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AN OPEN LETTER TO A RABBI 

By Rev. L. Abramovitch 

(We purposely omit the name of the 
Rabbi to whom this letter was written, as 
we do not wish to embarrass him.) 

Dear Rabbi: 

In your sermon of August 10th pub-
lished in the. . . . are several statements 
calling for correction. As the editor of the 
said Journal refused to publish my reply 
to your indictments against me, made be-
hind the shelter of your pulpit, I feel it my 
duty, just as your sermon was published 
for the benefit of Jewish readers, to pub-
lish my reply also with the same purpose 
in view. 

1. You say that "Christianity regards 
the Hebrew Prophets as men preoccupied 
with the future, thinking always of a 
later personality and of events far dis-
tant, and viewing God's relations with 
mankind from an angle at which, singu-
larly enough, those prophets' own people 
have always refused to stand". 

For your information, let me assure 
you that you are quite mistaken in this. 
Every Christian student of the Old Testa-
ment recognizes that in all cases the pro-
phet's primary and immediate purpose in 
delivering his God-inspired message was 
to instruct, or to warn those he addressed 
as contemporaries. Being, however, a 
God-inspired message, it contained also 
foretellings - prcphecies - for the near 
or distant future; and in most part 
concerning the Messiah in relation to 
the Jews, and mankind generally. This 
is also the view of the greatest Jewish 
orthodox Rabbis, ancient and modern. 
In Sanhedrin 99a we are told that "All 
the prophets prophesied concerning, or 
up to, the days of the Messiah". In 
Berachoth 34b we read that "All the 
prophets propheised concerning, or up to, 
the days of the Messiah; but beyond that 
(Leolam haba), eye hath not seen, 0 
God, besides Thee" etc. It is quite possible 
that the prophets themselves (Nibo velo 
yado mah nibo", did not know how far 
reaching their messages were in relation to 
the future. (See Luke 10:24; I Peter 
1:10-12). It is for this reason that the 
Messiah said-Search the Scriptures" (The 
Old Testament) ; "for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of Me" ( John 5:39). 

DO YOU KEEP THE LAW ? 

2. You say that the Bible is a "Practi-
cal Guide" to the Jew. By this you mean, 
of course, the Old Testament. Let us 
see whether it is so. 

(a) The Old Testament orders that no 
work of any kind should be done on 
the Sabbath ( Isa. 56 :1-7 ; 58 :13-14 Jer. 
17:21--27; Neh. 10:32 ; 13 :12-21) . Yet 
most of those who subscribe towards the 
upkeep of the Synagogue, trade, work, 
do their regular cooking, travel in private 
and public vehicles on the Sabbath day, 
in direct and positive disobedience to the 
Bible. (See Ex. 16 :23 ; 20 :8-1 1 ; 31 :13-
16; 35: 2-3; Lev. 23:3; Numb. 15:32-
36; Deut. 5 :12-14 ;). How then is it a 
practical guide? 

(b) About 99 of every 100 of the 
supporters of the Rabbi and the Synago-
gue shave their beards, in direct disobe-
dience to the law of the Bible (Lev. 
19:1 7). How then is it a practical guide 
to the follower of the law of Moses? 

(c) The Bible commands vicarious 
sacrifices, and states "It is the blood 
that makes atonement for sin" (Lev. 
17:11). It is true that the Prophet Isaiah 
upbraided the people for their sinful ways 
in connection with God's appointed or-
dinances, both of the feasts and the sacri-
fices (Isa. 1:11-17). But the same is true 
also in the case of the Day of Atonement. 
In Isaiah 58 the Prophet upbraids them 
for their godless way in which they kept 
it. But just as he did not do away 
with this God-instituted ordinance merely 
because he chided them for their bad 
conduct on that fast day, to the continua-
tion of which the history of the Jewish 
nation bears witness, so likewise did he 
not make light of, or in the slightest way 
encourage them to do away with the God-
ordained vicarious sacrifices. 

THE BLOOD STILL STANDS. 

