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THE EMPTY SYNAGOGUE 

Here are some sad words from Rabbi 
Goldenson. They are reported in The 
Jewish Daily Bulletin: 

''Only 50,000 of the 2,000,000 Jews in New 
York are attending services in the city's 
synagogues, Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson of 
Temple Emanu'El, Fifth Avenue and Sixty-
fifth Street, told 700 members of his cong-
regation Saturday morning. 'What factors 
keep people unaffiliated and away from 
the socializing, moralizing, and spiritual-
izing influences of this city?' Dr.CkAden-
son asked. His answer was that few people 
can 'withstand the impact of their environ-
ment. In this city generations grow up to 
feel free to do exactly as they please. There 
are so many varieties of people living here 
that any individual can find a little co-
terie to support him in his thinking. Such 
a person remains indifferent to the re-
sponsibility of making this a better place 
in which to live.'" 

But Rabbi Goldenson is wrong. And 
he fails to get to the bottom of the 
trouble. It will require a more skillful doc- 
,tor to cure the ache of the empty syna-
gogue. Think of the tragedy of 'the facts 
given above, that of 2,000,(100 Jews 
in New York City, only 50,000 attend the 
synagogues! Surely every self-respecting 
Jew must hang his head in shame when 
he faces statistics of this sort. 

EASY TO THROW MUD 

But now to go back to Rabbi Golden-
son. He says that few people can withstand 
the impact of their environment. And 
upon this one bit of philosophy, he would 
explain away the alarming fact that 
97V2 c70  of all the Jews in New York never 
darken the doors of a synagogue! That 
this is shallow reasoning, and that it fails 
to satisfy the cravings of the human soul, 
must go without saying to any right think-
ing Jew. It is, easy to criticize the other 
fellow, it is easy to throw mud at your 
opponent ,i1.1.3 easy to drag a red herr- 
ing across the trail so as to distract the 
attention and throw the bloodhound off 
the scent. 

But why should not Rabbi Goldenson 
examine himself? And why should he 
not say to himself, "Is there not some-
thing wrong with me, with my message, 
with the synagogue message?" In the busi- 
ness world, a sales manager who fails to 
produce results, is discharged. He may 
have a thousand alibis but these alibis all 
vanish in the face of the one fact that 
he has failed as-  a sales manager. 

THE DOCTOR WHO KNOWS 

Now there is a Doctor who really 
knows what is wrong with the synagogue 
and with the Rabbis of the present day. 
That Doctor is the Lord Jesus Christ, the  

only be7otten Son of God. He analyzed 
our troubles two thousand years ago, and 
He gave the diagnosis and also the prog-
nosis; for He told us what pains and 
aches we would suffer because of our 
fundamental sickness. Read His diag-
nosis :- 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ,thou that kill-
est the prophets, and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behold your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say 
unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, 
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. Matt. 23:37, 38, 
39. 

So, at last we have the secret of the 
heartache. Our house is left unto us deso-
late! The synagogue is empty. The Rabbi 
has no message. Instead of declaring the 
infallible Word of God the Rabbi gives 
"lectures"! He lectures" on the latest 
Broadway dramatic success. He "lec- 
tures" on the most recent moving picture 
sensation. He "lectures" on the latest 
book. Anything, excepting the Word of 
God. Do yOu wonder that the synagogues 
are empty? 

But the synagogues can be filled! And 
they can be filled not only with human 
beings, men, women and children, but 
they can be filled with music and with the 
happy voices of children, and with joy, 
and with shouts of salvation that might 
literally rend the the skies. For indeed 
so it was in the early days of the present 
church era, when our forefathers really 
obeyed God, and really accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ, His only Begotten 
Son as Lord and Saviour. One day an 
obscure Jewish fisherman, whose name 
was Peter, stood on the streets of Jeru-
salem, and preached a sermon. And now 
just listen what happened:- 

Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter 
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
every 'one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
And with many other words did he testify 
and exhort, saying. Save yourselves from 
fl'ig untoward generation. Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls. And fear 
came upon every soul: and many wonders 
P nd signs were done by the apostles. 
Acts 2:37-43. 

Just think of it, 3,000 .Jews in one day 
became believers on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and probably there was not a 
1-,;fr1ing  in all Jerusalem, outside of the 
Temule grounds, that would hold them! 

And what did this? Just listen to another 
wonder story:- 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenlly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire ,and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. And there were dwelling 
at Jerusalem, Jews, devout men, out of 
every nation under heaven. Now when this 
was noised abroad, the multitude came 
together, and were confounded, because 
that every man heard them speak in his 
own language. Acts 2:1-6. 

Just think what it would mean in 
America if God should give us cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and if we should 
then be able to shake America with our 
praises to God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ! It can be done, if we Jews are 
ready to pay the price. If our Rabbis will 
humble themselves and will truly seek 
God, and turn to His anointed Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the world would 
see such an astounding manifestation of 
power through these very Rabbis, that 
the heavens themselves must roll away, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ would come in 
splendor and glory, to reign in Jerusalem. 

If the Rabbi will surrender himself, 
the Holy Spirit will possess him, and he 
will not need to "lecture" to an empty 
synagogue. He will have a . full syna-
gogue, and it will be filled with the joy 
of the Lord, with the joy of salvation 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, with the 
singing of hymns of praise "Unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and His 
Father; to Him be glory and dominion 
for ever." 	Rev. 1 :5, 6. 

