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SHILOH 

"The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people 
be."—Genesis 49:10 R. V. 

The occasion which called forth these 
words was one of solemnity and import-
ance. Jacob was about to die, and in 
keeping with the Patriarchal custom call-
ed for his. sons that he might bless them 
and declare to them "what shall befall 
you in the last days." That his words 
were an important prophesy is seen in the 
accuracy with which he predicted the 
later history of the descendants of his 
twelve sons. Beginning with Reuben, his 
first-born, and continuing with Simeon 
and Levi,. he tells them that because of 
their lives they are not to be permitted 
to head the tribe from which shall come 
the promised blessing, the Messiah. Then, 
coming to Judah, Jacob. promises him the 
preeminence among his bretheren, and 
utters the words quoted at the beginning 
of this article. 

That the key-word of this quotation is 
"Shiloh," can be readily seen because 
the words before it and after it all hinge 
upon it. There are several interpreta-
tions of this passage, and we shall try to 
see which is correct, and just what is 
meant by "Shiloh." 

One interpretation given by some, is 
that it means merely the city of Shiloh, 
located in the central part of Palestine, 
a little north and east of Jerusalem. They 
assert that these words mean merely, 
that the people will be gathered to the 
city of Shiloh. That this is not the true 
meaning of the text may he seen from 
the words themselves. In the Hebrew, 
all cities are in the feminine gender, and 
therefore the text should read "to her," 
whereas it reads "to him." Since the 
pronoun is masculine it cannot refer to 
the city of Shiloh, nor can the text mean 
merely that the people shall be gathered 
to that city. 

Others, ignoring the Massoretic vowel 
points and the • traditional reading. and 
interpretation, say that the text means, 
"until Judal-  shall come to the city of 
Shiloh, and to him (Judah) shall the 
gathering of the people be." There are 
two serious objections to this interpreta-
tion. The first has been already stated, 
viz., the ignoring of the Massoretic points 
and traditional understanding of the text. 
The second is, that this interpretation is 
contrary to the facts of history. Jacob 
predicted Judah's preeminence saying, 
"thy fathers' children shall bow down 
before thee." But when the children of 
Israel did finally come to the city of 
Shiloh, and even for many years aftet- 

ward, Judah held no important place. In 
fact, during the entire period of the 
Judges, Judah remained inconspicuous, 
and is not even mentioned in Deborah's 
Song of Victory. Even Israel's first king, 
Saul was of the tribe of Benjamin. It 
was not until the official acceptance of 
David by the rebellious tribes that the 
prediction, "thy father's children shall 
bow down before thee," was fulfilled; 
and the scepter was finally in the grasp 
of Judah. But there was no connection 
between this event and the coming of 
Israel to Shiloh, for they no longer so-
journed at Shiloh, but had already pro-
gressed far in the conquest of the Prom-
ised Land. Also the text speaks of the 
departure of the scepter in connection 
with "Shiloh." Therefore this interpre-
tation is also inadmissible. 

There is another interpretation of the 
word "Shiloh" and that is, that "Shiloh" 
is a name of a person, the Messiah. Most 
of the earlier Rabbis and interpreters, 
whose writings have come down to us, 
admit that this prophecy must refer to 
the Messiah. Later, however, when the 
Christians began to use it as an argu-
ment in favor of the Messiahship of 
Jesus, the Rabbis were driven to other 
interpretations, as they were not willing 
to accept the Christian view and all its 
implications. The Christian view is, that 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in Him 
alone, is to be found the fulfillment of 
this, and of all other prophecies of the 
Old Testament, concerning the Messiah 
of Israel. 

The text says, "The scepter shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet until Shiloh come. . . ." 
The word here translated "scepter," is 
"Shevet" in the Hebrew, and means not 
only a "rod" or "scepter," but also means 
"tribe." Therefore it might just as well 
have been translated : 

"The tribe shall not depart from Judah 
. . . . until Shiloh come. . ." 

It is certainly true that today no Jew 
can tell whether he comes from the tribe 
of Judah or not. Yet the T'nach (Old 
Testament) very plainly teaches that the 
Messiah must come from the tribe of 
Judah. But there is no way of proving 
anyone's descent from Judah today, as 
all the tribal records were lost in the de-
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans 
under Titus in 70 A. D. This is in exact 
accord, however, with the words of the 
text ; there could be no obliteration of 
the Tribal lines until Messiah should 
come for, "the tribe shall not depart 
from Judah. . . .until Shiloh come. . . ." 
Thus we see the fulfillment of Jacob's 
prophecy in the history of the Jewish 
nation. Although the Ten Tribes never 
returned as a group from captivity, yet  

the Two Tribes, ( Judah and Benjamin) 
did return after the Babylonian Captivity, 
preserving the Royal line of David and 
the Tribal line of Judah right down to 
the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
Bethlehem ; which blessed fulfillment of 
the prophecies of the Word of God we 
commemorate yearly at Christmas. Then 
after his coming, as there was no further 
need of keeping the line of Judah distinct, 
God permitted all evidence to disappear 
within a very few years after the resur-
rection of our Lord. According to the 
words of this prophecy, the Messiah must 
have come before 70 A. D., and He 
did come, the first time to suffer and die 
for sinners ; and will also come again, a 
second time, to reign in glory. 

Not only do we have these facts, but 
God has told us further how we may 
recognize the Messiah. The text says: 

". . .and unto Him shall the gathering 
of the people be." 

His Messiahship is not to be tested by 
Israel's willingness to accept Him; for 
the word used is " 'Ammim," and means 
"peoples." Israel has followed many 
false Messiahs, but rejected the only true 
Messiah, who came in fulfillment of the 
promises of God in the Old Testament. 
And so history has in this matter, also, 
shown the fulfillment of Jacob's proph-
ecy. The Messiah, whom the Jews as a 
nation despised and rejected has today 
a following among all the "peoples" of 
the world. Go where you will you will 
find on every one of the six continents, • 
and among every race (even from among 
the Jews !), men and women, boys and 
girls who have become followers of the 
Lord Jefms Christ, just as the text says, 

. . .unto Him shall the gathering of 
the 'peoples' be." 

Will you cease your rejection of Him, 
your own Jewish Messiah, who was 
"wounded for our transgressions and 
bruised for our inquities," and accept 
Him today? Believe on Him, and .come 
unto Him, "of whom Moses in the Law 
and all the prophets did write ;" Jesus, 
the Messiah, the Saviour. 

F. W. HABERER 
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