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WHAT IS RELIGION ? 

al hat phrase is in almost everybody's 
mouth. The entire human race is in-

ieiested in that subject. Every one of us 
thinks about it. 11 is the oldest• known 
theme which has oecupied the thought of 
all mankind. The Jew, the Gentile, those 
who go to Church and those who do not. 
the thief; I he gambler, and the confidence 
man, all think of religion more or less, but 
few stop to think, inquire, search and find 
oat, first what• is religion, what is the def-
inition of that term and what is its mean-
ing. Curiously enough this phrase is ap-
plied to any system of traditions, ethics, 
superstitions and idolatrous customs which 
various races have  been practicing in ig 
Dormice and darkness. Altho those systems 
have no foundation ill the Bible, no other 
authority than that of plain mortals, which 
the Bible calls "precepts of men", isa. 
29:13, "the lying pen of scribes," Jer. 8:8 
yet they call it religion. Without honest 
conviction, with,on-  the knowledge of 
God's word, they follow beliefs and opin-
ions of ancestors and nationalities. In their 
ignorance they are very proud. Assuming 
and boasting that their respective belief 
is the only one which is absolutely true 
and best, they refuse to respond to 
God's- appeal, "stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths. where is 
the good way, and walk therein." Jer. 6 :16 
They despise one who dares to -  question 
their way of believing and show them the 
only "good way" according to God's 
Word. They identify religion with party 
spirit and nationalism. The Chinese. the 
Indians, the wild Africans, and others 
stick to tic 	national traditions, per 
scenting and sometimes killing t h e 
missionaries whom God sends to bring 
them to the light. The Catholics have as-
sumed a similar attitude toward mission-
aries. The Jews who think they have the 
only true religion, turn a deaf ear to our 
pleadings that they st udy their own Bible 
concerning the basis of their strange cus-
toms and ideas. Not• only that, but they 
slide into a. devilish hatred toward their 
brother who differs from their opinion con-
cerning the Jewish Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This in spite of the command in 
their own Bible, "non shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself" They persecute, beat 
when convenient, and ostracize every 
Jewish man or woman who dared to for-
sake the beaten track, following the light 
of the word of God rather than the blind 
leaders who are in darkness. And they call 
that religion. "If they speak riot according 
to thig word, it is because there is no light 
in -them". Isa. 8 :20. Somehow they always 
manage to find reasons with which they 
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buttress up their opinions already formed, 
but there is no light in their words. The 
tact that they hate persecute and ostrac-
ize one of their own who is given divine 
courage to get• away from the herd habit 
and follow the Saviour in accordance 
God's word, is the strongest proof in the 
ease. Abraham our father refused to 
live in case by thinking as others do but 
kept aloof from the mob. lie followed the 
word of. God rather than time crowd. 'Pro 
patria milli", "my country, my religion, 
whether right or wrong", seems to be the 
slogan of all those groups, races and nat 
ionalities who know not the word of God, 
but blindly follow others who have not the 
love of God in their hearts. You cannot 
reason with them, for they have no think-
ing power. their thoughts being stagnat -
ed. They love  theinsci yes and their own 
notions. Under the proverbial "my reli-
gion" is covered up all the national racial 
pride, self esteem and vain ego and high-
minded personality. They shut their eyes 
and close their hearts to any question eon-
eerning the basis of their opinions. The 
only way in which they do concern them-
selves with reasonings is to find in their 
cy.',am mind some twisted arguments to de-
fend their position. A Jewish lawyer told 
time writer "Not even God Almighty could 
make me change my religion and believe 
in Jesus''. And he thought that he was a 
grand noble hero. 

The seed of error is in not understand-
ing what religion is. 

