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WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? 
By Robert Stuart MacArthur, D. D., LL. D., 

(Continued) 

STRIVING TO ACCOUNT FOR CHRIST 

BUT how can we account for the per-
fection of His humanity if we deny 

the reality of His divinity? We ought. 
as students of literature and life, to strivc 
to account for Jesus Christ. We strive to 
account for Socrates and Plato, for. Moses 
and Joshua, for David and Isaiah, for 
John and Paul, for Chrysostom and 
Augustine, for Knox and Calvin, for Bun-
yan and Spurgeon, for Washington and 
Lincoln, for Lloyd i ;verge and Theodore 
Roosevelt. Are we not under the strongest 
possible obligations to account. for Jesus 
Christ? Men say that Jesus Christ was 
good. but that He was not made God. Out 
of their own mouths these men eonvict 
themselves of inconsistency in their locu-
tions and illogieality in their reasonings. 
If Jesus Christ be not God, He is not good. 
lie is either an unpardonable egotist or a 
hopeless lunatic, or He is the Christ of 
God, and Cod over all blessed forever 
more. He claimed to be God, and if. His 
elaini be not true, how can He be good? 
The stream of His life flowed through the 
human race on a higher level, and rose to 
a vastly higher point, than any other 
stream known to human history or divine 
revelation. How shall we aceount for the 
height to which that stream rose? Water 
ran never rise higher than its source. If 
that source were simply human. how can 
we account for the superlium;In height 
which it reached? 	If we admit the 
account given in the Gospels of His virgin 
birth and divine origin, all Ilis life is 
easily explieable. 

But if we deny His unique origin we 
cannot logically account for His unique 
life. A life begun as was never another 
life we might expect to see continue as no 
other life continued. A naturally skep-
tical man finds it easier to admit the ac 
count of Christ's remarkable birth than 
to attempt to explain His remarkable life 
if lie deny the remarkable birth. 	The 
anicity of His birth we would naturally 
expect to eventuate in the unieity of His 
life. His life cannot he explained on any 
principle of heredity. We readily admit 
the royal element in His blood although 
the fortunes of His family had fallen be-
fore His birth: but no law of heredity will 
account for the physical attractiveness, 
the mental superiority, and the moral 
purity of Jesus the Christ. Neither will 
environment account for His marvelous 
career and character. What was there 
in the peasant conditions of His family 
life to pr(,(luee the uniqueness of His man- 

hood? Neither will education account for 
the Christ. He never was in school, in the 
technical sense of that term, although He 
doubtless studied in the village syna-
gogue; and yet He rose above all the 
limitations, traditions and bigotries by 
which He was surrounded. It is doubtful 
if He ever sat at the feet of the greatest 
rabbis of the time. A book has recently 
been written whose purpose is to show 
that Jesus spent eighteen years in India, 
from His appearance in the Temple as a 
boy' of twelve to the time of Eis baptism, 
as a man of thirty. I have not the slight-
est objections to the idea of His going to 
India, if only He did go. But when the 
author adduces his proof he fails utterly, 
helplessly and hopelessly to show that 
Jesus ever went to India. 	It is certain 
that He never studied at the feet of the 
philosophers of Greece and Rome, nor of 
the dreamy Orient. He never traveled, 
except possibly barely across the confines 
of Palestine, a country about the size of 
the State of New- Hampshire. How came 
He to emancipate Himself from the sec-
tarianism and seetionalism of This country 
and century? How came He to be the 
contemporary of all the ages? How came 
He to utter in the sermon on the Mount 
truths which socially and religiously the 
foremost thinkers of today tali barely un-
derstand, and dare not fully apply to the 
solution of the problems of the hour? No 
mere human thinker has ever approached 
the Sermon on the Mount. But in pure 
spirituality of thought, our Lord sur-
passed it in His last address to His dis- 
ciples. 	This address bears ineffaceable 
marks of His supreme divinity and ab-
solute deity. .0, ye critics, I ask you, as 
a problem of literature and life, to 
aecount fur Jesus the Christ. I ask no 
favors for Him. It is you that need the 
favors, if you oppose the Christ. I de-
mand for Him simple justice. "What 
think ye of Christ?" 

If Christ was merely the product of 
natural forces we might expect some 
other country, with far better oppor-
nities than those of Palestine, to give its 
another and a better Christ. 	Palestine 
was a small country; it had no great 
newspapers. no libraries, no academies, no 
colleges, no universities. Its people, for 
the most part, were ignorant, prejudiced 
and bigoted. There could not have been 
a more unlikely place in which to find the 
foremost man of all the ages. Can Ger-
many give us a Christ.? She has given the 
world much that is good and bad. She 
has great gymnasia, wonderful universi-
ties, and marvelous teelinieal schools. She 
boasts of her great seholars. 	Germany, 
give us a Christ ! Germany is silent.. She 
has no Christ to give. Christ is not the 
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product of natural forces. He is the Son 
of God, 

Can Great Britain give us a Christ? 
She owns one-quarter of all the land on 
this planet. 	The earth has 52,000,000 
square miles; over 13,000,000 square miles 
the British flag floats. She has great scien-
tists, philosophers, discoverers and artists. 
She has the University of Glasgow, the 
University of Edinburgh, the University 
of Aberdeen, and the University of. Dub-
lin; she has her Oxford and Cambridge. 
Great Britain, give us a Christ! Britain 
is silent. She has no Christ to give. He 
is the Son of God. 

Can the United States give us a Christ? 
Our republic is famous for her inventions 
and discoveries. }Ter resources are bound-
less. She has vastly better means to fur-
nish a Christ than had Palestine. But the 
1Tnited States is silent. She has no Christ. 
He is not the product of natural forces. 
Tie is the Christ of God. He is God blessed 
forevermore! 

Dr. Gpikie, in his life of Christ, calls 
attention to the fact that. the Jews con-
fess !'rent admiration for the eharaeter 
and words of Jesus; that the Moham-
medan world gives him the high title of 
Messiah : that the myriad-minded Shake-
speare paid him lowly reverence, and that 
men like Galileo. Kepler, Bacon, Newton 
and Milton set the name of Christ above 
every other name. He also reminds us 
that Jean Paul Richter, whom his eenntry-
men call "Der Einzige, the unique," tells 
us that "the life of Christ concerns Him 
who, being the holiest among the mighty. 
the mightiest among the holy, lifted wii-L 
His piereed hands empires off their liinffes 
and turned the stream of centuries out of 
its channel, and still governs the ages." 
Spinoza, the great philosopher. son of 
Portuguese Jews. disciple of Abeoezra and 
Descartes, calls Christ the symbol of di-
vine wisdom. Sehelling and Hegel speak 
of Him as the union of the divine and 
human. The immortal Goethe, the ack-
nowledged prince of German poets, and 
one of the most superbly accomplished Men 
of the eighteenth century. says: "I esteem 
the Gospels to be thoroughly genuine, for 
there shines forth from them the Tefleeted 
splendor of a sublimity, proceeding from 
the Derg011 of. Jesus Christ, of so divine a 
kind as only the divine could over have 
manifested upon earth.'' 
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