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IF THOU HADST KNOWN 

"And when he was come near, he be-
held the city, and wept over it, saying, 
If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes." Luke 19:41,42. 

If thou hadst known! There are only 
two instances recorded in the New Testa-
ment where the Lord Jesus Christ wept. 
One was when His beloved friend Lazarus 
had died. The other was when He drew 
near one day to our beloved city, Jeru-
salem, and "He beheld the city, and wept 
over it." Our Jewish rabbis, who in their 
ignorance seek to belittle the Person and 
honor of the Lord Jesus Christ, will do 
well to remember that He loved our peo-
ple and our city so deeply that He wept 
over us. It is Whittier the poet who put 
into immortal words the pangs of re-
morse, when he wrote, 

For of all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these: "It might have 
been!" 

This is the tragedy behind the terror-
striking fact that the Lord Jesus Christ 
said, "If thou hadst known!" And He 
wept. 

If thou hadst known! The Lord Jesus 
Christ came to our forefathers and of-
fered Himself to them as Messiah, De-
liverer, and King. In unmistakable words 
He announccd, "He that believeth on the 
Son 	hath everlasting life" ( Jo. 3:36). 
And in no unmistakable terms he told 
our forefathers, 	I and my Father are 
one.-  "If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink." But, tragedy of 
tragedies, the record stands undisputed 
and unimpeachable, the mob stood in Pi-
late's court, and cried out "Away with 
this man. . . . . .Crucify him, crucify 
him!" And the further heartbreaking 
tragedy is that we Jews who make up 
the rank and file of the Jewish nation did 
not do this. Listen to what the Scriptures 
say, "The chief priests and elders per-
suaded the multitude that they should ask 
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus" (Matt.27: 
20). 

So it is now as it always has been. We 
Jews are afflicted with blind leaders, who 
lead the blind. Is it a wonder that we 
are in confusion and have no place to 
go? 

If thou hadst known. The Lord Jesus 
Christ was ready to take our Jewish 
nation, redeem it from the yoke of Ro-
man oppression, and set it on a rock, es-
tablishing once more the throne of David, 
and sitting upon it as the rightful ruler of 
the world. Listen to His own pitiful la-
ment:- 

"How often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth 
het chickens under her wings, and ye 
would notl" 	(Matt. 23:37), 

Whose fault then was it that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was rejected, was betrayed, 
was crucified, and was put through the 
shameful agony of a criminal's death? 

THE RELENTLESS LAW OF RETRIBUTION 

Now we come to something astonishing 
indeed, if you are a student of prophecy 
and of history, and if you are given to 
honest and rational thinking. Hear the 
words of the Lord Jesus Christ once 
more:- 

"For the days shall come upon thee, that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about 
thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee 
in on every side, and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children within 
thee; and they shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another; because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation" 
(Luke 19:43, 44). 

In the year A. D. 70 the Roman Em-
peror Titus came to Jerusalem, besieged 
the city, and after a terrifying struggle of 
seven years, laid low the city walls, the 
beautiful temple, and literally left not 
one stone of that temple in which we 
Jews took such superabounding pride. 
The story of the butcheries and the slav-
eries that our people experienced under 
the Titus destruction, is a story too dread-
ful to recount here, and a story that still 
makes our hearts bleed in agony. 

But how was the Lord Jesus Christ able 
to foretell such a tragic event? Can you 
foretell what will happen in America 
seventy years from now? Do you know 
anyone who can? What is the answer? If 
you will honestly use your brains, you 
will find there is only one answer, viz., 
the Lord Jesus Christ was God Himself 
incarnate in the flesh; and because He 
was God, He knew what would happen 
on the morrow, or a year from the mor-
row, or seventy years from the morrow, 
or a thousand years from the morrow. HE 
WAS GOD1 

GOD'S HEART STILL BLEEDS 

Let us see with what tenderness and 
love God holds out to us even now the 
offer of salvation through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. One day 1900 years ago a Jewish 
fisherman by the name of Peter stood 
near the temple in old Jerusalem, and 
told our Jewish forefathers that which we 
have been trying to tell you in these lines 
today. After having told them all that 
and showed them of what a terrible sin 
they had been guilty, He said these beau-
tiful and tender words:- 

"And now, brethren, I wot that through 
ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers 
. . . .Repent ye therefore, and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord; and he 
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you" (Acts 3:17-20). 

