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But now for the proofs that Josephus 
did indeed testify of the Christ, in which 
matter I can do no better than to quote 
Thomas Hartwell Horne's great work, 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy 
Scriptures, from which all subsequent 
writers gather material when writing on 
the evidences: 

-Josephus though a strict Pharissee, has 
borne such a noble testimony to the spot-
less character of Jesus Christ that Jerome 
considered and called him a Christian 
writer. Mr. Thiston, and some modern 
writers, are of the opinion that he was a 
Nazarene or Ebionite Jewish Christian; 
while others have affirmed that the pas-
sage, cited from his Jewish Antiquities, is 
an interpolation, principally on the ground 
that it is too favorable to be given by a 
Jew to Christ; and that, if Josephus did 
consider Jesus to be the Christ or expect-
ed Messiah of the Jews, he must have 
been a believer in Him, in which case he 
would not have despatched the mirac-
ulous history of the Saviour of the world 
in one short paragraph. When, however, 
the evidence on both sides is fairly 
weighed, we apprehend that it will be 
found to preponderate most decidedly 
in favor of the genuineness of this testi-
mony of Josephus: for, 

I. It is found in all the copies of Jose-
phus' works, which are now extant, 
whether printed or manuscript; in a He-
brew translation preserved in the Vatican 
Library, and in an Arabic version pre-
served by the Marionites of Mount Lib-
anus. 

"2. It is cited by Eusebius, Jerome, Ru-
finus, the antagonist of Jerome, Isidore of 
Pe 	Sozomen, Cassiodorus, Nice- 
phorus, and many other authors, Greeks, 
Syrians, and Egyptians, of the fourth and 
fifth centuries; all of whom had indisput-
ably seen various manuscripts, and of con-
sitlerable antiquity. How then can men, 
living eleven or twelve hundred years 
after these writers—and who are so re-
mote both from the sources consulted by 
them, as well as from the events related 
by them—prove that all sagacity is ex-
clusively reserved for our times? 

"3. Josephus not only mentions with re-
spect, John the Baptist, but also James, 
the first bishop of Jerusalem: 

" •Ananus assembled the Jewish San-
hedrin, and brought before it James, the 
brother of Jesus, who is called Christ, 
with some others, whom he delivered 
over to be stoned as infractors of the 
law.' 

"This passage, the authenticity of which 
has never been disputed or suspected, 
contains an evident reference to what had 
already been related concerning Christ; 
why else should he describe James—a 
man of himself but little known—as the 
brother of Jesus, if he had made no men-
tion of Jesus before? 

4. It is highly improbable that Josephus, 
who has discussed with such minuteness 
the history of this period—mentioned 
Judas of Gaililee, Theudas, and other ob-
scure pzetenders to the character of the 
Messiah, as well as John the Baptist and 
James the brother of Christ—should have 
preserved the profoundest silence con-
cerning Christ, whose name was at that 
time so celebrated among the Jews, and 
also among the Romans, two of whose 
historians (Suetonius and Tacitus) have 
distinctly taken notice of him 	 

"5. It is morally impossible that this 
passage either was or could be forged by 
Eusebius, who first cited it, or by any 
other earlier writer. Had such a forgery 
been attempted, it would unquestionably 
have been detected by some of the acute 
and inveterate enemies of Christianity; 
for both Josephus and his works were so 
well received among the Romans, that 
he was enrolled a citizen of Rome, and 
has a statue erected to his memory. His 
writings were also admitted into the Imp-
erial Library. The Romans may further 
be considered as the guardians of the in-
tegrity of his text; and the Jews, we may 
be assured, would use all diligence, to 
prevent any interpolation in favor of the 
Christian cause. Yet it cannot be discover-
ed that any objection was ever made 
to this passage by any of the opposers 
of the Christian faith in the early ages. 
Their silence therefore concerning such 
a charge is a decisive proof that the pass-
age is not a forgery. Indeed, the Christian 
cause is so far from needing any fraud 
to support it, that nothing could be more 
destructive to its interests than a fraud 
so palable and obtrusive." 

Having considered carefully the reasons 
why we may conclude that in reading the 
words recorded in Josephus' history we 
hear the very language of a man who 
added his testimony to that of the apost-
les, let us read the words themselves: 

"Now there was about this time, Je-
sus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call 
him p, man; for he performed many 
wonderful works. He drew over to him 
many of the Jews, and also of the Gen- 

tiles. This was the Christ. And when 
Pilate, at the instigation of the principal 
men among us, had condemned him to 
the cross, those who had loved him from 
the first did not cease to adhere to him. 
For he appeared to them alive again 
on the third day; the divine prophets 
having foretold these and ten thousand 
other wonderful things concerning him. 
And the tribe of Christians, so named 
from him, subsists to this time." 

And now, two thousand years after 
Josephus, the "tribe of Christians" sub-
sists even to this time and longs and looks 
eagerly for the next sight of "this same 
Jesus,-  who said, "I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again; and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also." 

