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3. You say: "This noble Haphtora 
illustrates what it meant by righteousness, 
viz: Cease to do evil; learn to do well, 
etc. (Isa 1:16-17, 27). These conditions 
for the redemption of the returning peni-
tent are quite different from what is 
taught by Christianity, which insists on the 
belief that a certain personality had His 
blood shed to redeem believers from their 
trespasses". Here let me remind you that 
you are guilty of the very thing of which 
you accuse others, viz:- to quote an iso-
lated passage of Scriptures and to form a 
dogma on it. 

FILTHY RAGS 

The Word of God says (Lev. 19:2), 
"Ye shall be holy; for I the Lord your God 
am holy". Howcould man be holy? The 
Prophet Isaiah declared (Isa. 64:6) : "We 
(including himself) are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags". The Prophet Jeremiah affirms 
(Jer. 17:9) : "The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked". 
Solomon says (I Kings 8:46) : "There 
is no man that sinneth not" And Moses 
says (Deut. 6:25) : "It shall be our 
righteousness if we observe to do all these 
commandments before Jehovah our God, 
as He has commanded us". But you are 
preaching to your people that they could 
be righteous by the mere fact of ceasing 
from evil and to do well; which is an 
utter and absolute impossibility for any 
man unaided by a spiritual re-creation: 
for 'All have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God", in so far as His 'holy 
law demands from us that we should be 
holy. Besides, as the noble incentive to 
cease from evil and to do well must 
spring from the heart, man is foredoomed 
to failure; because "the thoughts of man's 
heart are evil continually". 

NO ONE PERFECT 

(Gen. 6:5). Even if we tried our best we 
could not be holy before God; for "He 
putteth no trust in His saints: yea the 
heavens are not clean in His sight", "yea, 
the stars are not pure in His sight" ( Job. 
15:15; 25:5). How then can man be 
justified before God? Not in his own 
strength, my dear Rabbi, nor by his own  

efforts. The Psalmist (143 :2) prays, 
-Enter not into judgment with Thy ser-
vant; for in thy sight shall no man living 
be justified". What then did the Prophet 
mean when he said, "Zion shall be re-
deemed with judgment; and her returned 
ones with righteousness? (Isa. 1:27). Just 
this: He was exhorting them to obey 
God's command through Moses and to 
earnestly repent and confess their sins 
before offering the sacrifices as divinely 
ordained in Leviticus 4:4, 15, 24, 29; 
5 :5 ; 16 :6, 21 ; Numbers 5 :7, etc. 

Rabbi B'Chai, on Lev. 4:3, "According 
to the guilt or sins of the people", says: 
"According to the manner of the people.. 
and to exhort them to repentence". And 
on Lev. 5:5, he says: "Our Rabbis of 
blessed memory taught that there must 
be confession for every sin", before the 
sacrifice is killed. See also RAMBAM on 
Lev. 5:5, and Num. 5:7. See Prov. 28:13. 

But besides exhorting his contempor-
aries to earnest repentance and faithful 
obedience to God's commands which they 
received through Moses, the Prophet, 
probably without knowing it, prophesied 
in the word of Isaiah 1 :24-26 about the 
future of God's people, and that of Zion. 
For Jehovah of Hosts says that He would 
restore Israel after He would "Purge 
away thy dross and take away all thy 
tin", which means the human sinful ad-
mixtures - the laws and precepts which 
man has invented ; the prophet puts it more 
definitely in Isaiah 29:13, "Wherefore 
the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with 
fheir lips do honour me, but have re-
moved their heart far from me, and their 
fear toward me is taught by the precept 
of men". After He shall have made a 
thorough cleaning (See Ezek. 20:33-38; 
Zeph. 3:11-13). He will "Restore thy 
judges as at first and thy counsellors as 
at the beginning: afterwards thou shalt 
be called, The City of Righteousness, The 
Faithful City". 