How about it, dear Jewish reader? 
Why not begin with you, who are reading 
these lines, and from you perhaps God 
will let it spread ,to all the synagogue! 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

DID OUR FOREFATHERS 
TELL THE TRUTH? 

A Gentile Wants to Know 

I am a Gentile. I was born that way. 
I cannot call Abraham my great grand-
father, nor Moses my great Law-giver. 
God never took my forefathers out of 
Egypt, nor did He bring them into the 
promised land. I cannot claim ancestry 
from that beautiful shepherd boy of the 
Judean hills, David; nor can I connect 
myself by blood to the great King Solo-
mon. 

Your forefathers used to call my fore-
fathers, dogs! And they would not so 
much as eat from the same table with my 
kin. I was an outcast, a stranger at the 
door, an alien from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and I had no hope, and I was 
even without God in the world! 

But one day I got hold of a book called 
the Bible. And I began to read it, and 
you can imagine how astounded I became 
when I began to discover as I read on and 
on, that this Bible was all written by you 
Jews; that in it, God tells about Himself, 
but He uses Jews through whom to tell it. 

WHAT I DISCOVERED 

And I learned that God called you out 
to 	he missionaries to the world, that 
you sLould come to us gentiles and con-
vert us to become Jews, and believers in 
God. But your forefathers refused to do 
this; instead they became proud, boast-
ful and sinful. And I learned further, 
that God sent your forefathers great pro-
phets,-like Jeremiah, Zechariah, Ezekiel, 
Amos. But you stoned some and some 
you killed. 	, 

And I read on and I found that God 
at last said He would try one thing more. 
He would send His only begotten Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And He did that; 
and shocking to say, your forefathers, 
some of them, actually delivered Him to 
the Romans to be crucified! But He was 
God, and on the 3rd day, He arose from 
the gravel 
-:And I discovered that because of this, 
I 'although born a Ger tile, with no hope, 
could become a child of God by accepting 
this Son of God as the One who alone 
can save me from my sins. 

And I said, 'Oh, God, I believe that 
thou didst send thine only begotten Son, 
the Lord Tesus Christ, unto the world, 
and that He was crucified for my sins. I 
lay upon Him all my sins, and I ask thee 
to make me thy child." And a strange 
peace came into my soul, and I knew 
that moment that I had been born again 
and had become a child of God. 

I BELIEVE THE JEWS 

Now I helieve every, word which those 
.Tews wrote in the Bible. If I did not be-
lieve what Vp 11 Jews told me, I would not 
have a sins.71p hope in the world. I would 
not know which way to turn, I would be 
as the very dog in the street. 

Imagine my surprise, therefore, when 
1 found after I had accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ and had become a child of 
God, that many Jews today do not be-
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, that many 
of the Rabbis do not even believe there 
was an Abraham or Moses. And many 
others do not believe that wonderful ac-
count of how God made the heavens and 
the earth! 

For a long time 1 was greatly troubled. 
Whom should I believe? The Jews of 
today, or the Jews of 2000 years ago? 
If the Jews of today are telling the truth, 
then the Jews of 2000 years ago told 
lies; if the Jews of 2000 years ago told 
the truth, then the Jews today are telling 
me lies. And it did seem to me that you 
Jews ought to utick together and not 
make each other liars! 

But I asked myself, what motive is 
behind each Jew? What did the Jews of 
2000 years ago gain by telling me about 
God and about His Son, and about my 
sins? And what does the Jew of today 
gain by telling me that God doesn't exist, 
the Bible isn't true, there never was a 
person called Christ? 

And I found that the Jews of 2000 
years ago gained nothing by telling me 
of the Lord Jesus Christ - - quite the con-
trary, they lost everything! Stephen was 
stoned to death; Peter was crucified with 
his head downward, by order of Nero. 
Paul was first scourged, and seven lictors 
successively whipped his naked body, 
and after that he too was crucified. St. 
Tames was hanged against a pillar; St. 
Thomas was surrounded while at private 
prayer one morning; they shot at him 
a shower of darts, then one of the priests 
ran him through with a lance. And each 
one died calling upon the blessed Name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ! And not one of 
them died a millionaire! They all died 
paupers! 

And I found that the Rabbis and other 
Jews of today who deny all these won-
derful facts are getting large salaries, and 
are living in luxury undreamed of by 
those martyr Jews of 2000 years ago. 
And I never yet heard of a Jewish Rabbi 
being hung, or being crucified, or even 
being whipped, because he said that the 
Lord Jesus Christ did not live, or that 
the Bible is not true. 

And so in my own mind, there is not 
the least shred of doubt. I believe the 
Jews of 2000 years ago, and down in 
my heart I know they told the truth, for 
God has given me the sure knowledge 
which I am certain He will give to you, if 
you only want it and seek it earnestly. 

But I still wonder; and I still would 
like to ask a question; why do you Jews 
tell the world that your great grand-
fathers told lies? I am only a Gentile, 
but I believe what your Jewish fore-
fathers told me, and I love your Jewish 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. And I 
want, oh so much, that you shall come 
back to Him, Won't you? 
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