesus. For someone 
like me to suddenly introduce the 
subject of Jesus was simply mind 
boggling. I'm sure no one had ever 
discussed the subject with him before. 

I waited for my opportunity to 
interrupt his conversation to reintro-
duce the subject of Jesus, which he 
was so carefully avoiding. When he 
opened his mouth to take a bite of his 
English muffin, I seized the oppor-
tunity. "Izzy," I said, "I'm Jewish and I 
believe that our Messiah has come. I 
believe He's Jesus." 

"Jesus!" he laughed after swallowing 
hard. "Ach," he scratched his throat 
with the last syllable, sparing no dis-
pleasure. That's when he told me that 
it wasn't the place for such a discussion 
and conveniently changed the subject 
again. 

After a few minutes, however, he 
cut himself short and looked at me 
with a great curiosity once again. 
Then he said, "You look like such a 
nice Jewish boy. You really believe in 
this Jesus nonsense?" 

I was so pleased that he was asking 
me this question. I told him my testi- 
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he message of the Gospel is sure 
to anger many people. But should the 
methods we use be a stumbling bloc 
as well? Even though this should b 
an important issue in the Christia 
community, it is seldom considered. 

Perhaps this issue comes into its 
sharpest focus in relation to Jewish 
evangelism. Rabbis are angry. Many 
Jewish people are offended. And, even) 
some Christians feel a bit uneasy 
when the subject of Jewish evangelism • 
arises. 	 • 

Through the years we have been 
careful to examine and re-examine 
our methods of proclaiming the Gospel 
for at least two reasons. First, we want 
to be the most effective Jewish mis-
sion in the world. Second and equally 
important, we do not want to offend 
anyone by dishonest or deceptive 
methods (cf. 1 Cor. 10:32-33), 

Historically, the Gospel has always 
been proclaimed in a Jewish context.  

It' was preac ed to the Jew first by 
Jewish believ rs, using Old Testament 
Scriptures familiar to the ears of their 
Jewish listeners. From a NewTestament 
point of view, the message was always 
proclaimed in a Jewish context. It was 
only after great numbers of Gentiles 
came into the Church that the methods 
of proclaiming this message were 
adapted for the Gentile converts (cf. 
Acts 15:19-21). Note that it was the 
method that was adapted and not the 
message. There can be no compro-
mising the Gospel message (cf. 1 Cor. 
15:1-4; Gal. 1:6-9). 

For almost two thousand years, the 
method of evangelism has been adapted 
for Gentile ears. The Gospel has gone 
forth in power to all the world, but it 
has been primarily aimed at the larger 
Gentile community. In many cases it 
has not followed the scriptural in-
junction "to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek" (cf. Rom. 1:16). Sad to say,  

in many instances the Gospel has not 
been to the Jew at all! By misplaced 
allegiance to theology and methodology, 
some ministers have excluded the 
proclamation of the Gospel to the 
Jewish people. 

However, God is faithful. In these 
last days, since the establishment of 
the nation of Israel, hundreds, yes, 
thousands of Jewish people have pro-
fessed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The seed that was planted among the 
nations is beginning to bring forth 
fruit among the remnant of Israel (cf. 
Rom. 9-11). Increasing numbers of 
Jewish people are professing faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This has caused 
a severe reaction in the Jewish com-
munity. Many rabbis see Jewish be-
lievers in the Messiah as a threat to the 
survival of Judaism. Other rabbis see 
Jewish believers as a people who 
want to become Gentiles, while still 
others cannot explain them at all. 



ti 

The growing uneasiness of many 
Jewish leaders was reflected in a recent 
article that appeared in the Jewish 
Exponent of Philadelphia. This seven-
page report on Jewish missions was 
titled "Their Mission: Converting 
Jews." Interestingly, the cover was a 
photographic montage of many of the 
tracts published by the ABMJ. In this 
special report, Michael Masch points 
out that today's missionaries tend to 
disguise themselves in the customs 
and traditions of Judaism. He states, 
'Perhaps it is not surprising that the 
most fervent missionizers of Jews tend 
to be of Jewish ancestry themselves. 
For example, the American Board of 
Missions to the Jews, the granddaddy 
of most contemporary Christian mis-
sions, was founded in 1894 by a 
Hungarian immigrant named Leopold 
Cohn, a man reputed to have been a 
former rabbi." In making this charge, 
the writer only confirms that we are  

using, and always ha e used, New 
Testament methods to proclaim the 
Gospel in a Jewish co text. Just as 
Rabbi Saul of Tarsus brought the 
Gospel to his people, 1900 years later 
Rabbi Cohn brought the Gospel to his 
generation. 