THE BRANCH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

The parellel passage is in Jeremiah 
33: 15-16. "In those days, and in that 
time, I shall cause to spring up unto 
David a BRANCH of RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
and HE SHALL DO JUDGMENT AND 
RIGHTEOUSNESS in the earth. In those 
days shall Judah be saved and Jerusalem 
shall dwell in safety, and this is how He 
shall call her, Jehovah Tzidkenu", i.e., 
the Lord our Righteousness. Both these 
prophetic statements are God's gracious 
promises to Israel to come to pass in the 
days of the Messsiah. This is the general 
opinion of orthodox Judaism. One author-
itative Rabbinic statement must here suf-
fice. On the words of Isa. 1:26, "I will 
restore thy judges", R'Dak says: "This  

will be in the days of Messiah, when all 
the wicked shall be destroyed, as in verse 
25, and the remnant of Israel shall not act 
wickedly, and neither shall a deceitful 
tongue be found in their mouth." Zeph. 
3:13. It is then that "Zion shall be re-
deemed with judgment and her returned 
ones with righteousness", i.e.; with God's 
own righteousness conferred upon the 
remnant of Israel (Isa 1:27), the "Re-
turned ones", through the Messiah our 
Righteousness, according to Isa. 53. (the 
whole chapter). 

(To be continued) 

GOOD NEWS FROM PALESTINE 

Something startling is happening in 
Palestine. A book recently published in 
London, entitled "The New Declaring of 
the Law", contains this statement in the 
Foreward :- 

"It is reported on good authority that a 
Rabbi in Palestine on being asked whether 
the Jews were reading the New Testarne t 
gave the following reply: 'There are mo• 
Jews reading the New Testament today 
than there are Christians'." 

If this Rabbi is correct, then there is 
certainly food for thought here for every 
thinkging Jew in America. Have you read 
the New Testament? If not, why not? In 
spite of all the popular best sellers of the 
day, the New Testament and the Person 
of the Lord Jesus Christ are the most 
talked about and the most written 
about subjects in all of the world's 
history and literature. Can you afford 
to be an ignoramus with regard to a 
book and a Person concerning which 
the whole world is so much agitated? 
A twenty-five cent coin or twenty-five-
cents in stamps will bring to you this 
precious book, in any language that 
you will wish, English, Hebrew or Yid-
dish. Just address The Shepherd of 
Israel, 27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York. 

40 CTS. WORTH FOR 25 CTS. 

Send us 25c. in coin or Stamps 
and we will mail you a 40c. New 
Testament in Hebrew, Yiddish 

or English. 

Address: 

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Published Monthly, except bi-monthly during July and August by the American Board of Mimi= so the Jew, 27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 



SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

"GOD DEVISES MEANS" 

By Dr CHAS. L. FEINBERG 

For we must needs die, and are as 
water spilt on the ground, which cannot 
be gathered up again; neither doth God 
respect any person: yet doth he devise 
means, that his banished be not expelled 
from him. 	II Sam. 14:14. 

To devise means is to formulate or out-
line plans and methods. Probably never 
before in the history of the world has 
there been heard more about devising 
means than we hear to-day. Our national 
government, by all manner of projects 
and appropriations, is aiming to devise 
means whereby the present distressed 
conditions o f our country may b e 
bettered. The countries of Europe are 
desperately attempting to formulate plans 
whereby all of Europe, and perhaps the 
world, may not become entangled in an-
other frightful and wholesale slaughter of 
men and nations. The daily newspapers 
of every city are always carrying notices 
in their personal columns of mothers and 
other relatives devising means to have 
their loved ones restored to them. 

ABSALOM KILLS AMNON 

It is in this last connection that we have 
the above record in the Second Book of 
Samuel of an event in the life of David. 
Because of a very hideeous sin that David 
had committed, God had said to him 
through the prophet Nathan: "Now there-
fore the sword shall never depart from thy 
house, because thou has despised me.-
These words were speedily fulfilled ,for 
not long after this Absalom, the son of 
David, killed Amnon his brother. After 
he had committed this crime, Absalom 
fled to Geshur where he remained for 
three years. 

