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THE GREATEST SELFISHNESS 
(continued from last month) 

Ii \\ us  simwti on this page last month 
that tin. l n:st. things for the soul of man 
are wrapped up in faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ our Messiah. Also that it is the 
'greatest selfishness to deny this knowl-
(dge to ally man. it was also shown front 
Proverbs 34 that God refers very plainly 
to Ilis 'oil. Then we quoted from 2nd 
Psalm (v. 1) ''Why do the heathen rage." 
In the next verse of Psalm 2 we have 
a prophecy of what the enemies of 
the Messiah shall say: "The Kings 
of the earth shall set themselves, 
the rulers shall take council together a-
gainst.the Lord and 'His Messiah." Here 
te Messiah is coordinated with God, He 
is just as exalted as God, and he who is 
against the Messiah is against God, and 
he who is against God is against the Mes-
siah, for God is the Messiah and the' Mes-
siali is God. If you do not believe it 
from this passage, read Jer. 23; 5-7: "Be-
hold, the days come saith the Lord, that 
I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros-
per, and shall execute judgment and jus-
tice in the earth. In his days Judah 
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safe-
ly. And this is his name whereby he 
shall he called: Jehovah our Righteous-
ness." The Messiah, then, shall be called 
by the holy name Jehovah. The Talmud 
seems to understand this atter when in.  
Baba Bathra, p 	75a, we,  are told: "Three 
there are who are called by the name of 
Jehovah 	the Messiah, for it is 
written 'And this is the name whereby 
he shall be called: Jehovah our Right-
eousness'." Think well, therefore, before 
you laugh at the Messiah; for in laugh-
ing at Him you laugh at God Himself. 

Now we will continue tliw second 
Psalm: "Let us break their bands as-, 
under, and cast away their cords front 
us." This is what the enemies of the 
Lord and His Messiah will say and do. 
They will want to ruin His power and 
influence over man. But "He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the. 
Lord shall have them in derision. Then 
shall. He speak unto them in his wrath." 
What shall He speak to them? "Yet I 
have set my King upon my Holy Hill of 
Zion." Hero God calls the Messiah, my 
King, because He does not rule as man, 
but as God. Thus we heard first what 
the enemies of the Messiah had to say, 
and then what God said to -.hose enemies, 
and now the prophet declares what the.  
Messiah himself says: "I will declare 
the decree." The law, what law? "The 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my son; 
this day have I begotten thee." . The 
Messiah is God's Son and as precious to 
Him as any child born to its father.  

These seven verses of the second Psalm 
are enough .to convince any man with a 
conscience that the Messiah is the Son of 
God. But some Je‘vs try to interpret this 
Psalm as meaning King David. Thk, 
however, will not do, for -nowhere do 
the Scriptures call David the Son of God; 
then you cannot deny that this Psalm 
in its entirety treats of the Messiah. The 
matter becomes plainer yet when we con-
sider further the 8th verse : "Ask of me 
and I will give thee the nations for thine 
inheritance and the ends of the earth for 
thy possession." This cannot apply to 
David, for he was not King of the whole 
earth but only of the land of the Jews. 
It can only refer to the Messiah, whom 
God calls here My Son, my King. He 
alone is to have domination over the 
whole creation and to Him all knees shall 
bow in heaven and on earth. 

But you may have another question 
This time you may want to know whether 
the Messiah is called the Son of God in 
any other passage besides the second 
Psalm. Suppose this were the only pas-
sage, would that fact lose its convincing 
power? When God says once: "Thou 
shalt not steal," is it necessary to repeat 
it before you shall obey? But the Son-
ship of the Messiah is so important and 
so hard for unenlightened reason to un-
derstand that God condescends to our 
-weakness and repeals it in other passages. 
Let us take 2 Sam. 7. Here God gives 
Nathan the prophet a message for David 
that the latter should not build Him a 
house, but "I will set up thy seed after 
thee, he shall build a house for my name, 
and I will be' his father, and he shall be my 
son. If he commit iniquity I will chasten 
him with the rod of men" (12-14). (This 
passage of course primarily refers to Sol-
omon but a secondary reference is to the 
Messiah). However, if the Messiah is the 
Son of God, as the verse says, "I will he 
his father and he shall be my son," how 
can He, the Son, of God fall into sin? It 
is evident that God means here that in 
the eyes of men He will look like a sin-
ner; why? Because of the chastisements 
and "the stripes of the children of men" 
which shall be upon Him. As Scripture 
is best interpreted •by Scripture let us 
put this passage Under the light of Is. 
53. Here we read in verse 4: "Surely 
he hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows.; yet we did esteem Him stric-
ken, smitten of God and afflicted.' This 
was our estimation of His "chastisement, 
we thought He was stricken of God be-
cause of His sins. "But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities." (Verse 5.) Both here as 
well as in 1. Sam. 7, the Messiah appears 
in the eyes of men as a man punished 
of God because of His own sin, but the 
fact in both passages is that He suffers 
in our stead that We through faith in  

Him might be saved. Then again we 
read in 2. Sam. 7 :15, 16 : 'But my mercy 
shall not depart' away from him 	 
and thine house and thy kingdom. shall 
be established forever before thee; thy 
throne shall be established." The pun-
ishment referred to, cannot be for His 
own iniquity (v. 14) otherwise God could 
not say: "My mercy shall not depart 
from him." Then the words: "Thy king-
dom and thy throne shall •be established 
forever" do not find' their fulfilment in 
Solomon, for according to 1 Kings.11 :42, 
the throne and Kingdom of David lasted 
forty years and not "forever." So when 
God says (v. 14) "I will be his father 
and he shall be my son," it refers to 
Solomon in a certain sense, but only in 
so far as he was a type of the Messiah. 
In Solomon alone this prophecy is not 
exhausted, for Solomon was not chasten- 
ed with the rod and stripes of men and, 
as indicated already, Solomon's thronte 
was not forever. 

Now take this prophecy in connection 
with that of the 2nd Psalm and you will 
see how they harmonize. Here: "I will 
be his father, and J, will establish his 
throne forever and he shall be my son;" 
there: "Thou art my Son, this dqz 
have begotten thee ; ask of me and I witr. 
give thee the nations for thine inheritance 
and the ends of the earth for thy pos-
session." Both prophecies refer to no 
other than to Jesus the Messiah and if 
we take the prophecy : "I will chasten 
him with the rod of men and with the 
stripes of the children of men" (v. 14), 
and read Matt. 27:30 and Mark 15:19, 
we are startled by the literal fulfillment 
of it in Christ Jesus. Of course, this is 
not the only proof we have that Jesus 
is the Son of God and the Messiah of 
Israel, but as we study these passages of 
Scriptures quoted, we are simply amazed 
to see how marvelously they were ful-
filled in Christ Jesus. These alone are 
enough to convince a truth loving mind 
that believes the Word of God. 

(to be continued) 
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