This has been the consistent meth-
odology of the ABMJ and, I believe, 
that which has contributed to our 
success and to God's blessing upon 
our ministry.. However, the Jewish 
community feels that we are using 
unfair tactics. The Department of Inter-
religious Affairs of the. Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations has recently 
produced a "Sixteen Unit Lesson Plan I 
on Reform Judaism's Response to i 
'Hebrew/Christian Missionary Move- i 
ments and the Cults." This "Sixteeni 
Unit Lesson. Plan" is to be used as ' 
teaching guide in synagogues to offse 
what the Jewish community feels t 
be a threat from Christian missiona  

movements and the cults. In the intro-
duction, Rabbi Balfour Brickner, director 
of the Department of Interreligious 
Affairs of the UAHC, states, "Whether 
this [phenomenon] is a serious threat 
to Jewish survival or just a temporary 
problem is as yet unclear. What is 
clear, however, is the realization that 
whatever this latest effort may ul-
timately mean, Jewish young people 
particularly need to know now what 
and how to respond to the blandish-
ments and confused teachings about 
both Judaism AND Christianity that 
these groups present In many instances, 
the 'truths' that these groups offer 
distort and confuse both Judaism and 
Christianity. Their efforts anger Jews 
and embarrass many in the 'mainline' 
Protestant community." 

It is interesting to note that there is a 
deliberate attempt to connect Jewish 
missionary work with the cults. By 
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THE MOST 
JEWISH 	THING I 
COULD EVER DO 

TESTIMONY OF JERRY KAPLOWITZ 

ree at last! Maybe Bar 
Mitzvah marks a spiritual milestone 
in the lives of some Jewish boys, but 
for me, it spelled freedom. The wishes 
of my conservative Jewish parents 
were now fulfilled. I was no longer 
required to attend the bi-weekly He-
brew school at our local synagogue. 
Now, I could go about the business of 
being a "normal" teenager. 

But, somehow in the midst of my 
new-found freedom, I sensed that I 
had not lost the "old friend" who had 
been with me since childhood. It was 
the spiritual part of me that was always 
there. No matter how hard I tried, I 
couldn't escape it, and, even more 
frustrating, I couldn't even define it. It 
was like having another person living 
inside of me, just waiting to be dis-
covered. 

Throughout high school and for at 
least six years in the Navy, I felt 
content with my brand of Jewishness. 
Although I was only a part-time Jew, I 
felt that I was one of God's chosen 
people and that He certainly would be 
pleased with my moral life. I always 
attended the Passover Seders and 
Yom Kippur services and had a definite 
pride in my Jewish heritage. I often 
thought, "No one has a better way to 
worship God—not even the Christians. 
They are, after all, only Gentiles." 

I first learned the ignorance of this 
statement when I met a true Christian. 
While in the Navy, we were brought 
together on the coast of Malaga, Spain. 
Long hours at sea together gave us a 
good chance to get to know each other 
well. Day by day, our friendship grew, 
and yet I remained unaware of the 
very force that motivated his entire 
life. Finally, before my friend was 
transferred, he poured out his heart, 
and shared his faith in Christ with me. 

Somehow, as he spoke, I sensed I 
was beginning to discover a small clue 
to the puzzle that had plagued me for 
so many years while I was growing up. 
Thus, the first seed had been planted. 

The topic of "religion" soon became 
a source of constant intrigue for me. I 
devoured all the books I could obtain 
on various theologies and beliefs. But 
it wasn't long before I narrowed my 
studies down to Judaism and Christi- 
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anity. They seemed to present the 
most logical doctrines. And yet, even 
the thought of believing in Jesus Christ 
seemed equivalent to joining the 
"enemy," and I had no desire to be 
called "traitor" by my Jewish family 
and friends. 

But I had to find out if the reactions 
I expected were only unrealistic fears 
in my mind. So, I told my mother of 
my spiritual quest. At first she was 
interested to hear about my search, 
but then, when I mentioned Christianity, 
she suddenly became uneasy and told 
me that she wasn't interested in dis-
cussing it any further. 

