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"BEHOLD A VIRGIN" 

(Isaiah 7:14) 

Now we will return to 'Isaiah who 
brought the message to King Ahaz. He 
tells him not to fear the two kings, who 
have come up to war against him and the 
city, the capital of Judah. The king 
being a descendent of the family of David 
and hence from Judah, needs not to be 
afraid, for God had promised that the 
kingdom of Judah should not be destroy-
ed until the Messiah came, and as the 
Messiah had not yet home, Ahaz ought 
to have felt safe. But see him tremble 
like a leaf in the storm. (Isa. 7, 2.) Why 
was it? Because Ahaz did not believe 
that the Messiah was to be born from 
a woman without a husband. Therefore 
God repeats to him the promise to Adam 
and Eve, but makes it much plainer. 

At first the prohet says to Ahaz: "Ask 
thee a sign" and as he refused and show-
ed that he did not believe God's promise, 
therefore the prophet says, "The Lord 
.himself shall give you a sign:" "Behold 
a virgin shall conceive and bear a son " 
That is to say: "Although, oh king, you 
do not believe that God will not suffer 
the Kingdom of Judah to be destroyed 
until Messiah comes, yet what God prom-
ised to Eve that the seed of the woman 
shall be the Messiah and what He prom-
ised through Jacob and Micah, shall sure-
ly come to pass and will be sign enough. 
Although you want no sign, yet God will 
give it: The well known virgin of whom 
God spoke from of old shall conceive and 

--bear a son. This will be the greatest sign 
the world has ever seen." 

Now let us take notice of the word 
"you" (plural). In verse 11 God says to 
Ahaz : "Ask thee (singular) a sign," but 
when Ahaz refuses, He will not force it 
upon him, just as good parents will not 
force food upon a child that has indiges 
tion, but He now turns to the house of 
David and the tribe of Judah and speaks 
in the plural: "The Lord shall give you 
(plural) a sign." "Fear not; the t,vo 

'kings shall not take away the throne of 
David; and here is a sign, for the Messiah 
shall be born of a virgin as promised of 
old, and the sceptre shall not be taken 
away until He comes:" "He -shall let 
them alone until she who travaileth has 
brought forth." 

Thus it is evident that the prophet only 
reiterated the promise of old that the 
Messiah should be born of a woman alone, 
as the word "Almah" virgin implies, and 
in order to indicate the character and na- 
ture of Him who is to bruise the serpent's 
head, he says that He shall be called Im-
manuel, that is, God with us, realizing 
just as Eve did that the seed born for 
this purpose was to be God, when she  

said at the birth of Cain: "I have gotten 
a man who is God." This is what the 
Evangelist John says: "The word was 
made flesh." 

Let us now recapitulate briefly what 
has been said, for we want to make it 
plain enough so that every child can un-
derstand. Two kings came up against 
Jerusalem. Ahaz was afraid that now the 
kingdom of Judah would be destroyed so 
the prophet Isaiah was sent to him with 
the message not to fear but to ask a sign 
of God. The king by refusing, showed that 
he did not believe that the kingdom of 
Judah would last until Messiah comes. 
(Gen. 49,10.) Therefore the prophet spoke 
to him and to the whole house of David. 
To the latter God had promised plainly 
that from his seed the Messiah should 
come, as it is written in the PAims, "One 
thing I have sworn to David my ser-
vant," and again: "From the fruit of 
thy body will I set upon thy throne." 
Ps. 132:11; and again, "I will set up thy 
seed after thee, and I will establish his 
kingdom forever," 2 Sam. 7 :12 :17. There-
fore the prophet said: "Do you know 
that God has promised a Messiah and un-
til Ile comes the Kingdom of Judah must 
stand, because God said: 'The scepter 
shall not depart from Judah until Shiloh 
comes'? Notwithstanding then, that the 
king refuses to ask for a sign, a sign shall 
be given." It is as though the prophet 
would say, "Ahaz does not believe that 
God can give a supernatural sign, there-
fore God will give a sign the like of which 
the world has never known. A virgin—
the one of whose seed God has spoken to 
Eve—shall bear a son who shall be the 
Messiah. The prophet speaks here of the 
Messianic sign. Though Ahaz showed dis-
belief, nevertheless God reminds him that 
He will keep His promise and send Christ. 
Therefore the kingdom of Judah must 
still exist and Ahaz and all his house 
need not fear the two kings that have 
come up against him. And as he speaks 
here about Christ and the article "the" 
(virgin) points back to the prophecy in 
Gen., therefore the prohet decribes the 
attributes of Christ exactly as Eve un- 
derstood when she said "I have gotten a 
man, the Lord." Here the prophet says, 
"Thou shalt call his name Immanuel" 
(God with us), in other words, God Him-
self must dwell in the Messiah who is to 
be born and dwell among us. 

