
J 40 CTS. WORTH FOR 25 CTS. 

Send us 25c. in coin or Stamps 

and we will mail you a 40c. New 

Testament in Hebrew, Yiddish 

or English. 

Address: 

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 
VOL. XVIII No. 5 
	

JOSEPH HOFFMAN COHN, Editor of English Department 	 JANUARY, 1936 

HE WAS CAPTAIN OF AN ARMY: 

BUT HE WAS A LEPER 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the 
king of Syria, was a great man with his 
master, and honourable, because by him 
the LORD had given deliverance unto 
Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, 
but he was a leper. And the Syrians had 
gone out by companies, and had brought 
away captive out of the land of Israel a 
little maid; and she waited on Naaman's 
wife. And she said unto her mistress, 
Would God my lord were with the prophet 
that is in Samaria! for he would recover 
him of his leprosy. And one went in, and 
told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said 
the maid that is of the land of Israel. And 
the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I 
will send a letter unto the king of Israel. 
And he departed, and took with him ten 
talents of silver, and six thousand pieces 
of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And 
he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 
saying, Now when this letter is come unto 
thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman 
to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his 
leprosy. And it came to pass, when the 
king of Israel had read the letter, that he 
rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to 
kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
send unto me to recover a man of his lep-
rosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and 
see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 
And it was so, when Elisha the man of 
God had heard that the king of Israel had 
rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore halt thou rent thy 
clothes? let him come now to me, and he 
shall know that there is a prophet in 
Israel. So Naaman came with his horses 
and with his chariot, and stood at the 
door of the house of Flisha.  And Elisha 
sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and 
wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh 
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt 
be clean. But Naaman was wroth, and 
went away, and said, Behold, I thought, 
He will surely come out to me, and stand, 
and call on the name of the LORD his 
God, and strike his hand over the place, 
and recover the leper. Are not Abana and 
Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel? may I not wash 
in them, and be clean? So he turned and 
went away in a rage. And his servants 
came near, and spake unto him, and said, 
My father, if the prophet had bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldest thou not 
have done it? how much rather then, when 
he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 
Then went he down, and dipped himself 
seven times in Jordan, according to the 
saying of the man of God: and his flesh 
came again like unto the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean. II Kings 5:1-14. 

To the reader of these lines:- May we 
ask you a question? Are you a spiritual 
leper? Naaman, the captain of all the 
armies of Syria; Naaman, a great man, an 
honorable man, a mighty man in valor; 
this Naaman was a leper! 

And a little Jewish girl, a maid in at-
tendance upon Naaman's wife, remem-
bered there was a prophet whose name 
was Elisha, and that God through the 
prophet could do miracles. And this little 
girl boldly, without being afraid of what 
the Syrian enemy might do to her, a help-
less little Jewish girl, heaved a sigh and 
said, -Would God my lord were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria! For he 
would recover him of his leprosy." 

And Naaman went t o Elisha, and 
Elisha told him to do a most ridiculous 
thing, "Go and wash in Jordan seven 
times!" But Naaman was too proud to do 
such a foolish thing as that! The great 
Naaman, with all of his money, all of his 
position in the army of Syria, all of his 
power before the king, this Naaman to 
go into the muddy stream of Jordan? He 
would never do that! But Naaman was 
a leper, and something must be done to 
get rid of leprosy. It is said that a drown-
ing man will grasp at a straw in his des-
peration. So Naaman finally decided he 
would humiliate himself and would go to 
that dirty Jordan and try this piece of 
nonsense. And lo and behold, he was 
healed I 

Are you a leper? Perhaps you have 
plenty of money, perhaps you are away 
up in the world of commerce, in bank-
ing, in politics, but way down in your 
soul. Are you a leper? Is there something 
like a canker-worm eating at the vitals 
of your soul? Are you quite sure that all 
your good works, the money you give to 
the poor, the days you spend in fasting, 
the hours you spend in the synagogue or 
the temple, are you sure down in your 
heart that these things have given you 
a guarantee for your future life? If you 
should be called upon to meet your God 
face to face tonight, are you quite sure 
that you will be able to meet Him with 
a soul free from leprosy? 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the only one in 
all the history of the world who has pro-
vided for your soul a sure cure for lep-
rosy. It is He who told our Jewish fore-
fathers "I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me." John 14:6. 

It is a simple thing, it is so simple that 
many of our smartest Jews laugh at it, 
and ridicule it, just as Naaman the leper 
ridiculed the dipping of himself in the 
muddy stream called Jordan. But the 
fact that Naaman considered that an ab-
surdity did not in any way change the 
all important truth that as soon as he be-
lieved the prophet, he was made whole. 

So, dear reader, do not laugh at the 
missionary today who is trying to tell 
you just as earnestly and simply as Elisha 
told Naaman, what is God's cure for your 
disease. The cure is not hard to take, it 
does not cost great sums of money, it 
does not require that you shall be a smart 
man nor a rich man nor a man with great 
power; it requires only that you shall be-
come as humble and as teachable and as 
obedient as the great Naaman became, 
and then do that which that great Jewish 
Christian, Paul, told a Gentile keeper 
of a jail to do, "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved." Acts16: 
31. 

