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LYDIA MONTEFIORE 
(Sister of Moses Montefiore 

In the story of the conversion of Ly-
dia Montefiore, we have a thrilling re-
cord of God's dealing with the mind and 
heart of an elderly Jewish woman. She 
was brought up in an Orthodox family 
where she learned to keep all the ceremo-
nies prescribed by the law of Moses. She 
was taught the duties of a Jewish woman 
and trained to firmly believe in the unity 
of God and the preeminence of the Jews. 
She traveled in America and parts of 
Europe after the death of her parents, 
finally. in the later years of her life making 
her permanent home in Marseilles. 

In March,1854, Mr. J. P. Cohen, a 
missionary of the -British Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel among the 
Jews," came to Marseilles and met Miss 
Montefiore. The friend who introduced 
the two told Mr. Cohen in advance, "you 
will find her an out-and-out Jewess and 
a great bigot." The conversation which 
took place proved the truth of this state. 
ment. The missionary and his wife were 
presented to Miss Montefiore with the 
words: '`I have brought an Israelite, Mr. 
Cohen, and his wife to see you.-  After 
the ladies had talked for a while, Mr. 
Cohen, seeing a Bible upon a nearby 
table, remarked: "You read your Bible, 
I see." She assured him that it was her 
greatest comfort and Mr. Cohen turning 
to Isaiah 53, read it through, asking at 
the conclusion of the reading, for her 
opinion of the passage. She evaded him 
by asking for his opinion and he told her 
at once that he believed it to refer to the 
life and death of the Messiah, and that it 
was his conviction that this prophecy had 
been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Upon dis-
covery that Mr. Cohen was a Christian, 
Miss Montefiore became furiously angry 
and turning to the friend who had 
brought the missionary, she said: -I 
thought you told me they were Israelites." 
The friend answered, "So they are true 
Israelites.'' 	think," said Miss Monte- 
fibre, "It is most insulting to call on peo-
ple and try to convert them from the 
faith of their fathers. Why not let every 
one remain in the religion in which they 
were born? I must tell you I am a 
thorough Jewess. I was born a Jewess, 
and I have lived 83 years as a Jewess 
and hope I shall die a Jewess.-  She 
then continued by stating that she could 
not understand how Christians could have 
the God of Abraham and not keep the 
law which He gave to Moses. She also 
asked, 'If Christ has done away with the 
law of Moses, how can He be the Mes-
siah?" Upon this the missionary replied 
that Jesus did not come to destroy but 
to fulfill the law; that He revealed the 
true meaning of the law. When he told 
her that God had promised to make a 

new covenant with the Jew and to write 
His law in their hearts, Miss Montefiore 
demanded where this might be found. 
It was not in her Bible, she said. Mr. 
Cohen then showed her Jer. 31:31-33. 
She was greatly interested and a long 
conversation followed. By the time the 
missionaries left she was calm and pleas-
ant again, although she said: "I cannot 
understand how a Jew who believes in 
Jesus can still be an Israelite." This gave 
Mr. Cohen an opportunity to correct the 
erroneous idea which is held by so many 
Jews—that a Jew ceased to be a Jew 
when he becomes a Christian. He told 
her that the Lord Jesus was a Jew, and 
that His disciples and early followers were 
Jews and that it was not until the Jews 
refused to listen,. that the Gospel was 
preached to the Gentiles. This made an 
impression upon Miss Montefiore and she 
invited her new friends to call again. 
Soon after this another visit was made 
and repentance was the main topic of 
conversation. Miss Montefiore thought 
of repentance as repeated sorrow for sin 
and the missionary pointed out to her that 
this was not sufficient, that there must be 
a turning away from sin, and that "with-
out shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion." She was puzzled as to how sacri-
fice was to be made in the absence of 
priest and temple. "Surely," she said, 
"the Almighty will not require of us that 
which we cannot perform; He will merci-
fully accept our prayers, our fastings, our 
observance of the Sabbath and the read-
ing of the law as I do daily, as a sub-
stitute for performing the law." Mr. 
Cohen endeavored to show her that she 
was building on an insecure foundation. 
and she was thoroughly aroused and un-
settled concerning the whole matter. 

Gradually, her whole attitude changed, 
her antagonism towards the Lord Jesus 
melted away, and her eagerness to know 
the truth increased. She desired to see 
the truth in the Bible and finally secured 
and read the New Testament. At about 
this time an epidemic of cholera broke 
out in Marseilles and the missionaries left 
the city for a few weeks. Upon their 
return, they were eagerly received by Miss 
Montefiore. God had been doing His 
work in her heart and when Mrs. Cohen 
called upon her just before the Day of 
Atonement, she was ready to say that she 
realized more than ever, that fasting and 
prayer were not sufficient for the atone-
ment for sin. She said that she often 
repeated the words, "Lord, I believe, help 
Thou mine unbelief." Her attitude to-
wards Jesus had so changed by now that 
with clasped hands she told Mrs. Cohen; 
"I'll tell you what I say to the Anointed 
One ( Jesus, I mean), -If I have done or 
-said anything against Thee, Pardon, oh 
pardon me, for I did it in ignorance." 

Miss Montefiore had in England a niece 
who was a most earnest Christian. This 
niece had been constantly imploring her 

aunt to search her Bible had sent her lit-
erature and prayed for her aunt's sal-
vation. For a long time there had been 
no response, but one day after a year's 
silence on the part of the aunt the niece 
was overjoyed to receive a letter which 
testified to Miss Montefiore's faith in 
Jesus. She said: "I have read 'The 
Book and its Story,' the missionary's aid 
for converting the blind and the stupid. 
I read it with much interest and I pray 
ardently it may bring the whole world to 
believe as I now do, that Jesus Christ, 
God's only begotten Son, was ordained 
to be crucified to take away ,all our sins, 
and that by believing in Him we shall 
be saved . . . but oh, how plainly and 
typically the Bible shows the coming of 
Messiah. Pray keep very secret the words 
of this letter." 

She began to desire baptism and to 
talk about it. For some time a fear of 
man was uppermost and she felt that 
her baptism, must take place secretly. 

As her love fox Christ grew 
however her desire to confess Him also 
grew, and finally she was willing, even an-
xious that all her friends should know of 
the change which had taken place in her 
life. She openly confessed Christ as her 
Saviour in baptism on January 18, 1855. 
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