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TWO MESSIAHS? 

By Rev. Daniel Finestone. 

The hope of the coming of the Messiah 
is still cherished in many Jewish hearts 
today, even though the first promise of 
His coming was given nearly 6000 years 
ago (see Genesis 3 :15). 

The Hebrew prophets who foretell 
Messiah's coming, seem to describe two 
Messiahs rather than only one. For 

i.  example, the prophet Isaiah .speaks of 
Him as the "Servant of Jehovah" who 

1 suffers death at the hands of His enemies, 
k for he writes :— 

"He is led as a lamb to the slaughter 
and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb so he openeth not his 
mouth". (Isaiah 53-7). 

On the Other hand David portrays Him 
[ as the everlasting King of Israel, sub-

duing His enemies and reigning over all 
the earth, for he writes :— 

"He shall have dominion from sea 
to sea, and from the River unto the 
ends of the earth....Yea, all kings 
shall fall down before Him, all nations 
shall serve Him". (Psalm 72:8, 11). 

So the question arises, how can the 
Messiah be both .a "Lamb led to the 

- slaughter" and also the "King of Kings"? 
How can He suffer death and at the same 
time reign forever? 

In ancient times the rabbis tried to 
overcome this apparent contradiction, by 
suggesting that two Messiahs would come 
and not just one as was generally believed. 
The first Messiah they gave the name 
"Ben Joseph", for He was to be the 
suffering Servant of Jehovah, "led as a 
lamb to the slaughter" of whom Isaiah 
speaks. The other Messiah they called 
"Ben David", for He was to be seated 
upon the throne of His father David, 
reigning in everlasting splendor' as the 
psalmist  foretells. But the prophets do 
not speak of two different persons but of 
the two different offices of the one person, 
for the Messiah must fulfill the double 
role of Messiah-Priest and Messiah-King. 
How does He accomplish this? 

The Messiah Comes Twice 

Since not two Messiahs can come but 
only one, the MeSsiah, to fulfill these two 
roles, must come twice. Thus He comes 
the first time as the Messiah-Priest, the 
Servant of Jehovah, and suffers death as 
the sacrifice for the sins of the world ful-
filling Isaiah's prophecy. He comes the 
second time as the Messiah-King to set up 
His universal kingdom, fulfilling David's 
prophecy. The bridge which connects 
His two comings is the bridge of resur- 

rection. Thus the Messiah-Priest dies, 
rises from the dead and one day, as the 
Messiah-King returns to rule. David 
pointed to the resurrection of the Messiah 
from the dead when he said :— 

"Thou wilt not leave my soul in 
Hades, neither wilt Thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption" (Psalm 
16:10). 

When the Jewish nation was groaning 
under the iron heel of .the Romans, they 
naturally looked forward to the day when 
their Messiah-King would come and de-
liver them. They therefore almost lost 
sight of the other prophecies which 
portray the Messiah-Priest as the suffer-
ing Servant of Jehovah, who by the sac-
rifice of Himself to God first makes the 
great atonement for the sins of the whole.  
world. Men are prone to think lightly of 
sin and therefore they forget that Messiah 
must make atonement before He oan rule. 
Because of this, when the Lord Jesus 
Christ came about 1900 years ago, al-
though John the Baptist pointed Him out 
saying "Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world" only 
a few Jewish people recognized Him as 
such. Later He submitted to the shameful 
death of the Cross being indeed "led as 
a lamb to the slaughter".• He thereby 
fulfilled ait His first corning the pro-
phecies which refer to the Messiah-Priest. 
But he arose from the dead also, just as 
was predicted and He was afterwards seen 
by many witnesses many of whom suf-
fered martyrdom beoause they gave 
evidence that they had seen the risen 
Messiah. Sir Robert Anderson, the 
famous English expert on Evidence, states 
that "we have more evidence for the re-
surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
than we have for the existence of Moses". 
People do not question that Moses lived, 
far less reason have they to question that 
Christ arose from the dead. After His 
resurrection He ascended to God's right 
hand in Heaven, thereby fulfilling David's 
prophecy :— 

"The Lord said unto my Lord, sit 
Thou at my right hand until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool". (Psalm 
110:1). 

Having died, risen again and ascended 
to Heaven, the Messiah must come to 
earth a second time, not again to suffer 
but to reign in never-ending glory. At 
that time He will deliver His people 
Israel, regather them from the lands of 
their dispersion and establish His uni-
versal Kingdom which the prophets fore-
told. For this the world is waiting. With 
the present rapid development in world 
events, many Bible scholars declare that 
day is fast approaching. The Messiah at 
His first coming fulfilled the role of the 
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Priest and made the last great atonement 
for sin. At His second coming He will 
fulfill the role of the King. But note that 
it is the one Messiah who fulfills both 
offices. 