Nowhere in the Old Testament do we 
find a declaration to do away with the 
atoning blood of the sacrifices. On the 
contrary, God promises Israel, and 
through them also the Gentiles (Isa. 
56:7) that a time would come when their 
burnt-offerings and their sacrifices would 
be acceptable upon His altar for; saith 
He, "My house shall be called a House 
of Prayer unto all peoples". See also 
Jeremiah 17:26, and 33:18. 8o far, there-
fore, from Isaiah teaching them to do 
away with the vicarious sacrifices, as you 
imply by your remarks in the said ser-
mon, the Jews of Isaiah's day and con-
tinuously after him, observed these or-
dinances until shortly after the crucifix-
ion, death, resurrection and ascension of 
the Lord Jesus, the Messiah. Compare 
II Chron. 29: 20-34; 35:1-19. Also in 
the second Temple, as seen from Nehe-
miah 10:30-40; in Malachi 1:13-14, he 
chided them for insincere and unfaithful 
worship, for they had brought lame and 
sick animals for sacrifices. He even re-
iterates the command to "Remember the  

law of Moses__his statutes and judge-
ments". As therefore we have no record 
anywhere in the Old Testament that God 
had abrogated these laws for Israel, you 
as an Israelite are bound to observe them. 
If you don't, you are a breaker of the 
law which says "Thou shalt'', and you 
are still in your sins. 

THE ONLY WAY OUT. 

The only way in which the Old Testa-
mnt could be a practical guide to the 
Jew is for him to accept the New Testa-
ment interpretation of these God-ordained 
laws and ceremonies, viz., as type and 
figures of the Antitype, the real Atone-. 
ment, the Messiah, the Lamb of God 
Who taketh away the sin of those who 
believe on Him. "For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life". But as you and your followers 
do not accept the New Testament inter-
pretation of the Old Testament divinely-
established order relating to animal sacri-
fices with the sprinkling of the blood, 
etc., and you are now absolutely unable 
to follow these sacred precepts, the Bible, 
under these circumstances, could not 
possibly be a practical guide to yourself 
or to any other Jew. 

(To be continued) 

A DRINK FROM THE FOUNTAIN 

(`"Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life." John 4:14). 

And Jesus entered and passed through 
Jericho. And, behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus, which was the chief 
among the publicans, and he was rich. 
And he sought to see Jesus who he was; 
and could not for the press, because he 
was little of stature. And he ran before 
and climbed into a sycomore tree to see 
him; for he was to pass that way. And, 
when Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up, and saw him, and said unto him, 
Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; 
for to day I must abide at thy house. And 
he made haste, and came down, and re-
ceived him joyfully. 

And when they saw it, they all mur-
mured, saying, that he was gone to be 
guest with a man that is a sinner. And 
Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I.  
give to the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, 
I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said 
unto him, This day is salvation come to 
this house, forsomuch as he also is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost. Luke 19: 1-10. 
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TO THE JEWS, Inc. 
WHAT DO YOU MEAN 

BY THE WORD, "SALVATION" ? 

BY REV. FRED W. HABERER 

"Salvation" is the English equivalent 
of the Hebrew word, "yeshuah," which 
is used in the Old Testament to mean 
both a "deliverance" in a temporal sense 
as e. g. from danger; and also in the 
spiritual sense of "forgiveness of sin." 
"Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy 
people, Thou hast covered all their sin. 
Turn us, 0 God of our salvation." 
(Psalms 85:2,4). "Salvation belongeth 
unto the Lord." (Psalms 3:8). 

These quotations plainly show that sal-
vation is only possible through God's for-
giving the sin of man. No man can pos-
sibly obtain salvation by doing righteous 
deeds, for God has said, "all our right-
eousness are as filthy rags," (Isaiah 
6). Neither will prayer, fasting or :5-
ligious observances be of any avail, for 
God has said further, "When ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear," (Isaiah 
1:15). "Behold ye fast for strife and con-
tention. . . .ye shall not fast as ye do this 
day, to make your voice to be heard on 
high." 	(Isaiah 5 8 :4) . 

God plainly stated in the Law of Moses 
(Torah) that forgiveness of sin, which 
makes salvation possible for sinful man, 
can only be obtained on the ground of a 
blood-sacrifice which would be perfect 
and acceptable as a substitute in the place 
of the sinner. "It is the blood that maketh 
an atonement for the soul." (Leviticus 
17 : 1 1 ) . The sinner was commanded to 
bring a Iamb which was killed, "and the 
priest shall make an atonement for his 
sin that he hath committed, and it shall 
be forgiven him." 	(Leviticus 4:35). 

These animal sacrifices were only types, 
object lessons, to teach the truth that the 
penalty for the breaking of God's holy 
Law is death; and that the only means 
of escape for the sinner is to have a sub-
stitute bear the penalty of his sin in his 
stead. An animal is not equivalent to a 
man, neither can the blood of an animal 
be a full and complete atonement for a 
man. These sacrifices looked forward 
to the sufferings of the Messiah as a sub-
stitutionary sacrifice for the sins of all 
mankind. This is plainly taught in the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah (53:5, 6, 
8), "He was wounded for our transgres-
sions . . . and the Lord bath laid on HIM 
the iniquity of us all. . .for the trans-
gression of my people was He stricken." 

