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WHO CRUCIFIED CHRIST? 
By Daniel Finestone 

After nearly two thousand years the 
question, "Who crucified Christ " is still 
being asked. Justly or unjustly Christ-
endom has charged the Jewish nation 
with the responsibility for the death of 
Jesus Christ. The enemies of the Jewish 
people, especially in countries where the 
Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic re-
ligions are dominant, have often made 
His death an excuse for bitter insults and 
cruel attacks upon them. Thus one of 
the leading Jewish papers of Germany 
writes "His" (Christ's) 'loath, especially, 
was made the means of inciting hatred 
and strife against us". So it is not sur-
prising that this is a subject often avoided 
among Jewish people. Our only desire 
in discussing such a vexed question as 
this is to throw light on it so that our 
jev.- ish readers may know the facts. 

THE ACTUAL FACTS 

From the historical accounts found in 
the Gospels of the New Testament, we 
learn the details of the life and death of 
Christ. 	Every Jew should he familiar 
with this important history. Today even 
Rabbis are teaching the New Testament 
to classes of Jews, and Christ has been 
acclaimed by Jewish thinkers as, "The 
Great Teacher of Mankind". Max 
Nordau, famous criminologist and Zionist 
has said of Him, "Jesus is Soul of our 
Soul, Flesh of our Flesh. 	Who then 
could think.  of excluding Him from the 
people of .  Israel? 	He honors our race, 
and we claim Him, as we claim the 
Gospels, flowers of Jewish literature"..„ 
And Dr. Graetz the Jewish historian has • 
written, "High minded earnestness and 
spotless purity were His undeniable at-
tributes". It is no wonder that His un-
timely death has been called "the tragedy 
of the ages". Upon whom then must the 
guilt for this crime rest? Some hold the 
Romans to be the perpetrators of this 
deed, others accuse the Jews, and still 
others see His death as at the hand of 
God. Space permits only a brief discus-
sion of these three views. 

ROMAN GUILT 

First let us consider the part the 
Romans played in His death. We learn 
from the records that Pontius Pilate the 
Roman Governor of Judea, passed Him 
the sentence of death and Roman soldiers 
were the executioners. Must we not then 
hold the Romans responsible? Only 
partly, for Pilate was coerced by the 
Jewish leaders into this gross miscarriage 
of justice. They charged Him with trea-
son against Caesar in that He claimed. 
so  they asserted, to be the King of the 
Jews, and for this they demanded His 
death. But to this charge He replied, 

"My kingdom is not of this world: 
if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight." 

(John 18:36). 

But although Pilate found Him innocent 
of this charge, yet for political reasons he 
weakly acceded to their demands for His 
death and tried to shift back the respon-
sibility for it upon the accusers of Christ : 
for we read, 

"When Pilate saw that he could pre-
vail nothing but rather that a tumult 
was made, he took water and washed 
his hands before the multitude, say-
ing, 1 ant innocent of the blood of 
this just person, see ye to it". 

(Matthew 27:24). 

But Pilate does not thereby clear himself 
of guilt. As to the Roman soldiers, no 
thinking person would hold them respon-
sible for they were merely doing their 
duty as the agents of the law in carrying 
out the sentence of death. 

JEWISH RESPONSIBILITY 

Secondly, what is the responsibility of 
the Jewish nation in this unjust execu-
tion? We read, 

"And the chief priests and the scribes 
sought how they might put Hint to 
death; for they feared the people." 

(Luke 22:2). 

The Sanhedrin, which was composed of 
the chief priests, scribes and elders of the 
people, hatched the plot to put Christ out 
of the way. His teaching was undermin-
ing their prestige and threatening their 
power, for they saw that the masses were 
turning from them to follow Him. His 
death to them became a political neces-
sity. Blinded by prejudice to His true 
character they regarded Him as• a mere 
man who yet claimed to be the Messiah. 

These Jewish rulers, aided by the 
treachery of Judas the false disciple, and 
by coercing the Roman Governor, secured 
Christ's speedy execution. It should be 
evident to all, that while, on the one hand 
the Jewish people as a whole were blame-
less, on the other hand it is equally true 
that their leaders were criminally guilty. 
Yet the stigma for this crime has been 
laid upon the entire nation. One cannot 
but feel that it has been a sad injustice 
to have charged a whole nation with the 
iniquity of a few, even though the fe 
were the ruling body of the people. 

But the question which has pe 
many Jewish people is this 
truly is the Messiah of Israel, 
He permit Himself to suffer deat 
hands of His enemies? To this we eplv 
that Messiah's death was long foretold 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, which Christ 
by His death fulfilled. 

BUT WHAT ABOUT GOD? 

Let us then consider the view that His 
death was at the hand of God. The prop- 
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het Isaiah, centuries before the coming 
of Christ, foresaw the death of the Mes-
siah and wrote, 

"Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise 
Him; He hath put Him to grief : 
when 'l'hou shalt make His soul an 
offering for sin, He shall see His 
seed, Inc shall prolong His days and 
the pleasure of the LORD shall 
prosper in His hand. 

(Isaiah 53:10) 
Few Jewish people have understood that 
the Messiah must die as an offering for 
sin, and thus become the last great Sac-
rifice, bringing salvation to all mankind. 
All the animal sacrifices of olden times 
definitely pointed to this which God did 
when He gave His Messiah to (lie as a 
Sacrifice. Apart from this interpretation.  
the sacrifices in the ancient Jewish ritual 
bepine empty and meaningless. They 
were all based upon the truth that "it is 
the blood that maketh atonement for your 
souls". (Leviticus 17:11). The death of 
Christ, which fulfilled all those sacrifices 
swept them away into the discard and 
they have ever since been discontinued. 
Now, anyone, . whether Jew or Gentile, 
who believing God's Word, accepts 
faith the death of the Messiah the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as his or her.. offering for 
sin, receives forgiveness by Virtue of His 
shed blood. 

YOUR PART 

No human act alone, whether of the 
Romans or of the Jews, could have robbed 
Jesus Christ of His life had not God 

mself given Him into the hands of man 
e put to death, and then raised Hint 

again on the third day. (John 19: 
hat the human agents in His death 

not commit the unpardonable sin is 
eon in the fact that many of the very 
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