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Who Crucified Him ? 

For years the Jews have resented the 
charge that they were guilty of the 
crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ on 
Calvary's Cross 2000 years ago. There 
was a time when they were proud to 
shout "Crucify Him!" But in these 
modern days they have seemed to 
change their minds, and instead they 
vehemently deny any share in the great 
tragedy of history. 

It seems to us two important ques-
tions need to be answered before we 
can reach an intelligerit answer to the 
question, Who crucified the Lord Jesus 
Christ? They are: 

1st. Why was the Lord .Jesus cru-
cified? 

2nd. Why are the Jews now so 
anxious to wash their hands of any 
part in the crucifixion? 

1st. Why was the Lord Jesus Christ 
crucified? Was He a martyr to a hope-
less cause? Was He an inciter to riot? 

1, Did He plan to overthrow existing 
governments? Was He a murderer? 
No, to every , question! Why then was 
He crucified? We will let the Jewish 
rabbis give you the answer: 

."The Jews answered Him, saying, 
For a good work we stone thee not; 
but for blasphemy; and because that 
thou, being a man, makest thyself 
God." John 10:33. 

And the high priest answered and 
said unto him, I adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 
Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast 
said; nevertheless I say unto you, 
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Then the high priest rent 
his clothes, saying, He hath spoken 
blasphemy; what further need have 
we of witnesses? Behold, now ye 
have• heard this blasphemy. What 
think ye? They answered and said, 
He is guilty of death. Then did 
they spit in his face, and buffeted 
him; and others smote him with the 
palms of their hands. Matt. 26:63-67. 

He was condemned to death because I He claimed to be the only begotten 
Son of God!, In other words, God 
made manifest in the flesh. 

And of .course the Jews had abun-
dant proof of the truth of that won-
derful claim. First, there was His 
miraculous birth, born of a virgin. And 
they knew how the Wise Men came 
seeking Him Who was to be born King 
of the Jews. 	• 

Then, secondly, they saw Him when 
He was publicly baptized by John in 
the River Jordan. And their eyes 
must have bulged, when they saw the 
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove,  

descend upon His holy Head, and heard 
a voice from heaven, "This is My be-
loved Son; hear ye Him.!" 

Then, thirdly, they were witnesses 
of the miracles He performed before 
their eyes; He gave sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf ; he made the lame 
to walk ; and greatest wonder of all, 
the dead to live. "Lazarus, come forth" 
He commanded, and to the astounded 
eyes of those who beheld, Lazarus 
came forth. "Never man spake like 
this Man !" confessed the Rabbis. 

Then Why Was He Crucified ? 
If He were God, why did He allow 

Himself to be taken, brutally abused, 
and then shamefully crucified on the 
Cross? Hear what He Himself had 
to say: 

"Therefore cloth my Father love 
me, because I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it 
again. John 10:17,18. 

Why did He lay down His life of 
His own accord? And once more the 
answer is simple, so simple that any 
Jew who is at all versed in Bible know-
ledge can understand it. The Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself explained it by 
saying in Matt. 26:56: 

"But all this was done, that the 
scriptures of the prophets might be • 
fulfilled." 

What Scripture? Let us quote to 
you a few verses from Isaiah 53 just 
as an example of what God . has told 
us through our own prophets: 

"All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the Lord bath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all. He 
was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth." Isa. 53:6,7. 

Now you see the answer to the ques-
tion is not that the Jews crucified 
Christ, nor even that the Romans 
crucified Christ. The real answer to 
the question is, dear reader, that your 
sins and our sins, they crucified Christ; 
it was for your sins that He died be-
cause there was no other way by which 
God could accept an atonement for the 
sins of the world excepting through 
the sacrifice of His only begotten Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2nd. Why are the Jews today so 
anxious to deny all responsibility for 
the crucifixion? It is because they 
have come to realize that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was the best Man that 
ever lived; He was perfect, sinless, 
without a single flaw. Over and over  

again He would challenge the Jews to 
find in Him one sin, and over and over 
again they slunk away in cowardly 
retreat. 

For many years our Jewish leaders 
have been so foolish and so ignorant 
as to try to tell the Jews that there 
never was such a person as the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But we are now living 
in the twentieth century and in a 
country of enlightenment and educa-
tion. Therefore, no rabbi has the 
audacity to repeat the ignorant and 
stupid stories that were told to our 
grandfathers. And so the Jews in 
America know that the Lord Jesus 
Christ did really live and that He has 
changed the destinies of the world. 
That is why the Jews now do not want 
to be considered guilty of having cru-
cified a good man. But they are illog-
ical ; for if the Lord Jesus Christ was 
a good man, and a perfect man, as the 
Jews now must admit, then He must 
have told the truth when He said that 
He was the Son of God and that He 
has powers equal with God. And if 
He told the truth, then every Jew who 
is honest must believe Him to be the 
Son of God and must accept Him as 
the only one through whom their sins 
will be forgiven. If on the other hand 
He did not tell the truth when He 
said that He was the Son of God, then 
He could not have been a good man, 
nor a perfect man, and the only con-
clusion we can reach would be that 
He committed blasphemy against God; 
and if that be true; then why should 
the Jews today be ashamed of having 
crucified Him two thousand years ago? 
They ought to be proud of it! 

So, dear reader, which side of the 
question will you take? Will you ac-
cept Him for your Saviour now, or 
will you continue to do as your fore-
fathers did and call Him a blasphemer? 
May God grant that you shall see the 
light and see that in this greatest of 
all men that ever. lived, God gave to 
us His only begotten Son that if you 
will believe on Him you will never 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

BETH SAR SHALOM 
Throop Avenue and Walton St. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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