Pardon For All. 

Since tthe Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by His death on the Cross made 
full atonement to God for the sins of the 
whole world, God is now free to extend 
the gracious offer of a full pardon to all 
who will believe whether Jew or Gentile. 
Hence the Apostle Paul 'addressing the 
Jews in the Synagogue at Antioch in 
Pisidia declared :— 

"Be it known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the for-
giveness of sins : and by Him all that 
believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could: not be justified 
by the law of Moses". (Acts 13:38-
39). 

Many Jews and Gentiles have trusted 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and have thereby 
found the peace which comes from the 
knowledge of sins forgiven. You too dear 
reader, may have this blessing.by putting 
your trust in Him. 
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A RABBINICAL STUDENT 
ACCEPTS CHRIST. 
By Charles Feinberg. 

I was born and reared in a most 
orthodox Jewish home in the city of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. All the ceremonial com-
mandments and injunctions that the 
Rabbis had ordained for centuries were 
striotly observed. At the age of six I was 
sent to the Hebrew school at the same 
time that I began my grade school work. 
At the age of thirteen I was confirmed 
as a full fledged member of the common-
wealth of Israel. Before that time my 
father had been responsible for my sins; 
now I was responsible to God for my sins. 
It was at this time that I was graduated 
from the Hebrew grade school and the 
English grade school. In high school, 
seeing other students who did not observe 
the ceremonial haws, I also followed their 
example with no deep feeling of guilt or 
sin. I thought I could afford to be some-
what more liberal than my parents had 
been, tat least. 

At the early age of seventeen I was 
graduated from the Hebrew and English 
high schools and then went to the 
University of Pittsburgh. I finished my 
work there in three years while I still 
attended the Teacher's Training School' 
for Hebrew Teachers and also taught 
Hebrew. In the University I imbibed 
more than a little of the vain philosophies 
of men and science falsely so-called, with 
the result that as far as my faith was con-
cerned I was totally adrift, doubting even 
at times the very existence of such a 
Being as God. And yet I was supposed 
to be preparing Ito enter the rabbinical 
seminary after my university course. In 
fact, the atmosphere of my home was such 
that my three brothers also wanted to 
become rabbis. The untenable position 
that I held then and the hypocrisy it 
would lead me into if I went on as I was, 
gave me no little amount of mental 
nguish. 

How to settle my doubts I did not 
know. Then I remembered a friend who 
had lived for many years near my home 
and who was a Christian. In our dis-
cussions of the Bible the view she held 
I felt I could not accept. But whereas  

I cared little for. her profession I envied 
her and admired her beautiful Christian 
life. She not only confessed and professed 
Christianity, but she lived it. When I 
went to her with my problems and per-
plexities, I found her advice comforting 
and substantial. However, she told me 
to go to a Hebrew Christian M issionary 
in our city, a Rev. Solomon by name who 
was under the American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, and he would explain things 
more fully. 

I went to see him and he opened the 
Word of God to me showing me that 
I was a sinner with no way to get to 
God but through the sacrificial way,  ; 
that without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission of sins. After I had 
spoken to him for a few hours, I went 
home more miserable than ever before 
because I had become convicted of my 
sins, which I was told could be cleansed 
and had been, if I would only believe, by 
the blood of Jesus Christ Who had come 
as the Messiah of Israel and the Saviour 
of the world. I did not want to accept 
Christ at the price I . knew it would mean 
to me in the separation from my people. 
and also because I wanted to he more con-
vinced that He was really what the Mis-
sionary said He was. After much mental 
anguish and agonizing I told God that 
if Christ were really the Saviour to so 
show Him to me. r  The Lord did so 
gloriously and I accepted Him definitely 
as my Saviour as well as the call to be 
a missionary to my Jewish brethren. 
I have never known such joy and peace 
as I have had from that hour. I have no 
doubts now ; I am saved now and for 
eternity. I am convinced that "God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son. He that hath the Son hath life ; 
and He- that hath not the Son hath not 
life." 

May the God of all grace and comfort 
so work by His Spirit in you that 
have not believed, that you will turn in 
simple faith (to the Lamb of God slain 
from the foundation of the world and re-
ceive freely and without price this pre-
cious gift of eternal life in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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