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A RABBI WHO DIDN'T KNOW 

There was once.  a great rabbi among 
the Jews whose name was Nicodemus. 
He was a Pharisee, and the Pharisees 
were very upright men, very careful in 
observing all of the minutest details of 
the teachings of Moses, highly moral; 
and in every way they tried to be beyond 
possible criticism. 

But this Jewish rabbi, a ruler among 
the Jews, in spite of all of his upright 
life, felt something lacking; there was 
a hunger in his heart which all of his 
religious observances failed to satisfy. 
Evidently there came to him, as there 
has come to many, an earnest and honest 
Jewish soul, the realization that after all 
something was not right, and that there 
was some sort of a barrier between him-
self and between God. 

A Visit By Night 

. So this Rabbi, Nicodemus, came to see 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to unburden his 
heart's troubles to Him. He came at 
night; we suppose that some of the Jews 
of that day were just as foolish as some 
of the Jews are today, that is, they hated 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and they also 
hated any one of their own Jews who 
would even he seen in the company of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. So indeed it has 
happened right here in our own Mission ; 
many a Jew has crept into our Mission 
hall stealthily at night, only to be dis-
covered by someone and then next day 
his Jewish neighbors would make life a 
hell for him. 

The Lord Jesus Christ knew who Nico-
demus was as soon as He saw him. We 
would oxpect that, of course, because the 
Lord Jesus Christ was God, and being 
God He must know all things. 

Now the Lord Jesus Christ knew that 
Nicodemus was a rabbi, a ruler, a man 
of high moral character, a leader, an ex-
ample to the people. And yet the first 
thing that the Lord Jesus Christ told 
Nicodemus was "Ye must be born again." 

Can a Man Be BOm Again? 

Just listen to this beautiful story as it 
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is given to us in the Gospel of John :— 

"There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
The same came to Jesus by night, avid 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God; for no 
man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him. Jesus 
answered and said unto .him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, 
How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter the second time into • 
his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus 
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not .tell whence it cometh, and whither 

• it goeth: so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit. Nicodemus answered and 
said unto him, How can these things be? 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things?" . 	John 3:1-10. 

And now here we come to the real 
heart of the difficulty between many of 
the Jews of this country and ourselves. 
We have no quarrel with all of the .good 
deeds which the American Jews accom-
plish in all of their charities and benev-
olences ; we have no quarrel with all of 
the boastings that many of these Jews 
make concerning their good deeds and 
their upright life, but we have only one 
thing to say, "Ye must be born again." 

This is the difference betWeen the or-
dinary Jew and that Jew whO is a believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

. 
Many Have Been Born Again 

The believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
has been born again and has received 
from God the gift of Eternal Life; this 
Eternal •Life cannot be gained by all of 
the good works you can do; it is truly 
and only a gift from God, a gift that 
comes only because God gave 	only 
begotten Son to die for our sins ; your 
part in that transaction is to believe God ; 
God's part is to accept your belief and 
give you Eternal Life.. You will find this 
contract clearly written in the Gospel of 
John 3 :16 

"For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever belieNseth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 

After you have accepted this gift of 
God; all things become new to you, and 
you will no longer boast of your morality 
and of your benevolences and charity and 
other good deeds; you will only boast of 
the fact that you are a child of God born 
again thru the blood of the Loi-d Jesus 
Christ. 

Will you grasp this gift of God ? Thou-
sands before you have done this and have 
found true happiness. Many Jews gladly 
gave tip their lives in martyrdom rather 
than give up the joy and assurance that 
they had in knowing that they were God's 
children and were possessors of Eternal 
Life. They took Stephen one day, a Jew 
who had become a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and stoned him. But 
Stephen never was moved ; instead he 
looked up steadfastly into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
on the right hand of God, and said "Be-
hold I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man standing on the right hand 
of God." And as they stoned Stephen he 
called out to God and said "Lord Jesus 
receive my spirit." 

This is the happiness and the confidence 
that can be yours any time that you want 
it, if you will accept the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ at its face value and 
really put its claims 'to the test. 

BETH SAR SHALOM 

Throop Avenue and Walton St. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

ANONYMOUS LETTERS 

We are receiving so many anon-
ymous letters from readers of The 
Shepherd of Israel that we are 
now obliged to announce that we 
will pay no attention to any such 
letters which contain requests 
that .7,uestions be answered in our 
columns. 

We are ghd to answer all ques-
tions but if tilt.. person or persons 
asking the qn,stioz,s have not the 
courtesy to send their names, or 
are afraid to do so, then we feel 
that we cannot recognize such in-
quiries as being honest or sincere. 

40 Cents WORTH FOR 25 Cents 
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