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light; and to them which sat in the region 
and shadow of death light is sprung up". 
Matt. 4:15, 16. Even in this instance 
Jesus proved Himself at one with the 
prophets of Israel. 
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Since the law was held in such high 
regard among the Jews (though rarely 
followed), they should be eager to know 
of the Messiah's attitude toward it. Our 
Gospel points out most clearly that the 
Messiah actually depended upon the Old 
Testament Scriptures at the time of His 
temptation by Satan. He took the Scrip-
tures in their literal sense and rested upon 
their authority. He never shirked from 
having Himself measured by the standard 
c;f the Old Testament Prophecies and 
pronouncements; in fact, He encouraged 
it and suggested it. He was explicit in 
maintaining that the purpose of His corn-
ing was to fulfill the Scriptures and not to 
des; roy them. Indeed, He even goes so 
far as to give the actual interpretation of 
the law from the divine and spiritual 
standpoint. To those acquainted with the 
Word of God then, it must have brought 
to their minds the words of Isaiah 2:3 
"He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go 
forth the laws and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem." It was evident to all that 
Jesus taught in a different manner from 
the truth-evading and truth-perverting 
scribes. 

RECEIVING HIM NOT 

Surely these wonderful teachings of the 
Messiah were gladly received by all; un-
doubtedly the synagogues throughout 
Palestine threw open their doors to Him. 
Such however was far from the case. 
Because of the unbelief of the people and 
the imprisonment of the forerunner, Christ 
centered His ministy in Galilee. In this 
particular again, He was acting in com-
plete accord with what was foretold of 
the true Messiah by Isaiah in his prophecy: 

. -The land of Zabulon, and the land of 
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, be-
yond Jordon, Galilee of the Gentiles; The 
people which sat in darkness saw great 

What miracles, if any, did the Lord 
Jesus Christ perform that people could 
see that He was the Messiah? Matthew 
tells us of the blind receiving their 
sight, the lame walking, the lepers being 
cleansed, the deaf made to hear, and the 
dead being raised up 	sufficient 
proofs to any unprejudiced mind that 
the Performer was One of supernatural 
power. But when these are seen to be the 
very deeds which the prophet Isaiah 
(35:5,6; 53:4) foretold of the coming 
King and Messiah, there can be no 
doubt as to the identity of Jesus of Naz-
areth. Because of the unbelief of the peo-
ple in this respect, however, Jesus does 
not become indignant and belligerent, 
but maintains His humility and uncontent-
ious calm, thereby fulfilling another 
prophecy which declares of Him: "He 
shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any 
man hear His voice in the streets." Matt. 
12:19; Isa. 42:2. This blessed trait of 
humility is further seen in Christ when 
He offers Himself as the King Messiah.of 
Israel; first, to the twelve disciples, then 
to the nation as a whole when He entered 
Jerusalem upon the colt and fulfilled 
Zechaiiah's wonderful prediction: "Be-
hold, Thy Kin g Cometh Unto 
Thee!!!!" (Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21:5). In the 
Siddur the orthodox Jew reads and prays 
every Saturday night the words of Rabbi 
Jochanan: "In every place that you meet 
(or find) the greatness of the Holy One, 
blessed is He, there you find His humil-
ity." How true this was of Jesus Christ 
who was most humble when He offered 
to Israel their greatest boon! 

ARE WE HARD-HEARTED ? 

Why. though, was he finally and com-
pletely rejected? Was there not ample 
reason for this action? Wih irresistible 
force the writer of this Gospel points out 
that the characteristic sin of Israel has 
been and is hardness of heart. The hard-
ness of heart of which Moses accused 
them was similar — only intensified greats 
l'y - to that of which Isaiah accused them 
(Isaiah 6:9,10), and it had its awful 
culmination in that of which Christ ac-
cused Israel. The more Israel rejected 
the light of God presented to them by 
their prophets, the harder became their 
hearts until they sought how to kill Him 
who came to bring light and life to them. 
Here once more the facts of the life of 
Jesus tally with the Old Testament Scrip-
tures. 