THE WOMAN FROM TEKOAH 

About this time Joab, the captain of 
David's army, noticed that David's heart 
was longing for the return of Absalom, 
so he thought of a plan to bring the king 
to a definite decision on the matter. He 
sent to Tekoah, about twelve miles south 
of Jerusalem, for a wise woman whom he 
instructed to act as a mourner, and to 
bring her case before the king. When the 
woman gained entrance to the king, 
she told the king that she was a widow 
whose two sons had been striving in the 
field when one killed the other. Her rela-
tives, then, demanded that she deliver 
her surviving son to them that they might 
slay him for the life of his brother. She 
refused to do so, declaring that she would 
then be deprived of both her sons, and 
would be left without an heir. The king 
listened to her story, and granted her re-
quest. "Then the woman said, Let thy 
handmaid, I pray thee, speak one word 
unto my lord the king. And he said, Say 
on. And the woman said, Wherefore then 
bast thou devised such a thing against the 
people of God? for in speaking this word  

the king is as one that is guilty, in that 
the king doth not fetch home again his 
banished one. For we must needs die, 
and are as water spilt on the ground. 
which cannot be gathered up again; 
neither doth God take away life, but de-
viseth means, that he that is banished be 
not an outcast from him." 

ARE YOU AN OUTCAST? 

These are wonderful words and full of 
meaning which the woman of Tekoah 
used here: "God deviseth means, that he 
that is banished be not an outcast from 
him." This sentence reveals three things 
on the very surface: first ,there are people 
who are banished from God; secondly, 
He is devising means in their behalf; 
thirdly ,the purpose of the devising is that 
the banished should not be an outcast 
from God. The root of the whole matter 
lies far back in the garden of Eden. There 
it was that God had companionship and 
fellowship with His creatures whom He 
had made, until one day the creatures de-
parted from the direct command of their 
Creator. Adam and Eve knew then that 
they were banished by their sin from the 
presence of God„ so they hid themselves 
before they were ever condemned by 
God for their sin. But God was not going 
to allow His banished to be an outcast 
from Him, so He devised means whereby 
the banished could be brought back. In 
that case God made them coats of skins 
and clothed them. But God knew that the 
posterity of Adam and Eve would have 
the same nature and desire to sin, so He 
devised means further, by a promise of a 
Redeemer of the seed of the woman, so 
that they might not be an outcast from 
him. 

GOD WANTS YOU BACK 

As time went on God added other 
promises; and prophecies to the already 
sufficient means for the bringing back of 
those who were banished from Him. Dur-
ing all the history of our fathers in the 
wilderness and in the land of Palestine, 
God had devised means, namely, the 
system of sacrifices for sin, so that His 
banished - and banished they all were 
because of their repeated disobedience 
and sins - might not be outcasts from His 
presence. But one day there appeared on 
earth the full provtilon of God's means 
for a banished nation, and that was in 
the person of the Messiah Jesus, who 
came as a sacrifice for the sins of all 
Israel and the world, so that no one 
should ever in all the world need to be 
cast out from the presence of God be-
cause of sin which causes banishment. 

Dear Jewish reader, let me ask you: 
Do you not realize in your own heart that 
you are banished from God as long as 
you are a sinner? God, as our Torah re-
veals Him, is above all else, the holy and 
pure God who cannot overlook sin. But 
God has done something about your sin-
ful state; He has devised means that 
you, as a banished one, might not be an  

outcast from Him. He has given His Mes-
siah for your sin that you might believe 
in Him and be reconciled to God. Why 
be an outcast when you can be in the 
family circle of God's house? Accept the 
Messiah, the hope of all Israel and the 
world, and you will never know the pain 
of being eternally an outcast from the 
blessed presence of a loving God, who 
has devised means whereby His banished 
might not be an outcast from Him. 
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