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"GET DOWN TO BUSINESS!" 

Dr. Charles L. Feinberg 

Frankly, if I, as a Jew, were asked my 
candid opinion as to what our dear peo-
ple need for their best good and welfare, 
I should undoubtedly say, "Get down to 
business!" I know you might reply, 
4.  But we J e w s are at our b u s i-
ness. We have some of the greatest com-
mercial and business enterprises on earth. 
The world of trade and business feels 
daily the impact of Jewish industry, dili-
gence, and foresight." "True," I would 
answer, but we ought to get down to 
our business." Then you might talk long 
and earnestly of the great contribution 
our people are making to the fields of 
science, art, music, invention, education, 
and literature. -  Indeed, in these fields they 
are among the foremost and in some in-
stances without equals. To all this I would 
continue to say that we Jews ought to get 
down to our own business. 

WHAT IS OUR BUSINESS? 

Then, since you would be keen to sense 
the point, you would ask what my con-
ception is of our people's business. To this 
I immediately reply that our main con-
cern is with none of the fields already 
mentioned, but with the spirits and souls 
of men. The spiritual welfare of all man-
kind is Israel's business. And for my au-
thority I have no one less than the infi-
nitely blessed God of Israel Himself. He 
has said so, and in unmistakable terms. 
To make clear my contention, let us turn 
in God's Word to a small book of forty 
eight verses called the "Book of Jonah." 
Probably you are smiling that I should 
turn to a book so contested and suppos-
edly discredited, but let the book bear 
its own testimony. Then see if it does not 
contain the key to the Jewish secret. 

Jonah was a prophet in Israel chosen 
by the will of God as were all the true 
prophets of the Old Testament. To this 
prophet one day came the word of God 
very clearly that he should go to a Gen-
tle nation and preach God's message to 
them, "Repent." This prophet, in a man-
ner wholly unbecoming his high and 
worthy calling, immediately fled from 
God, setting sail for Tarshish instead of 
Nineveh, where he was commissioned to 
preach. But Jonch soon found out that, 
even though God' s human messengers 
may sometimes refuse to do His will, the 
elements and all nature conform to His 
bidding. The prophet, in order to still the 
unbridled storm, was cast into the middle 
of the waves. After a period of severe 
testing, in which he was miraculously pre-
served in a huge fish, the prophet yielded 
to the will of God, went to the Gentile 
nation, and was successful there in pro-
claiming God's message. 

THE JEW THE WORLD'S JONAH 

Did it ever occur to you, dear Jewish 
reader, that Jonah and his life are a pic-
ture on a small scale of our people Israel? 
Notice how closely the pictures tally. 
Israel, like Jonah, was chosen of God to 
be His witness to the nations of the earth. 
God says through the mouth of His 
prophet Isaiah, 

"Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and 
my servant whom I have chosen; that ye 
may know and believe me, and understand 
that I am he: before me there was no God 
formed. neither shall there be after me. 
I, even I, am Jehovah; and beside me 
there is no saviour. I have declared, and I 
have saved. and I have showed; and there 
was no strange god among you: therefore 
ye are my witnesses saith Jehovah that I 
am God." (Isa. 43:10-12.) 

Abraham understood that God chose 
him to be a witness to the idolatrous na-
tions of his time. Later when Jacob went 
down into Egypt and remained, the na-
tion that was formed there in the fiery 
furnace of affliction had its opportunity 
to witness to the greatness of our God to 
the heathen Egyptians. After God had 
delivered Israel from the yoke of Egyp-
tian bondage, had led them through the 
wilderness under Moses, and had brought 
them into the land of Palestine under 
Joshua, He definitely warned them to 
keep themselves separated from the idol-
atrous nations that still dwelt about them, 
since Israel had not obeyed Him already 
in conquering the nations entirely. How 
Israel disobeyed Gcd is clearly seen in 
the Book of Judges. Instead of Israel 
bringing God's message to the pagan na-
tions, she was drawn to follow in the 
wicked practices of these nations. The 
books of the Old Testament prophets, as 
well as the books of history, tell the sad 
story of Israel's continual failure to be 
God's witnesses. They were not at their 
God-appointed business. Like Jonah, 
they were on a venture of their own. 