If it could be shown that all the events 
relative to the crucifixion of Jesus---yea 
more, even His resurrection and last 
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message --were prewritten by the proph-
ets of Israel, we should expect that there 
would be no one who would deny the 
claims of Jesus. So Matthew proceeds to 
do this very thing. He shows that Christ 
was f orsaken of His disciples according 
to prophecy (Zech. 13:7) ; the very 
amount given for His betryal was specif-
ied by Zechariah ( 11 :13) ; the method 
of the disposal of His garments and the 
idernical words He uttered on the Cross 
were revealed by David (Ps.22:1,8,18) ; 
His resurrection was prefigured in the life 
of Jonah (1:17) ; and finally, His com-
mand to carry the light of His Gospel to 
the Gentiles was in accord with both the 
Abraharnic Covenant (Gen. 12:3) and 
the words of Isaiah (42:1). Even the 
application of the law of compound 
probability would show in the light of 
these facts that Jesus was the One spoken 
of by the Old Testament prophets, the 
Messiah, Immanuel, Son of God, and 
hence worthy of the faith and trust of 
every God-fearing Jew of that day or any 
future day. 

PROOFS WITHOUT NUMBER 

In summarizing, then, Matthew, aware 
that just several points of similarity will 
not prove Jesus of Nazareth to be the 
promised Messiah to a sceptical Jew, 
gives ample proof that Jesus fulfilled all 
Old Testament prophecies concerning 
the Messiah even to the smallest details. 
How can one escape the cumulative effect 
of this evidence except he be devoid of or 
incapable of reason? He must assuredly 
admit that the rejected Jesus of Nazareth 
is of a truth the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God !!!! 

Now, dear readers, "What think ye of 
Christ?" Can you not truthfully say: 
"We have found Him, of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth?" Remember you can 
trust Him for your eternal welfare because 
of what He did for you and me on God's 
sacrificial altar---freeing us forever from 
our sin by laying down His own precious 
life. "Behold, now is the accepted time; 
beheld, now is the day of salvation"! Be-
hold, your King! Behold, your Messiah! 
Behold, your Saviour! 
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SOME JEWISH CHRISTIAN 
but flee? And so, with little money in 
his pocket he hastily fled to Hamburg, 
and from there to New York. His riches 
were only a few dollars, his knowledge of 
English was quite poor, and no friends 
were ready to help him in securing work. 
He sought for work first in New York, 
then in Philadelphia, and failing in these 
large cities he went into the country to 
ask for work on the farm, but failed 
there too. The little money which was 
left to him after these months of hard-
ship, he invested in a peddler's outfit of 
notions, thus turning to that thankless 
trade which seems so suitable for the 
homeless Jew. 

In November, 1£346, the young peddler 
nearing Wilmington, Del., on a cold 
and dreary day, stopped at a house 
not iar from town. In broken English 
he offered his goods, and pity for the poor-
ly clad and wet stranger caused the master 
of the house, Rev. S. M. Gayley, a Pres-
byterian minister, not only to buy some 
of the offered goods, but also to add an 
invitation to dinner; and after dinner, 
when it continued to rain, the kind 
Christian host insisted that the young ped-
ler stay with him overnight. 

This invitation caused great changes in 
a seemingly dark and hopeless life! Dur-
ing the quiet hours of the evening Mr. 
Gayley became acquaintd with his guest 
and discovered to his amazement that 
the poor peddler was a master of He-
brew and several modern languages and 
had studied philosophy and science. 
"Why should so much talent be lost?" 
the preacher thought, and quickly he in-
vited the poor Jew to stay with him un-
til he could secure him suitable employ-
ment. Such employment was soon se-
cured, for a class was formed for him in 
French and German in Lafayette Col-
lege, at Easton, Pa., on January 1, 1847. 

Six weeks Isidor Loewenthal spent in 
the home of his Christian friend, and dur-
ing these weeks he had the first glimpse 
of Christianity and of a Christian home. 
He wrote to Mr. Gayley afterwards: "It 
was at your house, by your earnest 
prayers at family worship, to which I 
first went, half from curiosity, half from 
politeness, by your humble supplications, 
that I was first awakened to apprehend 
my danger, to consider that I had an im-
mortal soul. I began to open the Bible. 
I was astonished. I waited with eager-
ness morning and evening for the sum-
mons to family worship to hear you pray. 
I was more and more convinced that I 
was in the wrong path." 

\Then Loewenthal went to Lafayette 
to take charge of his classes, the minister 
did not forget him, and many a letter 
filled with Christian love and counsel 
went to him. At last the young Jew be-
came convinced of the Messiahship of 
Jesus. Courageously he told his parents 
and in the fall of 1847 he was baptized 
by his friend, Rev. S. M. Gayley. 

