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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
WAS JESUS CHRIST GOD? 

Shepherd of Israel: 

Every month I get your magazine and 
read it thoroughly, both the Jewish and 
the English. Now, I want to ask you a 
question and would like to have you ans-
wer it. The question is, "Why was Jesus 
Christ not a God until after He died?" 

Miss M. C. 

We are glad to know you read The 
Shepherd of Israel so faithfully. We hope 
and pray that God will bless your reading 
of this little publication each month and 
that you will find the way to true happi-
ness and eternal life through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In the question you ask, you are assum- 
ing something which is not so. The Lord 
Jesus Christ was God during all the time 
He was here upon the earth. If you will 
read the first chapter of John, you will 
find it contains the following statement: 

"In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning 
with Gud. All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men." 

That Jesus was God Himself is proved 
all through the Old Testament Scrip-
tures. Isaiah says of Him (9:6), -His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace." So in 
John 1 :45, Philip said to Nathanael, 
-We have found him, of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth." And the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself said to our forefathers, "I 
and my Father are one" ( John 10:30). 
Also, "Before Abraham was, I am ( John 
8:58). 

It is our earnest prayer for all our 
brothers and sisters after the flesh that 
they do not for any thing in this world 
neglect so great a salvation as is offered 
them in the Great Invitation, -Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 
1 1:28). 

WHAT NAPOLEON THOUGHT OF 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

tell you, Bertrand, I know men; and 
I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a man. 
. .. Everything about him amazes me. 
His spirit overawes me, and his will con-
founds me. There is no possible com-
parison between him and any other being 
in the world. He is truly a being by him-
self. . .His birth, and the history of his 

he profoundness of his doctrine .. . 
. . his empire, his march ac-

es — all this is to me a won- 

der, an insoluble mystery. . . Though I 
come near and examine closely, all is 
above me, great with a greatness that 
overwhelms me. . . Alexander, Caesar, 
Charlemagne and myself founded em-
pires. But on what did the creations of 
our genius rest? On force. Jesus Christ 
alone founded his empire on love; and at 
this hour millions would die for him." 
— From a conversation between Napo-
leon and General Bertrand on the Island 
of St. Helena; quoted in The Mediator. 

" THE STONE THE BUILDERS 
REJECTED" 

In Psalm 118:22,23 are these well-
known, remarkable words: "The stone 
which the builders refused is become the 
head stone of the corner. This is the 
Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our 
eyes.- 

A great building is going up. The re-
quired stones have been obtained, includ-
ing those on which the whole structure is 
to rest. The builders under whose super-
vision it is being erected come. They 
look at the stones, and one they reject as 
not fitting into their plans. But what hap-
pens? Notwithstanding the builders, that 
very stone, rejected and despised, ulti-
mately becomes the chief corner stone of 
the structure. And the people rejoice and 
exclaim: "This is the Lord's doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes." 

These two passages apply to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Him too, the "builders" of 
Israel, the religious leaders of His time, 
despised and rejected. They cast him 
aside, judging Him guilty of death. And 
yet, what do we see? He has become 
the "head stone of the corner" of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, of a world-wide 
movement for God. And how did it 
happen? 'This is the Lord's doing." 
God defended His Son, His only beloved 
Son. Man crucified Him, but God made 
Him alive; man rejected Him, but God 
received Him to sit at His right hand; 
man put Him to shame, but God crowned 
Him with glory and honor. 

AT WAR WITH GOD 

So long as our people are against the 
Messiah, oppose and persecute Jews who 
see the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ, we fight against God Himself. 
Woe to a people at war with God! But 
still greater woe to a people so blinded 
that in its struggle with God it imagines 
it is fighting for God. But a nation cannot 
always exist with such conceptions. The 
day will come (and for many individuals 
in Israel it has already come), when all 
Israel will realize to her great astonish-
ment that during the last nineteen cen-
turies she has opposed God, thus ex-
cluding herself from His grace and re-
demption which Jesus brought for the 
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world, and this realization will mark the 
beginning of the redemption of Israel. 

—Dr. J. Landsman in The Mediator. 

Entered as second class matter April 4, 1922, at the Post Office at Brooklyn. N. Y., Under the Act of March 1sr.  



Address: 

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y 

SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

AN OPEN LETTER TO A RABBI 

By Rev. L, ABRAMOVITCH 

(We purposely omit the name of the 
Rabbi to whom this letter was written, as 
we do not wish to embarass him.) 

PART VI 

Concluded from November, 1936 

9. It is now my duty to protest against 
your descending from the high position 
of a Jewish gentleman and a Rabbi, 
to hurl at my head the opprobrious epi-
thets of RENEGADE and HIRED RENE-
GADE, neither of which applies to me. 

As a learned Rabbi you are sure to 
know that according to the Talmud, in a 
Tosephte of BOBE MeTSIE chapter 2, 
reference is made to the Minim, Meshum-
madim, and Mossrim (these last were 
informers against the Jews to the Roman 
authorities). The same is found in a 
Tosephte of SANHEDRIN perek 3; also 
in AVODA ZARA fol. 26, and ROSH 
HaSHANA 1 7a. In all these references, 
the Meshummadim are distinct and separ-
ate from the Minim and the others. Neith-
er were they Nazarenes (Christians). The 
Meshummadim were Jews who, like 
some of the weak Christians of those 
days. under severe trials and persecutions, 
were led to offer incense upon the Ro-
man idolatrous altars with a view to 
placating their enemies and finding fav-
our with their oppressors. In other words, 
for the fear of man, and to save their 
own 	skins, they worshipped idols — a 
grievous insult to the God of Israel. As 
I am not guilty of any such unworthy 
and wicked act, and you know it, I 
do not deserve this epithet. I have not 
deserted the God of Israel. Neither have 
I neglected His holy Word which I love 
with all my being as the voice of God 
and which I regard as a loving message 
from my Heavenly Father. 