THE DEFINITION 

The word "religion" is a compound 
Latin term for reuniting. Religio in Latin 
means to bring together two parts of an 
object which had been separated and thus 
re-uniting them they become one again. 
This is a homely illustration of the rela-
tionship between God and mankind. Our 
heavenly Father created our first ancestor 
in His own image, Adam had the privilege 
of associating and fellowshipping with the 
Creator. But when he transgressed the 
law of God, he lost God's companionship, 
was discharged from the garden of Eden, 
became separated from God, and thru his 
sin God's curse came upon this earth, 
Gen. 3:23. That the sin of Adam affected 
us all hs evident, first, from God's refer-
ence to it in connection with sinful Israel. 
"Thy first father hath sinned, and thy 
teachers have transgressed against me". 
Isa. 43:27 and "They like Adam (literal) 
have transgressed the covenant". Hos. 6 :7 
Second, right after the fall of our first 
father, God describes the sinful condition 
of man saying, "God saw that the wick-
edness of man was great in the earth and  

that very imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually". Gen. 
6 :5. And as we move forward to the suc- 
ceeding generations we do not find any 
improvement ; on the contrary, conditions 
reached a more sinful stage. "The whole 
head is sick and the whole heart faint 
from the sole of the foot even unto the 
head, there is no soundness in it". Isa. 1 :6. 
This is a sad condition in which God finds 
us. Our rabbis have given us rose-colored 
messages, glowing with poetry and comp-
lacency making us believe that a good 
heart, good deeds, fasting, praying and 
giving of alms change God's dTrees 
against us and make us righteous But 
God says, "the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked". Jer., 
1.7:9. Again, "But we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags''. lsa. 64:6. Again, '' Your new 
moons and your appointed feasts my soul 
hateth,—yea, when ye make many prayers, 
I will not hear'. Isa. 1:14-15• The Holy 
Spirit tells us in Proverbs 28:26, "He that 
trusteth in his own heart is a fool". Also 
in Proverbs 20 :9, we find this question, 
"Who can say, I have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from my sin"? "For 
there is not a just man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and sinnet.h not". Eccles. 7 :20 
In the face' of these truths of the Bible. 
which our own conscience will corroborate 
how can we claim self-righteousness or 
goodness? How can we, miserable sinners, 
have fellowship with God who is holy? 
What "a great gulf'' is fixed between us! 
How wide is the separation! 

But God loved us and provided a 
remedy, the blood. "For it is the blood 
that maketh atonement for your souls"-
Lev. 17:11. There we have the doctrine 
of the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 
men. No one can explain or understand 
how the blood upon the altar could. work 
out pardon for sin, but there arc many 
things we do riot understand yet believe 
them. The children of Israel believed it 
because God said it, and they were. recon-
ciled, re-united with God. Once a year, 
on the day of atonement, the sins of the 
whole congregation of Israel were par-
doned, not through fasting, or any good 
deeds, but• by the blood of sacrifices. 
Upon studying the Scriptures we discover 
the remark•ible fact that• God taught 
Adam the doctrine of blood as a means of 
re-uniting sinful man to Himself. 

Immediately upon the transgression of 
our first parents, God made for them 
"coats of skins". This necessarily implies 
the shedding of blood. Obeying this doct- 
rine, Abel brought a more excellent sac 
rifice than Cain, the latter believing in 
his own religion, his good works, while 
Abel believed in God's word, "For it is 
the blood that maketh atonement." Lev.  
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Abel had religion. religio, but 
Cain • w th the showing up of his good 
works received the curse of Ood and be-
came a vagabond. But that remedy, the 
blood Of sacrifives, worked only temporz:ry 
re-union. Every day of atonement, and 
in some cases every day, there had to he 
fresh shedding of blood. Therefore God 
gave His own great sacrifice. the Messiah 
Jesus his only begotten Son, who offered 
Himself once for all, for the sins of every 
one who believes. We read Isa. 53 where 
is given a brief description of the suffering 
Messiah as a sacrifice for our sin. "Jeho-
vah bath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Isa- 53:6. This is religion. Thru faith in 
Christ we arc saved from the curse of sin 
and re-united to (lod again. We believe 
in Cod's word, not in man's traditions. We 
do not hate others who differ from -us in 
their views. We love all wren and we pity 
their souls, going to perdition because of 
sin. We, therefore offer them that great 
salvation thru the Messiah of Clod. We 
desire to show them the way to be saved. 
This religion is not. "my religion", it is 
tke only one religion which (od in His 
gri-at love and mercy gave to every one 
who believes that not one soul should per-
ish but have everlasting life- 
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