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WHERE IS THE BLOOD? 

An old Jew speaks his mind 
to the younger generation. 

This is Passover week among you, my 
Jewish brethren, and I am thinking how 
you will be observing it. You will have to 
put away all leaven from your houses; 
you will eat the Matzoth - - unleavened 
wafers - - and the roasted lamb. You will 
attend the synagogue and carry out the 
ritual and direction of the Talmud. 

But you forget, my brethren, that you 
have everything except that which Je-
hovah required first of all. He did not 
say, "When I see the leaven put away", 
or"When I see you eat the Matzoth", 
or "When I see you go to the synagogue". 
His word was, "When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you.-  Ah, my brethren, 
you cannot substitute anything for this. 
You must have the blood. 

BORN IN PALESTINE 

I was born in Palestine, nearly seventy 
years ago. As a child I was taught to read 
the law, the Psalms and the prophets. 
attended the synagogue and learned Heb-
rew from rabbis. I believed what I was 
told, that ours was the true and only 
religion; but as I grew older and studied 
the law more intently, I was struck by 
the place the blood had in all ceremonies 
outlined there, and equally struck by its 
utter absence in the ritual to which I was 
brought up. Again and again I read 
Exodus 12 and Leviticus 16 and 17, and 
the latter chapters especially made me 
tremble, as I thought of the great day of 
atonement and the place the blood had 
there. Day and night one verse would 
ring in my ears: "It is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul." I 
knew I had broken the law. I needed 
atonement. Year after year, on the Day of 
Atonement, I beat my breast as I con-
fessed the need of havinc,  my sins for-
given. But I knew it would have to be by 
blood. And there was no blood! 

In my distress I at last opened my heart 
to a learned and venerable rabbi. He told 
me that God was angry with His people. 
Jerusalem was in the hands of the Gent-
iles, the temple was destroyed, and a 
Mohammedan Mosque was reared up in 
its place. The only spot on this earth 
where we dared shed the blood of sacri-
fice, in acc9rdance with Deuteronomy 12 
and Leviticus 17, was desecrated, and 
our nation scattered. That was why there 
was no blood. God had Himself closed 
the way to carry out the solemn service 
of the great Day of Atonement. Now we 
must turn to the Talmud, and rest on its 
instructions, and trust in the mercy of 
God and the merits of the fathers. 

NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD 

I tried to be satisfied, but could not. 

Someihing seemed to say that the law 
was unaltered, even though our temple 
was destroyed. Nothing else but blood 
could atone for the soul. We dare not 
shed blood for atonement elsewhere than 
in the place the Lord had chosen. Then 
we were left without an atonement at all I 
The thought filled me with horror. In my 
distress I consulted many other rabbis. I 
had but one great question "Where can 
I find the blood of atonement?" 

I was over thirty years of age when I 
left Palestine and came to Constantinople, 
with my still unanswered question ever 
before my mind, and my soul exceedingly 
troubled about my sins. 

One night I was walking down one of 
the narrow streets of that city, when I saw 
a sign telling of a meeting for Jews. 
Curiosity led me to open the door and go 
in. Just as I took a seat I heard a man 
say, "The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin.-  It was my first 
introduction to Christianity, but I listened 
breathlessly as the speaker told how God 
had declared that "Without shedding of 
blood is no remission", that He had given 
His only begotten Son, the spotless Lamb 
of God, to die, and all who trusted in His 
blood were forgiven of their iniquities. 
This was the Messiah of the fifty-third 
chapter of Isaiah; this was the Sufferer 
of Psalm 22. 

AT LAST I FOUND IT 

Ah, my brethren, 1 had found the blood 
of atonement at last. I trusted it, and now 
I love to read the New Testament and 
see how all the shadows of the law are 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. His blood has 
been shed for sinners. It has satisfied 
God, and it is the only means of salvation 
for either Jew or Gentile. 

To my Jewish friend and brother in the 
flesh:- Have you yet found the blood of 
atonement? Are you trusting in God's 
smitten Lamb? God says:- 

"When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you." Exodus 12:13. "It is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul." Lev. 
17:11. "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." I John 1:7. 
"We have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins." Col. 1:14. 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

HOW A FOOL DIES 

by 

Dr. Charles L. Feinberg 

There are few men who would feel 
complimented if they were told that they 
were living as fools. Even less would they 
care to be informed that they were dying 
as fools. Yet, many more people than we 
think are not only living as fools, but are 
dying as fools. 

In 2 Samuel 3:33 we read these words: 
"Died Abner as a fool dieth?" There 
are very few places in the Bible where 
we read of one dying as a fool, but wher-
ever it is mentioned, the reason is clear. 
What was the occasion here for these 
words? 

From the reading of the passage we 
note that these were the words of the 
great King David after Joab, the captain 
of his army had killed Abner, the former 
captain of King Saul's army, in the gate 
of Hebron. Abner had come - - now that 
his master was dead - - to confer with 
David in regard to gaining for David 
the allegiance of all Israel. Joab had slain 
Abner because the latter had killed Asa-
hel, brother of Joab ,in the battle at Gib-
eon. Joab was avenging the death of his 
own brother. 