God laid the penalty of our sins upon 
the Messiah 1900 years ago; and all the 
sinner needs to do to secure forgiveness 
of sin is to identify himself with this 
sacrifice by faith, and trust God's promise 
that "by His stripes we are healed." 
( Isaiah 53 :5) . 

5Rntirl rivn 

$500,000 FOR A JEWISH BOOK 

What is regarded as the world's most 
priceless manuscript, the Codex Sinaiticus, 
was recently purchased by the British 
Museum from the Soviet Government for 
a half million dollars. Dr. A. S. W. Rosen-
bach, the famous Jewish bibliophile, is 
quoted as having said that a half million 
dollars for that Fourth Century parch-
ment was "just giving it away". 

The Codex Sinaiticus consists of the 
Septuagint, or Greek version of the Old 
Testament (including the Apocrypha), 
the whole of the New Testament, the 
Epistle of Barnabas, and a part of the 
Shepherd of Hermas. The manuscript 
was accidently discovered on Mount 
Sinai by the famous Orientalist, Count 
Tischendorf. The Old Testament is not 
quite complete, but the New Testament 
is, thereby making it one of the most 
valuable ancient manuscripts extant. 

At the time that the British Museum ob-
tained this treasure an effort was being 
made in this country to raise a million 
dollars to bring it to America. Having 
seen and been deeply moved by the 
Codex Vaticanus in Rome, the second 
oldest manuscript of the Bible, we must 
reserve for ourselves the pleasure of go-
ing to England some day to look upon 
this other heirloom of the human race. 

AN IMPROPER IGNORANCE 

As a Jew we plead guilty to a pardon-
able pride that this Greco-Jewis;;:.  manu-
script (yes, the New Testament, to-o, was 
written by Jews) should be held in such 
veneration that nations vie for its pos-
session. 

Fortunately for most c‘ us we do not 
have to study ancient Greek nor pay an 
exorbitant price to be in possession of 
the content of the Codex Sinaiticus. Its 
message has been translated into some 
900 languages and dialects, and is pro-
curable in any bookstore for as low as 
twenty cents. One can get a Bible, for 
that is what the Codex Sinaiticus is, in any 
language or style to suit one's pocket and 
taste. 

But why bother with quaint manu-
scrips and still quainter books at this 
late date? To this, Claude G. Monte-
fiore, the Jewish scholar, would say: "If 
it is an improper ignorance not to have 
read some portions of Shakespeare or 
Milton, it is, I am inclined to think, a 
much more improper ignorance not to 
have read the Gospels of the New Testa-
ment (The Synoptic Gospels, Vol. 1, p. 
101) . _ _Rev. Henry Einspruch, in "A 
Jew Looks at Jesus." 

HEADQUARTERS BETH SAR SHALOM 
Throop Avenue and Walton St. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Gospel meeting every Sunday, and Pride 
Evening at 8 o' clock. Come and bring yoi 
friends. A warm welcome and a real blessiz 
await you. 

Copies of the Shepherd of Israel may k 
obtained at the following stations: 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
27 Throop Avenue 

Rev. LEOPOLD COHN 

Chicago, Ill. 
316 Stanley Pl. 

Rev. SOLOMON BIRNBAUM 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 
1603 Center Avenue 

Rev. JOHN SOLOMON, Missionary 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
535 Spruce Street 

Mr. HARRY BURGEN, Missionary 

Columbus, Ohio 
1039 E. Broad Street 

Rev. OSCAR WAGO 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
2005 Brooklyn Ave. 

Rev. E. ZIMMERMAN 

Sidney, Australia 
145 Commonwealth Street 

Rev. G. E. ARDILL 

Warsaw, Poland 
Targowa. 15. M. 4. 

Rev. MOSES GITLIN, Missionary 

Jerusalem, Palestine 
Gospel Gate,. Russian Compound 

Rev. FRANK BOOTHBY, Missionary 

Paris, France 
123 Du Maine Ave. 

Rev. HENRI VINCENT 

Our Missionaries are gladly at the ser 
vice of any Jewish inquirer after the 
Truth as it is in the Lord Jesus Christ 
A Jewish missionary is a friend word 
having. 
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