
THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 
MAY, 1934 
	

JOSEPH HOFFMAN COHN, Editor of English Department 	 VOL. XVI. No_ 9.  

ABIDING MANY DAYS 

By Chas, L. Feinberg 

One of the greatest proofs that the 
Bible is truly God's message to man is the 
accuracy with which it foretells events 
lying far in the future. These pronounce-
ments are not shrewd guesses or the prod-
ucts of human insight. To be able to 
to predict with the minutest of details 
and with absolute precision has ever been 
an activity of God, and of Him alone. 
When Isaiah the prophet was exhorting 
Israel in Babylon to see that their God 
was greater and mightier than the gods 
of Babylon, even though the Babylon-
ians had taken Israel captive from their 
land, he declared: "Let them bring them 
forth, and shew us what shall happen: 
let them shew the former things, what 
they be, that we may consider them, and 
know the latter end of them; or declare 
us things for to come. Shew the things that 
are to come hereafter, that we may know 
that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do 
evil, that we may be dismayed, and be-
hold it together." (Isa.4 1 :22,23). Of 
course, it is evident that they cannot, but 
our God says: "before they spring forth 
I tell you of them"; -yea, I have spoken 
it, I will also bring it to pass; I have pur-
posed it, I will also do it." (Isa.42 :9 ; 
46:1 lb). 

ISRAEL IN PROPHECY 

Nowhere is Bible prophecy more inter-
esting and more full than in its treatment 
of the history of Israel. Unlike any other 
nation, Israel has had its history outlined 
centuries and centuries beforehand. It 
will require only the most hasty reading 
of the final words of Moses in Deuteron-
omy 28-33 inclusive, to realize that here 
the servant of God has sketched out with 
the greatest of exactness the precise course 
of the Jewish nation to this day and for 
many days to come. But our purpose now  

is not to give Israel's prophet:c story in 
entirety, but rather to point out some in-. 
teresting truths from one particular 
age of the Old Testament. We refer to 
Ho, :ea 3 :4, "For the children of Israel 
shall abide many days without a king, 
and wi hout a prince, and without a sac-
rifice, and without an image, and without 
an ephod, and without teraphim.- 

SETTING OF THE PASSAGE 

In order to appreciate the striking 
character of this prophecy we do well to 
look at its setting. In other words, What 
were the conditions that prompted these 
words? To whom are the words ad-
dressed? When were they spoken? Hosea, 
though a prophet to the ten tribes known 
as the northern kingdom or the kingdom 
of Israel, is in this passage speaking of the 
who're nation. In the preceding chapters 
of this book the prophet is symbolizing 
the idolatrous and unfaithful condition 
of Israel as the wife of Jehovah. Israel 
has left her God to play the harlot with 
the idolatrous worship and practices of 
the nations surrounding her. The pro-
phet portrays this condition for Israel by 
taking to himself at the command of the 
Lord an unchaste woman who, true to 
her character, proves unfaithful to the 
married state. Then the prophet, obedient 
to the word of God again, buys back to 
himself this unfaithful wife of his. But 
now she is not to play the l.arlot any long-
er, but to wait "many days" until her 
husband shall again take her to himself. 
In this manner does the prophet depict 
for us the unfathomable and boundless 
love of Jehovah God for Israel His un-
faithful people. Then the application is 
brought to a close where we see that the 
"abiding many days" of the prophet's 
wife is meant to convey the condition of 
Jehovah's wife for "many days-. It 
should be noted that no definite time is 
specified for the state mentioned above, 
but rather is attention drawn to the 
;ndefinite character of the period. There 
remains yet one more question to be ans-
wered, When were these words spoken? 
If such a condition of Israel had been 
Pronounced fifty or a hundred years ago, 
there would be little importance attached 

it, for these circumstances were existing 
at the time. The same would be true of a 
statement made fifteen hundred years 
ago. But when we consider that the pro-
phet was speaking practically eight cent-
uries before our common era - - he pro-
phesied during and after the Assyrian 
captivity of the northern kingdom - - and 
about conditions so detailed in their char-
acter, the true nature of these words im-
presses itself upon us most forcefully. 
This was a remarkable prophecy, and is 
nothing short of one of the most discern.. 
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ing statements of the present day cond"--
ition of Israel that has ever been evert 
by God in His Word. 

