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A HARD QUESTION 

The following query has been put to 
us in a letter by Mr. J. Green. 

"You state in your paper that the 
Christian faith is the true religion which 
all ,Jews should accept. I want you to 
give me a full explanation on the po-
groms carried on by Christians against 
the Jews. I myself was in Russia and 
saw a crowd of Christians with their 
priest holding a Cross in his hand at the 
head 'of them.-  They killed Jewish men, 
women and children in a most cruel man-
ner. I barely escaped with my life but.  
I can never forget the sight of that ang-
ry mob and the priest with his cross lift-
ed high above his head. Isn't the cross 
the Christian religion? How can you say 
that that is the true religion?" 

Answer. In the first place carrying the 
Cross does not make one a Christian. 
The very fact that they commit murder 
excludes them at onee from the Christian 
fold. Let me first tell you that the word 
Christian means one who follows Christ.. 
The word Christ again means in our He-
brew language Moshiach. Thus a Christ-
ian means one who believes in and follows 
our Moshiach who is no other person than  
the Lord Jesus in whom have been fulfill-
ed all the promises and prophecies of God 
concerning the first coming of Moshiach 
or Messiah. It is therefore self-evident 
that the spirit of murder or hatred or of 
any such thing in a person is the strong-
est proof that that person does not follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ according to His 
words and teaching as contained in the 
New Testament. There we find that His 
commandment to His followers was to 
love even their enemies. He not only 
taught His followers by word of teaching 
but Himself lived it and exemplified that 
doctrine by His own practice. Read if you 
please the account of His death on the 
Roman Cross when He was suspended on 
and nailed to the tree, the blood trickling 
flint the pierced tendons and being in 
death agony from the cruel crucifixion, Ha 
yet uttered those wonderful words "Fa-
ther, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." Luke 23:34. If He had not 
offered that prayer it is reasonable to be-
lieve that not one creature wouldhave been 
left alive in Jerusalem., Was not that an 
example of love for people who believe in 
Him. to follow? 

There have been and still are multi-
tudes of people who go by the name 
Christian but have not manifested the 
spirit of Christ in their lives and dealing 
with other people. The reason for it is 
to be found in the people's ignorance of 
the Bible. They follow blindly their 
priests, somewhat similar to the Jews who  

follow blindly their rabbis. Neither the 
former nor the latter have studied the Bi-
ble which is the Word of God so as to 
form an adequate conception of God's de-
mand and requirement of us sinners to do 
in order to obtain pardon for our trans-
gressions. 

But why should we dwell on the dark 
side of the so-called Christian religion 
and not take any notice of the bright side 
which shines forth most wonderfully from 
the lives of real Christians who do follow 
the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Take for instance the many cases of 
Christians even in dark Russia. sheltering 
persecuted Jews at the risk of their own 
lives, from the pogrom makers, so you see 
that even in that gross darkness there 
was a beam of light .coming to our per-
secuted Jewish brethren there as a result 
of the life and death and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Again consider 
America whose constitution was institu-
ted by noble men who followed the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Under that influence we 
Jews have been not only admitted into 
this glorious country but also given equal 
rights, and liberty and freedom without 
ally persecution or prejudice. Englan3 is 
another illustration along this line. 
Wherever you will go in this wide world 
you will always find some true followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ who are worthy 
of the name Christian.  

works and evil for. evil doings. Neverthe-
less suffering must come upon us be it 
through the agency of nominal Christians, 
Mohammedans or heathen. Did not E-
gypt. Babylon and Greece hate and cru-
elly persecute our disobedient people long 
before Christianity came into ex-
ist ence ? Therefore .we Jews should 
not be surprised at the inhuman 
attitude of the different nations 
towards us. It is God who is dealing thus 
with us. He has permitted our persecu-
tors to trouble our people and we have to 
go to Him in prayer and supplication and 
meditation upon His Word in order for 
us to find out what God demands of us. 
The wrong is on our side and we have to 
search the scriptures to find out the cause 
of the separation between us and our God. 

When our fathers practiced idolatry 
God punished them by delivering the 
whole nation into the hands of the Baby-
lonians. There they were 70 years in cap• 
tivity. Since then our people never again 
committed that terrible sin of worship-
ping idols. They were carrying out the 
different commandments in a most care-
ful manner. They did even more than was 
required of them. Yet God has scattered 
our people all over the world and has left 
us strangers and wanderers for nearly 
2000 years. Now the question is what sin 
have we as a people committed that we 
have to suffer so long. We Jews are no 
worse than any other people on the earth. 
We make more and longer prayers. We 
fast more, we give more alms than any 
other people. That is at least what we 
Jews boast of. We produce less murder-
ers, less highway robbers and less drunk-
ards than any other nation. Granted it 
is all true, yet the question grows strong- 
er, why has God permitted all those cal-
amities to come upon us during The past 
2000 years. 

Referring to the quotation mentioned 
above from Lev. 26 "that they shall con-
fess their iniquity and the iniquity of 
their fathers," we see that God has char-
ged us with a sin which both the fathers 
and their succeeding generations have 
eommitted. Now what is it? God does 
not punish the children for the sins of 
their fathers, Ezek. 18. But this particu-
lar sin which God wants us to confess 
both for ourselves and as for our fathers 
evidently points to our sin of rejecting 
our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
this crime we are following in the foot-
steps of our fathers. This is our national 
sin and of this we have to repent and God 
will then have mercy upon our people and 
redeem them from all their troubles. Thus 
our acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour from our sins will recon-
cile us and reunite us with our God and 
then we will be true Jews, true sons of 

Abraham who also was made righteous 

On the other hand why should we Jews 
always make complaints of the evil that 
has befallen our people, a thing which has 
been sent upon us by God because of our 
sin against Him, and why not confess that 
God is right and we and our fathers have 
been wrong. Read please Lev. 26, and 
Deut. 28. There you will find that God 
has warned us thru Moses that our people 
would be persecuted by all nations of the 
world. He tells us there that we should 
be not only hated by all peoples on earth 
among whom God said that He would 
scatter us but also be robbed and murder-
ed. The object of God's punishment up-
on us as a people is stated in the follow-
ing words. "That they shall confesS their 
iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers 
which they trespassed against me, and 
that also they have walked contrary unto 
me; — Then will I remember my cove-
nant with Jacob, and also my covenant 
with Isaac, and also my covenant with 
Abraham will I remember; and I will re-
member the land". Lev. 26:40-42. Read 
the prophet Jeremiah. the 19th, 23rd and 
25th chapters and you will see that God 
not only said it thru Moses but also re-
iterated it t.hru later prophets that all 
peoples will hate and persecute our peo-
ple all over the world. God will certainly 
punish all those persecutors as also He 
has clone in the past because God' pays 
every one for his work, good foi good by faith alone. 
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