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their time from the -Hegira, A. I.). 622. 
The 11.Ioslem almanac xvas drawn up by 
the Caliph Omar in A. D. 640, only eight- 
een years after the Flight, and he im-
posed his calendar  oil all followers of. 

As a matter of tact, only twelve years Mohammed by the logic of the sword. 
after the Easter tables of Dionysius, the 
Ei'itperor Justinian--A. D. 537—issued a 
decree directing that all public docu-
ments should be dated by the year of 
the emperor, the name of the ConSul, 
and the Indiction, Or tax-period, then 
eurrent. But only four years later the 
l ast ("instil was elected; the office and 

1 he name alike became shadows. Emper. 
ors and Consuls have counted for nothing 
against. the name of Jesus Christ. 1.,y 
A. D. 525 that name had stolen into the 
imagination of the world. It. had stamp-
ed itself on literature. Greek games. 
Roman Consulates, mighty Emperors, 
world-famed conquerors vanished like 
hurrying phantoms. Why should thin-
beilated `'all urbe condita" when Bonn 
itself had lost both empire and fame 
So A. 1). took the place of A. U. C. Only 
one Name, survived only by One figure, 
WtIS visible across wide spaces of - perish-
ed time. That. name . and figure repre-
sented the energies which were moulding 
human society to a iii v pattern; and, :a; 
a. visible concrete reflex of that faet, the 
,orld's time began to he reckoned fries 
the birth of Jesus Christ.. All that had 
gone before, all that had happened be-
side, no longer counted. By a deep. int-
(:onscious inarticulate, yet. irresistilde in_ 
stinet the world recognized, and recorded 
on its almanacs. the true starting-point 
of life. 

Many attempts have been made sinve 
to ;_,:ive another point of departure for 
recorded time: 11.1:1 Place, the astronomer, 
proposed to give stability and dignity to 
'human chronology by linking it to the 
stars. 

Some tour thousand years before 
Christ. the nilajor axis of the earth's or-
bit c'oinc'ided with the line of the equin-
oxes; in A. I). 1250 they were at right. 
angles to each other. .Hunan lime, La. 
Place argued, ought not to be adjusted 
to the trivial events and vanishing -names 
of earthly history, but the march of the 
heavenly bodies-;. 'Hero in the depths et 
spaee, and in the grouping of the plan-
ets, it -was possible to find a magnificent 
and -unchanging mark to which all lin 
man calendars might be adjusted. Why 
Hot make the moment f rian which the 
whole earth should count its time that 
at which the line of the equinoxes is at 
right angles to the axis of the earth's 
orhit? But. science has not yet re-dated 
tin almanac, and never NVill. 'Islam has 
made a faint and broken mark on the 
calendar. Mohammedan nations count 
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nine  for  them  was re-dated by force; 
and still the Hegira is confined as a time 
measure to a dying ereed and to cluster 
of half-civilized races. The most notable 
attempts in modern days to Iind a new 
starting:-)(6.1a for 	 time was that 
-undertaken by France in 1793. The Rev-
olution was to be counted as the ye;re 
One; and _that ambitious calendar has 
many things in its favor. It undoubtedly 
voincided with a politieal new birth; and 
since the Revolution had great, passions 
and forces behind it', and great ideals be-
fore it, the new date. marked the be,!.in-
fling of an enduring movement. 

The. world of European polities ho:,. 
never '.been. the same since the Revolution, 
and never will be. The ealendar enacted 
by the French Assembly hail thus some 
'historic- justifieation, and it. was adorned 
with all the artistie graces that the lively 
Freneh imagination could invent. Its 
months had poetical MUM'S ; its festivals 
l'iore such high sounding. labels as Virtue, 
Genius, Labor, Opinions. Rewards. Thc 
revolutionary calendar in brief, had for 
the Revolution itself the office of a flag—
and it shared the fate of a flag. It. fell . 
with the cause it represented. It lasted 
just 13 years; and its only legacy to his-
tory is the tangle of names and dates 
with which it confuses the records of 
those thirteen years. 

All the :forces known to history, in a 
word, and all the ideas that have author-
ity for the human imagination. have bei..0 
enTloyed to mark the starting point. from 
which the human. race may count its 
years; and all have failed. Only one 
Event towers high enough above the hot'-
;::on of history to serve as a landmark 
and a time measure for all eivilized races. 

pawl, of course., sees ill that deep mark 
on the human almanac a mysterious .and, 

as far as human purpose is concerned, an 
undesigned, but. all-significant, token o. 
ownership. It corresponds to the stamp 
on the coin. It anSWerS the challenge, 
"Whose inmage and superseriptiot I is 
this?" It. is both a sign and a.propheey 
a sign that the centuries belong to Christ, 
a prophecy of the fast-eoming: hour when 
all that Time includes 	1 anc. represents 
shall bear His signature. 

But what faith sees in the Christian-
ized calendar, is for our purpose irrelt.- 
vant. What adequate and intelligible ex-
planation van, on scientific grounds, be 

yriven of this strange signature of a dead 

•- Jew's hand an all the almanaes of I h. 

BETH SAR -SHALOM 

Williamsburg Mission To The Jews 
Throop Avenue and Walton Street 

firooklyn. N. Y. 

living world? 	."17  hat force wrote it 
there? is it a mere historic aceidentc 
Is it. the result. of a reasonless caprie, ? 
It is certainly .not the result of any c on-
spiracy on the part of -Christian falla • 
h's. 

n'se S011le strange ellethiCal fOree 
suddenly awoke in all . the seas of the 
planet, crept through all their depths, 
and changed the tint of every wave. No 
one. could name the moment when the  
eltanga look place; no out' could guess' 
the eause. Rut the (dump,  was  visild,‘ 
t o Imo, 	 livery wave I-1 0  
b roke  refl ect ed the  new tint. I  Woulil 
plain men accept. as a sufficient explana-
tion the theory that.' a child had by ac-
eident dropped its box of colors into that 
sea.? Would a eonspiraoy ut ,iwinists 
plain it 	What affected the color of all 
the seas must. he a force as wide as the 
sea, and as deep. 

On' the theory that. Christ uver lived, 
or that He was an imposter, in regard to 
whom only the visible human elements 
..have to be eomputed, the change iii the 
nomenelature of time is the vei•y paradux 
of history. Here is a peasant in the dark-
est age of the world; he lived in a sub-
jeet province; He never wrote a :.:4..11-

tynce which has been preserved; lie died 
when He had seareely reached manhood, 
and Ile died east out by his own race, 
and abandoned by his scanty :handful of 
followers. Arid yet twenty 4.•enturies 
after he hung on the c'r'oss his birth is 
accepted. by believers and unbelievers a-
like, its the point \\Ilene( all the centuries 
must. be counted. In Jean Paul Richter's 
magnitreent sentences, "the vrueified Jew, 
being the holiest amongst the mighty, 
the mie.htiest amongst the holy, has lift-

ed with His pierced hands empires off 
their hin9:es, turned the stream of 

out of its channel. and still 2.0‘.-
erns the ates." And all our almanaes 
repeat i n noconseions prose, and in un-
rhythmical numerals, the flight of stately 
rhetorie. 
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