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MESSIAH CONQUERS DEATH 
By REV. DANIEL FINESTONE 

One of the outstanding events in the 
Messiah's life which was foretold in the 
Hebrew Scriptures is His resurrection 
from the dead. 

The earliest intimation of this was given 
by God in the Garden of Eden, when our 
first parents, Adam and Eve, having 
eaten of the forbidden fruit, thereby put 
themselves in Satan's hand and brought 
upon themselves and their descendents 
the curse of death. Then it was that 
God promised the coming of a Great 
Dgliverer, the Messiah, who by crushing 
Satan's power would thus release man 
from this doom:— 

“And I will put enmity between thee 
(the Serpent) and the woman, and be-
tween thy seed and her seed (the Mes-
siah); it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” 	(Genesis 3:15). 

And so, David, many centuries later 
sang: 

`Thou wilt not leave my soul in Hell, 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption." 	(Psalm 16:10). 

David clearly saw by the Spirit of God, 
that when the Messiah—Deliverer would 
come, He would suffer death, and then by 
rising victorious from the grave, would 
break the power of Satan over man and 
open salvation's door to all. 

THE EMPTY TOMB 

After Jesus was crucified, His body 
was taken down from; the Cross and laid 
in a new tomb, the property of a wealthy 
Jew who was friendly to Jesus, named 
Joseph of Arimathea. The enemies of 
Jesus, the chief priests and the rulers, re-
called that when He was alive He had 
said He would rise again from the dead 
on the third day; they therefore secured 
from Pilate the governor, a band of 
Roman soldiers to guard the tomb where 
His body lay. A great stone was rolled 
across the door of the tomb and the 
guard went on duty. The disciples of 
Christ, fearing arrest, were in hiding. Two 
of the women who had been followers 
of Christ, on the third day visited the 
place. When they reached 'i:he tomb 
they saw a strange spectacle: 

"An angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door and sat upon it. His count-
enance was like lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow: and for fear of him the 
keepers did shake, and became as dead 
men. And the angel answered and said 
unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus which was crucified. He 
is not here: for He is risen as He said. 
Come and see the place where the Lord 
lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples 
that He is risen from the dead: and behold 
He goeth before you into Galilee; there 
shall ye see Him: lo, I have told you." 
(Matthew 28:2•7). 

The women quickly found the disciples  

and told them what had happened. The 
disciples, suddenly losing all fear, ran to 
the tomb and found it indeed empty. 
The Roman soldiers reported the terrify-
ing news to headquarters and when it 
reached the ears of the chief priests, they 
hurriedly called a meeting of the San-
hedrin, the rulers of the Jews. They de-
cided that the whole matter must be 
hushed up lest the news spread and they 
be condemned by the people for the part 
they had played in bringing about the 
death of their Messiah. They therefore, 

"Gave large money to the soldiers, say-
ing, say ye, His disciples came by night and 
stole Him away while we slept. And if 
this come to the governor's ears, we will 
persuade him and secure you. So they 
took the money and did as they were 
taught: and this saying is commonly re-
ported among the Jews until this day." 
( Matthew 28:11-15). 

Even to modern times Jewish leaders 
have refused to face the fact of the empty 
tomb, and Jewish people have been kept 
in the dark regarding the strong evidence 
supporting this historical event. 

THE WITNESSES 

The evidence for the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is 
two-fold:—that of His enemies and that 
of His disciples. 

The evidence furnished by the enemies 
of Christ is important. If as they as-
serted, the disciples of Christ had stolen 
the corpse, why did they not compel 
them to produce it? This would im-
mediately have quieted all the turmoil 
which followed and ended all dispute. 
Again, if the lifeless body of Christ had 
indeed been stolen by the disciples while 
the Roman soldiers slept, why were His 
disciples not arrested and charged with 
the crime? Then too, why was not the 
Roman guard put to death by the gov-
ernor as was the custom when Roman 
soldiers were caught asleep on duty? 
Since none of these things was done, we 
may safely assume that the disciples did 
not steal the body. 

