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"YOUR HOUSE IS LEFT 
DESOLATE" 

A desolate house! Did you ever have 
the experience of seeing the mother of a 
home go away for a few weeks? Do you 
remember, how empty the house suddenly 
became? The children seemed lost, and 
knew not what to do. Such food as you 
could get together somehow seemed to 
lose its taste; you wandered thru the 
house aimlessly, trying to sit -down in 
some room for a little reading or a lit-
tle rest, but soon you were up again and 
moving about the house; until at last 
you left the house and went for a walk 
just to relieve your mind of the strange 
feeling of loneliness. 

Have you ever buried a loved one? Do 
you remember coming back from the 
cemetery and entering the house, only 
to realize that the loved one would never 
again set foot in that house? Are there 
any words in the English language that 
can describe the poignancy and grief and 
anguish? 

That is what it means to have a des-
olate house, and only those that have 

P been thru such a bitter experience know 
its full significance. 

.• Nations Are Like Individuals 

Nations too. have houses, and nations 
too take good care not to have their 
houses desolate. Great Britain will fight 

-1-o her last battleship and to her last man 
r before she will surrender to the sorrow 

of a desolate house. And so. will France 
I  and Germany and every other nation on 

the face of the earth. 
And likewise our Jewish nation. Once 

we had a house; it .was beautiful, stu-
pendous in its magnificence. And God 
dwelt in that house. That is what made 
it so magnificent. We had a Temple 
once, one of the most magnificent pieces 

' of architecture the world ever saw.; we 
had a priesthood, a I< ingdom, an army, 

lnrid flo‘...,iiyT with milk and honey; and 
we were the envy of the Nations of the 
earth. 

But that house is gone. It was given 
•• to us originally by God ; but only under 
.certain conditions. Just read the wonder-
ful pmmise God made to us, if only we 
would obey Him. 

"If ye walk in my statutes, and keen 
my commandments, and do them; Then I 
will give you rain in due season, and the 
land shall yield her increase, and the treem 
of the field shall yield their fruit . . . And 
I will give peace in the land, and ye shalt 
lie down, and none shall make you 
afraid... And ye shall chase your enemies, 
and they. shall fall before you by the 
sword. And five of you shall chase an 
hundred, and an hundred of you shall put 
ten thousand to flight; and your enemies 
shall fall before you by the sword." 

• See Leviticus 26:3-12. 

And then God sent prophets to us and 
we stoned them, and' we thought that we 
knew more than they did. Until at last 
God sent to us His only begotten Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, saying, "They will 
reverence my son". But instead of that 
we said, "Come let us kill him" and we 
turned our back on Him who was the 
only hope of our salvation and happiness, 
and we shouted, "Crucify Him, crucify 
Him"! 

Then what happened? Some time be-
fore the awful crucifixion, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, knowing that He would be 
crucified, and knowing that He would be 
rejected by our people, stood one day in 
the streets of Jerusalem and with break-
ing heart wept loudly. over the city, and 
in the agony of His heart He cried out 

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say 
unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth. 
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord." 

Matt. 23:37, 38, 39. 

The awful curse of the 38th verse is 
"Your house is left unto you desolate"; 
and a short while after the Lord Jesus 
Christ pronounced this heartrending 
prophecy, our forefathers took Him and 
had Him crucified. Not long after that 
God sent Titus, a Roman warrior, who 
destroyed the city of Jerusalem, and 
scattered our people to the ends of the 
earth. 

We now have no home. For 1900 years 
we have been wanderers on the face of 
the earth. We try to fool ourselves by 
saying that America is our home, bout 
every Jew down in his heart knows that 
there is a longing to go back to our real 
home, the only home God ever gave us. 
Blit we cannot go back—"your house is 
left unto you desolate". 

We have no army and we have no 
navy. The time was when a lone Gideon 
with thee hundred men could smash into 
a thousand fragments the countless hosts 
of the Midianites, and put to flight thou-
sands upon thousands of Amalekites. 
nut Cod was there; today three hundred 
Jews would be afraid of one little street 
loafer in one of our streets in New Yoik 
—"Your house is left unto yoli desolate". 

We have no wealth. There are a few 
rich•Jews, but those few are insignificant 
in comparison to the millions of poor 
Jews wandering about the streets of the 
world, not knowing where their next 
piece of bread is coming from. The time 
was when we had plenty of money, great 
prosperity, and we lived in a land flow-
ing with milk and honey. A hungry  

stomach was unknown in those day, but 
today our Jewish children know what 
hunger is—"Your house is left unto you 
desolate!" 

Homeless, friendless, desolate. That is 
the sad situation of our Jewish people 
today. We had pinned great hopes on 
the Palestine movement, but even that-
has now begun to show signs of a near-
collapse. Is there no hope for us? Hear 
the condition laid down by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

"Ye shall not see me henceforth until 
ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh 

• in the name of the LOrd." 

In other words the absence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ from our house has produced 
for us unhappiness and desolation, just 
as truly as the sudden removal from the 
home of a loved one will produce in that 
home loneliness and desolation. 

We need the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
Him is our only hope ; and when the time 
shall come that we Jews are willing to 
bow down to Him and cry to Him with 
great joy, "Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord", we shall be no 
longer desolate, but we shall be a people 
in whom the Lord shall take delight; we 
shall be in that day the city of the Lord, 
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. God 
tells us that we shall be a crown of glory 
and a royal diadem in His hand. This 
will come to us only when we are ready 
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Messiah. This is the root of all our 
troubles and those who would tell us 
that there are other cures than the cure 
of the Lord Jesus Christ are only deceiv-
ing and misleading us. Will you not 
yourself just try this cure, and see 
whether God will not put into your heart 
such a happiness and such a contentment 
as you never knew before? 

BETH SAR SHALOM 

Throop Avenue and Walton St. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

40 Cents WORTH FOR 25 Cents 

Send us 25c. in 'coin or Stamps 
and we wil mail you a 40c New 
Testament in Hebrew. Yiddish or 
English. Should our supply be 
gone, however, we reserve the 
right to return your money. 
Address: The Shepherd of Israel, 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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