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HAS THE JEW A FUTURE ? 
By Rev. Daniel Finestone. 

Some time ago, the Toronto Globe, one 
of Canada's leading newspapers; discussed 
the above subject in an editorial. We 
wish that every J ew in America could 
have read it, for not many know that there 
are in Canada and the United States 
multitudes of Bible-loving Christians who 
breathe toward the Jewish people a spirit 
of love and sympathy. Many of these 
Christians daily "pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem", since they regard the Jews 
as God's chosen people who have a great 
destiny yet to fulfill in bringing blessing 
to the whole world. 

The gist of the newspaper editorial re- • 
garding the future of the Jew is summed 
up in the sentence which reads :—"Men 
have seen the sin of Israel and the re-
sulting calamity; men shall yet see the 
restoration and righteousness of Israel 
and the resulting blessing not only to this 
people but to all mankind." 

What is "the sin of Israel and the re-
sulting calamity" of which the writer 
speaks. The sin of Israel is the rejection 
of her Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
the resulting calamity refers to her sad 
condition ever since. Is it not very sig-
nificant that the beginning of the long 
night of Jewish misfortune and suffering 
dates from the time, nearly 2000 years ago, 
when the leaders of the Jews cried against 
the Lord Jesus Christ, "Away with Him" 
and handed Him over to the Romans to 
be crucified? (John 19:15). This is the 
sin of Israel which has hung over the 
nation ever since 'like a dark cloud, 
threatening her peace and safety. Our 
Jewish leaders today try in vain to avoid 
this conclusion. But they cannot give 
any other adequate explanation for the 
banishment of God's people from their 
land these long centuries, nor the reason 
for their persecutions at the hands of the 
Gentiles, the most intense, prolonged and 
widespread any nation ever had to under-
go. 

if the ancient Israelites were exiled 
from the Holy Land for 70 years of the 
Babylonian Captivity as the punishment 
for the sin of idolatry, then the sin for 
which Israel has now been exiled for 
nearly 1900 years, must be greater even 
then idolatry. Idolatry is a terrible sin 
against God, but the rejection of His Holy 
Messiah was a much greater sin and 
merited severer punishment. Such heavy 
affliction would never have come upon our 
nation unless it were richly deserved. The 
Word of God clearly shows us that the 
sufferings of Israel are linked with the 
rejection and death of her Messiah. Thus 
the prophet Daniel tells us that: 

"The Messiah shall be cut off and shall 
have nothing: and the people of the prince 
that shall come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall 
be with flood and even unto the end shall 
he war; desolations are determined." Dan. 
9:26. 

Our blessed Messiah the Lord Jesus 
Christ while He was on earth confirmed 
this predicted punishment of Israel, when 
as He wept over the city He said : 

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not. Behold your house is 
left unto you desolate." Matthew 23:37-38. 

..,He also foretold the destruction of the 
city of Jerusalem as the punishment Of 
that great sin of rejecting Him, in the 
words : 

"For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about 
thee, and compass thee round, and keep 
thee in on every side, and shall lay thee 
even with the ground, and thy children 
within thee; and shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another; because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation." 
Luke 19:43-44. 

A few years later in fulfilment of this 
prophecy, the greatest calamity in all 
Jewish history befell the nation, for Titus 
with his Roman legions utterly destroyed 
Jerusalem, burned the sacred Temple, 
massacred the inhabitants and scattered 
our nation. From that day to this, Jewish 
history has been a heartrending record of 
banishments, massacres, inquisitions, po-
groms and persecutions. One shudders at 
the greatness of the sin against God which 
brought down upon the Jewish nation, 
God's.  chosen people, so 'awful a divine 
judgement. All these woes which have 
come upon Israel are to be traced solely 
to this sin of rejecting her Messiah. This 
is .the resulting calamity from the sin of 
Israel to which the newspaper writer 
refers. No other explanation fits the 
facts. 

But what of the future ? Let the reader 
make no mistake. No mere human efforts 
can turn the rising tide of Anti-Semitism 
which continues to assail our people in 
ever increasing strength. A brighter day 
will dawn for the Jewish people only, 
when having conic to a full realization of 
the grossness of their sin in rejecting their 
Messiah; they make humble confession to 
God. Before blessing could come upon 
Joseph's brethren, they had to acknowl-
edge the great wrong they had committed 
against their brother. So it will be with 
our Jewish people. Before any divine 
blessing can ever come upon them, they 
too must acknowledge the wrong they 
have committed against their 'Brother 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The prophet 
Isaiah foretells the tearful words of 
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Israel's future confession, "All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
everyone to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid upon Him the iniquity • of us 
all" (Isaiah 53:20). Then the Jewish. 
people will underStand that God has made 
the death of the Messiah to be the sacrifice 
for their .sin.* Like Joseph's brethren, they 
meant it for evil . .. but God meant it 
unto good (Genesis 50:20). In that day, 
repentant Israel, blessed of God, restored 
to her land, governed by her Messiah-
King, the Lor Jesus Christ, will bring 
the God-given blessing of righteousness,' 
peace and prosperity to all mankind,. so 
that men of every nation will turn to 
Jews saying, "We wi 
we have heard that 
(Zechariah 8:23). 
Joseph's brethren wa 
Joseph, so the future prosperity of the 
Jews is bound up with their Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

No Jew is secure who rejects God's 
Messiah and Savior the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is the reason David, in speaking of 
the Messiah, that illustrious descendant 
of his, solemnly warned us saying, "Kiss 
the Son lest He 'be angry and ye• perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled 
but a little. Blessed are all they that put 
their trust in Him." (Psalm 2 :12) The 
one who puts his trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is repaid a thousand-fold both in 
this life and in the life  to come. 
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