
A POLITICIAN WHO HAD 
NO PULL 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king 
of Syria, was a great man with his master, 
and honourable, because by hint the Lord had 
given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a 
mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 
And the Syrians had gone out by companies, 
and had brought away captive out of the land 
of Israel a little maid; and she waited on 
Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mis-
tress, Would God my lord were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria; for he would 
v.:over him of his leprosy. And one went in, 
and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus 
said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 
And the king of Syria said, GO to, go, and I 
will send a letter unto the king of Israel. 
And he departed, and took with him ten 
talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of 
gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, 
Now when this letter is come unto thee, be-
hold, I have therewith sent Naaman my ser-
vant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of 
his leprosy. And it came to pass, when the 
king of Israel had read the letter, that he 
rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill 
and to make alive, that this man doth send 
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? 
Wherefore consider I pray you, and see how 
he seeketh a quarrel against me. And it was 
so, when Elisha the man of God had heard 
that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, 
that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore 
hast thou rent thy clothes? Let him come 
now to me, and he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his 
horses and with his chariot, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha 
sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and 
wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall 
come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 
But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and 
said, Behold, •I thought, He will surely come 
out to me, and stand, and call on the name of 
the Lord his God, and strike his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper. Are not 
AbanaJ and Pharpar, rives of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? may I not 
wash in them, and be clean? So he turned 
and went away in a rage. And his servants 
came near, and spake unto him, and said, 
My father, if the prophet had hid thee do 
some great thing, wouldest thou not have 
clone it? how much rather, when he saith to 
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thee, Wash and be clean? Then went he down 
and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, 
according to the saying of the man of God: 
and his flesh came again like unto the flesh 
of a little child, and he was clean. II Kings 
5:1-14 

You see, dear readers, that money does not 
count with God. All the money in the world 
can not buy your way into heaven. Naaman 
thought it could, and Naaman was a great 
politician; he was captain of all the armies of 
Syria. But, as big as he was and as important 
as he was, and as wealthy as- he was, he had 
one terrible thing the matter with him—he was 
that most loathsome of all human beings, A 
LEPER! 

And even the King of Syria himself sent 
Naaman down to our Jewish prophet Elisha, 
and sent with him what would be today many 
thousands of. dollars thinking in his foolishness 
that this would buy favor with God! But the 
prophet of God did not even so much as come 
out to see him. Instead he sent word to him 
by a messenger, and told him to go and wash 
himself in a mud stream known as the river 
Jordan. And this, to a man who was captain 
of all the armies of Syria! 

And it was not until Naaman, the great 
politician, was willing' to humble himself and 
do what the prophet told him, that he became 
cured of his leprosy. 

And likewise you, dear reader, you may be 
busy, from morning until night being the pres-
ident of a hospital, and the chairman of a 
committee for helping the poor, and the sec-
retary of a benevolent society, and you may be 
at the head of all the charities in America, 
but if you are unwilling to obey God, you may 
remain in the same sad plight that Naaman 
was in, for your soul will be saturated with the 
loathsome leprosy called by God with the ugly 
name 	SIN. 

There is only one way by which God has 
revealed to us that we are to be rid of our 
sins: 

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they 
said, Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house." Acts 
16:30, 31. 

The other day a great Jewish philanthropist 
died. The newspapers were 'full of the ac-
counts of the many millons of dollars which 
he gave away during his life time to all kinds 
of Jewish charities. This man was great as the 
world counts greatness; he had money, he was 
a captain of industry, he was honorable; but, in 
God's sight this man's soul was shot through 
and through with leprosy; he was a sinner. 
Every man that is born in the world is a sinner. 
And unless this particular Jewish philanthro-
pist, and indeed every other human being, 
whether Jew or Gentile, was willing to humble 
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himself, and with all his greatness and all his 
money, he was willing to do as God had told 
him to do, bow down to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and believe on Him as Saviour, and accept' for 
himself the atonement, the sacrifice, which the 
Lord Jesus Christ made on the Cross, through 
th shedding of His own blood, this Jewish 
philanthropist, and everyone else, must remain 
a leper, and he is lost. No amount of money 
that we give away will ever buy us a place in 
heaven. How fOolish for anyone to think .  for 
a moment that he can buy God! He owns 
all the world, He owns all the silver and gold, 
indeed He made the world; why should he 
need your money? What God does need, and 
what he hungers for, is your heart! He is 
looking for men and women who will obey 
Him, which to Him is worth more than 
all of your wealth and all of your charities and 
hospitals. Nothiny that your child can do for 
you will mean as much to you as his true 
affection. and his true obedience to you. And 
so it is with God, He wants your obedience 
and your love. And He is waiting for this 
world of ours to turn to Him and accept the 
sacrifice made by His only begotten Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom alone there 
is forgiveness for our sins. Will you, dear 
reader, take this step today? Will you not 
have as much common sense as Naaman of old 
had and humble yourself, and believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and be saved? 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Readers are invited to send questions for this 
Column. Your question should he signed, 
but in no case will your name be made public; 
it will be kept in confidence, as evidence of 
your good faith. 

Question No. 15 Why are the Jews today 
without a king? 

Answer. This question opens up a most 
interesting field of discussion, but we have 
only space to give a few suggestive thoughts 
by way of answer. The immediate answer to 
the question is that our forefathers sinned 
wickedly, and God foretold them that if they 
disobeyed Him, He would drive them out of 
the land. Just read in Leviticus 26 the terrible 
punishments that God warned us would come; 
we quote here just one or two verses: 

I will bring the land into desolation; and 
your enemies which dwell therein shall be 
astonished at it. And I will scatter you 
among the heathen, and will draw out a 
sword after you: and your land shall be des-
olate, and your cities waste. And upon them 
that are lett alive of you I will send .a 
faintness into their hearts in the lands of 
their enemies; and the sound :of a shaken leaf 
shall chase them; and they shall flee. as 
fleeing from a sword; and they shall fall 
when none pursueth." Lev. 26, 32, 33, 36. 

For many centuries God sent us prophet 
after prophet, and these prophets our fore-
fathers misused; some they killed brutally. 
Finally God sent His only begotton Son, the 

• Lord Jesus Christ, and, shocking as it is, our 

forefathers rejected this last effort which God 
made to bring them back. One day the crowd 
of Jews in Jerusalem, egged on by the rabbis, 
the priests, the Scribes, joined in the frightful 
shout, "Away with Him! Away with Him !" 

Sometime before this terrible event happened, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, already knowing that 
our forefathers hated him, had pronounced 
upon them this frightful punishment: 

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not! Behold, your house is left unto you 
desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not 
see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 
Matt. 23:37, 38, 39. 

It was a sad day for our people when thev 
rejected their king, the Lord Jesus Christ; but 
there awaits us a wonderfully glad day when-
ever we as a nation are ready to turn to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and with a shout of welcome, 
cry out, "Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord !" 
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