I can't say it was hard to understand 
my mother's reaction. I had expected 
it all along. "Believing in Jesus," I told 
myself, "is too difficult for any Jew to 
understand." My spiritual search was 
now being detoured by that anticipated 
wall of fear. My family and all my 
Jewish friends reacted harshly to me 
whenever I tried to share anything 
with them about Jesus. Even though I 
hadn't come to believe in Jesus yet, 
they still felt threatened by my serious 
discussion about Him. "You're a Jew," 
they told me, "this Jesus idea is totally 
ridiculous. And Jerry, you're ridiculous 
for even thinking about it." It seemed I 
had come up against an insurmountable 
barrier. I didn't want to continue to 
hurt anyone so I stopped talking about 
my search. In fact, I totally stopped 
searching! 

Peace in my family was eventually 
restored, as I tried to ignore this 
"supernatural shadow" I had just begun 
to discover. 

But after only a short time had 
passed, another Christian came into 
my life. This upset me because it 
reminded me of the spiritual search I 
had just given up. I had been struggling 
to hide that spiritual self so that I 
would never have to be confronted by 
it again. But soon many of my closest 
friends were Christians, and they made 
no attempt to keep their faith to them-
selves. It seemed they were always 
telling me about Jesus—how He loved 
me and how He wanted me to search 
my heart again. 

"What's going on?" I asked myself. 
Part of me desperately needed to 

resume that search for the truth. But 
the other part of me struggled with 
the pain I sensed would lay at the end 
of my search if I came to Christ. 

These Christian friends gave me 
several books about believing in Jesus. 
These books became my guides back 
into my journey, and the Bible became 
my map. I was amazed as I saw the 
wonderful Word of the Lord unveiled 
before me! 

essianic prophecies of 
the Old Testament in 
Genesis, Psalms, Isaiah, 
Zechariah and Micah 
opened my eyes to the 

startling truth I was learning about in 
the once-forbidden New Testament. 
My heart was filled with joy as I 
sensed my journey was reaching a 
definite conclusion. 

Yes, without a doubt, this Jesus was 
the Son of God! He was the very 
Saviour whose coming was foretold 
by the prophets! Now all that remained 
for me was to receive Jesus personally, 
as my Messiah and Saviour. It seemed 
like an easy thing to do—to pray to 
Him and tell Him that I believe and to 
ask Him to forgive my sins. But, for 
some reason, I couldn't do it. I simply 
could not make that final commitment. 

Frustration was building within me. 
Why was it so hard to understand? 
The idea of a Jew believing in Jesus 
just seemed unreal. Confusion tore at 
my soul and almost caused me to 
abandon these exciting discoveries 
about Jesus once again. But, I couldn't. 
God would not allow it to happen a 
second time. 

Just as I was beginning to climb 
back into my comfortable shell, God 
brought Iry Rifkin, an ABMJ missionary, 
into my life. A warm friendship quickly 
grew between us. We got together 
often for Bible study, and he intro-
duced me to many other Jewish people 
who believed in Jesus. Finally, I realized 
that it's okay to be Jewish and believe 
in Jesus as the Messiah. In fact, that's 
just what God wants for all of His 
people. I was beginning to see that 
believing in Jesus is absolutely the 
most Jewish thing I could ever do. 

I accepted Jesus Christ as the Lord 
of my life. The mystery had been 
revealed and I knew the truth. My 
journey was completed, my whole life 
was just beginning. 	 ❑ 

  

 

Life's Biggest Decision 

  

 

It's easy to decide what shirt you're 
going to put on in the morning, 
especially if you've only got one. 

It's also easy to decide if you want 
hamburgers or oysters for dinner, 
especially if you're allergic to oysters. 

But, chances are, many decisions 
you'll have to make throughout your 
life will require a lot more serious 
thought than these. 

When you recall the day you re-
ceived the Lord into your life, you can 
probably remember a million thoughts 
that went racing through your mind. 
You probably reached a point when 
you felt ready to make your big 
decision. 

Putting your whole life into God's 
hands is a serious thing to do. That's 
why ABMJ missionaries like Jim Bates 
and Israel Cohen want to be sure that 
the people they are reaching for Christ 
seriously consider the Gospel. After 
all, receiving Jesus as Saviour is the 
most serious decision a person will 
ever make in his or her life. 