BLOOD MUST BE AVENGED 

We have explained somewhat briefly 
the occasion of Abner's death. But why 
did David lament him as one that had 
died as a fool? First of all, we must re-
member that it was customary in the East 
from time immemorial that if a Man were 
slain, the duty of avenging his blood 
rested as a real obligation and respons-
ibility upon the shoulders of his closest 
relative. The Bible did not recommend 
or countenance this avenging of a rela-
tive's death, but it did attempt to provide 
certain regul-';ons, so that there would 
be less abukt,  in this custom, already ex-
isting among the people. 

So we find that before the people of 
Israel had entered the land of Canaan after  

their exodus from Egypt, Moses through 
God's instruction, commanded our fore-
fathers that when they came to the land 
of Palestine, they should set aside cities 
of refuge. There were certain regulations 
connected with them. They were to be 
six cities chosen in the territory of land 
that belonged to the tribe of Levi. They 
were to be places where the manslayer 
could flee from the avenger of blood. But 
the manslayer had to be one that did the 
slaying without previous intention to kill. 

THE KILLER COULD AVOID DEATH 

In this way, God was assuring the inno-
cent man the privilege of a trial in the 
city of refuge before the avenger of blood, 
who in his heat and anger would not 
properly weigh the merits of the case, 
would kill him. Of course ,if the offic-
ials of the cities of refuge found that the 
manslayer had killed intentionally, they 
would not harbor the criminal, but mete 
out to him the just penalty of the law. 
There was a final regulation: the innocent 
manslayer was to remain in the city of 
refuge until the death of the high priest; 
if he undertook to leave his place of 
refuge and was killed by the avenger of 
blood, the blame was to rest on his own 
shoulders. He should have remained in 
the city of refuge. 

Now let us see how this applies to Joab 
and Abner. Abner had killed Asahel; and 
Joab as the brother of the slain was the 
recognized avenger of blood. Abner, 
then, should have remained in one of the 
cities of refuge. One of these cities was 
Hebron, where he had gone to visit 
David. According ,to the commandment 
he should have remained there and been 
safe from the vengeance of Joab. Instead 
of that, he left the city, and Joab killed 
him in the very gate of the city! 
Was he not, then, a fool? Did he not die 
as a fool? He was in the very gate of the 
place of his refuge; he knew Joab to be 
the avenger of blood; and yet he did not 
take advantage of his place of shelter. 
He refused its protection and was killed. 

FLEE TO THE REFUGE 

What is the application to us, to you,' 
dear Jewish reader? There is a distinct 
application. Because of our sins and in-
iauities ,according to God's unchangeable 
Word, we are under the righteous wrath 
of God. But God, true to His promises 
and His love for us, has sent us our long-
awaited Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, to 
free us from our sins. God has made Him 
our place of shelter and refuge from all 
judgment. Yet how many have refused 
this wonderful and gracious provision! 
Are you too, dear Jewish reader`, like 
Abner, going to be so near the place of 
refuge, yet refuse to accept His shelter? 
Why should you die as a fool? Accept 
the Messiah's work for you as a sacrifice 
for sin on the cross and be safe from the 
judgment of God's wrath. Instead of 
dying as a fool, you will live with God's 
Messiah throughout eternity. And the time 
to flee to the refuge is NOW. 

A DRINK FROM THE FOUNTAIN 

"Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life." John 4:14. 

Speak ye unto all the congregation 
of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this 
month they shall take to them every man 
a lamb, according to the house of their 
fathers, a lamb for a house: And if the 
household be too little for the lamb, let 
him and his neighbour next unto his 
house take it according to the number of 
the souls; every man according to his 
eating shall make your count for the 
lamb. Your lamb shall be without blem-
ish, a male of the first year: ye shall take 
it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 
And ye shall keep it up until the four-
teenth day of the same month, and the 
whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they 
shall take of the blood, and strike it on 
the two side posts and on the upper door 
post of the houses, wherein they shall eat 
it. And they shall eat the flesh in that 
night, roast with fire, and unleavened 
bread; and with bitter herbs they shall 
eat it. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at 
all with water, but roast with fire; his 
head with his legs, and with the purten-
ance thereof. And ye shall let nothing of 
it remain until the morning; and that 
which remaineth of it until the morning 
ye shall burn with fire. 

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins 
girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in 
haste: it is the Lord's passover. For I will 
pass through the land of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will ex-
ecute judgment: I am the Lord. And the 
blood shall be to you for a token upon 
the houses where ye are: and when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and the 
plague shall not be upon you to destroy 
you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 

Exodus 1 2 :3-1 3. 

Purge out therefore the old leaven, 

that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 
unleavened. For even Christ our passover 
is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep, 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness; 
but with the unleavened bread of sincer- 
ity and truth. 	I Corinthians 5:7,8. 
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