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This editorial reserved for our Good 
Friday issue, was inspired by the report 
of an address of a distinguished Jewish 
rabbi, which appeared in a Chicago news-
paper last October, on the day follow-
ing the Day of Atonement as now kept 
by the millons of Jews throughout the 
world. 

DR. JAMES M. GRAY 

"The observance of Yom Kippur,our 
Sabbath of Sabbaths," said the rabbi, 
"reveals not only our understanding of 
the nature of sin, but also of repentance 
and atonement." 

And what was, or is, his undertaking 
of the nature of sin?" "The ratio be-
tween what one now is and what one 
might have been," was the answer he 
gave. "This ratio," said he, "between 
what one might have been, could have 
been, and therefore should, have been, is 
the clue to the understanding of the 
whole Jewish concept of sin." A great-
er Jew once put it thus, "Sin is the trans.. 
gression of the law" (I John 3:4), by 
which he meant of course, the law of 
God written on the tables of stone and 
also on the fleshy tablets 'of our hearts. 
hearts. 

The rabbi then characterized as "bar-
barous" the ceremonies of the Day of 
Atonement found in the book of Le-
viticus. The report made him say, "No 
Jews can be found today who would 
undertake such observances as outlined 
in Leviticus relating to the Day of Atone-
ment. On the other hand, Jewish thought  

on Yom Kippur now centers in repent-
ance which leads to atonement.- 
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Let us look at "barbarous." Does it 
characterize Moses, the most illustri-
ous name in all Jewry? Did not he pre-
scribe those laws in Leviticus, and was 
not he the human executioner of the pen-
alties for their non-observance? Was 
Moses after all, a barbarian, only one re-
move from the savage state? 

Let us pass over Joshua, Samuel and 
David, and ask the same about Solomon. 
In five hundred years the savagery of 
the nation might have become somewhat 
refined, yet Solomon, at the dedication 
of the Temple, presents unto Jehovah 
peace offerings of two and twenty thou-
sand sheep (I Kings 8:63). Barbarian 
he may have been, but nevertheless his 
"wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the 
children of the east and all the wisdom 
of Egypt" (I Kings 5:30). 

Another five hundred years and we 
are in post-captivity times, and lo and 
behold, the Jews are doing the same 
thing, as indica::ed by the prophet Ma-
lachi. Still barbarous? 

One more parenthesis of centuries, and 
in the time of the Messiah, Jesus, the 
priests and Levites are busy as ever offer-
ing the same sacrifices. Nor does Jesus 
rebuke them for the practice, but only for 
the hollowness and hypocrisy in which it 
is performed. Was Jesus also a barbarian? 

We may go further. If after Christ's 
death and resurrection, the Romans had 
not destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple 
and scattered the Jews to the four winds, 
still would they be offering the same sac-
rifices if they had not accepted Him who 
is their antitype. 

The Chicago rabbi might well have 
asked his auditors to consider these 
things, and inquire if there were not some-
thing other than savagery back of Leviti-
cus. And also whether after all, those 
ordinances did not point forward, as the 
New Testament declares they did, to Him 
who is the Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world (Rev. 13:8), and who, 
when He came into the world said, "Sac-
rifice and offering thou wouldst not, but 
a body hast thou prepared me: in burnt- 

offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hadst 
had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come 
(in the volume of the book it is written 
of me), to do thy will, 0 God" (Heb. 
10:5-7). 

The rabbi said, "Jewish thought on 
Yom Kippur now centers in repentance 
which leads to atonement. Repentance 
does not mean the wiping out of sin. The 
Jew arms himself spiritually against the 
future repetition of the thing for which 
he repents." 

How true it is that "repentance does 
not mean the wiping out of sin." The 
wailing wall at Jerusalem ceaselessly evi-
dences The Ethiopian that. 	 cannot 
"change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots" ( Jer. 13:23). 

What then does the rabbi mean when 
he speaks of a "repentance which leads 
to atonement?" How does it lead there, 
and what is the atonement to which it 
leads? Is it not futile to say that any 
man, Jew or Gentile, can arm himself 
spiritually "against the future repetition 
of the thing for which he repents"? How 
arm himself? 