WITHOUT A KING 

Let us now consider briefly what the 
passage teaches on the surface, as it w 
then we shall follow with a some 
extended discussion of each of the p 
First of all, the Scripture records 
"the children of Israel shall abide maw 
days". There is manifestly no specific 
time limit stated when Israel shall cease 
from this state of affairs. But their abiding  
for a long period is to be characterized 
by those things which immediately follow 
in three pairs: "without a king, and with-
out a prince" - - referring to an absence 
of civil polity and government whether 
of the higher form or of the lower; "with- 

out a sacrifice, and without an image" - - 
speaking of the cessation of the Levitical 
ministrations in the temple as well as the 
idolatrous images which were imitations 
of those existing ansong the heathen; 
"without an ephod, and without tem,. 
phim-  - - pointing to the lack of a high--
priesthood whereby the mind of God 
could be sought for guidance, as well' as 
an absence of idolatrous means of fore-
casting events. In short, Israel is: to be 
without any form of either civil.  or relig-
ious polity. We now turn to a separate 
study of each of the three pairs noted 
above. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

AGAIN THE CRUCIFIXION GHOST 

Lewis Browne has written a new bock. 
(t is entitled "How Odd of God". Once 
more the riddle of the Jew is tackled and 
once more the solution is a flat failure. 
the American Hebrew prints in its issue 
of April 13th a review of the book, by 
Walter Hart aumcnthal. Mr. Elemen-
thal is not at all satisfied wills the hook 
either, and shows up its inconsistencies 
and fallacies. But Mr. Blumenthal's crit-
icisms introduce another element which 
presents even a more grotesque fallacy 
than any of these he seeks to fasten on 
Mr. Browne. • From Mr. Blumenthal's re-
view we quote a few sentences:- 

Mr. Browne intimates that the ave:age 
Jew is cleverer and brainier, more ambit-
ious and more indefatigable than the aver-
age Christian. But he might have dwelt 
more largely on that point, for it was a 
faculty developed v, ithin the Jew from 
without through persecution that endowed 
him with these compensatory attributbes. 
What we mean to point out is that there 
was, a priori, no better equipment bestow-
ed on the Jew mentally and physically, 
that he is not a superior being biologically. 
T: e qualities ascribed to him and which 
have enabled him to survive were those 
acquired as the result of the discrimina-
tions and herding imposed upon him by 
Christians through countless generations. 

All this is trite enough and nothing new. 
There is a far deeper reason that seems 
to answer the riddle better. It is the cru-
cifixion story. And th's also, be it said, has 
nothing to do with the Jew inherently. It 
may be said that he has been kept alive 
because of the implacable animosity fost-
ered for well nigh 2,000 years on this score. 
It is almost impossible to contemplate the 
course of history since the beginning of 
the Christian era if the figure of Jesus had 

entered into the panorama of man- 
It is the baseless and unproven as- 

of the crucified Jew as the blood- 
his brethren that has neen-perpet- 

as an unjust stigma against Israel. 
An this, it is, perhaps more than any 
other cause, that accounts for the sur-
vival and dislike that are the mutual boon 
and curse of the Jewish people. 

Why are we Jews so willing to deceive 
oursdves? And why will we not face the 
facts squarely instead of finding some 
alibi or scaring up some ghost to walk 
for us? What will Mr. Blumenthal do 
with such stubborn facts as these:- Egypt 
hated the Jews long before there ever 
was a crucifixion story! Babylon hated the 
Jews long before the Lord Jesus Christ 
ever appeared en the stree•s of Jerusalem! 
Rome trampled her iron heel of tyranny 
and deopotism upon the soil of Judea 
23 years before the crucifixion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

And what will Mr. Blumenthal do with 
the scores of solemn and terror-striking 
warnings given to our Jewish people by 
God through Moses, over and over again, 
of which a chap`er like Deut. 28 is a 
fearful example? Let us quote just a few 
verses: 

"And ye shall be left few in number, 
whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for 
multitude; because thou wouldest not obey 
the voice of the Lord thy God. And it Shall  

corm to pass, that as the Lora rejoiced 
over you to do you good, and to multiply 
you; so the Lord will rejoice over you to 
destroy you, and to bring you to naught; 
and e shall be plucked from off the land 
whither thou goest to posses it. And the 
Lord shall scatter thee among all people, 
from the one end of the earth even unto 
t ,e other; tiod there thou shalt serve 
other gods, which neither thou nor thy 
fathers have knowh, even wood and stone. 
And among these nations shalt thou find 
no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot 
have r(st; but the Lord shall give thee 
there a trembling he7,.rt. and failing of 
eyes, and sorrow of mind": Deut. 28:62-65. 

