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BISHOP SCHERESCHEWSKY 

S atnuel Isaac Joseph Sehere-
schewsky, famous Jewish Chris-
tian missionary, was born of 
orthodox Jewish parents in Tan-
roggen, Russian Lithuania, in 
1831.. His parents, hoping he 
would become a rabbi, saw to 
it that he was well educated in 
the learning of the Jews. While 
pursuing his studies, he ob-
tained from a fellow student a 
Hebrew New Testament. Read-
ing it, he beeame eonvineed of 
the truths contained therein. He 
accepted these truths intellec-
tually, but was unwilling to 
surrender himself and take a 
bold stand for Christ, and thus 
expose himself to persecution. 

In 1854 he came to Hamburg, where he 
met a Jewish missionary, Jacobi. The two 
became fast friends and when Sehere-
sehewsky left hamburg for America, Ja-
cobi gave him a letter of introduction :to 
Rev. John Neander, a Jewish Christian 
missionary and pastor in New York and 
Brooklyn. In New York, he made other 
Jewish christian friends, including Rev, 
Julius Strauss, Gideon R. Lederer, a Jew-
ish missionary, and Morris J. Franklin. 
Each one of these men endeavored to per-
suade Sehereschewsky to surrender him-
self to Christ, talking with him and stu-
dying the Scriptures with him. Finally, in 
1855, at a celebration of the Passover by 
a group of Hebrew Christians he took the 
step which his friends had been so earnest-
ly desiring him to take. After the feast 
the men. one by one, rose and testified to 
their faith in Christ. It was a joyful meet;  
ing of praise and prayer. Finally, Sehe-
reschewsky was seen to drop his head in 
his hands and his whole body was shaken 
with emotion; at last the struggle was 
over, he became quiet. and then suddenly 
leaping to his feet, cried. "I will no longer 
deny my Lord, I will follow Him outside 
the camp." 

Feeling a call to missionary work in 
China. he went to thpt country in 1860 
with Bishop Boon. His talent for ac-
quring languages was recognized, and he 
began almost at once his work of transla-
tion. In 1861 he translated the Psalms 
into the Shangai colloquial. In 1863 with 
Bishop Burdon, he began to translate the 
first Mandarin prayer book, which was 
completed in 1864. In 1865, with four 
other prominent scholars, he began trans-
lation of the New Testament into Man-
darin. 

In 1875 the Old Testament translation 
into Mandarin, which was entirely Schere-
schewsky's work, was completed. In the 
same year, he was offered the Bishopric  

of Shanghai, but feeling that he was unfit 
for this honor, he refused it: During this 
y,,vr he returned to the United States with 
his wife and two children and remained 
in this country until 1877. While here he 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
from Columbia College. Although the 
country was in a .state of financial dep-
ression during his stay, he was able to 
raise funds for a missionary college in 
China, for the education of native teachers 
and ministers. 

In 1877 he was again offered the Bi-
shopric and this time was persuaded that 
it was his duty to accept. In 1878 he was 
back in China. In 1879 he went to Wu-
rhang and there began the translation of 
the Apocrypha. While at Wuchang he be-
came very ill from the intense heat and 
was sent to Europe. After a period of treat-
ment in Geneva, Switzerland, he resigned 
his Bishopric in 1883. But while bodily 
unfit for the work of a Bishop, he was still 
mentallunimpaired and went on vigoro-
usly wit. his great work of translation. 
He vnrked for some time in America, but 
in 1895 returned to Shanghai, and nearly. 
two years later was sent to Tokio to super-
vise the printing of a revised version .of 
the Old Testament in Mandarin, the first 
edition of which had been published in 
1875. In 1903 he finished the Wen-li ver-
sion of the New Testament.. 

During these later years of his work, 
Sehereschewsky because of paralysis could 
not use a pen, but having the use of the 
middle finger of each hand. he for 8 years 
operated a ,typewriter, translating from 
the original Hebrew into Mandarin, his 
secretary reducing the typewritten words 
to Chinese characters. He worked under 
great disadvantages and often while suffe-
ring: yet such was his (Lod-given energy 
that it took two scribes to keep up with 
him. Before his death, October 15th, 1906, 
he had translated the whole Bible, inclu- 

ding the Apocrypha, into Wen-
li. He had also written Chinese 
grammars and dictionaries. a 
Mongolian dictionary, and had 
translated the Gospels into Mon-
golian.. 

Many tributes have been paid 
this great Hebrew Christian 
missionary. Max Muller said 
that he was "one of the six most.  
learned Orientalists in t h e 
world ." In the report of the 
Special Committee of the House 
of Bishops of the Protestant.  
Episcopal Church in 1875 w(.' 
find the following: "The Old 
Testament has been translated 
by Dr. Sehereschewsky out of 
the original Hebrew into a lan-
guage understood by a 

population four times as large as in alT 
the United States. The work of itself is 
one of the grandest monuments which the 
human mind has ever created and is one 
of the noblest trophies of missionary zeal 
and learning. The grandest conquests of 
the world's mightiest heroes sink into 
littleness beside the work which our faith-
ful missionary has done when he made the 
Bible speak in the Mandarin tongue and 
herald out its salvation over nearly half 
a hemisphere. Dr. Sehereschewsky as he 
comes to us from his hard fought field, 
bringing his Chinese Bible as the `spolia 
optima' of his victorious faith and work, 
presents to the church a sublimer spectaele 
than any hero that has ever moved over 
the Via Sacra at Rome or up the steps of 
the Acropolis at. Athens." 

OUR MEETINGS: 
Sunday, Gospel Service______.8.00 P. M.  
Monday, Testimony Meeting_8.00 P. M.  

Wednesday, Mothers' Meeting_ 2.30 P. M. 
Friday, Gospel Service 	._..._8.00 P. .M.  

Good Music, Good Speaking: Come! 

Entered as second class matter April 14, 1922 at the Post Office at Brooklyn, N. Y. under t he Act of March 3, 1879, 
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