And suppose he did so? Suppose he 
so thoroughly repented of past sin as 
never again to commit it, what about 
atonement for the sin thus repented of? 
Oh, the terrifying ramifications of that 
word! 

The rabbi explains, on the supposition 
that he is accurately reported, that "in 
Jewish thought atonement means at-one-
ment with one's better self, with his 
neighbor and fellow men, and with God. 
This at-one-ment with God and moral 
law is impossible until atonement is 
found with neighbor and fellow men." 
How absolutely contrary to truth and 
fact is that statement! How can the 
periphery be right if the center be wrong? 
How can one be in tune with his neighbor 
while discordant with his Creator? And 
how may he become accordant with Him? 
Or, as Job put it to Bildad, how may a 
man be just with God? 

Oh, that this Chicago rabbi and the 
great race he represents, might come to 
see the answer to Job's question in the 
Jesus whom they still despise and reject. 
Oh, that they might behold Him as the 
key to Leviticus, the substance of which 
it is the shadow. Oh, that they might 
recognize Him as the antitype of the vic-
tim to which the sins of Israel were trans-
ferred on the Day of Atonement, and 
that "through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins," and that "by 
him all that believe are justified from all 
things from which ye could not be justi-
fied by the law of Moses" (Acts 13:38, 
39.). 

Yom Kippur, the Sabbath of Sabbaths 
This article was written by Rev. James M. Gray, D. D., President of the Moody 

'Bible Institute of Chicago, as an Editorial in the Moody Bible Institute Monthly. Dr. Gray 
has very kindly allowed us to reprint it in these columns. As a true follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he has loved our nation, and few men in this country have done as much 
for our Jewish people as Dr. Gray has done. Dr. Gray's own words explaining why he wrote 
this article should be of interest to every Jew, for they reveal as nothing that we can say 
would do, how great is Dr. Gray's love for our people. Here are his words:—"Our 
hearts go out with great longing for the Jew. We are interested in him because God is 
nterested, because his judicial blindness to the Messiah is the deepest calamity of all 

history, and because his conversion and restoration to God and to the Promised Land 
means the greatest blessing to the world." 
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OUR MISSIONS FAMOUS JEWISH CHRISTIANS 
• 

FELIX BARTHOLDI MENDELSSOHN 

How many people as they listen to the 
strains of the beautiful -Songs without 
Words" or to the -Elijah 1 ' realize that 
the author was a Hebrew Christian and 
that we have such music because the 
genius which God gave this Jewish boy 
was used for His glory? 

Felix Mendelssohn came of an illustri-
ous family. His grandfather, Moses 
Mendelssohn, the famous philosopher, 
was called by the Jews the "third 
Moses." While he did not himself pro-
fess to be a Christian, some have claimed 
that they can prove from his works that 
he was one. One of his sons, Abraham 
Mendelssohn, married Leah Solomon, a 
woman of culture and splendid character. 
These two were influenced in favor of 
Christianity by relatives who had become 
Christians. Thus it was that Felix Men-
delssohn, who was born February 3, 
1809, was baptized and brought up in 
the Christian faith. 

At the age of 9, Felix made his first 
public appearance, when he won great 
applause. At 11, he was ira the Berlin 
Musical Academy, studying church music 
under Zelter. At 12 he entered the Oly-
mic, at Weimar. His earliest composi-
tion with dated autograph, a cantata 
was finished in 1820, just before his llth 
birthday. During that year he wrote 
nearly 60 distinct movements. He won 
great admiration on every side, and no 
one was more delighted with the boy's 
success than his father. Strange to 
say, asssociation with the great German 
intellectual leaders, and attention and 
praise on every hand, did not spoil the 
lad. Sir Julius Benedict tells us that after 
working hard on his first Pianoforte, 
Quartett in C Minor, he "cleared high 
hedges with a leap" and "climbed up 
the trees like a squirrel." 

By 1824, such had been his progress 
that when his parents begged Moscheles 
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to take him as a pupil, Moscheles did 
so, and gives this testimony with regard 
to his pupil: "Today from two to three 
I gave Felix a lesson, but not a moment 
could I conceal from myself that I was 
with my master, not my pupil." 

