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A NEW YEAR—A NEW HEART 

ho does not know the Williamsburg 
/ Bridge That span of steel and con- 

crete which connects the teeming 
thousands of .the Jews of the East Side of 
New York with the slightly less teeming 
thousands of Jews in the Williamsburg 
Section of Brooklyn. What a story it 
could tell if only it could talk of the mil-
lions of footsteps that have crossed their 
way over its paths; of the heartaches, of 
the disappointments of life, of unrealized 
dreams, of bitter disillusionment; and 
then what a story it could tell of romance, 
of joy, of conquest. But if you really 
want to see the Williamsburg Bridge in 
its most interesting phase, go there on 
Rosh Hashonah, our Jewish New Year 
Day. You will behold a scene that will 
open your eyes in wonderment and pity ; 
for you will see there from 100,000 to 200,-
000 Jews wandering their way in what at 
first may appear to the uninitiated an 
aimless fashion ; but here comes a vener-
able Jew with his long white beard, face 
very solemn, and under his arm a package 
wrapped in newspapers. He finds a spot 
close to the railing of the bridge, slowly 
unwraps the package, and we see a Heb-
rew Prayer-book brought to view. In a 
few minutes he is reciting prayers and 
truly agonizing before God, asking God to 
forgive him his sins, and to grant him a 
successful and happy year. The tears 
flow down his cheeks unchecked, and he 
truly wrestles with God. In a few minu-
ties you will see him put his hand into 
his pocket, then draw out the pocket with 
its lining inside out and make a gesture 
as to throw the contents into the water 
beneath the bridge. By doing this he 
thinks that he is literally casting out his 
sins into the river and that he will have 
no more sins. He thinks he is thus ful-
filling the prophecy of Micah 7:19. But 
the poor Jew goes home after his annual 
visit to the Williamsburg Bridge and 
there comes to him the sense of a heavi-
ness like as of lead ; down in his heart he 
knows that his sins have not been for-
given ; he has prayed to a heaven of brass, 
and his prayers have gone no higher than 
the towers of the Bridge. And next day 
he goes back to his daily work ; and if you 
ask him whether he is sure that his sins 
are forgiven, he will answer you, "I don't 
know; I hope so." 

No Rabbi Knows 

For the truth is that there is not a Rab-
bi in America who can give to the Jew 
one single solitary verse of scripture to 
assure him that after he has gone thru his 
Rosh Hashonah ritual, he can really be 
• 

sure that his sins are forgiven. 
And so it goes year after year, and year 

after year we deceive ourselves and we 
carry on what we know in our hearts is 
only an empty ceremony devoid of all life 
and devoid of any life giving powers when 
actually at last we end our days in that 
frightful hour of death, the very thought 
of which makes a Few shudder, and in 
that terrible hour we often do as Rabbi 
Yochanan hen Zachai did on his death 
bed ; his disciples were gathered around 
him to give him comfort in his last hours 
and suddenly he turned his face to the 
wall and sobbed bitterly. The disciples 
greatly disturbed, asked him why he sob-
bed so ; and he replied, "I have reason to 
sob, for I see before me two roads, and I 
know not on which one I am going." 

And now once again we come to an-
other Jewish New Year and once again 
many thousands of Jews will trudge their. 
way with weary foot, to perform the same 
dead ritual, and once again they will go 
to their homes with sad hearts and with 
no assurance that their sins are forgiven. 

But to the thinking Jew, and there are 
many such ones today in this country, and 
their number is increasing steadily, we 
want to emphasize this fundamental 
fact ;—there can be no sins forgiven in the 
present day to any Jew or to any Gentile 
excepting through the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ who was crucified for our 
sins 1900 years ago at calvary. You can 
do all the reciting of prayers that you 
want, you can afflict your souls all that 
vou wish, you can give thousands of dol-
lars for charity, but dear friend, not one 
of these things will forgive vour sins. 
You will still be a sinner in the sight of 
God and you will have to answer. to Him 
in the day of judgement for your sins. 

How You Can Be Sure 

\\Then  the Lord Jesus was here upon 
the earth, He actually forgave people 
their sins and He could do that because 
He was God ,made manifest in the flesh. 
just one illustration will be of interest 
here, and we will quote from the record as 
it is given in Luke 5:18-26 	• 

"And, behold, men brought in a bed a man 
which was taken with a palsy; and they sought 
means to bring him in, and to lay him before 
him. And when they could not find by what 
way they might bring him in because of the 
multitude, they went upon the housetop, and 
let him down thru the tiling with his couch in-
to the midst before Jesus. And when he saw 
their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins 
are forgiven thee. And the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to reason, saying, who is this 
which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive 
sins, but God alone? But when Jesus percei-
ved their thoughts, he answering said unto 
them, Why reason ye in your hearts? Wheth-
er is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; 
or to say, Rise up and walk? But that ye 
may know that the Son of man hath power 
upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the 
sick of the palsy) I say unto thee, Arise, and  

take up thy couch, and go into thine house. 
And immediately he rose up hetore them, 
and took up that whereon he lay, and departed 
to his own house, glorifying God. And they 
were all amazed, and they glorified God, and 
were filled with fear, saying, We have seen 
strange things today." 
The pharisees knew very well that only 

God can forgive sins, and when the Lord 
Jesus Christ did this they suddenly 
realized in their hearts that He himself 
must be God. 

Now for the New Year, won't you as a 
thinking Jew honestly and earnestly come 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and thru Him 
receive for yourself forgiveness for your 
sins? He will give you a new heart and 
you will be a happy man and you will 
know without a _single shadow of doubt 
that your sins are forgiven and that God 
will count them against you no more. 

BETH SAR SHALOM 
TROOP AVENUE AND WALTON ST_ 

BROOKLYN. N. Y. 

Come to Our Meetings 
EVERY FRIDAY 	 8 P.M. 

EVERY SUNDAY 	 8 P.M. 

You are cordially invited to any of 
these, meetings. Come, bring your friends, 
we have a message to give you that is 
of the greatest importance to your soul's 
salvation. 

9C3MICSICS3PCNNWLIM.10/0000M-WOCSOC 

ANONYMOUS LETTERS 

We are receiving so many anon-
ymous letters from readers of The 
Shepherd of Israel that we are now 
obliged to announce that we will pay 
no attention to any such letters 
which contain requests that ques-
tions be answered in our columns. 

We are glad to answer all ques-
tions but if the person or persons 
asking the questions have not the 
courtesy to send their names, or 
are afraid to do so, then we feel 
that we cannot recognize such in-
quiries as being honest or sincere. 

•••••.•••••••••• 	 N'%:,•••••••••••••••• 
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