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WHAT HE SUFFERED FOR ME 

Rev. G. A. Griswood 

PART II 

He suffered the injustice of the Roman 
law. 

He suffered the vehement accusation and 
the blaspheming. 

He suffered the blindfolding and the 
striking. 

He suffered the purple robe, the crown of 
thorns, and the false homage. 

He suffered the envy of the Pharisees, the 
release of Barrabas, and the chastise-
ment of Pilate. 

He suffered under the weight of His 
cross, and the torture of crucifixion. 

He suffered the railing of the malefactors, 
with the deriding of the religionists. 

He suffered the full sentence of Divine 
law, and the curse of hanging on a tree. 

He suffered the nudity and the gambling 
for His raiment. 

He suffered the intensified hatred of the 
devil. 

He suffered the unmitigated wrath of a 
sin-hating and thrice-Holy God. 

He suffered the vinegar and the gall. 

He suffered the pangs of desolation, the 
sorrow of isolation and the anguish of 
separation. 

He suffered the withdrawal of the 
Father's face. 

He suffered the torment of a forsaken 
soul. 

He suffered the burnings of eternal wrath. 

He suffered the results of a violent death, 
the severance from His mother and His 
disciples. 

He suffered the thrusting of the Roman 
spear. 

He suffered the excruciating thirst. 

Messiah's holy soul shrank with ab-
horrence under the ignominious death 
at the hands of the sinful men He came to 
save. All the waves and billows of Divine 
indignation rolled over His Holy head as 
He bore the curse of my sins upon that 
cruel tree. "Deep calleth unto deep at 
the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy 
waves and thy billows are gone over me.-
Psa. 42:7. "Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by? behold, and see of there be any 
sorrow like unto my sorrow," Lhm. 1:12. 

In those awful three hours of darkness 
on the cross, Messiah suffered the equiv-
alent of that eternal darkness to which all  

unbelievers must go. "The blackness of 
darkness forever." Jude 13. He suffered 
all this for my sins. He died a sacrificial, 
vicarious and substitutionary death to 
cleanse me from every sin. "Surely He 
hath borne our (my) griefs, and carried 
our (my) sorrows." Isa.53:4. 

Can you reject such suffering and such 
matchless love? Can you reject your Sin-
bearer, God's sacrifice for sin - - Messiah 
the Kinsman - - Redeemer? He died an 
atoning death, thereby making atone-
ment for my sins. 

"For the life of the flesh is in the blood, 
and I have given it to you upon the altar 
to make atonement for your souls; for it 
is the blood that maketh atonement by 
reason of the life." Lev. 1'7:11. Hebrew 
translation. 

Messiah "poured out His soul unto 
death". He was "numbered with the 
transgressors and made intercession for 
the transgressors.-  Isa. 53:12. The life 
of the flesh is in the blood and Messiah 
poured out His blood (life) in death. 
"When thou shalt make his soul an offer-
ing for sin." Isa 53:10. 1 know He died for 
Israel! I know He died for the Gentiles! 
But the part that melts my soul in un-
worthy contrition is the fact He died for 
me, and that it was my sin, my iniquity 
and my transgression that sent Him to 
the cross, that He was suffering under 
the penalty of the law that I had broken 
but which He Himself had kept. It is 
when I realize that it wasn't the Roman 
spikes that held Him there, but that it 
was His matchless, superlative love that 
constrained Him to stay there and die in 
my room and stead, then I am forced to 
cry out with Newton, and say, 

I saw one hanging on a tree, 
In agony and blood; 
He fixed His languid eyes on me, 
As near His cross I stood. 

Sure, never, till my latest breath, 
Can I forget that look: 
It seemed to charge me with His death, 
Tho' not a word He spoke. 

A second look He gave, which said, 
'I freely all forgive: 
This blood is for thy ransom paid, 
I die that thou may'st live.' 

I have accepted all that Messiah has 
done for me, and in His grace I rest, 
having sweet peace and eternal life, de-
livered from the wrath to come, safe 
forevermore. And when I am discouraged 
and down-cast, and suffer reproach, I 
think of His sufferings and His promise 
to me, "If we suffer, (with Him) we shall 
also reign with Him." 2 Tim. 2:12. What 
the world needs in these days of de-
pression, of unrest and uncertainty, of 
war and political upheaval, and of re-
ligious confusion is not a new Messiah, or 
the False Messiah, but the Messiah of 
God - - King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

So then, let us listen to the voice of the 
Eternal speaking through His holy pro-
phet Isaiah, as he calls us back to God. 

Come now, let us reason together, saith the 
Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
Isa. 1:18 Hebrew translation. 

Happy is he whose transgression is for-
given, whose sin is pardoned. Happy is the 
man unto whom the Lord counteth not 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile. Psa. 32:1-2 Hebrew translation. 

For Messiah also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit. 	I Peter 3:18. 