OUR NATION SCATTERED 

Because of their continued disobedi-
ence to God, in the year 70 A.D., He 
scattered Israel broadcast over the face 
of the whole earth. What a marvellous 
opportunity this was (and still is) to ac-
complish her God-given mission! But 
Israel, preserved among the nations as 
Jonah was in the sea fish, has not yet 
turned to her own t as k. When 
will she actually get down to business? 
Yea, rather, when will you, dear Jewish 
reader, get down to your business so that 
God may have in you a true witness for 
Him to the nations of the world? 

But to be God's witness there must be 
a certain preparation. One must have all 
of God's message. God has completed 
for us what He promised in the Old Tes-
tament prophets; that is, He has sent us 
our Messiah who has become our sin-of-
fering, our "korban chatos.-  God asks 
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you to receive Him by simple trust as the 
One who has put away your sin forever 
from before the infinitely holy eyes of our 
righteous God. Then you will be fulfilling 
the business to which God has commiss-
ioned you. You will bear witness to all 
nations that our God is holy and has pro-
vided blessing for all men in His blessed 
Messiah, the Loi cl Jesus Christ. What I 
say to you, I say to all: "Get down to 
business!" 

Entered as second class matter April 4, 1922, at the Post Office at Brooklyn. N. Y., Under the Act of March 1st. 



SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

AN OPEN LETTER TO A RABBI 

By Rev. L. Abramovitch 

( We omit the name of the Rabbi to whom 
this letter was written, as we do not wish 
to embarrass him.) 

PART III 

Continued from our July - August issue 1936 

4. You say: -Practically every Chris-
tian teacher with any claim to Christian 
scholarship has come around to our 
Jewish view of Hebrew prophecy." 

It is difficult to understand this state-
ment, because you have not defined your 
meaning of the phrase "our Jewish view." 
If you mean by this, the Jewish orthodox 
view, which is represented by the Tar-
gums Onkelos and Jonathan, the Tal-
mud, the Midrashim, the Yalkuts, as well 
as most of the ancient and the later com-
mentaries of the Old Testament, then you 
know as well as I that the pronoun "our," 
is quite out of place, because, as a matter 
of fact, orthodox Christians of the highest 
scholarship are largely in agreement with 
Jewish orthodox authorities on Old Tes-
tament Messianic Hebrew prophecy. 
There are, of course, some so called 
Christian scholars, who deny the Divine 
Inspiration of Holy Writ, and the miracu-
lous events contained in its records, and 
reduce much of its historicity to mere old 
women's fables, the same as you were 
reported in the "Hebrew Standard" of, 
July 5th, 1929, to have done when you 
told a couple of Bar Mitzvahs in a sermon 
in the synagogue, that the pillar of cloud 
by day and the pillar of fire by night, 
described in Numbers 9:15-23, "can be 
accepted, without disrespect to the Scrip-
ture, as alluding to the cloud of wood 
smoke which. arose from the altar, and 
which glowed at night with the reflec-
tion of the fire upon the altar, which all 
through the wanderings, was not allowed 
to go out (Lev. 6:9)" I 

CHRISTIANS BELIEVE THE BIBLE 

Now, although you said that it was 
"The traditionalistic explanation," I must 
inform you that your statement was not 
true and that the contrary is the fact. I 
begrudge space, but shall give only a few 
of the leading Jewish authorities which 
hold to the literal Bible statements as one 
of the great miracles which the Lord 
wrought for the benefit of His chosen 
ones: TARGUM ONKELOS, TARGUM 
JONATHAN, BERESHITH RABBA, 
YALKUT SHIMEONI, RASHI, EBEN 
EZRA, R A MBAN, SePHOURENU, 
BAAL HaTURIM. These, and scores of 
other traditionalis:s, studied the Word of 
God and learned that the cloud by day 
and the fire by night were given by God 
even before the third day after they left 
Egypt, and before ever they reached the 
Red Sea. The altar and the continual fire 
upon it was not started until sometime 
after their Mount Sinai experience. Exo-
dus 13:21, 22, records this wonderful 
and gracious miracle, even before they  

reached the Red Sea. You, however, 
boldly introduce the suggestion that there 
was no miracle at all! It might have been 
the wood smoke from off the altar! Ergo; 
the statement of Exodus 13:21,22 is a 
fable, and therefore not true! Hence I 
must conclude that the phrase "our Jew-
ish view" means those views which you 
hold personally. Those Christian "schol-
ars," therefore, that have come round to 
your view of Hebrew prophecy, are he-
terodox, materialistic, pseudo-Christians 
who try to make the Bible agree with 
their materialistical philosophies. 

