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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN? 

e Jews are the most ignorant people 
concerning Christians. It is amazing 

to realize how few Jews there are who can 
really tell you what is a Christian. We have 
asked Jews this question over and over , 

! again; we have asked the question of Jew- 
ish rabbis, we have asked it of Jewish 
merchants, we have asked it of Jewish 

-1  teachers, and we have yet to receive from a 
single Jew a correct answer to the ques-
tion. In the face of this astounding fact 
it is ridiculous and pathetic to read in the 
Jewish papers many times discussions con-
cerning Christians and Christianity, be-
cause one needs to read only a few lines of 
such discussions to realize that the writer 
knows nothing of what he is talking. 

Now let us see if we cannot grasp a 
fundamental understanding of this ques-
tion so that never again shall a single reader 
of this paper be ignorant on this point. In 
the frst place, the Bible classifies the people 
of this earth into three great divisions ;-
1st, Jews; 2nd, Gentiles; and 3rd, Christ-
ians. You will find the classification clear-
ly outlined in the New Testament in 1st 
Corinthians 10:32, and you will 'find it also 
intimated many times in the Old Testament. 

1st. A Jew is a person who is horn into 
a Jewish family and this person is there-
fore Jewish not by choice, but by the 
inscrutable will of God. A Jew therefore 
is a member of a race just as a Chinaman 
is a member of a race; no matter what the 
Jew ever believes or does not believe, that 
makes no difference as regards his racial 
status—he is always a Jew, just as a China-
man is always a Chinaman racially, regard-
less of what his beliefs may be; fOr instance, 
we may have a Chinaman who believs in 
Confucius; another Chinaman may believe 
in Budha; another Chinaman may be a 
Mohammedan, and still another one may be 
a believer in Christ, or a Christian. Yet in 
every case he is always a Chinaman; noth-
ing that he can do will ever change the fact 
of his being a Chinaman. So likewise, a 
Jew is always a Jew and nothing that the 
Jews can ever do will change that fact. 

2nd. A Gentile is born a Gentile ; he may 
be a Chinese Gentile, he may be a French 
Gentile or a German Gentile, yet he is al-
ways a Gentile. He may be a Ge:itile who 
believes in Sun worship, or he may believe 
in some form of idol worship, yet no mat-
ter what he believes he is always a Gentile. 

3d. A Christian is a person who out of 
his own free will chooses to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Jewish Messiah, who 
came nearly two thousand years ago, to 
offer Himself up as a sacrifice for the sins 
of not only the Jewish nation but of the 
whole world, so that whosoever will believe 
upon Him should not perish but shall have 

It everlasting life. The word whosoever is 
universal, that is, it means anybody whether  

he be Jew or Gentile. Thus, any Jew who 
of his own free will chooses to believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as His sacrifice and 
His Saviour, that Jew still remains a Jew 
racially but has become a Christian Jcw, that 
is, he has professed faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and has become a Christ-follower or 
a Christian. The word Christ is simply the 
Greek name for the Hebrew word "Mes-
siah." Likewise any Gentile who will accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ on the same basis as 
the Jew must accept Him, becomes also a 
Christian, only he becomes a Gentile Christ-
ian. Thus we may have Chinese Gentile 
Christians, African Gentile Christians, 
American Gentile Christians, etc.;  etc. • - 

To be a:Christian requires a voluntary 
action on the part of one who wishes to 
be a Christian; nobody is born a Christian. 
This is absolutely impossible, for the very 
Word Christian has reference to a volitional 
act on the part of the person, which presup-
poses the ability to think for oneself, and 
personal responsibility. An infant has no 
responsibility and is not mentally competent, 
therefore an infant cannot be born a Christ-
ian. 

NoW what is a Christian? A Christian is 
anyone, Jew or Gentile, who believes in and 
follows the Lord Jesus Christ. In the words 
of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, as found 
in John 15 :41, "Ye. are my friends if ye do 
whatsoever I command you." The mere 
fact that a man calls himself a Christian 
does not at all prove that he is a Christian. 
The proof lies entirely in the actual test 
as to whether he does the things which 
Christ commanded him to do. For instance 
when we read of the terrible massacres of 
Jews in Russia and in Poland and we hear 
some of our rabbis tell us that these mas-
sacres are being done by Christians, we 
know that this is a falsehood and that our 
rabbis are telling us what is not true. For 
if these Russians and those Polish people 
were really Christians they could not pos-
sibly massacre Jews. The Lord Jesus 
Christ never told His followers to mas-
sacre Jews, on the contrary He taught His 
followers to show only love to others. If 
therefore a man claims to be a Christian 
and does the things which Christ forbade 
him to do, that is the surest sign that he is 
not a Christian but simply a false pretender 
and a hypocrite. 

NoW, when a Gentile and a Jew both 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ they be-
come new creatures in Christ and they be-
come members of the Church of Christ. 
The word Church means "called out," so 
that any Jew who will answer God's call 
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
any Gentile who will do likewise, belong 
to the number of Christians who are 
"called out" by God just as God called out 
the Jews in the land of Egypt to be His 
people. 

Reader, will you not ponder deeply on 
your soul's • salvation, and will you not 
decide to •be among those who are "called 
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out" and thus become a true child of God 
through the acceptance of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. as your sacrifice and as your atone-
ment ? Thus you will be doing exactly what 
God wants you 'to do; for once having ac-
cepted your Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
you will then go to the Gentiles and tell 
them of the good news; it was for this 
purpose that God called out our father 
Abraham and all us Jews, as it says in 
Isaiah 42:6; "I the .  Lord have called thee 
in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles." 

And the best part of it all, is that in this 
way, and in this way only, will we ever 
solve the Jewish problem; for, just as soon 
_as a Gentile begins to believe in our Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, just so soon will he 
stop killing Jews in Russia, in Poland, in 
Germany, in Hungary, and in all parts of 
the world ; because, as we explained above, 
a true Christian simply cannot hate Jews, 
for the love of Christ is shed abroad in his 
heart. Remember again, that the only so-
lution to our troubles, is the belief in our 
Messiah. 
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ANONYMOUS LETTERS r- 

We are receivin so many anon-
ymous letters from readers of The 
Shepherd of Israel tha. we are now 
obliged to announce that we will pay 
no attention to any such letters 
which contain requests that ques-
tions he answered in our columns. 

We are glad to answer all ques-
tions but if the person or persons 
asking the questions have not the A 
courtesy to send their names, or 
are afraid to do so, then we feel 
that we cannot recognize such in-
quiries as being honest or sincere. 
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