What think ye of the Messiah and His 
sufferings for you? Is He not worthy of 
your immediate acceptance? 

A DRINK FROM THE FOUNTAIN 

"Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life." John 4:14. 

And one of the company said unto him, 
Master, speak to my brother ,that he 
divide the inheritance with me. And he 
said unto him, Man, who made me a 
judge or a divider over you? And he 
said unto them, Take heed, and beware 
of covetousness: for a man's life con-
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth. And he spake a 
parable unto them, saying, The ground 
of a certain rich man brought forth plenti-
fully: And he thought within himself, say-
ing, What shall I do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my fruits? 

And he said, This will I do: I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater; and 
there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, 
this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided? So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God. 	Luke 12:13-22. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth where moth and rust cloth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through 
and steal: But lay up for yourselves treas-
ures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not beak through nor steal: For where 
your treasure is, there will your heartbe 
also. 	Matt. 6:19-21. 
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CAIN'S RELIGION OR ABEL'S? 

By Dr. Charles L. Feinberg 

There i s a very familiar incident, 
briefly and simply told, in the fourth 
chapter of Genesis. This is the story: 

"And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but 
Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in 
process of time it came to pass, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an offer-
ing unto Jehovah. And Abel, he also 
brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
the fat thereof. And Jehovah had respect 
unto Abel and to his offering: but unto 
Cain and to his offering he had not re-
spect. And Cain was very wroth ,and his 
countenance fell. And Jehovah said unto 
Cain, Why are thou Nvioth ? and why is 
thy countenance fallen? If thou doest. 
well, shall it not be lifted up? and if thou 
doest not well, sin coucheth at the door; 
and unto thee shall be its desire; but do 
thou rule over it. And Cain told Abel his 
brother. And it came to pass, when they 
were in the field. that Cain rose up against 
Abel his brother, and slew lain." 

This is a simple story, is it not? But God's 
Word is not given to us merely to tell us 
interesting stories. What truth is there 
here for us? There must be some reason 
why God did not accept Cain's offering 
and did favor that of Abel. 

First of all, both Cain and Abel had 
the same parents and the same privileges 
of home life. This could not be the cause 
of the difference. Secondly, both their 
occupations, though they differed, were 
honest and honorable. Abel was an hon-
orable shepherd, and Cain was a respect-
able farmer. Third, it cannot be said that 
Cain had no regard for God at all, be-
cause we read that he brought an offer-
ing to God. Fourthly, it cannot be that 
he was jealous of his brother, because 
he became jealous after God had not re-
ceived his offering, and not before. God's 
rejection of his offering was the cause of 
the jealousy, and not the result. Fifthly, 
nor must we think that Cain brought of 
the poorest of his produce, while Abel 
brought of the firstlings of the flock, be-_ 
ca•ose the record in the Bible does not 
describe Cain's offering. What then must 
be the reason for the difference that God 
plainly made between them? 

SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

The reason for God's attitude lies in 
the difference of offerings. Cain brought 
of the fruit of the ground and God was 
not satisfied with it; Abel brought of 
the firstlings of his flock and God was 
pleased with it. In the first place, why 
did Cain and Abel bring offerings to 
God at all? This they must have learned 
from their parents. Adam and Eve had 
found out to their own sorrow what. trans 
gressing the commandment of God meant. 
It involved the wrath of God and sep-
aration I rom Him. In order to remedy the 
situation and the effects of sin, Adam 
and Eve had made themselves aprons of 
fig lea .: es, the work of their own hands. 
But God showed them that the way sin 
must be dealt with is through the shed-
ding of blood, because He made them 
coats of skins from animals that had been 
killed and whose blood had been ,hed. 
Cain and Abel had undoubtedly heard 
all this from their parents. Now,. when 
they came to bring their offering to God 
in order that He might be favorable to 
them, they should have kept this import-
ant fact in mind. Abel did and acted 
upon it; Cain did not. God, then, in all 
impartiality a n d consistency refused 
Cain's offering. Cain was willing to de-
pend on what his own hands had done. 

How he reminds us of so many of our 
Jewish brethren (and perhaps you too, 
dear Jewish reader) who are trusting to 
their own works and deeds to make them 
pleasing to God, while what God wants 
is a blood sacrifice for sins1 And God 
Himself has provided it in the blessed 
Messiah who died for the sins of all our 
Jewish people, and the world as well. 

Cain was told by God the right way: 
-A sin offering lieth at the door.-  Gen. 
4:7. In the Hebrew, sin and sin offering 

are the same word, nrimn'• 

The offering was right there for Cain 
to use, but he refused it. Will you like--
wise refuse the blessed sacrifice that God 
made for us when He offered up His only 
begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ? The 
Word of God tells us, when it speaks 
about this wonderful thing which the 
Lord Jesus Christ did for us, 

For He hath made Him to be sin for us, 
Who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him. II Cor. 
5:21. 

Whom will you follow? Cain, or Abel? 
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