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IF YOU WILL, YOU CAN 

- Man is a free moral agent. God mde 
him so. When God put Adam and 'e in 
the Garden of Eden He gave them fill and 
absolute freedom in every phase of life, 
with one exception. That was that the; 
should refrain from eating from one kind 
of tree in the Garden. Thus at the very 
beginning of God's dealing with the human 
race, mankind was given by God.the powers 
of free-moral agency. By this we mean that 
it , was in the power of Adam and Eve to 
eat or not to eat of the fruit of the tree 
which God had prohibited. Theirs was the 
will to do or not to do. 

God has all power in His hands ; power 
over the universe, power over the stars; 
power over the sun, the moon, the planets, 
the angelic hosts, the laws of nature, the 
thunder, the lightning, the fire, the water—
all power. But there is one power which 
God has not; it is a power which He Him-
self has waived for the present history of 
Mankind. That power is the power of 
coercion over the human mind. 

In other words God says to the human 
race, "I have put you here in this earth, I 

• have given you a mind, a will, an intellect, 
a conscience, a knowledge of good and evil, 
and I have given you.  certain command-
ments to keep. Now go and do what you 
like, obey me, or disobey me, you are a 
free moral agent. But remember that when 
your little game is over and your little act 
upon the stage of life is finished, and you 
have bowed your way out of the earth on 
which you have lived, then you will have 
to settle with me, and I will hold you ac-
countable for the way in which you have 
exercised the greatest gift that I have been 
able to give you, the power of your will." 

Now apply all .  of these principles to the 
fact and personality of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was God made manifest in the 
flesh. On the day when He was baptized 
by John, the Spirit of God descended upon 
Him in the form of a dove, and the great 
multitudes who were standing around heard 
the voice of God just as clearly as you can 

.hear the voice of your neighbor talking to 
you, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." 

Ever since then we Jews have deliberately 
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refused to believe in this beloved Son of 
God, and we have given all sorts of, excuses 
for our unbelief. We have the familiar ex-
cuses of the would-be scholar, who proudly 
boasts that his "intellect" would not allow 
him to believe such stories. And we have 
the foolish utterances of so-called men of 
science who tell us that a miracle is impos-
sible, that the virgin birth of the Lord j esus 
Christ is impossible, that the resurrection 
of the body is impossible, and so on with-
out limit. And then we have hundreds of 
others who make different excuses. But 
these excuses after all are only excuses, 
and -- they are all so shallow and so super-
ficial as to be really pitiful. The truth is 
that the human race, and many of our Jew-
ish leaders today particularly, are guilty of 
the same sin of which Adam and Eve were 
guilty in the garden of Eden ; that is they 
deliberately willed not to believe, and not 
to obey God ! The Lord Jesus Christ 
touched the heart of this question when Be 
told those Jewish leaders in His day with 
biting and incisive insight into the shallow 
hypocrisy of their natures, that they were 
really whited sepulchers, and that they did 
not want to believe. Just listen to those 
frightful words of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as he opens up the festering sores of those 
Pharisees of His day and shows them how 
dishonest and insincere they are: 

"And ye will not come to me, that ,ye 
might have life: I receive not honour 
from men. But I know you, that ye have 
not the love of God in you. I am come 
in my Father's name, and ye receive me 
not: if another shall come in his own 
name, him ye will receive. How can ye 
believe, which receive honour one of an-
other, and seek not the honour that 
cometh from God only? Do not think 
that I will accuse you to the Father: there 
is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in 
whom ye trust. For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed me: for he 
wrote of me. But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words? 
If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself. Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of 
his own; for he is a liar, and the father 
of it. And because I tell you the truth, 
ye believe me not. Which of von con-. 
vinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, 
why do ye not believe me ?" John 5:40-47; 
7:17; 8:44, 45, 46. 

These are stinging words, clear reader ; 
and We are living in very solemn days when 
our Jewish people, and indeed all peoples, 
are facing a collapse of all religious re-
straint. Is it not time for every thinking 
man and woman to turn around and give 
honest and true consideration to these mat-
ters which concern your soul's eternal fu-
ture? 

Do you really want to believe? YOu can 
if von want to ! Don't let the devil who 
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fooled our first parents in the Garden of 
Eden, fool you! Your only salvation and 
your only hope for eternity lies in your be-
coming a believer and a follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. There is no other way 
that has ever been revealed by God; if there 
were we would gladly tell you about it. 

Will you believe? We are here to help 
you in any way we can; write us, freely 

.and frankly, and we will send you any liter-
ature you may want; we will answer your 
letter in full courtesy and of course all cor-
respondence that comes to us from our 
many readers, is always treated with the 
strictest confidence. 

BETH SAR SHALOM 
Throop Avenue and Walton St. 

Brooklm, N. Y. 

COME TO OUR MEETINGS 

Every Friday   	8 P. M. 

Every Sunday   	8 P. M. 

Every Monday 	 8 P. M. 

You are cordially invited to any of 
these.meetings. Come, bring your friends, 
we have a message to give you that is 
of the greatest importance to your soul's 
salvafion. 
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ANONYMOUS LETTERS 

We are receiving so many anon-
ysnous letters from readers of The 
Shepherd of Israel that we are now 
obliged to announce that we will pay 
SO attention to any such letters 
which contain requests that ques-
tions be answered in our columns 

We are glad to answer all ques-
tions but if the person or persons 
asking the questions have not the 
courtesy to send their names, or 
are afraid to do so, then we feel 
that we cannot recognize such in-
quiries as being honest or sincere. 
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