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WHY DO YOU PROSELYTE? 

The Jewish Rabbis are excited. "Why 
do you proselyte?" they shout at us from 
their synagogue platforms, in the various 
Jewish publications, and in every public 
gathering place where opportunity offers. 
"We must put an end to this terrible prac-
tice of Jewish soul-stealing!" they cry in 
unison. And they fail to realize that every 
time they utter these hysterical laments 
of despair, they are committing two fatal 
errors. First, they are insulting the intel-
ligence of every Jew in America, because 
they assume that he has not enough brains 

- to decide for himself what is true and 
what is false. And secondly, their com-
plaint is a naive confession that they them-
selves have failed to hold the Jew in the 
synagogue. 

But why do we proselyte? Our first 
answer to the Jewish critic who asks us 
such a question is often this: Why don't 
you proselyte? It's a free country." It is 
a strange perversity of nature we witness 
when our Jewish Rabbis, who know full 
well what hells of torture and humiliation 
we suffered in Europe, and how happy we 
were to be allowed to enter America, the 
land of freedom, suddenly presuming to 
become self-appointed Czars over our 
lives! Liberty of speech, freedom of the 
press, the right of worship God as our 
conscience dictates, the privilege of propa-
gating our faith and our beliefs—these are 
the sacred possessions of every American 
citizen, guaranteed to us inviolate by the 
Constitution of the United States—a Con-
stitution for which the early fathers gave 
their blood. But here comes Mr. Rabbi 
and says to us. "You shall not proselyte" ! 
Such a rabbi has sadly missed a true un-
derstanding of American liberty, and he 
ought to go back to Russia to learn all 
over again the lessons of intolerance and 
bigotry. 

But why don't you proselyte, Mr. 
Rabbi? W,',en God established Israel as 
a nation, His persistent command was, 
"Proselyte! Proselyte!" To make God's 
Name known to the Gentiles—that was 
why God called out the Jews. In the five 
books of Moses you will find' that God 
told the Jews exactly how to make 
proselytes, and it was God's desire that 
the Jews should go all over the world 
and make proselytes out of the Gentiles. 
Have you done this, Mr. Rabbi? How 
many Gentiles were converted in your 
synagogue last year? Come now, let's be 
honest—did you ever try to win one sin-
gle Gentile to become a Jew? Why not? 
It's a free country, and if you should un-
dertake an aggressive campaign to con-
vert Gentiles to become Jews, you will 
never hear a word of criticism or attack 
on the part of II single Christian, for the  

Christian understands better than you do, 
what Freedom of Speech means. So why 
not start right now a program of prose-
lyting Gentiles? It is your duty, if you 
are a true Jew, and it is your right if you 
are an American. 

But you know very well why you 
don't proselyte. It is because you have 
no message! A poor sin-sick Jew comes 
to your synagogue seeking a bit of spir-
itual comfort, and the assurance of aim 
forgiven; but all he gets is a lecture on 
some Broadway theatre play, or a har-
rangue on politics. And he goes out sad-
der - than ever, and the burden of sin 
greater than ever. And when he is on 
his death-bed, how his soul hungers for 
some word of assurance that he is on his 
way to a better land! But all he gets is 
"I don't know!" And the synagogues are 
empty, and the Rabbis blame us! 

And that is why we proselyte. We 
have a legal right to do so—the Con-
stitution guarantees us that. Remember 
this, the next time you hear someone at-
tack the missionary; we have exactly the 
same right to buy and build a Mission 
building as you have to buy and build 
a synagogue. We have a legal right to 
be exactly where we are, and to do exactly 
what we are doing. 

And then, we have a moral right to 
proselyte. In the realm of Ethics, Truth 
is the prime consideration, and he who 
brings to us new truth is to be received 
with open arms and is to be honored and 
loved. And any one, be he an Einstein 
or a Paul, who has a new truth to offer, is 
entitled in common decency to a hearing, 
and to an examination of the new prin-
ciples he has to present. No Rabbi is big 
enough to denounce in ipse dixit style, the 
Jewish missionary; this is Czarism gone 
mad. Every .lew is entitled to have the 
Truth placed before his own conscience, 
and to reject or accept that Truth, so that 
his act shall be his own responsibility. 
Don't keep your religion in the Rabbi's 
name—it won't help you one bit on that 
last day when you must give an account 
to the Judge of all men. 

And, finally, we have a spiritual right 
to proselyte. We are servants of the Lord 
Jesus. Christ and His command to us is 
that we preach the Gospel to every 
creature. And the true followers of the 
Load Jesus Christ are doing their best to 
obey His command. So they are sending 
missionairies all over the world to every 
creature to tell every one of the Gospel of 
Christ. And as the Jew is also on-! of 
God's creatures, the true follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ must bring to the few 
also the message of salvation through faith 
in His blood poured out at Calvary. We 
do not ask or need the permission of any 
Jewish Rabbi in the world, to do thi;. and 
it is an impertinence for any Rabbi to say  

to the Christian, "We don't want you to 
convert us; go and convert your own 
Christians first." The time has not yet 
come when the follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ needs the advice, or is ready to 
take instructions, from any Rabbi, no 
matter how smart, or how high-sounding 
the Rabbi is. The Christian takes his or-
ders from one Person only — the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

And don't be so simple minded as to • 
believe the deliberate misrepresentations 
of the Rabbi. "There never has been a 
single Jew converted," he shouts. But he 
knows that is not true; we suspect he is 
only whistling to keep up his courage! 
The truth is, there are today thousands 
of Jews who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They are to be found in Churches 
all over the world. Let the Rabbi come 
to our meetings some evening and we will 
show him a hall with Jews who believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Don't be an 
Ostrich. Open your eyes and open your 
mind, and let God shine some truth into 
your heart. 

And then we have a message. It is a 
message of hope and joy and peace. To 
every Jew we say, "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.-
And the Jew who accepts this message, 
and believes, becomes at once a new 
man: he has the sure hope of everlasting 
life. the joy of sins forgiven, and the peace 
of God which passeth all understanding. 

Will you try it? Do you want to 
hear more? We will freely send you .all 
the literature you need, and will gladly 
answer your questions. 

BETH SAR SHALOM 

Throop Avenue and Walton St. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

ANONYMOUS LETTERS 

We are receiving so many anon-
ymous letters from readers of The 
Shepherd of Israel that we are 
now obliged to announce that we 
will pay no attention to any such 
letters which contain requests 
that questions be answered in our 
columns. 

We are glad to answer all ques-
tions but if the person or persons 
asking the questions have not the 
courtesy to send their names, or 
are afraid to do so, then we feel 
that we cannot recognize such in-
quiries as being honest or sincere. 

Published Monthly, except bimonthly during August and September, by the Williamsburg Mission to the Jews, 27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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