WHO WERE THE MINIM? 

The Minim, on the other hand, were 
merely Jewish sectaries who were in dis-
agreement with much that the Rabbis 
taught, and were supposed to have been 
tainted with Greek philosophy, like 
Gnosticism, — and other isms largely 
brought from Alexandria. 

At a later date, however, the Rabbis 
included amongst the Minim the fol-
lowers of Jesus of Nazareth. This you 
will find in a Tosephte in YADAYIM 
perek 2; in a Tosephte of SHABBOTH 
chap. 3; also in the Gemarra of same, 
fol. 116a. We are told there that the 
books of the Minim and the "Gilyonim," 
i.e., the New Testament, were to be 
treated as forbidden books. Before long, 
however, the word "MIN" was taken to  

consist of the initials of "Maamine Yes-
huah Hanotzri," that is, Believers in 
Jesus of Nazareth. But they were never 
called Meshummadim. 

The 12th prayer in "Shemone Esre,' 
which begins with ''Velamalshinim," 
and which is different in many editions 
of the Prayer Book, and has gone through 
very many changes since it was com-
posed, was originally placed amongst 
the daily prayers under the authority of 
Rabban Gamaliel Hanasi (Cir. 90-110 
A. D.). We read in BeRACHOTH 28b, 
Rabban Gamaliel said to the Chachamim: 
"Is there any one here who knows how 
to compose a 'berachoth haminim'? Then 
rose up Shaemuel, Hakaton and com-
posed it." Dr. Shecter, Regius Professor 
of Hebrew, discovered the original com-
position of it and published it in the 
"Jewish Quarterly Review," Volume 10. 
This version was used for a very long 
time in Eretz Irael (Palestine) : "For 
the Meshummadim let there be no hope; 
and the wicked government (meaning 
Rome) be uprooted speedily in our 
days; and the Na-arenes and the Minim 
shall be destroyed in a moment; let them 
be blotted out of the book of life, and 
let them not be written alonc,  with the 
Tzadikim (the Righteous). Blessed art 
Thou 0 God Who causest the wicked 
to be brought low (or humbled)." About 
a year later, we are told, the composer 
of this cursing bles,inc4, during his public 
recital of "SHeMONE ESRE," had for-
gotten this prayer, and stood at the 
reading desk some two or three hours. 
The fact is, he became a believer in the 
Lord Jesus of Nazareth, and did not 
wish to pronounce a curse against him-
self. Therefore, R. Yehudah in the name 
of Ray, said: "He who conducts the 
prayers in the Synagogue, and makes 
mistakes in all the 'blessings,' need not 
begin again; but if he makes mistakes in 
the blessing for the curse of the Minim, 
he is to be compelled to start again,unless 
he happens to be himself a Min, and in 
this case he would pronounce a curse 
against himself, and the congregation 
would answer, Amen." 

From the above you must admit that 
the term Meshummad was never ap-
plied to a faithful Jew who honestly be-
lieved in the Lord Jesus as his Messiah 
and Saviour. Only an Am Haaretz is 
capable of misapplying this epithet, but 
not a learned Rabbi of your educational 
calibre. 

I AM NOT A RENEGADE 

Now, am I a Renegade? Its literal 
meaning is "a denyer," i.e., one who is 
faithless to principle. The exact opposite, 
however, is the case with me. I am slav-
ishly faithful to principle, true to the 
Word of God from cover to cover, and 
am by the grace of God trying to live 
up to its teaching. Neither am I hired, as  

you assert. I look to God for .rny daily 
needs, and He sees to them for me 
through His faithful saints as instruments 
of His gracious providence. 

True, I was tempted with money on 
several occasions, but not by Christians. 
One such occasion, standing out in bold 
relief in my memory, was during the 
week before my public confession of 
faith, some time in April, 1883. Two 
Jews who knew my career from the 
Yeshivah, in Slonim, were my tempters. 
They also knew all my relations on both 
my father's and mother's sides, all of 
whom without exception were Rabbanim, 
Sopherim, and Chazanim. Believing that 
necessity led me to profess to become a 
Christian (as Jews generally believe to 
be the case with Christian Jews); they 
offered to give me any sum of money 
I would name within reason, such as 
would enable me to start in business 
etc., if I would abandon my purpose. I 
was not to be bought and so told them. 
The Gemara Chulin 91a tells us "Tzadi-
kim chaviv aleihem mammonom yothher 
miguphom" (money or wealth is loved 
by the righteous more than their bodies, 
i.e., themselves). But thank God1 I have 
never belonged to the category of such 
T7adikim. Neither have I made my 
Christian profession a "Kardum Lachpor 
Boh" (an instrument for making a living 
by it), Avoth Chap. 4:7, as is the case 
with most Rabbis. Instead of accepting 
the generous offer, I went out to look 
for some kind of work, and the Lord 
enabled me to find it. For twelve orji fl 
teen months I earned my living as an 
artizan, working shoulder to shoulder 
with other artizans. It was about that 
time I was invited by the London City 
Mission to work as a missionary to the 
Jews. 

Should any reader be desirous of more 
information upon this subject, I shall be 
glad to be at their service. My only pur- 
pose is to prove that the Lord Jesus is 
all and in all to those who love God 
and study His 'Word. Yea, "He is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him" (Heb. 7:25). 

(CONCLUDED) 
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