But I believe with a perfect faith that 
all the words of the prophets, including 
the whole Old Testament, were given by 
the Holy Spirit of God; also that the 
recorded Divine operations throughout 
the Old Testament history, including that 
of the pillars of cloud and of fire were 
definitely miraculous Divine inter-
positions. Anyone playing fast and loose 
with the Holy Scriptures, be he Rabbi, 
Clergyman, or Priest, is guilty of even 
more than sacrilege; because, like Jero-
boam, son of Nebat, he not only sins 
himself, but he causes others also to sin. 
This is the lament of Isaiah 43:27, "Thy 
first father hath sinned, and thy inter-
preters (Umlitzecho) have transgressed 
against me." 

JESUS WAS NOT MERELY MAN. 

5. You accuse me of springing an at-
tack upon my former coreligionists for 
their refusal to accept a man as a redeem-
ing God. This is untrue, lock, stock, and 
barrel—verbatim et literatim. 

So far from my attacking my Jewish 
nation, whom I love more than myself, 
I appealed to them to re-examine .  the -
trial, condemnation, and crucifixion of 
our Lord Jesus the Messiah. "The sooner, 
the better for my nation," I said. There 
was no "attack" in this, as any reasonable 
man can see. It was you who made an at-
tack upon me, on a false pretext. 

In my appeal, I quoted the warning of 
Jeremiah concerning the "time of Jacob's 
trouble," which is awaiting those who 
remain unconverted and un-atoned for 
before this prophecy comes to pass. Here 
is the full text of it: 

"These are the words which Jehovah 
spake concerning Israel and concerning 
Judah. For thus saith Jehovah: We have 
heard a voice of trembling, of fear and not 
of peace. Ask ye now and see whether a 
man doth travail with child? Wherefore do 
I see every man with his hands on his 
loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces 
are turned into paleness? Alas! for that 
day is great so that none is like it: it is 
even the time of Jacob's trouble. But out 
'of it. he shall be saved'', Jeremiah 30:4-7. 

This gives a complete prophetic picture 
of a future experience of our nation be-
fore they shall be saved with an everlast-
ing salvation (Isa. 45:17). The promise 
in the final sentence, "But out of it he 
shall be saved," is explained in verse 9 
of the chapter. It will be after their con- 

version, when "They shall serve Jehovah 
their God and David their King, whom I  

will raise up unto them." Which means 
that they will then have accepted the 
Messiah, giving Him their faithful allegi-
ance, and will serve Him as they serve 
Jehovah. Before then, however, there is 
"The time of Jacob's trouble" to be 
experienced by the nation. 

EVENTUALLY WE MUST. WHY NOT NOW? 

This is supported by the Prophet Zech-
ariah, who was given the Holy Spirit's 
message, explaining how the nation, or 
what would be left of them just then, 
would come to accept the Messiah Whom 
they had rejected hitherto. In Zech.12; 
10, Jehovah speaking by the prophet, 
says: "I shall pour out upon the house of 
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 
spirit of grace and supplications, and they 
shall look unto Me Whom they have 
pierced (i.e., Whom they caused to be 
crucified) and shall mourn for Him," etc. 
They will then recognize Him as the Mes-
siah, the Son of David; they will mourn 
and repent sincerely, and accept Him with 
all their heart. Then will they "be saved 
out of it," i.e., from the horrors of the 
time of Jacob's trouble. That all of this is 
as I explained, you can further see by the 
fact that the Prophet, after referring in 
verse 9 of Jeremiah 30 to the time when 
they will give their worship to Jehovah 
their God and David their King (which, 
according to all leading Jewish authori-
ties, is understood to mean the Messiah), 
follows on in verse 10, with the words, 
"Therefore, fear thou not, 0 My servant 
Jacob, said Jehovah; neither be dismay-
ed, 0 Israel: for lo, I will save thee from 
afar, and thy seed from the land of their 
captivity; and Jacob shall return, and 
shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none 
shall make him afraid." 

THE TIME IS SHORT 

As we know not how soon that time 
will come, and from all appearances it 
does not seem very far away, I appealed 
and now appeal again to you and to all 
my Jewish brethren, in the language of, 
Job 22:21: "Acquaint thyself with Him 
and be at peace; thereby good shall come 
unto thee.-  Because those who are con-
verted .to God through the Messiah 
before that "Terrible day of Jehovah-
( Joel 2:11, 31) shall escape all the hor-
rors that are to come to unrepentant 
Israel. 

(To be continued) 
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