As we have no more space, we would 
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like to close with this appeal from our 
hearts, "Repent ye therefore, and be con-
verted.-  To this end we count ourselves 
your servants, at your command. Come 
to see us if you wish — come to our meet-
ings — write us for literature, Gospels, 
or New Testaments, or tracts. We only 
yearn that you shall know the truth be 
cause we know that only the truth through 
the Lord Jesus Christ will set us free. 

Entered as second class matter April 4, 1922, at the Post Office at Brooklyn. N. Y., Under the Act of March 1st. 
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whom this letter was written, as we no not 
'wish to embarrass him). 

PART IV 
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6. Your accusation that I "accept a 
man as a redeern:ng God" is, to say the 
least, without foundation, even on the 
basis of Orthodox Jewish teaching. 

In the first place, our ancient teachers 
identified the Messiah with Jehovah. See 
Babbe Bathre 75a; Midrash Mishle 19: 
2-5; Midrash Ekha 1:57; Radak on Jer. 
23:5-6. All these authorities as well as 
many other ancient Jewish writings are in 
agreement with the New Testament 
claims, viz., that the Messiah was identical 
with Jehovah. 

In the second place, Isa. 52:13 to the 
end of chap. 53, was recognized by all 
the greatest Jewish authorities as fore-
telling the vicarious sufferings of the Mes-
siah for the sins of Israel. The following 
are some of these authorities: Sanhedrin 
98b; Targum Jonathan on Isa. 53:10; 
Yalkut Shime-oni on 52:13; Midrash 
Ruth 5:6; but more especially Zohar 
part 2, fol. 212a (Amsterdam edition), 
on "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
tarried our sorrows" (Isa. 53:4), which 
reads: "When Israel was in the holy land, 
they had their sufferings and their afflic-
tions removed from them by their prayers 
and sacrifices; but now the Messiah re-
moves them from the children of the 
world." Also in Zohar part 3. fol. 218a, 
it reads: "When the Holy One, blessed 
be He, wishes the recovery of the children 
of the world, He afflicts one righteous 
person from their midst, and for his sake 
all are healed. How is this known? It is 
written, 'He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our iniqui-
ties. . .and with h i s stripes w e are 
healed—  ( Isa. 53 :5) . 

HE BEARS ISRAEL'S SINS 

Rabbi Moses Alshech, in commenting 
upon this chapter of Isaiah, says: -God 
comes in these Scriptures t3 make known 
how far the merits of those who bear the 
chastisement of their generation extends: 
and He brings a proof from King Messiah, 
Who bears the sins of the children of 
Israel, and behold His reward is with 
Him." See also Yalkut Shimeoni on Isa. 
60, the whole of paragraph 499, where 
both Psalm 22 and Isa. 53 are applied 
to the Messiah. Once more, nearly at the 
end of Zohar part 3. fol. 307 (Amster-
dam edition), we read: "Behold, Je-
hovah rideth upon a swift cloud" (Isa. 
19:1 R. V. The Heb. "Av Kal" 202) ; 
it is the Son, of Whom it is written, "Kiss 
he Son" (Psa. 2:12 Heb. Bar. 202). 

Thou are the Son, the faithful shepherd;  

of Thee it is said, "Kiss the Son.-  Thou 
art the Governor of the Universe, the 
Head of Israel, the Lord of ministering 
angels, the Son of the Highest, the Son 
of the Holy and Blessed One, yea the 
very Schechinah. It is written, "The Lord 
also bath put away thy sin" (2 Sam. 12: 
13) ; by this was David atoned for (The 
Heb. for ALSO is "GaM," two letters - 
gimmel and mem. These two letters are 
the initials of Goel Mishahath, meaning 
the Redeemer from Corruption. Hence, 
the Zohar means that by the Redeemer 
from Corruption, Who is the Son, of 
Whom it was said, "Kiss the Son," even 
the Messiah, was David atoned for and 
forgiven). 

WHO WAS THAT PERSON? 