Before he was twenty he had written 
four operas. With his father he visited 
Paris, but he complained of the frivolous 
musical taste which he found there. La-
ter he went to London and there wrote 
an overture founded on "Midsummer 
Nights' Dream.-  This overture was 
made famous by the celebrated singer, 
Henrietta Sonntag. In 1833 Mendels-
sohn became musical director in Dussel-
dorff. Few musicians have received as 
much homage during their lifetime. Many 
crowned heads heard him play. King 
William IV, of Prussia and Mendelssohn, 
became close friends. 

Mendelssohn home life was always a 
happy one. Of his father's home it was 
said that it was "pervaded by an atmos-
phere of love and peace as well as by 
the highest intellectual culture." His 
own home was established when he mar-
ried, in 1837, Madame Cecile Jean-
renaud, the widow of a pastor of the 
French Reformed Church. His marriage 
was a most happy one. 

His death took place on November 4, 
1847, when he was just in the prime of 
life. His beloved sister Fanny had pass-
ed away earlier in the year and he seemed 
never to have recovered from the shock 
of her death. 

There is a strong religious trend in his 
music, and one friend in writing her re-
collections of him gives us the key to this  
She says: "Of him there is nothing to 
tell that is not honorable to his memory, 
consoling to his friends, profitable to all 
men . . . Profoundly as I admire his pro-
ductions, I have always been still more 
profoundly touched by the harmony of a 
life in which every charity and every vir-
tue were blended in perfect diapason.-
May we not conclude that the religious 
beauty of Mendelssohn's music and the 
purity and beauty of his life were both 
possible because of his faith in and con-
secration to the Lord Jesus Christ? 

And if there is discord in your life, 
dear Jewish reader, will you not seek 
harmony and peace through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will surely find it, 
just as Felix Mendelssohn did. Then 
you will sing with the poet, 
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There's music in my soul today, 

A carol to the King, 
And Jesus, listening, can hear 

The Songs I cannot sing. 

0 there's sunshine, blessed sunshine, 
When the peaceful, happy moments roll; 

When Jesus shows His smiling  face, 

There is sunshine in the soul. 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.-  Acts 16;31. 
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This editorial reserved for our Good 
Friday issue, was inspired by the report 
of an address of a distinguished Jewish 
rabbi, which appeared in a Chicago news-
paper last October, on the day follow-
ing the Day of Atonement as now kept 
by the millons of Jews throughout the 
world. 

DR. JAMES M. GRAY 

"The observance of Yom Kippur,our 
Sabbath of Sabbaths," said the rabbi, 
"reveals not only our understanding of 
the nature of sin, but also of repentance 
and atonement." 

And what was, or is, his undertaking 
of the nature of sin?" "The ratio be-
tween what one now is and what one 
might have been," was the answer he 
gave. "This ratio," said he, "between 
what one might have been, could have 
been, and therefore should, have been, is 
the clue to the understanding of the 
whole Jewish concept of sin." A great-
er Jew once put it thus, "Sin is the trans.. 
gression of the law" (I John 3:4), by 
which he meant of course, the law of 
God written on the tables of stone and 
also on the fleshy tablets 'of our hearts. 
hearts. 

The rabbi then characterized as "bar-
barous" the ceremonies of the Day of 
Atonement found in the book of Le-
viticus. The report made him say, "No 
Jews can be found today who would 
undertake such observances as outlined 
in Leviticus relating to the Day of Atone-
ment. On the other hand, Jewish thought  

on Yom Kippur now centers in repent-
ance which leads to atonement.- 

I 

Let us look at "barbarous." Does it 
characterize Moses, the most illustri-
ous name in all Jewry? Did not he pre-
scribe those laws in Leviticus, and was 
not he the human executioner of the pen-
alties for their non-observance? Was 
Moses after all, a barbarian, only one re-
move from the savage state? 

Let us pass over Joshua, Samuel and 
David, and ask the same about Solomon. 
In five hundred years the savagery of 
the nation might have become somewhat 
refined, yet Solomon, at the dedication 
of the Temple, presents unto Jehovah 
peace offerings of two and twenty thou-
sand sheep (I Kings 8:63). Barbarian 
he may have been, but nevertheless his 
"wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the 
children of the east and all the wisdom 
of Egypt" (I Kings 5:30). 

