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"BEHOLD A VIRGIN" 

(Isaiah 7:14) 

Although God did not speak very plain-
ly to Adam and Eve about this deliver-
er, yet Eve seems to have understood Him. 
She seems to have grasped the thought 
of God concerning the Messiah, that the 
latter must be Jehovah, born in the flesh, 
born of a woman. This we see from her 
own words for in Gen. 4:1 we read: "And 
Adam knew Eve his wife and she con-
ceived and bore Gain and said, I have 
gotten a man" and then she proceeds to 
describe who this man is, "A man who is 
Jehovah." Eve made a mistake when she 
believed that the man who is Jehovah 
should be born of her. She did not know 
that God had determined the birth of the 
Messiah to be far away in the future. 
When therefore she gave birth to the sec-
ond son, she called him Abel, vanity, for 
her hopes had proved vain. The first son 
was her pride because she deemed him to 
he Jehovah, but the second was to her 
mind vanity. You may think what you 
like, dear reader, but you must admit 
that these words taken in their simplicity, 
cannot be explained in any other way. 
We see then that in this early promise 
lay the hope of a righteous Redeemer who 
should be born of a woman. As the fall 
came from woman, the redemption from 
the fall was also to come from her. But 
God did not reveal to Eve the time when 
the Messiah was to come, nor how He 
'could look nor what He should do and 

suffer. At that time it was too early to 
speak of Him in detail. But the nearer 
we come to the time of His birth the 
clearer God reveals in the Scriptures the 
details of Messiah's person and work, so 
that no man of intelligence could help 
but see in Jesus of Nazareth the Messiah 

. promised of God. 
The promise of God to Adam and Eve 

was short and hidden, but after a while 
His promise grew in clearness. To Ab-
raham He said: "In thee and thy seed all 
the families of the earth shall bless them-
selves," Gen. 12:3, and again in verse 18 
"In thy seed all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed." Then also we read: 
"In Isaac shall thy seed be called," (Gen. 
21:12), that is, the seed promised to Eve 
shall come from Isaac and not from Ish-
mael. Later on God promised the same 
blessing to Isaac, "And in thy seed shall 

• all the nations of the earth be blessed." 
(Gen. 26:4). Isaac transfers the promise 
to Jacob, Gen. 27 :29, and God confirms 
thin blessing unto Jacob, Gen. 28:14. He  

shows him in a dream the ladder reach-
ing from earth to heaven. This is a type 
of the Messiah who shall unite earth with 
heaven, man with God. Here God says 
again that in Jacob's seed all the families 
of the earth will be blessed. So we know 
that from Jacob's line the Messiah shall 
come forth. Then we find in Gen. 49:10 
that Jacob transfers this blessing to Ju-
dah his son and gives him a time limit 
in which he should expect the Messiah. 
"The Scepter of Judah shall not be taken 
away nor a lawgiver .... until Shiloh 
comes and unto him shall the gathering 
of the nations be." 

Just here we will tarry a moment and 
see how wonderfully God points to Mes-
siah's person long before His coming. 
Many inquire why it is that God calls 
the Messiah by the name of Shiloh. Al-
most all commentators agree that Shiloh 
is the Messiah„ but why is He called by 
this name. The reason seems to me to be 
as follows: When we examine the first 
promise to Adam and Eve that the seed 
of the woman shall bruise the serpent's 
head we see that the main object of Mes 
siah's coming is ,to weaken and finally 
to destroy the power of Satan over man. 
Hence it is quite natural that Satan does 
not like to hear of Him through whom 
he, the satanic majesty, is thus to he 
treated. This is the reason why the name 
of Jesus is so hated among the Jews. 
Jesus has never done them any harm, why 
should they hate Him? But it is not the 
Jews themselves, it is Satan who stirs up 
their hearts to hate Him, for if they accept 
Him, Satan will be undone. When Jacob 
therefore gathered his twelve sons to re-
veal to them Jesus the Messiah, he saw 
in spirit that Satan would be full of wrath 
when the name of Jesus, the bruiser of 
his head, was mentioned, and being afraid 
that his children too would be stirred by 
Satan to hate and insult Him, he is moved 
by the Holy Spirit to veil the things con-
cerning Jesus under the one word Shiloh. 
But according to the custom of the fa. 
t.hers to explain words after the initial let-
ters we find in the letters of Shiloh, 
"Jesus of Nazareth who was to be cru-
cified." Then also the initials spell out 
according to Ps. 72:17, "His name shall 
be continued as long as the sun." (These 
interpretations are only intelligible to the 
st.udnet of Hebrew). 

Now we will return to the subject of 
Jacob's prophecy; "The scepter shall not 
depart from Judah until Shiloh come." 
Here God wants to say that the kingdom 
of Judah shall last until Messiah comes. 

A similar prophecy is the one in Mic. 
5:3; "Therefore he will let them alone  

until she which travaileth hath brought 
forth," where the prophet, who was the 
contemporary of Isaiah, speaks of the 
Messiah. This we know from verse 2 
where he says: "But thou Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is be ruler 
in Israel, whose goings forth -have been 
from of old, from everlasting." The Mes-
siah accordingly is to be born in Bethle-
hem, because it belongs to Judah. And al-
though He who is called "ruler" must be 
born, yet we are told that His going forth 
is from everlasting, just as Christ said to 
our ancestors in Jerusalem: "Before Ab-
raham was I am" Then in the next verse 
we read: "Therefore will he let them a-
lone until the time that she which travail-
eth hath brought forth." This is the same 
promise God gave through our father 
Jacob, that the Kingdom of Judah should 
continue until the Messiah came or in 
Micah's words, "until she had brought 
forth," that is, given birth to the Messiah: 

(to be continued) 
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