We hope that you will continue to 
uphold our ministry with your gifts 
and prayers as we reach out to Jewish 
people around the world with the 
Gospel. 
SEND TO: 
ABMJ, P.O. Box 2000, 
Orangeburg, N.Y. 10962 
❑ Yes, you can count on me to up-

hold the ministry of ABMJ in 
prayer. 

❑ Please find enclosed $ 	in 
support of ABMJ's outreach to 
Jewish people throughout the 
world. 

 

 

NAME (Please Print) 

  

 

STREET ADDRESS 

  

 

CITY 	STATE 	D682 ZIP 
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found 
Messiah! 

Barbara could sense something was 
terribly wrong when she heard her 
aunt's voice on the phone. "What's 
wrong, Aunt Marilyn? What in the 
world has happened to you?" Barbara 
asked with concern in her voice. 

"I've just lost my job," she sobbed. 
"Now I just don't know what I'm 
going to do with myself," she con-
fessed. Barbara quietly listened as her 
aunt's voice became flooded with tears 
as she said, "I'm so unsure about my 
whole life!" 

Barbara is a Hebrew-Christian, and 
when she heard her aunt's distress, she 
had reason to feel that perhaps her 
aunt was ready to hear about the 
Messiah. In fact, it seemed like the 
perfect opportunity. 
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by JIM BATES (Missionary, Boston) 

Barbara's husband, a Gentile-Christian, 
suggested that she visit her aunt, who 
lived south of Boston, right away and 
try to bring her comfort. It's a long 
way from Florida to Massachusetts, 
but Barbara knew that if she could be a 
messenger of God's love, it was cer-
tainly worth the trip. 

When Barbara arrived, she called 
us on the telephone because she 
knew she would need the help of 
other believers. I could hear the excite-
ment in her voice when I told her the 
times our Bible study meets. She 
immediately responded, "We'll be 
there!" 

It's not very often that the Lord sets 
up a situation so smoothly. Everything 
was falling nicely into place. In the 
course of that one week, Barbara had 
convinced her Aunt Marilyn to visit 
our fellowship with her. The following 
Monday evening, Barbara, her aunt 
and two other friends came to our 
Bible study. 

Marilyn listened quietly throughout 
the study. Finally, at the end, when I 
asked if anyone had any questions, 
she spoke right up. "I don't understand 
very much about the Bible," she ad-
mitted hesitantly, while quickly glancing 
over each person in the group, "but 
I've noticed there's something different 
about you people!" 

After the Bible study, she wanted to 
mingle and become a little better 
acquainted with these people who 
she thought were so "different." She 
asked some people who had been 
sitting around a table what they had 
been writing. They told her they were 
taking notes in order to understand  

the Bible more clearly. In her con-
versations, she heard many testimonies 
of the Jewish believers who had come 
to accept Jesus as their Messiah. 

I smiled as I watched Marilyn approach 
people, on her own, and ask, "So, 
you're Jewish and you believe in this 
Jesus stuff?" 

By the following week, Barbara had 
to leave her Aunt Marilyn to return 
home. But, she had already opened 
the door enough for me to step in and 
begin meeting with Marilyn on a 
regular basis. I found that she warmly 
received me as a new-found friend. 

She and her husband, Hal, soon 
began meeting with me every Tuesday 
evening to study the Scriptures. They 
were both happy to be learning the 
Old Testament stories and to be finding 
out interesting things about their Jewish 
heritage. Although they were leery, at 
first, of the New Testament, they soon 
began to see the connection between 
the Old and New Covenants. It was so 
exciting to see God opening their 
hearts to Him! 

After several weeks of studying 
together, I invited this curious Jewish 
couple to hear Sam Nadler (ABMJ 
Northeast Regional Director) speak at 
a local Hebrew-Christian gathering. 
Sam gave an invitation after his mes-
sage for people to receive Jesus into 
their hearts. But there was no outward 
response from Marilyn or Hal at that 
time. 

After the meeting, it was time for a 
nosh (snack) in the typical Jewish 
custom—some coffee and cake. I intro-
duced Marilyn and Hal to Sam and 
told him how we had met through  

their Hebrew-Christian niece in Florida. 
Sam spoke to Hal, while Marilyn and I 
circulated among the others at the 
meeting. 