And may we not all entertain the lively 
hope that in Josephus we not only have 
another witness to our Lord, but, noting 
how closely his written testimony complies 
with the terms of the contract and cove-
nant, that "if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved," that 
we have in this famous old historian a 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

*Reprinted by special permission, from the 
Moody Bible Institute Monthly, and from the 
Sunday School Times. 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

"BEHOLD, THY KING" 
PART II 

By Chas. Lee Feinberg 

The very factors and events in the life 
of Christ which Matthew treats are all 
pertinent answers to questions which 
would be asked of one who invited an 
earnest and reasonable Jew to accept the 
rejected Jesus of Nazareth as his Messiah. 
We could imagine him asking a number of 
questions. Was He of the lineage and 
house of. David? How and where was He 
born? Was He readily recognized as the 
long-awaited Messiah? How did He treat 
the Old Testament Scriptures in His 
teachings and practice? Was His ministry 
carried on throughout the whole of Palest-
ine or was it centered upon a particular 
part of the country? Did He perform 
mighty works that would prove Him 
Messiah? How did He attempt to set up 
the Kingdom? What characterized His 
dealings with men? Did He ever present 
Himself as their King Messigi? Why was 
He finally rejected? How did this Messiah 
die and why was His death allowed by 
God? What proof is there that He still 
lives? What provision did He make rel-
ative to the Gentiles? Let us answer these 
in the order just indicatd. 

MANY FALSE MESSIAHS 

The people of Israel had sufficient 
evidence, because of the false Messiahs 
before Jesus' time, that there was a need 
for great discrimination in the acceptance 
of one who claimed to be the Messiah. 
All were agreed that the proposed Mess-
iah at all events must be of the line of 
David according to the unconditional pro-
mise of II Samuel 7:16. God had definit-
ely promised David that he should never 
lack for one to sit upon his throne which 
would be established for ever in an ever-
lasting kingdom. An early Chrstian writer, 
Irenaeus, says: "The Gospel according 
to Matthew was written to the Jews, for 
they eat nestly desired a Messiah of the 
seed of David, and Matthew, having also 
the same desire to a yet greater degree, 
strove by 'all means to give them full 

satisfaction that Christ was of the seed of 
David, wherefore he began with his gen-
ealogy." In fact, to speak of "Ben David" 
among them meant only the Person of the 
promised Messiah. Matthew points im-
mediately to the fact that Christ was of 
the lineage of David, and not only so but 
of the seed of Abraham as well according 
to the promise of Genesis 12:1-3. 

THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH 

The writer of the Gospel, however, 
does not content himself with merely 
giving an outlined genealogy of Christ, 
but he (knowing full well that the Jew-
ish apocalyptic view at the time held that 
the Messiah was One of the seven created 
things before the foundation of the 
world) points to the birth of Jesus from 
the virgin Mary in Bethlehem according 
to Isaiah 7:14. "Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
His name Immanuel." Matthew is fearless 
in quoting Old Testament Scriptures even 
though they may clash with the prevalent 
ideas of the day, for he knows that there 
will still be some who will hold the Word 
of God in higher esteem than the sayings 
of men. These words would come with 
peculiar force and power to any who were 
looking earnestly "for the consolation 
of Israel." It is still a legitimate argument 
today, for there are always some who 
question the virgin birth before they may 
have anything else to say of Christ. 

DID THE MESSIAH FAIL? 

But there are also those, satisfied with 
the proofs of the genealogy and manner 
and place of the birth of Jesus, who will 
confidently assert: "Well, we gave Jesus 
a chance to prove Himself the Messiah 
and He utterly failed." Matthew shows 
that this contention is untenable for 
there were immediate signs of the rejec-
tion of Christ before He ever ministred 
among Israel. In fact, the parents of the 
child Messiah had to flee to Egypt be-
cause of the slaughter of the children of 
Bethlehem by Herod, thus fulfilling to the 
very letter the predictions of Hosea 11:1 
and Jeremiah 31:15. It was not that the 
Messiah was tried and found wanting; 
He was opposed from the beginning! 

To the question concerning the fore-
runner of the Messiah, Matthew writes 
that the coming Kingdom cf the Messiah 
was heralded by John the Baptist who 
cried in the words of Isaiah 40:3: "The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
His paths straight." (Mt. 3:3). Christ, 
furthermore, confirms him as His mess-
enger, even though John had doubted 
Him, by saying : For this is he, of whom 
it is written, "Behold, I send My messeng-
er before thy face, which shall prepare Thy 
way before Thee.-  Here again we see 
that the life events of Christ harmonized 
completely with the predictions of two  

Old Testment prophets. How could One 
who was not the Messiah fufill all these 
particulars to the minutest detail? Surely 
no one will dare to attribute it to a mere 
turn of events or chance! 
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