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RABBI ALARMED AT THE 

FAILURE OF JEWISH RELIGION 

Many of the Jewish leaders have 
looked upon the American Jewish youth 
departing from the Jewish religion with 
some kind of sorrow. They have tried 
different ways of interesting the youth 

• in the synagogue. They went so far as 
to advocate the introduction of worldly 
amusements in the synagogue. But even 
that has failed them. Now Rabbi Land-
man proposed a new' idea while address-
ing the members of the Men's Club at 
the 8th Avenue Temple of Brooklyn. 
He thought that the adult Jews are to 
blame for the deplorable religious con- 
dition of the youth. 	He said in part, 
"how many times have scoffers brought 
up questions that you find impossible to 
answer correctly and logically". 	The 
Rabbi thought that if the adult Jews 
could be educated to answer philosophic 
and ethical questions that the youth is 
apt to propound, then the problem will 
be solved. He said further that the re-
ligion must be bolstered by a background 
of religious education that will enable 
Jews to explain their beliefs on rational 
grounds. He therefore urged the adults 
to attend the Academy for adult Jewish 
Education run under the auspices of the 
8th Avenue Temple. He exclaimed then, 
"Gird yourselves with an armor of log-
ical reasoning power that will protect 
you against those who differ with your 
belief". 

This Is A Very Old Problem 

Ever since the Jews entered the prom-
ised land, there have been ups and downs 
in their religion. One has only to read 
the book of Judges to find how frequently 
the Jewish people deviated from God's 
Word and established a religion of their 
own. They had, according to their mind, 
a strong 'background and they used good 
logic, but they displeased God because 
they forsook His Word which is the only 
background and true logic for abiding in 
the true faith of God. 	Saul, when he 
spared Agag, used strong logic in his 
argument with Samuel, yet God told him 
through the prophet saying— "for thou 
hast rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord hath rejected thee from being 
king over Israel." 	1st Samuel 15 :26. 
And so doWn through the checkered his-
tory of Israel we find about one thousand 
years later, that the patience of God with 
Israel was almost exhausted and He says, 
"Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and with their lips do 
honour me, but have removed their heart 
far from me, and their tear toward me is 
taught by the precept of men: Therefore, 
behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous 
work 'among this people, even a marvel- 

lous work and a wonder: for the wisdom 
of their wise men shall perish." Isaiah 
29:13.14. 

A Personal Experience 

The writer has gone through all those 
religious vicissitudes Lin Judaism. He saw 
that there was no hope for a religion 
which is based upon opinions and pre-
cepts of man. He had for some time a 
hard spiritual struggle in his own heart, 
but he turned to God 'in prayer and God 
in His mercy started. in to lead the writer 
into such wonderful ways as to see and 
come :to the light. 	Therefore he now 
presents to you for the edivication of 
every Jew who will put his foundation 
upon the Word of God, the following:- 

My Text 

Please turn to 1st Peter 3 :15, and find 
my text, "And be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you for 
a reason of the hope that is in you." 

It is important to know why anybody 
became a Christian, but more especially 
one who formerly was not only not a 
Christian, but a rabbi in a Jewish com-
munion, as it was in my case. It is indeed 
a grave question why I am a Christian. 
Why have I, once so set against Christians 
because of the grevious wrongs 'to our 
people by so-called Christian nations, 
now cast my lot with the Christians? 
Why do I, once so much removed as I 
was by all the differences of race, his-
tory and religious doctrine from this 
great Christian body, now advocate their 
dogmas? Why have I, once in the habit 
of stopping my ears at the mere mention 
of the name Jesus, now accepted Him 'as 
the true Messiah, as my personal Saviour 
and my Lord, whom, I have learned to 
love, worship and adore? 

Thank God, faith in Jesus the Messiah 
is not a blind belief, but the most reason-
able one. It is not a tribal or national 
religion, for the real Christian is such 
not because his parents happened to be 
Christians, who inserted their opinion 
into the mind of their child, but because 
he chose that faith, which, having invest-
igated and found 'that while it assures of 
things not seen, it is based upon reason. 
Nov, if anyone of all mankind has a rea-
son for beincr

b
a Christian, I, who am a 

Jew, must have reasons more peculiar 
than those of all peoples non-Jewish. 
There is not a fundamental principle 
underlying the salvation of Christ hut is 
taught in my Jewish Old Testament. In 
that imperishable, ever-sacred and my 
God-given book, in that wonderful book 
which is my inalienable heritage I find 
myself condemned as a sinner before God 
whose, holy laws I transgressed. It also 
teaches me of the necessity of vicarious 
atonement. "It is the blood that maketh 
atonement for the soul." Mark you, the 
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blood, and not giving of alms, fasting, 
praying or observing 'the Golden. Rule, 
can make atonement. To show the blood's' 
satisfaction for sin, 'the offerer put his 
hands upon the victim's head, which rep-
resented the actual transfer of sin to the 
victim. Likewise on the day of atone-
ment, 'the high priest 'transferred the sins 
of the people to the scapegoat which was 
then sent to the wilderness bearing upon 
its head the sins of the people. However, 
on account of insufficiency, these animal 
sacrifices, pre-figuring 'the real atonement 
by the Messiah, had to cease. Thus, later 
on, came Isaiah, the great Jewish prophet, 
proclaiming: "And Jehovah hath laid 
upon Him the iniquity of us all." 
"Through His stripes we are healed." 
"If, thou wilt make His soul a sin offer- • 
ing" etc. Here is the suffering Christ, 
my Jewish Messiah. Here was the Jewish.  
prophet foretelling me that since the 
animal sacrifice ceased, I, as an honest . 
Jew, am shut up to accept Him, the 
Messiah, for my sin offering! 

Do you ask me, how do I know that 
it refers to Jesus? Well, I can identify 
Him most positively. 	Many centuries 
before the advent of Jesus, the God of 
my fathers foretold that the Messiah 
must be God and man together - 'born of 
a virgin in Bethlehem, at a certain time, 
that He should do wonderful works, be 
poor, meek, suffering, be lifted up - cru-
cified - be mocked, and scorned at, 
poured out like water, all the bones be 
out. of joint, yet not one of His bones 
broken, must have vinegar 'and gall 
offered Him, His garment must be cast 
lots for, His side, His hands and feet 
must be pierced, should die with male-
factors, and be buried in the grave of 
the rich, that He should rise from the-, 
dead and ascend into heaven. These, and 
many other particulars, having taken 
place with Him, identify Him and con-
firm my belief in Him beyond any ques- 
tion or doubt. 	These are the reasons 
why I, being a Jew, true to the God of 
Israel, true to the lawgiver Moses, true 
to my Jewish prophets, I must believe 
in Jesus, the promised Messiah, my Sav-
iour and Redeemer. 
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