The evidence of the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ would be accepted in 
any court of law today. What do.  they 
say? They affirm with one voice that 
Christ arose from the dead. He ap-
peared to them on eleven different oc-
casions during an extended period of 
forty days. Once He was seen by 500 
people.  assembled at one place. (I Cor-
inthans 15:6). He appeared in broad 
daylight and in the open; He spoke with 
them for hours at a time, and chided 
some of them for their former disbelief. 
He even ate and drank with them. They 
touched His body with their hands and 
assured themselves that this was no mere 
optical illusion or halucination or spirit-
istic phenomenon, but actual flesh and 
bone. 

These disciples at first had been de- 
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pressed and fear-stricken by the cruel 
death of their Lord, but when they saw 
the physical presence of the risen Christ, 
they were at once transformed from 
craven cowards into the bravest of men. 
At the end of the forty days period, 
having received His instruction to preach 
the Gospel to every creature, they saw.  
His ascension to heaven from the Mount 
of Olives. Immediately they began sound-
ing out their divine message, fearing 
neither threats of imprisonment nor death 
itself. In fact many of them gladly suf-
fered these things. The great moral 
change wrought in these men can only be 
accounted for on the ground that they 
actually saw their divine Lord after He 
had risen from the dead. Nothing else 
can explain it. Tens of thousands, both 
Jews and Gentiles, were compelled to 
believe in Him by the very force of their 
testiMony, even though to many who be-
lieved it meant the confiscation of their 
worldly goods, cruel torture or even 
death by being thrown to the lions. Un-
less Christ had truly risen from the dead 
there would never have arisen the Chris-
tian Church; for the bedrock on which 
Christianity rests is the historical event of 

bodily resurrection from the grave. 
THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE 

Christ's victory over death is but the 
logical sequel to the miracle life He lived 
while on earth. He. was virgin-born, 
lived a sinless, spotless life, performed 
mighty miracles, died in a superhuman 
way, and arose a victor from the grave. 

Jesus Christ by His resurrection is 
proved to be Israel's Messiah. His resur-
rection is a vindication of His Messiah-
ship. But it is more. It is a necessary 
part of God's magnificent scheme of hu-
man redemption. In His tragic death 
upon the Cross, the Lord Jesus Christ 
paid the enormous penalty for the sins 
of the world; and in His glorious resur-
rection He conquered man's last enemy, 
death. One day when He returns He 
will finally banish death from the earth, 
bat by believing in the crucified and risen 
Messiah, every child of Adam, Jew or 
Gentile, may now enter into the benefits 
which He thus created, pardon through 
His death and eternal life through His 
resurrection. "The gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our 
(Romans 6:23). 
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and gathered roses; I discovered pearls 
instead of pebbles; instead of hatred, 
love; instead of vengeance, forgiveness; 
instead of bondage, freedom; instead of 
pride, humility; instead of enmity, con-
ciliation; instead of death, life, salvation, 
resurrection, heavenly treasure.-  (Licht-
enstein's -Two Letters, or What I really 
Wish," page 3.) 

PREACHING CHRIST IN SYNAGOGUE 

For two or three years Rabbi Lichten-
stein kept his new beliefs hidden away in 
his heart. "At last he could contain him-
self no longer. One Saturday he openly 
avowed that his subject was taken from 
the New Testament and spoke of Jesus 
as the true Messiah, the Redeemer of 
Israel. Later, he wrote out his beliefs in 
three pamphlets which created a tre-
mendous sensation among the Jews, not 
only in Hungary, but throughout the con-
tinent of Europe.' (Einspruch's "When 
Jews Face Christ" Page 59.) 

"Even in out-of-the-way places, on the 
slopes of the Carpathians, in Bosnia and 
the Balkan States, in Asia Minor, and in 
far-away Tiberias, on the Lake of Gali-
lee, I have myself met Jews who had 
been mightily stirred through his writings, 
and who were not far from the King-
dom," writes David Baron. ("Rabbi 
Lichtenstein: His Conversion and Testi-
mony," page 15.) 

"He Wrote with great enthusiasm not 
only about Jews and Judaism, but espe-
cially about Jesus of Nazareth, express-
ing the conviction that true Judaism and 
true Christianity are not two divergent 
or two opposing currents, but one and 
the same thing: true Christianity is the 
highest effulgence of Judaism." ( J. E. 
Landsman, "Rabbi Isaac Lichtenstein,' 
page 6.) 