Another five hundred years and we 
are in post-captivity times, and lo and 
behold, the Jews are doing the same 
thing, as indica::ed by the prophet Ma-
lachi. Still barbarous? 

One more parenthesis of centuries, and 
in the time of the Messiah, Jesus, the 
priests and Levites are busy as ever offer-
ing the same sacrifices. Nor does Jesus 
rebuke them for the practice, but only for 
the hollowness and hypocrisy in which it 
is performed. Was Jesus also a barbarian? 

We may go further. If after Christ's 
death and resurrection, the Romans had 
not destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple 
and scattered the Jews to the four winds, 
still would they be offering the same sac-
rifices if they had not accepted Him who 
is their antitype. 

The Chicago rabbi might well have 
asked his auditors to consider these 
things, and inquire if there were not some-
thing other than savagery back of Leviti-
cus. And also whether after all, those 
ordinances did not point forward, as the 
New Testament declares they did, to Him 
who is the Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world (Rev. 13:8), and who, 
when He came into the world said, "Sac-
rifice and offering thou wouldst not, but 
a body hast thou prepared me: in burnt- 

offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hadst 
had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come 
(in the volume of the book it is written 
of me), to do thy will, 0 God" (Heb. 
10:5-7). 

The rabbi said, "Jewish thought on 
Yom Kippur now centers in repentance 
which leads to atonement. Repentance 
does not mean the wiping out of sin. The 
Jew arms himself spiritually against the 
future repetition of the thing for which 
he repents." 

How true it is that "repentance does 
not mean the wiping out of sin." The 
wailing wall at Jerusalem ceaselessly evi-
dences The Ethiopian that. 	 cannot 
"change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots" ( Jer. 13:23). 

What then does the rabbi mean when 
he speaks of a "repentance which leads 
to atonement?" How does it lead there, 
and what is the atonement to which it 
leads? Is it not futile to say that any 
man, Jew or Gentile, can arm himself 
spiritually "against the future repetition 
of the thing for which he repents"? How 
arm himself? 

And suppose he did so? Suppose he 
so thoroughly repented of past sin as 
never again to commit it, what about 
atonement for the sin thus repented of? 
Oh, the terrifying ramifications of that 
word! 

The rabbi explains, on the supposition 
that he is accurately reported, that "in 
Jewish thought atonement means at-one-
ment with one's better self, with his 
neighbor and fellow men, and with God. 
This at-one-ment with God and moral 
law is impossible until atonement is 
found with neighbor and fellow men." 
How absolutely contrary to truth and 
fact is that statement! How can the 
periphery be right if the center be wrong? 
How can one be in tune with his neighbor 
while discordant with his Creator? And 
how may he become accordant with Him? 
Or, as Job put it to Bildad, how may a 
man be just with God? 

Oh, that this Chicago rabbi and the 
great race he represents, might come to 
see the answer to Job's question in the 
Jesus whom they still despise and reject. 
Oh, that they might behold Him as the 
key to Leviticus, the substance of which 
it is the shadow. Oh, that they might 
recognize Him as the antitype of the vic-
tim to which the sins of Israel were trans-
ferred on the Day of Atonement, and 
that "through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins," and that "by 
him all that believe are justified from all 
things from which ye could not be justi-
fied by the law of Moses" (Acts 13:38, 
39.). 

Yom Kippur, the Sabbath of Sabbaths 
This article was written by Rev. James M. Gray, D. D., President of the Moody 

'Bible Institute of Chicago, as an Editorial in the Moody Bible Institute Monthly. Dr. Gray 
has very kindly allowed us to reprint it in these columns. As a true follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he has loved our nation, and few men in this country have done as much 
for our Jewish people as Dr. Gray has done. Dr. Gray's own words explaining why he wrote 
this article should be of interest to every Jew, for they reveal as nothing that we can say 
would do, how great is Dr. Gray's love for our people. Here are his words:—"Our 
hearts go out with great longing for the Jew. We are interested in him because God is 
nterested, because his judicial blindness to the Messiah is the deepest calamity of all 

history, and because his conversion and restoration to God and to the Promised Land 
means the greatest blessing to the world." 
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OUR MISSIONS FAMOUS JEWISH CHRISTIANS 
• 

FELIX BARTHOLDI MENDELSSOHN 

How many people as they listen to the 
strains of the beautiful -Songs without 
Words" or to the -Elijah 1 ' realize that 
the author was a Hebrew Christian and 
that we have such music because the 
genius which God gave this Jewish boy 
was used for His glory? 

