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WHO STARTED IT ANYWAY? 

The old proverb is that people who live 
in glass houses should not throw stones. 
It is quite probable that we Jews are the 
loudest in our shrieks and wails when the 
least sign of ill feeling against us ap-
pears. "Persecution, persecution", these 
are the words shouted by our Jewish 
rabbis in all parts of the world, and we 
are fed every day upon the husks of self-
pity and self-martyrdom. 

But there is an important question 
which every honest Jew ought to ask 
himself before he ever again raises the 
hue and cry of "persecution." That ques-
tion is, "Who started persecution any-
way ?" 

Who started persecution? First of all 
let us read the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ when He spoke to our forefathers 
2000 years ago in Jerusalem :- 

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the 'prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee". 	Matt. 23:37. 

Who do you suppose killed our prophet 
Jeremiah? The answer is not very flatter- 
ing to us Jews as a nation, for it was the 
Jews at Tahpanhes who actually stoned 
this man of God until he died in agony. 

And then you know we had a great 
prophet whose name was Isaiah, and con- 
cerning .him it has been handed down to 
us that he was of royal blood. But what 
did our forefathers do with this prophet 
of God? They placed him inside the hol-
low trunk of a tree and then sawed his 
body in half together with the trunk of 
the tree! 

Another great prophet which God sent 
to us was Zechariah, and this Zechariah 
had a wonderful love and tenderness for 
our nation. Did our people appreciate 
this? No, they actually took a spear and 
pierced Zechariah so that he too died in 
agony. 

Now let us take a jump from some of 
these Old Testament prophets into what 
our forefathers did during the last 2000 
years, known as the Christian era. There 
were twelve Jews who were believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the beginnino-
of the history of the Christian Church': 
and these Jews were known as Apostles. 
They were just ordinary Jews, taken from 
every walk of life, every one of whom 
loved his Jewish nation. But they were 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
because of that fact, sad as it may seem 
to-day, a fury and a wrath were kindled 
against them in the hearts of our Jewish 
forefathers, and they received from our 
Jewish fathers only 'hatred, only con-
tempt, only cruel persecution. Every one 
of these twelve men died a violent death. 
There was one Jew, not a part of these 
original twelve Apostles, whose name was 
Stephen, and the Holy record concerning  

this Jew, a young man who became a 
devout believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
tells.us a frightful story. Just read it for 
yourself :- 

"When they heard these things, they were 
cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
with their teeth. But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of God. 
and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the - Son of man standing on the right 
hand of God. Then they cried out with 
a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and 
ran upon him with one accord, And cast 
him out of the city, and stoned him: and 
the witnesses laid down their clothes at a 
young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 
And they stoned Stephen, calling upon 
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my -
spirit. And he kneeled down, Lad cried 
with a loud voice. Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep." Acts 7:54-60. 

Who do you suppose were guilty of 
such a frightful cruelty as this?- The an-
swer is, our Jewish forefathers! And 
here are some more records of how a few 
others of these early twelve Jewish 
Apostles met their death. St. Matthew 
was murdered with a sword in Ethiopia; 
St. Mark was dragged to death at the 
heels of a wild •horse in Alexandria ; St. 
Peter was crucified with his head down-
ward at Rome ; St. James was beheaded 
at Jerusalem ; St. Bartholomew was 
skinned alive ; St. Jude was shot to death 
with arrows. 

And so on the story could go, but we 
think we have said enough. All that re-
mains now is to take a look at some of 
our Jewish leaders in the present day and 
hour. Who hates a Jewish Christian the 
most? His own Jewish .friends, his own 
Jewish family, his own Jewish neighbors, 
his own Jewish rabbi! 

Do you wonder then, that some of the 
Gentile nations have turned around and 
persecuted the Jews? May it not be that 
they learned this trick from our own 
Jewish forefathers and from our . own 
Jewish leaders of today? The Lord Jesus 
Christ said when He was here in the body 
on earth, "All they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword". Matt. 26: 
52. This is a law that is just as true as 
any rule in mathematics ; and no matter 
'how smart we Jews are, we cannot evade 
this law, nor dodge its consequences. If 
you show hatred to others, others will 
show hatred to you. If you show love, 
others will love you. 

Why do you hate your fellow Jewish 
brother who has become a believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Why do you not love 
him,. and if you think that he is wrong, 
why do you not reason with him in kind-
ness and in true love? It might just be 
that if you do this, God will be so pleased 
with this exhibition of true love on your 
part, that He will cause His light to shine 
upon you, so. that you too shall see the 
wonderful truth of salvation for your soul  

through the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Messiah and our Saviour, and thus into 
your soul will come happiness and joy 
forevermore. Why shut up your heart 
and your mind so that the truth of God's 
marvelous love for you cannot penetrate? 
Why will you not open your heart to 
God and let God speak to you? Juwill 
be a glad day for you when you do. 
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COME TO OUR MEETINGS 

EN,  ERY FRIDAY 	 8 P. M. 

EVERY MONDAY 	 8 P. M. 

You are cordially invited to any of 
these meetings. Come, bring your friends, 
we have a message to give you that is 
of the greatest importance to your soul's 
salvation. 

OUR TRACTS : 

1. The Voice Crieth. 
2. What is FIis Name? 
3. Cain and Abel. 
4. Beho'd a Virgin. 
5. To both Houses of Israel. 
6."The Argument. 
7. The Trinity. 
8. The Logic. 

Write us for any of "these tracts, telling 
fully about the Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. If you have any questions to ask, 
come to see us at your convenience. The 
Mission office is open daily for this pur-
pose between 10 and 12 A. M. 

40 CTS. WORTH FOR 25 CTS. 

Send us 25c. in coin or Stamps and 
we wiil mail you a 40c New Testa-
ment in Hebrew, Yiddish or English. 

Address! 
-"CE E SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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