An item appearing in "Die Allgemeine 
Judische Leitung," Budapest, October 
17, 1908 says this of Rabbi Lichtenstein: 
—"From the Jewish pulpit he proclaimed 
the foundation doctrines of Christianity, 
and wrote a pamphlet in which he invited 
Jews to recognize the Founder of the 
Christian religion." 

When his fellow Rabbis beseeched him 
to retract, his reply was, "Gentlemen, I 
shall most willingly retract if you ,con-
vince me I am wrong." 

He felt deeply concerned for his Jew-
ish brethren and declared, "I will remain 
among my own nation. I love Christ, 
I believe in the New Testament; so will 
I remain among my own brethren, as a 
watchman from within, to warn them 
and to plead with them to behold in Jesus 
the true glory of Israel.- 

A WITNESS IN BUDAPEST 

He continued for some time in his 
position a,s District Rabbi but finally, with 
his health much impaired by the many 
trials and sorrows which fell to his lot 
in conseqence of his bold stand for the 
truth, he voluntarily resigned his office 
ps District Rabbi, and settled in Budapest 
where he continued to witness for the 
Lord Jesus Christ in spite of relentless 
opposition. 

For more than twenty years Rabbi.  
Lichtenstein witnessed in many parts of 
Europe to the truth of the Messiahship 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Such a life of wit-
nessing was not easy, however, for he 
had to stand out against "storms of con"-
troversy, of misunderstanding and antag-t 
onism." But his spirit was strong, for he 
knew that he had found the truth. 

When he was eighty years of age, he 
wrote, "While I live I will stand on my 
watchtower, though I may stand there' 
all alone. I have lifted up my voice in 
warning, '0 If-ael, turn to the Lord thy 
God, for thou hast fallen by thine iniqu-;. 
ity. Take these words, and turn thee to., 
the Lord thy God. Kiss the Son lest He, 
be angry, and ye perish from the way.' 

He was taken ill quite unexpectedly': 
and lingered only a short time. Amotg 
his last words were these, "We have one 
God and Father of all, and one Christ 
who ghve up His life on the cursed tree; 
for the salvation of men. Into Thy hands' 
I commend my spirit." He died on the 
morning of October 16, 1908 in peace 
and joy. 
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Have you within you such an assurance 
of salvation that when your time comes 
to leave this world and to stand before 
the great Judge of all the earth you can 
go with confidence, peace, and joy be-
cause you have put your trust in the 
sacrifice which God Himself has pro-
vided, namely, the Lamb of God, who is 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 

"He that despised Moses' law died 
without mercy under two or three wit-
nesses: of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who bath trodden under foot the Son of 
God?" (Hebrews 10:28). 

Did you ever hear of a synagogue 
where the people were taught from the 
New Testament and were urged by their 
own beloved Rabbi to accept Jesus of 
Nazareth as their Messiah? Such a thing 
actually occurred in the village of Tapio-
Szele in Hungary where Lichtenstein of-
ficiated for about forty years. 

Rabbi Lichtenstein in the early years 
of his Rabbinical life was bitterly op-
posed to Christ. He and his relatives had 

—suffered so much at the hands of Gentiles 
who called themselves Christians that he 
once said, "It is no wonder that I came 
to think that Christ Himself was the 
plague and curse of the Jews, the origin 
and promoter of our sorrows and per-
secutions. In this conviction I grew to 
years of manhood, and still cherishing it, 
I became old. I knew no difference be-
tween true and merely nominal Christian-
ity; of the fountainhead of Christianity 
itself I knew nothing." 
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INSTEAD OF THORNS, ROSES 

 

At the time of the Tisa Eslar Pogrom, 
Rabbi Lichtenstein accidentally discover-
ed, in a hidden corner, a copy of the 
Bible containing also the New Testament. 
This he began to read, partly from curi-
osity and partly to ascertain what there 
was in it that led to these terrible Po-
groms. What, dear reader, do you think 
he discovered? Let him tell you himself: 
—"Not the half had been told me of the 
g,reatness, power, and glory of this Book. 
formerly a sealed book to me. I had 
thought the New Testament to be impure, 
a source of pride, of over-weening selfish-
ness, of hatred, and of the worst kind of 
violence; but as I opened it, I felt myself 
peculiarly and wonderfully taken posses-
sion of. A sudden glory, a light, flashed 
through my soul. I looked for thorns, 
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