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BEATING THE CHICKENS 

A reader has asked us to answer the 
following question:— 

'Do you keep the holy commandment 
of beating the chickens on our most holy 
Yom Kippur?. (Day of Atonement). If 
you do not keep it, will you tell us in the 
paper why you do not keep it?" 

—Adolph Rosen. 
Answer. The strange custom of tak-

ing a rooster for a man and a hen for a 
woman, turning it three times around the 
head and saying, 'This fowl is my atone-
ment and substitute, it shall go to death 
and I to long life," etc. is not a holy com-
mandment. It is one of the many pecu-
liar traditions adopted by Jews from some 
unknown sources. There can be no other 
atonement for sin on Yom Kippur than 
the one God ordained, viz. the shedding 
of the blood of the sacrifice pointed out 
by God in Leviticus 16. In that chapter 
there is a complete description of the 
work of the high priest on that day. He 
had to take a goat, "lay both his hands 
upon the head of the live goat, and con-
fess over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Israel—putting them upon the 
head of the goat". Lev. 16: 21. Not a 
word is there to be found in the entire 
chapter about a hen or rooster. Further-
more, that goat upon which the high 
priest laid the sins of the people had to 
be sent away into the wilderness and its 
flesh could not be eaten by its offerers 
while the rooster or the hen which the 
Jews presumably offer up as a substitute 
are cooked and eaten to the great enjoy-
ment of the offerers. Thus you see that 
this custom is not a "holy commandment" 
as you call it but some strange invention 
which is entirely foreign to God's com-
mandments. God is sorely displeased 
when the people observe man's precepts 
and traditions. 	In Isa. 29: 13-14 God 
has recorded His terrible punishments for 
practicing man's invented traditions. Let 
us quote briefly part of that passage: 
"Wherefore. the Lord said, Forasmuch as 
this people draw near me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour me 
—and their fear toward me is taught by 
the precept of men, Therefore, behold, I 
will proceed to do a marvelous work and 
a wonder, for the wisdom of their wise 
men shall perish, and the understanding 
of their prudent men shall be hid." This 
shows what a great crime it 1,,1 in the 
estimation of God to follow blindly man's 
precepts.- Altho there have been some 
great rabbis, like Rabbi Jacob Emdin, 
who raised his voice against this peculiar 
observance, the Jews stubbornly refused 
.to forego their great pleasure of "beating 
the chickens" on the eve of the day of 
atonement. 

"\,Vc who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ dare not follow traditions and 
fables of men. Our faith is founded on 
the word of God and not of man. We 
have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ for 
our atonement, because God spoke to us 
thru the prophet Isaiah, chapter 53, say-
ing,—"And Jehovah hath laid upon Him 
the iniquity of us all." He is our sub-
stitute, but not a hen or a rooster. 

if the Jews would give themselves to 
the prayerful study of their own Bible 
they too would obtain Godly wisdom and 
dismiss to the limbo of forgotten errors 
such unscriptural and unreasonable tradi.-
tions. It is a tragi-comedy; The Jews 
are the people of the Book, yet they do 
not know its contents. They preserved it, 
carried it with them to all the four corners 
of the earth wherever God scattered them, 
but they have no knowledge of its doc-
trine, neither do they live according to 
its precepts, but according to some strange 
customs which are against the dictum of 
that Book. They have given the Book 
to all the world, but they themselves have 
not got it. Every generation, since the 
death and resurrection of Christ has pro-
duced many millions of people of non-
Jewish descent, who lived soberly, 
righteously and godly by faith in Christ 
whom they found to be the Son of God 
according to the Bible. President Coolidge 
in his address at the laying of the corner-
stone of the Jewish Community Center 
in Washington, exalted the Bible above 
all other books, science or any other 
knowledge. We will quote here only a 
`ew sentences from the President's re-
markable address which will bear out the 
above statement. In referring to - the 
colonial fathers and the problems toward 
unification they had to solve he said, "One 
of the factors which weighed heaviest on 
the side of unity was the Bible, the one 
work of literature that was common to 
all of them. The Scriptures were read 
:Aid studied everywhere. There are many 
testimonies that their teazhings became 
the most important intellectual and spirit-
ual force of unification. I remember to 
have read somewhere, I think in the writ-
ings of the historian Lecky, the observa-
tion that 'Hebraic mortar cemented the 
foundation of American democracy'. 
Lecky had in mind this very influence of 
the Bible in drawing together the feelings 
and sympathies of the widely scattered 
communities. All the way from New 
Hampshire to Georgia they found a com-
mon ground of faith and reliance in the 
scriptural writings . . . The extent to which 
they leaned upon the moral and ad-
ministrative system laid down by the 
Hebrew lawgivers was responsible for 
their conviction that the Hebrew language 
and literature ought to be made as 
familiar as possible to all the people. So 
it was that John Davenport arranged that, 

lae first publi: school in New Haven,  

the Hebrew language should be taught. 
The preachers of those days, saturated 'in 
the religious literature of the Hebrew 
prophets, were leaders, teachers, moral 
mentors and even political philosophers 
for their flocks. A people raised under 
such leadership, given to much study and 
contemplation of the Scriptures, inevitably 
became more -tamiliar with the great 
figures of Hebrew history—with Joshua, 
Samuel, Moses, Joseph, David, Solomon, 
Gideon, Elisha—than they were with the 
stories of their own ancestors as recorded 
in the pages of profane history." 

Then in closing the President said, 
-You are raising here a testimonial to the 
capacity of the Jewish people to do this. 
In the advancing years as those who come 
and go shall gaze upon this civic and 
social landmark may it be a constant re-
minder of the inspiring service that has 
been rendered to civilization by men and 
women of Jewish faith. May they recall 
the long array of those who have been 
eminent in statecraft, in science, in litera-
ture, in art, in the professions, in business, 
in finance, in philanthropy and in the 
Spiritual life of the world. May they 
pause long enough to contemplate that 
the patriots who laid the foundation of 
their Republic drew their faith from the 
Bible. May they give due credit to the 
people among whom the Holy Scriptures 
came into being. And, as they ponder 
the assertion that 'Hebraic mortar ce-
mented the foundations of American de-
mocracy' they cannot escape the conclu-
sion that if American democracy is to re-
main the greatest hope of humanity it 
must continue abundantly in the faith of 
the Bible." 

The last words of the President's 
address, "if American democracy is to re-
main the greatest hope of humanity it 
must continue abundantly in the faith of 
the Bible" assume the nature of a chal-
lenge; shall the Jews from whose Bible 
the patriots drew their faith and laid the 
foundation of this Republic, reject their 
own Bible and follow "the precepts of 
man-  ? Do you desire to have real de-
mocracy and live a peaceful and happy 
life, then you must have a Bible-religion. 
The holy Scriptures must be your daily 
guide and leading spirit. Thomas Riley 
Marshall, the late vice-president of the 
United States was continually studying the 
Holy Scriptures. The newspapers reported 
that "He died reading the Bible.-  Every 
true believer in Christ reads the Bible 
daily and feeds his soul upon the Word of 
God. Only our "wise" rabbis put a 
premium upon the study of their own 
Talmud and traditions and relegated the 
Holy Scriptures to the rear. They did 
so because they knew that a careful and 
prayerful reading of the Bible is bound 
to create faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the promised Messiah of God and the 
only Saviour from sin. 
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