As Sam and Hal wandered over to a 
quiet part of the room, Hal told Sam 
that he had silently received Jesus 
into his heart during the invitation. 
Sam called me over, and Hal told me 
of his decision to accept God's free gift 
of salvation. 

But what about Marilyn? Was she 
ready to come to Christ too? When I 
spoke to her she said that she had 
understood everything that had been 
said. She knew that she needed the 
love that only the Messiah, Jesus, 
could give to her and the peace that 
comes only from Him. But she was 
not ready to make such an important 
commitment yet. 

"I'll think about it when I get home," 
she promised as she was leaving. But 
her decision didn't diminish my joy 
over Hal's salvation. Somehow, deep 
down in my heart, I knew she would 
soon be coming to Christ too. 

As I watched the couple leave that 
evening, I marvelled at the way God 
used Marilyn's unemployment to His 
glory. I prayed for the seed of salvation 
to take root in Marilyn's heart and for 
Hal to grow in his new Christian walk. 

The next day, at 4:00 P.M., I received a 
call from Marilyn. She was exuberant 
as she asked, "Where have you been 
all day? I have news to tell you!" 

I praised the Lord at the sound of 
her voice, for she was telling me just 
what I had expected to hear "Jim," 
she said, "I've asked Jesus to be Lord 
of my life, and I feel 'different' 
already!" 	 ❑ 

"I've just lost my job," Marilyn sobbed. "I'm so unsure about my 
whole life, I just don't know what I'm going to do." 
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TREASURES OF GOD 
continued from page 7 

mony and then I added, "Izzy, be-
lieving in Jesus is the most important 
thing I've ever done. He was Jewish 
and He is our Messiah. So how could I 
go wrong believing in Him?" 

As I shared the Gospel with Izzy, I 
knew he didn't want to listen at the 
moment. He was afraid that he might 
hear something he was taught all his 
life not to listen to. But the seed was 
being sown. 

When I saw him fidgetting in his 
seat, checking his bill and consulting 
his pockets for change, I felt it was the 
right time to make one last gesture for  

Christ. I presented a special booklet to 
him about the true meaning of life and 
how only God's love can make life 
truly happy. As I gave him this ex-
planation, he slowly fingered through 
the booklet, occasionally lifting an 
eyebrow when he found something 
interesting. I rejoiced to see that he 
was interested, although he looked a 
little embarrassed. I was sure that 
what he was reading about Jesus was 
totally foreign to him, so I gave him 
nothing else. 

Before he stood up, he unfolded the 
'napkin at his place setting and care-
fully proceeded to place the booklet 
inside it, as if he were protecting a 
valuable treasure. Then, once the  

booklet was neatly concealed in the 
napkin, he slid it into the inner pocket 
of his worn green jacket. I also gave 
him my telephone number, which he 
placed in the same pocket. 

"Izzy!" I called after he left me with 
a cheerful, "goodbye." "Will you re-
member to read what I gave you?" 

"Don't worry. I will," he assured me 
as he walked over to the cash register. 

Please join me in praying for Izzy. 
Pray that when he reads the booklet, 
the Lord will speak to his heart. Per-
haps Izzy's only contact with salva-
tion is that small treasure he tucked 
away in a napkin. Pray that he may 
soon tuck away its truth in his heart. 

0 

Questions and Answers 
	by DR. HENRY J. HEYDT 

QUESTION: Why should we now 
conduct the Jewish mission as a 
separate kind of mission work when 
the only way back to God for salva-
tion—for both Jew and Gentile—is 
one and the same? 

ANSWER: We feel that Jewish mis-
sion work is just a part of the Lord's 
entire missionary program. There are 
many missions dedicated to some 
special aspect of this vast program, 
such as the one to the lepers, another 
to the Chinese boat people, to the 
American Indian, the Africans, etc., 
etc. The way of salvation is the same 
for all these peoples, but the approach 
varies. Our western way of life is often 
resented by the peoples of eastern 
lands. How to reach them for Christ 
becomes a matter of special care which 
surely the Holy Spirit directs. Reli-
gious differences need probably even 
more attention than national or racial 
differences. Anyone doing extended 
missionary work among Roman Catho-
lics will tell you what a help it is to 
know about their beliefs and back-
ground. So it is with our Jewish people. 
It is in a very real way a separate kind 
of mission work. Paul knew what this 
meant even though he was especially 
a minister to the Gentiles (Rom. 
15:16). 

