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AN OPEN LETTER TO 
RABBI WISE 

Dear Rabbi Wise: 

Your "Jesus Was sermon was great. 
That is, as a piece of rhetoric. But as 
an effort at true theology, a real attempt 
to glorify God, we are afraid we can't 
say much for it. In our Mission we have 
ten-year-old children who can beat you 
all to pieces in deductive logic. 

Suppose that we stood on some street 
corner in New York City and began to 

to LL« passing throngs "President 
Coolidge is! You must accept him as 
president!" Or "Governor Smith is! Or 
"Mr. Walker is!" What do you suppose 
would happen to us? We imagine that 
we would be hurried to Bellevue for an 
examination as to our sanity. 

And yet that is practically what you' 
did at your Free Synagogue when you 
gave out your "Jesus Was" dictum the 
other day. It seems unbelievable, in this 
twent1eth century of civilization and en-
lightenment, that a rabbi should need to 
get up on a public platform to inform 
an audience of several thousand intelli-
gent and educated Jews that "Jesus was!" 
Either it reflects the ignorance of your 
audience, or it is a confession of some-
thing wrong with your own ways of think-
ing. You said, "I had been led to be-
lieve early in my life that Jesus was a 
myth and never existed." This, also, is 
a revelation. It goes a long way to ex-
plain why even the so called enlightened 
Jews of this country have refused to ac- 

_ cept Christ through all of these years that 
they have been enjoying American Chris-
tion liberty. 

But, Rabbi Wise, we started out to say 
that your sermon was illogical, and we 
want to prove it to you, believing as we 
do, that you will accept in all sincerity 
any light that can come to you no matter 
what may be the source. You said, 
"Jesus Was"; but you did not finish the 
sentence. Jesus was what? And you do 
not tell us. In other words, you have 
made a great deal of fuss out.of nothing, 
for you land nowhere. 

There was a day, some 1900 years ago, 
when the Lord Jesus Christ, the Jesus 
about whom you talked the other day, 
was hanging on the shameful cross on 
Calvary's hill; He hung there for your 
sins and for ours. It was growing dusk, 
and the body of the Lord Jesus Christ had 
endured all the agony of which a human 
body is capable, and finally He yielded 
up the ghost. And the nail of the Temple 
was rent in twain, and the earth did quake 
and the graves were opened and many 
bodies arose and went into the Holy City 
and appeared unto many. Over the 
whole earth there was darkness for the  

space of three hours. Now there stood 
by a centurion watching Jesus and when 
he saw the earthquake and all these things 
that were done this centurion (a Gentile, 
not a Jew), and the other Roman soldiers 
who stood watching with him cried out, 
"Truly this was the Son of God"! 

Now Rabbi Wise, please fill in the sen- 
tence, "Jesus was 	what?" 

One day there came to Him some men 
who wanted to take him and do him viol-
ence, but there was something about His 
holy person which made them impulsively 
fall back; and when the chief priests and 
pharisees demanded, "Why have you not 
brought him?" the officers answered, 
"Never man spake like this man!" 

And one day the Lord Jesus Christ 
asked His disciples, "Whom do men say 
that I, the Son of man, am?" You see, 
Rabbi Wise, the same question that is 
puzzling you today, puzzled the rabbis 
of the olden times, and they were all 
talking just as you do, about Jesus. And 
the disciples told Him, "Some say that 
thou art John the Baptist, some Elias, 
others Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.-
But Jesus asked them again, -Whom say 
YE that I am?" And to this searching 
question Peter answered, "Thou art 
Christ, the Son of the living God!" And 
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to that the Lord Jesus answered, "Bless-
ed art thou Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my father which is in heaven.- 

Now, Rabbi Wise, we ask you to be 
consistent; if Jesus was the great ethical 
teacher which you try to make Him out 
to have been, and if He was such a good 
man as you say He was, then you must 
believe that what He told you is the 
truth. If He told things that were not 
true, then your position that He was a 
great and good man becomes untenable. 

On the other hand, if He was a great 
man and a good man and if all that He 
said was therefore true, then Rabbi Wise, 
please he logical and please give to Him 
the honor and glory which belongs to 
Him, for He was none other than the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son 
of God, in whom the fulness of the God-
head dwelled bodily. The same facts 
which have brought you to the conclusion 
that "Jesus was" must also bring you to  

the conclusion that Jesus was the Son of 
God, and that in Jesus was God. 

No amount of argument will ever con-
vince you of this tremendous and revo-
lutionary fact; it will come to you only 
by revelation, and if you are sincerely 
seeking to know God's will, we ask of 
you, go into your room and shut the door, 
and open the New Testament and then 
ask God earnestly to show you whether 
or not that New Testament is true; and 
please do not leave the room until you 
have received from God the answer. This 
is the only way that you will ever find 
out the truth concerning these vitals which 
concern the destiny of our Jewish race. 
And we can assure you that no earnest 
soul ever went to God for true guidance 
who did not get it. Just forget for a m ::-
ment, that you are Rabbi Wise of the 
Free Synagogue, and forget to think of 
what the consequences may be, the loss of 
your position, intolerant and bigoted crit-
icism, resignation from the Palestine Fund, 
forget all these things, and seek only to do 
that which will please your God, and as 
sure as night follows day, God will re 
vealHis truth to you, and you will in-
deed be a happy man. 

Intolerance? Yes, you will have plenty 
of that, as you already have experienced 
as a result of the little bit which you did 
say; but remember that the Lord Jesus 
was crucified; and we can promise you 
you will not be crucified in New York 
City. Loss of position? Yes. But, the 
Lord Jesus Christ had not a place where 
to lay His head, and we are sure you 
will not be as badly off as that. 

But think of the honor and privilege 
that will be yours, that you will 
a servant, yes, even a bond servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as was Pat' 
greatest Christian hero that ever 
and when you meet Him on the other 
shore, you will receive from God a crown 
of righteousness and you will reign for-
ever with Him, who will soon come again 
and occupy the throne of His father 
David. 

Again we beg of you, dear Rabbi Wise, 
won't you please finish the sentence, 
"Jesus was 	 the 	only 	begot- 
ten 	 Son 	of 	God." 

Yours for the Truth, 

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 
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$100.00 REWARD 

to any Jew who will prove from 
the Bible that KADDISH, (pray-
er repeated in t, le Synagogue for 
dead parents) is binding upon 
children and slves the parents 
from hell. 
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