Then the prophet proceeds: "Butter 
and honey shall be eat, that He may 
know to refuse the evil and choose the 
good," that is, "Although His name 
be Immanuel, God Nyith us, yet shall he 
grow up as any other child; He shall be 
fed like all other children of his day with 
butter and honey." This is what the E-
pistle to the Hebrews means when it says; 
"wherefore in all things it behooved Him  

to be made like unto His brethren, for 
in that He himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succor them that 
are tempted." Heb. 2:17,18. He had to 
be man to be able to sympathize wit-
us men, for an angel, being a spirit could 
never have fully understood nor sympa-
thized with us. 

Having characterized the Messiah, the 
prophet returned to the subject of the 
two kings. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, he, was so enthused, that the fu-
ture became present, yea a thing that is 
past, and he thus draws the future into 
the present, saying that before the child 
shall know how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, that is, as long as it 
takes a child to be weaned, when it learns 
to choose between good and bad food, 
which takes about three to four yews, 
that long will it take, until the land shall 
be forsaken of both her Kings, until they 
both die. This was fulfilled. In three or 
four years Rezin was slain by the King 
of Assyria (2 Kings 16:9) and Pekah by 
Hoshea, the son of Elah (2nd Kings 15. 
30). 

Now you will ask, "What kind of an 
assurance was this, since the sign was 
not fulfilled until more than 700 years 
after Isaiah spoke to Ahaz? How could 
that sign give assurance to the Jews at 
that time?" The answer is that we find 
something similar years before in the Old 
Testament. When God sent Moses to de-
liver the children of Israel from Egypt 
He told him: "This shall be a sign uyto 
thee; when thou hast brought forth the 
people out of Egypt, Ye shall serve God 
upon this mountain." Ex. 3:12. Here too 
the same question arises: "How can a 
sign of the future be the assurance for 
the present?" This may be a question to 
the unbeliever, but not to a believing 
man like Moses. Moses believed every-
thing that God told him, and God's pur-
pose in giving the sign was to convince 
Moses that His promise of deliverance 
was unconditional because Israel was des-
tined to serve God on the mountain. So 
was it with Isaiah. The promise was giv-
en to those who believed in the previous 
promise about Christ. 	As G o d 
would fulfill the promise unto the house 
of David that a virgin should' bear a son 
in the future, so He would also fulfill His 
other promise relating to the present that 
the scepter of Judah should not be de-
stroyed by these two kings. It shou:d 
stand until Shiloh comes. 

The next question is: "How do I know 
that "alma" means a virgin, does it not 
mean the wife of Isaiah?" to find out the 
exact meaning of "alma". we must con-
sult those passages in the Bible where the 
word is used. We find it in. six places. 
In Gen. 24:43 we read : "And it shall 

(Continued on next page) 
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come to pass that when "alma" eometh 
forth to draw water." This is what Elie-
zer said, who was sent. to  find a wife  

Isaac, and he surely did no, t . mean by "al- 
ma" a married woman, for such one he 
cold not. bring to Isaac for a wife. Nay. 
the word 111(ballS here an un marri,d woin _ 

man. The next. place we  find this word 
alma is Ex. 2:8, "And the virgin went." 
This 1`..:t:_ Moses' sister. Nobody will deny 
filat 	alma, this maiden, was a virgin. 
The word is next used in Psa. 68:25. The 
English translation has it "the damsels 
playing with the timbrels." These instru-
ments used to be played by virgins. An. 
other place is the Song of Solomon 1:3. 
"Therefore do the virgins love thee". 
This cannot mean married women.. The 
5th place is Song of Solomon 6:8. "Vir-
gins without number." The sixth place 
is Proverbs 30:19. "The way of a man 
with a maid." When we examine all 
these passages and find that alma every-
.vhere means a virgin, there will be no 
uncertainty of the meaning of the prophet 
when he says: "A virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son." This is the reason he 
calls it a sign, a miracle ; a woman with-
out a husband having a child through God 
who speaks and it is done, commands and 
it stands fast. Even Rashi agrees that 
the alma of Is. 7:14 means a virgin. In 
Jeremiah 31:22 we find a similar idea: 
"The Lord 'bath created a new thing in 
the earth." What is this new thing? "A 
female, (without a male) shall encompass -
(or bring into being) a man." Is not. this 
revelation plain enough? Why should Is-
rael not believe it? Shall He complain 
much longer that Israel is wandering a-
bout, a back-sliding daughter? Is any-
thing impossible with God? Will you not 
accept Jesus of Nazareth, born of a vii-
gin, from the house of David, the Saviour 
who died for our sins and rose again the 
third day and who shall come again unto 
salvation to those who wait for Him? 

Accept Him and live. Amen! 
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