QUESTION: Please explain your 
position regarding Jews and missions, 
especially relating to the question of  

their being the only missionaries who 
can save the world and that therefore 
our chief task must be to convert 
them. 

ANSWER: This is not our position 
at all. Although we understand that 
the great commission was given di-
rectly to the eleven disciples (Mt. 
28:16), we believe it was given to 
them as a representative group of all 
believers, Jews and Gentiles, the mid-
dle wall of partition being broken 
down (Eph. 2:14). The sequence is 
very clear. The disciples were to make 
disciples of all nations who, in turn, 
were to do whatsoever the Lord Jesus 
Christ commanded. This certainly in-
cluded the commission itself, and the 
fact is therefore established that all 
believers are to be instrumental in 
spreading the gospel. The preaching 
of the gospel to the Jews has been 
sadly neglected through the centuries 
so that there is among this people a 
mission field as vast as the world, for 
they are scattered throughout the na-
tions of the world. We maintain simply 
that the Jews were the first evangelists 
not the only evangelists, and that there 
is a large potential in this area for 
present world evangelism. Jews who 
come to know the Saviour are usually 
enthusiastic missionaries so that it has 
been said that to win a Jew to Christ is 
to make a missionary. The great stress 
we lay upon the need for Jewish  

evangelism is due to the fact that not 
too many voices have been raised to 
this end. We do not, nevertheless, 
wish to give the impression that Jewish 
missions are the only missions. 

QUESTION: Please explain Lk. 
17:21, "Neither shall they say, Lo 
here! or, lo there! for, behold, the 
kingdom of God is within you." 

ANSWER: The Pharisees were think-
ing in the terms of the Davidic king-
dom when they asked the Lord when 
the kingdom of God would come. In 
His answer He points them to the fact 
that the kingdom of God is spiritual 
and will not come with the observa-
tion of external phenomena. It is an 
inner thing, "within you" (entos humon). 
Entos does not mean "in the midst of." 
The Greek word for this is mesos. Entos 
means in, inside of. The only other 
use of this word in the New Testament 
is in Mt. 23:26 where the meaning is 
evident. The emphasis is not to be put 
upon the "you" as though the king-
dom were within the Pharisees, but 
upon "within." It is within you, it is an 
inner thing, it is spiritual. It is to be 
remembered that this is not to be 
taken as a denial of the future establish-
ment of the earthly kindgom in Israel 
as we learn from the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus Christ elsewhere. 
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SECRET WEAPON 
continued from page 9 

doing this, members of the Jewish 
community are hoping to discredit 
the message of the Gospel. In fact, the 
Jewish community has established a 
special task force, chaired by Dr. 
Seymour P. Lachman, called the JCRC 
Task Force on Missionaries and Cults. 
Recently Deputy Education Minister 
Miriam Glazer-Ta'asa was appointed 
to head a committee to investigate 
what was called "the growing activities 
of cult and missionary groups in Israel." 

In other words, if you cannot attack 
the message, attack the methodology 
of the messenger. Recently, Rabbi  

Yechiel Eckstein, national codirector 
of interreligious affairs for the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL) of B'nai 
B'rith, demonstrated this strategy. 
Speaking before a group of Southern 
Baptist ministers in Fort Worth, Texas, 
he urged Baptists to publicly condemn 
the techniques of such organizations 
as the American Board of Missions to 
the Jews, calling them "offensive." 

Such attacks on the methodology 
used by the ABMJ in reaching Jewish 
people with the Gospel are an old 
debating tactic. If you are losing the 
argument, attack the person. This is 
what Rabbi Eckstein and many others 
have done. In fact, it is one of the 
favorite secret weapons of many rabbis.  

They have deliberately forgotten the 
fact that the Gospel was first given to 
the world in a Jewish context. If one 
adopted their position, Jesus and Peter, 
Paul and all the other apostles would 
suddenly become disenfranchised Jews. 
Thus, we would find ourselves wor-
shipping a Gentile Saviour and following 
the teachings of a Gentile book called 
the New Testament. Thank God, Rabbi 
Eckstein and his colleagues are wrong! 