Dear Jewish reader, will you believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ or will you re-
main a spiritual leper? 

THE CHALLENGE 

How long shall we Jews forsake God? 
How long shall it be said of us as God 
said through Isaiah 65:2, "I have spread 
out my hands all the day unto a rebell-
ious people, which walketh in a way that 
was not good, after their own thoughts." 
Is it not time for us to do what Hosea 
begs us to do, when he says, -0 Israel, 
return unto the Lord thy God; for thou 
hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with 
you words, and turn to the Lord; say unto 
Him, take away all iniquity, and receive 
us graciously; so will we return the calves 
of our lips." 

Then, think what a happy redeemed 
people we shall be, for then only will 
there be fulfilled to us the promise of 
Zechariah 8:23, "In those days it shall 
come to pass that ten men shall take hold 
out of all languages of the nations, even 
shall take hold him that is a Jew, saying, 
we will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you." 

,Mr. Jewish Rabbi, was there ever a 
time in your career when ten Gentiles 
came to you asking that you shall show 
them the way to God? Why not? 
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MY RE-BIRTH 
version, I felt an urge to preach the 
Gospel to others, But I was afraid to tell 
it to my father. For three long years I was 
silent and unhappy. I often prayed that 
God would fill me with the Holy Spirit, 
so that I could witness for Him at home. 
1 finally, cn Monday, August 12, 1935, 
God led me to tell my father of my con • 
icticn. Oh, how I trembled. To my great 

surprise, my father listened quietly. I 
asked him why Jews and Gentiles hate 
each other. And he answered, -If the 
Gentiles would only obey the teachings 
of Jesus, we wouldn't hate but love each 
other.-  This was rather a remarkable 
statement for my father to male. e. He told 
me of his bitter experiences with Gentiles 
in Russia. I tried to thew him the differ-
ence between Gentiles and Christians. 
But he could not understand that. He had 
never met a real Christian, one who really 
loves the Jew. I asked him to read Isaiah 
53 in Hebrew. He began to read, but 
stopped suddenly and said that the Christ-
ians interpreted that chapter differently. 
During this conversation, my father was 
very quiet. I had never thought 1 would 
be able to speak so long with him. 
Finally he said that he had suspected my 
conversion for a long time, that my mind 
had become poisoned by my Christian 
friends, and that if I persisted in my 
activities, I would have to leave home. 
My step-mother pleaded with me, why 
had I told my 65 year old father this 
story? Could I not have hid these facts 
from him? She asked me to think things 
over, retract my confession, stay at homy 
and obey my father. I thought of Matt-
hew 10:37 "He that loveth father and 
mother more than me is not worthy of 
me,-  and I went to work. When I re• 
turned home that night, my father asked 
for my decision. I told him I could not 
retract. He insisted I leave home immed-
iately, I grabbed what I could and left 
my family in tears. I knew not where to 
go, but God be praised, He led me to 
Christian friends, who took care of me 
for several days. I managed to go home 
a few days later for my clothes. My 
father was away and my mother's last 
words were "You can always come home. 
This door is always open. Only retract 
and obey your father." But I could not 
return under those conditions. 

And now the Lord in His infinite good-
ness has made it possible for me to attend 
a Bible School in New York City and 
study for Christian service. At last I am 
happy in the Lord Jesus Christ. God led 
me to step out on faith and then He step-
ped in to help me. What He has in store 
for me, I do not know, I can only put my 
trust in Him and obey. May I end my 
testimony with Romans 8:38,39. For, I am 
persuaded, that neither death nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. 
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Gospel meetings every Monday, and Friday 
Evening at 8 o'clock. Come and bring you: 
friends. A warm welcome and a real blessing 
await you. 

by Joseph Berkowitz 

I was born of orthodox Jewish parents 
on the lower East side of New York City. 
From the age of six until I was confirmed, 
I attended Hebrew School. But to my 
great sorrow, although I advanced from 
kindergarten to the study of Talmud, I 
was not taught to speak or write Hebrew. 
It was an old-fashioned school, where 
they spared neither the rod nor the child. 
My parents were very religious and I 
tried earnestly to follow in their foot-
steps. 

In 1924, when I was 19 years of age, 
I decided to study agriculture at the 
State Agriculture Colege at Farmingdale, 
L. I. It was my first experience living 
among Gentiles. Once a year for three 
years, the entire student body was re-
quired to attend the baccalaureate service 
for the graduating class. These were held 
in Protestant Churches. It marked the 
first time in my life that I had ever at-
tended Church, the first time I had ever 
heard about Jesus. It made a very deep 
impression on my mind. 

In September of 1931, I joined the 
Bronx Union Y. M. C. A. I made friends 
there immediately. One of them invited 
me to a meeting at the Tremont Baptist 
Church in the Bronx. The young people 
were very glad to see me. I began to at-
tend church service. I knew very little 
about Jesus' teachings. But something 
was drawing me to Him. The friendliness 
of these dear people overwhelmed me. 
I felt that if Christ could make Himself-
so manifest in the hearts of these people, 
I too wanted to be a follower of Christ. 
And right then and there, I accepted Him 
in my heart as my personal Saviour from 
sin. 

From the very beginning of my con- 
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