Thus I have produced evidence from 
orthodox Jewish sources that the Messiah 
is a Divine Person Whose name is Je-
hovah. Also that Isa. 52:13 to end of 
Chap. 53 gives a picture of the Messiah 
as the atonement for 'the sins of those 
who believe on Him, and also that Psalm 
2:12 records Him as the "Son of the 
Highest,-  the -Son of the Holy and 
blessed One," yea the "Schechinah." See 
also Eben Ezra. And the Holy Spirit con-
cludes this Psalm by the promi:e, "blessed 
are all they that put their trust in him." 
There remains now to prove that the 
Lord Jesus is that Person. 

A careful study of the history of the 
Lord Jesus, the time of His corning, the 
place of His birth, the manner of His 
birth, His life, His death, His resurrection 
and ascension, as recorded in the New 
Testament has by the Holy Spirit revealed 
all this many centuries before He came. 
For instance, Gen. 49:10, and Dan. 9: 
24-26 show when the Messiah was to 
come. Mich. 5:2 tells where He was to 
be born. Gen. 3:15, Isa. 7:14 ; show 
how He was to be born. Isa. 52:13 to 
end of ch. 53; Mic. 5:1; Zech. 11:12; 
Psa. 22; etc., show how He was to be 
sold by a friend, how He was to suffer 
and die, "not for Himself" but for our 
sins. "For the transgression of my 
people was he stricken" (Isa. 53:8) ; 
"all we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord bath laid on -him the ini-
quity of us all" (Isa. 53:6). Psalm 16: 
8-9, and I-a. 53:10-11, show that He 
was to rise from the dead. Psalm 110 
shows that He was to ascend into heaven 
and sit at God's right hand. (This is only 
skimming the subject; the whole of the 
Old Testament is full of details, portray-
ing the Messiah from every, possible 
angle.) 

THE CRISIS THAT OPENED MY EYES 

All this fits and dovetails perfectly in 
the Lord Jesus, and in Him only. In fact, 
the crisis which resulted in my own con-
version, during the latter part of March 
and the beginning of April, 1883, was 
this: Is it possible that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Messiah? If so, then why have 
not the leaders of our nation believed  

on Him as such? If, on the other hand, 
He was not the Messiah, then the Old 
Testament, which described Him so 
minutely, is either an insoluble enigma, 
or a mere tissue of old women's fables. 
But this was an impossible alternative. I 
could not accept it. No, the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures are the Word of God. 
This being the case, and seeing that the 
history of Jesus of Nazareth is so minute-
ly described in Old Testament prophecy, 
what was the reason of our naAion not ac-
cepting Him when He came? I was nearly 
distracted by these perplexing questions, 
when God in His mercy brought to my 
mind the words of Isa. 29:9-14: 

"Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye 
out, and cry: they are drunken, but not 
with wine; they stagger, but not with 
strong drink. For the Lord hath poured 
out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and 
hath closed your eyes: the prophets and 
your rulers, the seers hath he covered. And 
the vision of all is become unto you as 
words of a book that is sealed, which men 
deliver to one that is learned. saying, Read 
nis. I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; 
for it is sealed: And the boOk is delivered 
to him that is not learned, saying, Read 
this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not 
learned. Wherefore the Lord said, Foras-
much as this people draw near me with 
their mouth, and with their lips do honour 
me, but have removed their heart far from 
me, and their fear toward me is taught 
by the precept of men: Therefore, behold, I 
will proceed to do a marvelous work among 
this people, even a marvelous work and 
a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise 
men shall perish, and the understanding 
of their prudent men shall be hid." , 

Then it became clear to me that 
through the spiritual blindness of our 
leaders and of our rabbis our nation was 
misled into rejecting Him Who was "The 
Holy One of Israel.-  And yet, even this 
tragic rejection of the Messiah was clearly 
revealed by the Holy Spirit Who spoke 
to us by the prophets many centuries 
before it actually happened. Being true to 
myself, I had no alternative other than 
to accept Him as our God-promised and 
our Divine Messiah, Who, by virtue of 
His divine nature was able to take upon 
Himself the sins of those who come un-
to God by Him; for by His stripes we 
are healed. Hence, He is not only the 'Re-
deemer of all those who put their trust 
in Him (Psalm 2:12), but He is the Re-
deemer Who is yet to come again, even to 
those that repent for their transgression in 
Jacob. (Isa. 59:20). 

(To be continued) 
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