Felix Mendelssohn came of an illustri-
ous family. His grandfather, Moses 
Mendelssohn, the famous philosopher, 
was called by the Jews the "third 
Moses." While he did not himself pro-
fess to be a Christian, some have claimed 
that they can prove from his works that 
he was one. One of his sons, Abraham 
Mendelssohn, married Leah Solomon, a 
woman of culture and splendid character. 
These two were influenced in favor of 
Christianity by relatives who had become 
Christians. Thus it was that Felix Men-
delssohn, who was born February 3, 
1809, was baptized and brought up in 
the Christian faith. 

At the age of 9, Felix made his first 
public appearance, when he won great 
applause. At 11, he was ira the Berlin 
Musical Academy, studying church music 
under Zelter. At 12 he entered the Oly-
mic, at Weimar. His earliest composi-
tion with dated autograph, a cantata 
was finished in 1820, just before his llth 
birthday. During that year he wrote 
nearly 60 distinct movements. He won 
great admiration on every side, and no 
one was more delighted with the boy's 
success than his father. Strange to 
say, asssociation with the great German 
intellectual leaders, and attention and 
praise on every hand, did not spoil the 
lad. Sir Julius Benedict tells us that after 
working hard on his first Pianoforte, 
Quartett in C Minor, he "cleared high 
hedges with a leap" and "climbed up 
the trees like a squirrel." 

By 1824, such had been his progress 
that when his parents begged Moscheles 

5 

to take him as a pupil, Moscheles did 
so, and gives this testimony with regard 
to his pupil: "Today from two to three 
I gave Felix a lesson, but not a moment 
could I conceal from myself that I was 
with my master, not my pupil." 

Before he was twenty he had written 
four operas. With his father he visited 
Paris, but he complained of the frivolous 
musical taste which he found there. La-
ter he went to London and there wrote 
an overture founded on "Midsummer 
Nights' Dream.-  This overture was 
made famous by the celebrated singer, 
Henrietta Sonntag. In 1833 Mendels-
sohn became musical director in Dussel-
dorff. Few musicians have received as 
much homage during their lifetime. Many 
crowned heads heard him play. King 
William IV, of Prussia and Mendelssohn, 
became close friends. 

Mendelssohn home life was always a 
happy one. Of his father's home it was 
said that it was "pervaded by an atmos-
phere of love and peace as well as by 
the highest intellectual culture." His 
own home was established when he mar-
ried, in 1837, Madame Cecile Jean-
renaud, the widow of a pastor of the 
French Reformed Church. His marriage 
was a most happy one. 

His death took place on November 4, 
1847, when he was just in the prime of 
life. His beloved sister Fanny had pass-
ed away earlier in the year and he seemed 
never to have recovered from the shock 
of her death. 

There is a strong religious trend in his 
music, and one friend in writing her re-
collections of him gives us the key to this  
She says: "Of him there is nothing to 
tell that is not honorable to his memory, 
consoling to his friends, profitable to all 
men . . . Profoundly as I admire his pro-
ductions, I have always been still more 
profoundly touched by the harmony of a 
life in which every charity and every vir-
tue were blended in perfect diapason.-
May we not conclude that the religious 
beauty of Mendelssohn's music and the 
purity and beauty of his life were both 
possible because of his faith in and con-
secration to the Lord Jesus Christ? 

And if there is discord in your life, 
dear Jewish reader, will you not seek 
harmony and peace through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will surely find it, 
just as Felix Mendelssohn did. Then 
you will sing with the poet, 
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There's music in my soul today, 

A carol to the King, 
And Jesus, listening, can hear 

The Songs I cannot sing. 

0 there's sunshine, blessed sunshine, 
When the peaceful, happy moments roll; 

When Jesus shows His smiling  face, 

There is sunshine in the soul. 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.-  Acts 16;31. 
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