These terrible words were written 2000 
years before there was a crucifixion. What 
will Mr. Browne do with such words, 
and what will Mr. Blumenthal do with 
such words? Is it not more honest to face 
the facts and realize that we as a nation 
have sinned against God, not only in the 
rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ, not 
only .  in having had a part in His cru-
cifixion, but in many centuries of ds-
obedience to His will? 

Not' ing is gained by denying in toto, 
and by calling a myth, the sad story of 
the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hear the words of a Jew on this point, 
and remember that he was a Jew who 
loved his fellow Jews, and gave his life 
as a martyr; His name was Peter, and he 
was a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and was an eve witness to the cruc'fix-
ion, so he ought to know what he is talk-
ing about. His words are found in Acts 
3:14, 15 :- 

"But ye denied the Holy One and the 
Just, and desired a murderer to be grant-
ed unto You; And killed the Prince of life, 
whom God hath raised from the dead; 
whereof we are witnesses." 

But this same Jew, full of heart-break-
ing love and tenderness for his fellow 
brethren, adds one other verse to explain 
why our forefathers had part in such 
proceedings, for he says:- 

"And now, brethren, I wot that through 
ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. 
But those things, which God before' had 
spewed by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Christ should suffer, he bath so ful-
filled Repent ye therefore, and be con-
verted. that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord; and he 
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you". Acts 3:17, 18, 19, 20. 

Dear Jewish readers, is it not better 
to trust the Word of God than the words 
of men? Has not God be:n our protector 
through all of the years of our history? 
Did nct God deliver us o'it of Egypt? 
Did God not take us out of Babylon? Has 
not God preserved us through these years 
of massacre and bloodshed so that we are 
still a people kept apart for Him? Then 
why not realize that we are kept by the 
miracslous power of God and that He is 
ready to take us back to Himself the 
very moment we come to Him in hu-
mility, in repentence, in confession, "We 
have sinned, we ask forgiveness through 
the Lord Jesus Christ." 

REAL CHRISTIANS LOVE THE JEWS 

One other point needs clarifying in this 
connection:- if our Jewish leaders and 
writers are so anxious to clear us from 
any blame in connection with the cruci-
fixion of the Lord Jesus Christ, and if 
they are so anxious to deny all suggestion 
of the crucifixion having been partici-
pated in by Jews as well as Gentiles, 
then why are they not consistent? Why 
do they not accept the Lord Jesus Christ? 
If Christ were to come to America today 
would these Jewish rabbis and writers 
acclaim Him as their Saviour? He him-
self asserted boldly and without the least 
shadow of doubt that He was the Son of 
God. Will these Jewish writers believe 
Him? If they would not believe Him now, 
how can we give serious consideration to 
their claim that our forefathers believed 
Him then? 

Let us he honest! Either He was the 
Son of God or He was an imposter! If 
the Lord Jesus Christ were an imposter, 
then let our Jewish rabbis be brave 
enough and manly enough to prove this 
to the world, and then announce that as 
an imposter the Lord Jesus Christ de-
served the death sentence. If cn the other 
hand we seek to deny the Jewish part in 
the crucifixion, then let us say in all hon-
esty that the Lord Jesus Christ was the 
Son of God, and therefore we Jews 
should accept Him as Lord and Saviour. 

As for the silly charge that the Christ-
ians hate the Jews because "of the cru-
cifixion story," may we say here and now, 
that for over 25 years we have mingled 
among the finest Christian people in all 
parts of America. We have yet to hear 
for the first time a real Christian express 
hatred for the Jew, on account "of the 
crucifixion story,-  or on any other ac-
count, for that matter. 

Dear reader, what is your answer? 
Shall you continue to be lead by blind 
leaders, or will you submit yourself to 
the truth which God is willing to reveal 
to you through His own Holy Word, if 
only you wish it? 

OUR TRACTS: 

1. The Voice Crieth. 
2. What is His Name? 
3. Cain and Abel. 
4. Behol.(1 a Virgin. 
5. To both Houses of Israel. 
6. The Argument. 
7. The Trinity. 
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Send us 25c. in coin or Stamps and 
we will mail you a 40c New Testa-
ment in Hebrew, Yiddish or English. 
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