In June, 1848, Isidor Loewenthal grad-
uated with honor from Lafayette College, 
and immediately after graduating he be-
came a teacher in the collegiate school at 

Mount Holly, New Jersey, which posi-
tion he retained three years. But God 
was calling him to higher work! He en-
tered Princeton Theological Seminary, 
where he was helped by the Board of 
Education and took a full course, gradu-
ating with highest honors in 1854. His 
peculiar linguistic talents were finely de-
veloped in the seminary, and his class-
mates of almost fifty years ago yet speak 
admiringly of his prodigy of learning. 

Having been licensed by the Presby-
tery of New Brunswick, the attention of 
many congregations was directed toward 
the talented Hebrew Christian, but the 
longing of Loewenthal was to preach the 
gospel to the heathen, and he offered him-
self to the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church. India was the 
field he chose, and to the heathen of In-
dia he was sent as a missionary. 

Lowenthal left New York for India in 
August, 1855. His way led him in close 
proximity to his parents and his family, 
who had never communicated with him 
after he had followed Christ. One more 
effort he made to see his father and his 
mother before he entered upon his 
chosen life work in the Far East, but the 
effort was in vain. Both parents refused 
to see him, and rejected by his own, he 
bravely followed Christ, bearing his 
cross. 

He landed at Peshawer, the most ad-
vanced station of missionary work in Af-
ghanisten at that time, late in the fall of 
1855, the pioneer there and alone with 
his God amid the heathen darkness. 

The quiet, thoroughly consecrated mis-
sionary entered upon his arduous task 
with wonderful zeal and energy. Now it 
became apparent why God had given 
him his wonderful linguistic talents, for 
in a short time Loewenthal had mas-
tered several of the numerous languages 
and dialects of the peculiar field where 
God had placed him. His time was spent 
in studying, writing, translating, preach-
ing and in personally meeting the people. 
The higher class of the Mohammedans 
were delighted to meet the quiet, modest 
Jew and discuss with him the truth as it is 
in Jesus. His influence was great and 
growing in an amazing manner, when 
suddenly the precious life was ended. It 
was in July, 1864, when the sorrowful 
news came to the Presbyterian Church of 
North America that Isidor Loewenthal, 
the faithful laborer in the Master's vine-
yard, had met a violent death by his own 
chowkeydar or watchman. He had been 
shot, whether by accident or with inten-
tion, we cannot decide. 

Isidor Loewenthal, the dwarfed Jewish 
peddler with a large hooked nose, with 
raven hair and black eyes, knocking at 
the door of the Presbyterian minister, 
trying to make a scanty living, in 1846 
- -and the self-same Jew only ten years 
later knocking at the door of heathen 
Asia, the ambassador of Christ, to bring 
the bread of life to dying millions! What 
a change! Truly, God's judgments are 
unsearchable, and His ways past finding 
out. 

 

Dr. Isidor Loewenthal 

Isidor Loewenthal was horn in Posen, 
Prussian Poland, in 1826, the oldest of 
five children. His father was not a re-
ligious man, while his mother loved the 
religion of her fathers and followed the 
prescriptions of the Talmud very closely. 
Young Isidor received an early religious 
training in the Jewish school. A few 
years later he began to attend the gym-
nasium in Posen, where he made rapid 
progress, showing already t he talents 
'waiting full development under 
the touch of the Divine Spirit. When he 
graduated in 1843, his father was not 
able to send him to the universities, 
where the young man desired to 
pursue his studies of languages, and Isi-
dor Loewenthal became a "volunteer

- 
 

in one of the numerous dry goods stores 
- of the city of Posen. Soon he was made 
a regular clerk, and a successful ca-
reer seemed to be open to him. Still he 
was not satisfied. Books were his con-
tinuous companions, and every spare hour 
was spent in study. Dreams of liberty 
and of equality, so common in his coun-
try in those years before the great up-
heaval of 1848 began to influence the 
fiery mind of young Loewenthal. Soon 
he was fully enthused with the idea of 
seeing Poland once more united and 
freed from the hands of oppressing ty-
rants, and in song and story he expressed 
the feelings of his heart most freely, read-
ing his essays and his poetry to kindred 
men whose political club he had joined 
A poem, short, but hotly criticising the 
hated government, was published in a 
daily paper, not with intention, but by 
accident, The outcome of this mistake 
could be,  but imprisonment for life, for 
in those days a criticism of the existing 
government was counted treason pure and 
simple. What could the young clerk do 
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