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WHAT A JEWISH RABBI HAS TO SAY 

his is the season of the year when 
we Jews honor the Torah by celebrat-

ing the Feast of Shevuos ; for this reason 
the following utterances coming from a 
rabbi are most fitting for The Shepherd 
of Israel to publish at this time. 	We 
Jews have been used to celebrating and 
honoring the giving of the Law of God in 
a worldly way. But here is an example 
of how the giving of God's word to us 
has to be celebrated, that• is by accepting 
it, believing in it and following it, and 
we, every one of us, ought to follow the 
example of this rabbi, who says: 

"Why have I become a Christian ? (a 
follower of the Messiah. The word Christ 
means Messiah). One of the apostles -of 
the Messiah says 'And he ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh 
you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you.' 1 Pet. 3 :15. 	It is important to 
know why anybody becoines a Christian 
(follower of the Messiah), but more 
especially one who formerly was a rabbi 
in a Jewish communion. It is, indeed a 
grave question why I am a Christian ? 
Why have I, once so set against Christians, 
because of the grievous wrong committed 
against our people by so-called Christian 
nations, now cast my lot with the Christ-
ians ? Why do I, formerly in the habit 
of stopping my ears at the mere mention 
of the name of Jesus, now accepting Him 
as the true Messiah, as my personal Savi-
our and my Lord, whom I have learned 
to love, worship and adore I 

Thank God, faith in Jesus the Messiah 
is not a blind belief, but a most reasonable 
one. 	It is not a tribal or national 
religion ; the real Christian is such, not 
because his parents happened to he Christ-
ians, but because he deliberately and of 
his own free will chose that faith. He 
investigated and found that this faith in 
Christ the Messiah is based upon reason. 
Now, if anyone of all mankind has a rea-
son for being a Christian, I, who am a 
Jew, must have reasons more peculiar than 
those of all peoples non-Jewish. 

There is rrot a fundamental principle in 
the New Testament which is not taught 
in my Jewish Old Testament. In that 
imperishable, ever-sacred and God-given 
book, in that wonderful book which is my 
inalienable heritage, that Torah which I 
always admired, loved, kissed and almost 
worshipped, that  wonderful book which 
I still admire and desire to honor above 
all other things in the world, in that very 
book I find myself condemned as a sinner 
before God whose holy laws I transgressed. 
God spoke once plainly 'cursed be he that 
confirmeth not all the words of this law 
to do them. Deut. 27:26. Certainly no. 
man can change that anathema of God ;  

it was this curse which weighed heavily 
on my heart, for I certainly have not kept 
all the laws of God.. Shall I be accursed 
of God ? But• our merciful God gave us a 
remedy, how to have that curse removed. 
He says thru Moses, 'I have given it (the 
blood) to you upon the altar to make an 
atonement for your souls; fox it is the 
blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul,. Lev. 17 :11. Please mark that it is 
the blood and not the giving of alms, fast-
ing, praying or observing the Golden Rule, 
that• cam make atonement. To show the 
blood's satisfaction for sin, the sinner put 
his hands upon the victim's head, which 
represented the actual transfer of sin to 
the victim. 	Likewise, on the Day of 
Atonement, the high priest transferred the 
sins of the. people to the scapegoat, which 
was then sent to the wilderness bearing 
upon its head the sins of the people. Lev. 
16:. But where is the blood atonement 
now 	Has not• our temple been des- 
troyed. have not our altars been thrown 
down I Where is the high priest to per-
form the sprinkling of the blood and thus 
make the atonement for our sins 	Can 
you feel for me, having been all my life 
a strict• observer of God's Word, having 
tried to please God in every way possible 
and yet realizing that I am a miserable 
sinner, not having been able to keep all 
the things commanded in that Holy Book? 
Can you measure the height and the depth 
of my anxiety ? Can you fathom the 
extent• of my craving for an atonement in 
order to be reconciled unto God thru a 
sacrifice of blood which He himself pres-- 
erihed 	But praised and-blessed be the 
name of Jehovah, the God of my fathers, 
Who opened my eyes to see that the ani-
mal sacrifices only prefigured the atone-
ment made by the Messiah. In Isa. 53 
God speaks thru the prophet saying, 'And 
Jehovah hath laid upon Him the iniquity 
of us all. Thru His tripes we are healed. 
If thou wilt make His soul a sin offering' 
etc. 	Here is the suffering Christ, my 
Jewish Messiah. Here was the Jewish 
prophet foretelling me that since the ani-
mal sacrifice ceased, I, as an honest Jew, 
must accept Him, the Messiah, for my sin 
offering. 

Do you ask me, how do I know that it 
refers to Jesus Well, I can identify Him 
most positively. Many centuries before 
the advent of Jesus, the God of my fathers 
foretold that the Messiah must be God and 
man together. We read in Gen. 4:1 when 
Eve gave birth to her first son, she said, 
I have gotten a man who is Jehovah. 
God declared in Gen. 3:15 that the seed 
of the woman will bruise the head of the 
old serpent, Satan. Those words tho 
briefly written for us but more lengthily 
explained to Eve, conveyed God's promise 
of the Messiah to •be born from a woman 
who would eventually conquer Satan and 
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reconcile man unto God. Eve therefore 
thought that she was to give birth to that 
wonderful 'seed' who would be God Him-
self revealed in the flesh, for no mere hu-
man being could conquer Satan. There-
fore when her first son came she thought• 
this was the one and therefore she said, 
this man is Jehovah Himself. The second' 
son that was born to her was called Abel, 
meaning vanity. Then I find in my be-
loved Hebrew book that the Word of God 
in Isa. 7 says that a virgin shall give birth 
to the Messiah, and history tells me that 
the Messiah .Jesus was born of a virgin. 
My Bible tells me in Micah 5 that• the 
great Messiah must be born in Bethlehem 
and history tells us that this Messiah Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem. My book tells me 
in Milachi 3, that this wonderful Messiah 
must come at the time of the second tem-
ple, and Jesus really came at that time. 
I find in that Book that the Messiah 
should do donderful works„ be poor, meek, 
suffering, be lifted up—be crucified—be 
mocked and scorned at, poured out like 
water, all the bones be out of joint, yet 
not one of His bones broken, must have 
vinegar and gall offered Him, His garment 
must be cast lots for, His side, His hands 
and feet must be pierced, should die with 
malefactors, and be buried in the grave of 
the rich, that He should rise from the dead 
and ascend into heaven. These, and many 
other particulars, having taken place with 
Him, identify Him and confirm my belief 
in Him beyond any question or doubt 
These are the reasons why I, being a Jew, 
true to the .God of Israel, true to the Law 
giver Moses, true to my Jewish prophets, 
must believe in. Jesus, the promised Mes-
siah, my Saviour and Redeemer." 
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