
THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

PESACH (PASSOVER) 

The Strangest Misnomer 

The Hebrew word Pesach which means 
"Passing or skipping over" has been wrongly 
applied to the Jewish Feast called in English 
Passover. The word Pesach is found first in 
Exod. 12:11 where it says "It is the Pesach 
to Jehovah." It refers there to the Lamb 
whcih God commanded that every family 
shall take one and kill it on that day, the 14th 
of the month Nisan, and sprinkle the blood 

. on the door posts for protection against the 
death angel. 

'eAnd the blood shall be to you for a 
token upon the houses where ye are: 
and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you;  and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite 
the land of Egypt.' Ex. 12:13. 

Then there is another commandment in 
connection with Pesach as we read in the 
15th verse: 

"Seven days shalt ye eat unleavened 
bread even the first day ye shall put 
away leaven out of your houses; for 
whosoever eateth leavened bread from 
the first day until the seventh day, that 
soul shall be cut off from Israel." 

• This feast is called, in Lev. 23:7, "The 
feast of unleavened bread." You can see 
now at once that ever since the temple was 
destroyed and the priesthood and the altar 
have been relegatec:1 into desuetude, the Jew-
ish people never had the privilege of sacri-
ficing the Passover Lamb. To bring a 
sacrifice outside of Jerusalem, the place which 
God chose, would be directly in opposition 
to God's commandment in Deut. 12:11. 
There is.  a specific commandment given in 
Deut. 16:5 which says: 

"Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover 
within any of thy gates, which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee." 

Yet the Jews have been calling this feast 
by the name Pesach against all reason, 
against the Holy Scriptures and against all 
sense of the phraseology. At best the Jews 
could observe only the feast of unleavened 
bread but they cannot perform Pesach. What 
fire is without heat, what a river is without 
water, what the sun is without light, so it is 
to call Passover when there is no lamb sac-
rifice. Is this not the strangest misnomer. 
Yet the Jews are boasting of their great 
rabbis, of highly educated Jews, literati and 
doctors. Not one of them sees the illogical 
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and unreasonable application of the word 
Pesach to this feast which has no lamb for 
a Passover sacrifice. Where is the wisdom 
and where is the knowledge? According to 
the Word of God the feast of the passover 
did not last even one whole day. The lamb 
had to be offered in the afternoon of the 
14th day of Nisan. "In the fourteenth day 
of the first month at even is the Lord's pass-
over." The Passover lamb had to be eaten 
up that night and there must not be left 
over any part of it until the morning. 

"And they shall eat the flesh in that 
night." (Ex. 12:8). Again we read in the 
tenth verse: "And ye shall let nothing of it 
remain until the morning." So short was the 
duration of the feast ,of the passover that it' 
practically lasted one night only. But the feast 
of unleavened bread lasted seven days there-
after. "And on the fifteenth day of the same 
month is the feast of unleavened bread unto 
the Lord: seven days ye must eat unleavened 
bread." Lev. 23:6. Thus we see plainly how 
unscriptural and therefore how wrong it is to 
call the feast of unleavened bread by the 
name of Pesach. 

What do we believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ say to it? What attitude do we lake 
toward this great feast of the passover? We 
believe that the Sacrificial Lamb of the Pass-
over was a forecast of the real Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world. 
There was one of the most righteous men 
that lived on the earth toward the end of the 
second Temple. His name was Jochanen. 

-When he saw this wonderful Saviour Jesus 
coming he suddenly exclaimed, "Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world." (John 1:29). This Lamb, the 
Lord Jesus our righteous Messiah, has been 
the antitype of that Passover lamb. The 
blood of the Passover lamb had to be 
sprinkled on the door post. Once applied 
there it saved the household from the evil 
one. So likewise have we applied the blood 
of the Lord Jesus our Messiah in a spiritual 
way, to our hearts; we are saved because 
"Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity 
of us all." (Isa. 53). In this light we also 
understand a few wonderful words of a wise 
and learned Jewish philosopher whose name 
was Saul of Tarsus. He said: "Christ our 
Passover is sacrificed for us." (1st Cor. 5:7). 
While we Jews who believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ celebrate the feast of unleavened 
bread by abstaining from leaven we do not 
expect any merit for that. It is merely a 
mtr,iiorial of pur national liberty, for so said 
()I'd Himself in giving that commandment: 

"Thou shalt eat no leavened bread 
with it; seven days shalt thou eat un-
leavened bread therefore, even the bread 
of affliction; for thou earnest forth out 
of the land of Egypt in haste: that thou 
mayest remember the day when thou 
earnest forth out of the land of Egypt 
all the days of thy life." 

But when we recollect what that Passover 
Lamb indicated we run to the antitype, the • 
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Lord Jesus Christ ,for salvation. There we 
find that in Him and thru Him our sins were 
forgiven. Thru His precious blood that was 
shed for us we have been reconciled to God 
In that we , find not only merit but justifica-
tion from God as God spoke thru Isaiah say-
ing, "with his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant (Messiah Jesus) justify many, for 
he shall bear their iniquities." (Isa. 53:11). 
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