This is the reason we believe that 
not only our message of the Gospel is 
right, but our methods also. And as 
long as we continue to be effective in 
bringing Jewish people to Christ, we 
expect the criticism of both to con- 
tinue. 	 ❑ 

Schedule of Speakers and Music Ministries 

CALIFORNIA 
Dr. Daniel Goldberg: Jun. 6, First Assembly of God, 
Monrovia; Jun. 20, Evangelical Methodist Church, 
Pacoima; Jun. 20, First Baptist Church, West Los Angeles; 
Jun. 27, New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Pacoima; 
Jul. 4, Pauma Valley Community Church, Pauma Valley; 
Jul. 18, Desert Evangelical Church, Palm Desert; Jul. 18, 
Greenleaf Avenue Baptist Church, Whittier; Jul. 25, First 
Baptist Church, Simi Valley; Jul. 25, East Whittier Baptist 
Church, Whittier. 

Donna Jean Wood: Jun. 6, Calvary Baptist Church, 
Whittier; Jul. 11, Faith Chapel, Westminster. 

TEXAS 
Dr. Thomas McCall: Jun. 5, Beth Sar Shalom, Houston; 
Jun. 17, Park Tower Baptist Church, Plano; Jun. 27, First 
Assembly of God, Denison; Jul. 18, Bethel Baptist 
Church, Kilgore; Jul. 18, Oakland Heights Baptist 
Church, Longview. 

CANADA 
LONDON 
Jean Rees, Hugh Waddy: Jun. 12-13, Glad Tidings 
Church, London. 

And also listen to THE CHOSEN PEOPLE NEWS 
HOUR radio program in your area. Atlanta, GA., WYNX, 
1550, 10:45 am; Corpus Christi, Tx., KCTA, 1030, 7:15 
am; Dallas, Tx., KVTT, 91.7, 6:00 am; Denver, Co., KPOF, 
910, 11:15 am; Lancaster, Pa., WDAC, 94.5, 7:45 pm; 
Long Beach, Ca., KGER, 1390, 1:30 pm; Portland, Or., 
KPDQ 93.7, 11:45 am; Sacramento, Ca., KIFA, 710, 
11:15 am; San Antonio, Tx., KMFM, 96.1, 9:00 am; 
Zarephath, NJ/NYC, WAWZ, 99.1, 11:45 am. Daily, 
Monday-Friday. 
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You don't have to be Jewish to... 

See Israel 
Through 

Jewish Eyes 
ABMJ invites you to share our vision and 
excitement for Israel's prophetic future on our 
truly unique "See Israel Through Jewish Eyes" 
tour. The response to our last tours was so 
great, we've decided to conduct two again this 
year. 

Your tour hosts are well-prepared to help you 
spend 10 of the most exciting and fulfilling 
days of your life in Israel. 

What better way is there to see Israel than 
through Jewish eyes with: 
Mr. Gary Selman, a delightful Hebrew-Christian 
businessman; 
Mr. Moshe Mor, a dynamic Israeli tour leader; 
Rev. Larry Jaffrey, ABMJ's Southeast Regional 
Director; 
Dr. Daniel Goldberg ABMJ's Western Regional 
Director (Oct. 4 tour) 
Donna Jean Wood, popular Hebrew-Christian 
singer (Oct. 4 tour). 

You'll see all the sites that every Christian 
wants to see. . .but that's only the beginning. 
By special arrangement you'll see many places 
that other Christian groups do not normally 
visit. 

• Participate in a special communion service 
at the Garden Tomb. 

• Witness a special wreath-laying service at 
Yad Vashem (Holocaust Museum). 

• Visit a Jerusalem Community Center—
where ABMJ is establishing a loving and 
dynamic witness of the Messiah's love for 
the Jewish people. 

Your date of departure is October 4. 
There's just too much to describe in this 
limited space, so send in the coupon below for 
full details. 

I don't want to see Israel through tourist's eyes 
but through Jewish eyes. Please send me full 
information right away. 

NAME (Please Print) 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY 
	

STATE 
	

ZIP 

Send to: ABMJ, P.O. Box 2000, Orangeburg, 

N.Y. 10962. In Canada: Beth Sar Shalom 

Mission, Inc., Box 4400, Sta. D, 

Hamilton, Ont. L8V 4L8. 
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