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THE LOGIC OF THE CHANGED 

CALENDAR 

No one stops to ask for au explanation 
of one of the strangest facts, not only in 
historical literature, but in the living 
world; the fact that all civilized time is 
dated from the birth of Jesus Christ. This 
is the twentieth century; and from what 
event are those twenty, centuries counted? 
From the birth of a Jew, who, on the scept-
ical theory, if he ever existed, was a peas-
ant in an obscure province in a far-off age; 
who wrote no book, made no discovery, in-
vented no philosophy, built no temple; a 
peasant who died 'when, as men count 
years, he had scarcely reached his prime, 
and died the death of a criminal. And 
even before his death the little band of 
disciples He had succeeded in gathering, 
all forsook Him and fled. This is a story 
wriitten in all the characters of defeat. Yet 
civilized time is dated from the birth of 
this Jew ! The centuries carry His sig-
nature, and the years of the modern world 
are labelled by universal consent "the 
years of our Lord." 

And no one knows how it came to he 
done, or when or by whom. Not one ed-
ucated man out of a thousand can tell, 
off-hand, why all civilized calendars are 
reckoned from that far-off birth in a little 
Jewish village. Every morning all the 
newspapers of the civilized world though 
some of them fill their columns with at-
tacks on Jesus Christ readjust their date 
to His cradle. Each new year, as it• ar-
rives, is baptized with His name. Calendars 
and Acts of Parliament, business and poli-
tics, and literature—the very dates on our 
cheques and letters—all are thus uncon-
sciously adjusted to the chronology of 
Chr'st 's life. 

To write a human signature on Time 
itself, to put a human name on the brow' 
of the hurrying centuries—this is a mar-
vellous achievement ! Caesar has not done 
it, nor Shakespeare, nor Newton. Genius 
is vain to accomplish such a task. the 
sword is vain, wealth is vain. But this 
Jew has done it. ! Plato was a teacher. and 
Socrates was a martyr, with elements or: 
artistic interest and of human power 
'which might he thought to surpass any- 

associated with Jesus Christ. Plato 
,taught on a larger stage, belonged to a 
more imperial race, and spoke a. richer 
language than the carpenter of Nazareth. 
Socrates drank the erp of hemloelz to an 
accompaniment of nhihronhie Oiseourse. 
rneh as was never heard in 

ITe talked the language of Homer 
and Aesehylus, not the rude Aramaic of 

L Jewish peasants. The philosophy of Plato.  

the dialogues of Socrates, are studied yet 
in all the Universities of the world. But 
the world does not reckon its time from 
Plato or Socrates; from Alexander. 
Caesar or Marcus Aurelius; from Greek 
Olympiads or Roman Consulates. It dates 
its time from One who, as unbelief explains 
Him, was merely a Jewish peasant, and 
who died the death of a criminal! 

Christian men as they dwell on this 
strange thing know that it is no accident. 
It is a sign writ large on Time itself, of 
the empire of Him who is the Lord of 
Time. But if we accept the theory of 
those who reject Christ, the very almanac 
of the modern world is an incredible ab-
surdity. How does it come to pass, we 
repeat, that not by accident, not by some 
conspiracy of fanatics, not by the force 
of any imperial edict, but by a converg-
ence of silent, unrecognized, almost uneon-. 
scious forces, all civilized time is baptized 
into the name of Jesus Christ? 

To have some common measure of 
time is, of course, a necessity of organized 
society; and in a thousand ways the at-
tempt has been made to establish such a 
universal time-measure. But all these 
attempts—save one—have failed. The 
trouble is to find an adequate starting-
point for the ealendar. It must be an 
event, or a person. or an institution un-
iversally known ; some one, or something, 
which has left an enduring mark on the 
imagination of mankind. And the scale 
of the event from which mankind con-
sents., Or is compelled, to count its years, 
may be measured by the geographical 
area over which that date 'is accepted as 
a starting-point of time, and the number 
of centuries through which it keeps that 
great office. A world-shaking victory, the 
foundation of, some dynasty or of a creed, 
the beginning of a revolution—such an 
event, it might reasonably be expected, 
would give time a new starting-point. 
And it has a. curious effect to look back 
and see how many starting-points have 
been set up, were visible for a moment, 
rand are now forgotten. 

History is strown thick with these 
forgotten way—marks of time—Greek 
Olympiads. Roman Consulates, Baby-
lonian Eponyms. For centuries the mystic 
'letters "A. IT. C." were a witness that 
the world's time Naas dated from the foun-
dation of the great city on the Tiber. One 
calendar dates from Alexander the Great 
another from Julius Caesar. Pharsalia 
and Aetiiini were battles that changed the 
course of history, and each in its turn 
was taken as a starting-point for the 
world's almanac. 

But no eonquen,r's sword has ever 

cut deeply enough on Time to leave an 
enduring mark. The Julian era, the Alex-
andarian era, the era of the Seleucidae—
all have had their little day and vanished. 
The martyrdoms of Diocletian could not 
burn deeply enough into the calendar to 
'leave a lasting mark there. The Aera 
Martyrum is forgotten. The Indietions 
of all names—imperial and pontifical—
have fled like shadows. There is for civil-
ized man but one enduring, universally . 
recognized starting-point of civilized time. 
It is that which dates from the cradle of 
Bethlehem! 

How is this strange fact to be ex-
plained? Did a conspiracy of Christ's 
followers capture all the calendars of the 
race and baptize them by fraud into the 
name of their Master? No one ventures 
to suggest that explanation. The change 
was neither achieved by fraud nor imposed 
by authority. It does not represent the 
will of a conqueror, or the arts of priests, 
or the enactment of a despot. Most people 
would say, on general grounds, that we 
owe. the ehristianization of the calendar 
to the Emperor Constantine. it was in' 
who saw in vision, the cross, surrounded 
by the shining characters "In hoc vinees"; 
and he stamped that cross on the insti-
tutions and literature of his time. He. 
first of all the world's rulers, gave to 
Christianity official recognition. 

But as a matter of fact he did not 
write the name of Jesus Christ on the 
ealendar. The famous Indictions—or tax-
periods were his work, and in some pro-
vinees of the empire they outlasted the 
empire itself. Traces of them, for example, 
'arc found in.France for nearly 1.000 years 
after Constantine. But the laidietions had 
no religious aspect whatever; they simply 
marked the tax-periods in cycles of fifteela 
years. The most significant and impres-
sive feature in the strange change wrought 
in the calendar is, indeed, the silence and 
slowness with which it. was effected. The 
process was as independent of human will 
as the coming of. Spring, or as the rise of 
a sea tide—and as resistless. 

The name of. Jesus Christ did not 
emerge in the calendar till five eenturies 
after His death, a space of time long 
enough for Him to have been forgotter 
had Ha been an imposter. It took another 
five hundred years to become universally 
accepted as a starting-point for historic 
time And the process is linked to no 
single human name. Who kno‘as. or cares, 
anything about. Dionysius B'aigutts, an 
obseere Roman abbot. who from A. D. 525 
had begun. in his Eastcr table to count 

inearnatione domini"? 

(To he continue l) 
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